RIP0RT OF TAT DIRTICIOR OF THI SU3ZTalU OF Sa¥zTY I RI ITVES-
TIG. TION O .0 aCOIoZTdT V9ISH OCIURRED ON TiID ~TarSYL-
TaKI.. R.ILROLD (7.2 J0.DIT, OQOEIO, OW .UCUSI 18, 19z6.

To the Qomiigsion.

On auust 18, 13929, there war a vercilrment ol o mas-
scneer train on the Ponnevlvenia Reilreed near Coacdit,Chio,
o1en resvlied 1n the jJaryofl 2:0 passercers, 1 021001 car—
r1ed under controct 2ad 3 erployees,

Location and .2caod ol operation.

Thie acecident occurrad on that orbt or ths akron Divi-
fion exrtending betvesn Hulsen and Joyce ave., Colu ous,
(hin, «w dissencs of 142.1 1malzs, 1n the viecinity of tae
.01at of accident this 1s a cin~le-trick line over “uch
Lreing are overated LY Tl e-teole, train ollors, Sno @
tnu:l bloct-s1irnal avetan Th: ¢ccidzat occocurred ot &

20170 «parorFlitcely l; 11les aorth of Condre, ¢oorocnliing
0118 ol1ac Ifroa i nortn the trock 18 tnrent for o
(ievence of 2lwst £ .n1les, »aile the rrade ot the loint

ol accident 19 0.7 oer cant degeondinrs, Tor soutohould Trolnss
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The oreck 15 1w »15h 100-pound roile, 30 1 in
lcacib, vrith np averoce of 17 %108 Lo th: rail-Llonnch, and
1s 2cllasted "r1ch grovel oo o denth of coocut 18 incocs.
P71l cnchaore arte ueed nd ths trock 1g foout 20 Her cont
tlc~nleted. u% theo ti.1e of tao fccicdent tue sxwldzze of
vne voodozd 1ad been wlowad off Hreperatoiy to robillceting
anc resariccing, aluaourh pellast - G not been dumer £long
tne wrack.
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The weetazr vas cl.ar at e tirie oI the ccerd-c1,7h1ch

pccourred ot ~pout 11.72 a. .

Southbound passcrger train No. 814 consisted of one
co 2inatlion bacwere ard marscagrcr ca™, Ifive coachss, cone
Prllaen parior car, four ccachsr £ad onza Pullacn wmaclor cer,

all of steel construction end 1n tas ordzr naed, evled by
eocines 7142 and 73271, and vas 1n clarge of Concucior Buch
"nd En~inevan iirtourh and Csharn. The trein 1oft zrville,
c1 2 nilos north of Condil, a3 9.47 a.rm., 12 .minutes lete,
passed Cunterac, 5.2 riles fronm Cond:rt, at 11.38 a. 1.,cignt
1nutes lete, and was approaciaing Condit ~hen 2t o cderciled
viile troveling at o soneed escl eted at 2Lout 30 alcs oer
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Engine 7142 cace to rest 1,488 feet south of che
1n1t1d1 proint of dbrallrent, “1th 1teo tender derailed,
~raine 7271 and 1t6s tender vere Ceruiled and turncd over
on their richt sides, coruamg to rest 765 feet south of
the point of derail eat The firar six cars and the Jorward
tiuck of the seventn car wers Jdlso darciled, but reazined
unric 1%,

Sum.iary of evidence.

InFinenan wariough, of the leading engine, stcted
that he inspected his onrlnp at Aﬁron and alao at “l1llers-
burg, these pointe being located 106.24 and 58.28 niles,
rescectively, notth of Condat. The orakes wers tested
beiore leaving Azron and ancin alter oickineg up cers at
Orrville, and thav functioned properly sn route. He ncticed
Q0 unusuel riding of the enmine oad his Tirst knovledge of
aarthing wrong vas vien ke aeard & peculiar sound ufder tne
tencer &nd unon loocking back he noviced an unusual .ocion of
the tender, as 1f tae rear truck vas derciled, and ae 1 ad-
1atelv apnlied the brokes 1n eizrpency and ovcned
sarcars., He sazd 1ha train ra. drilting at o snead of
axcut €0 r1les ner hour at the ci1ie of the (erar1l-ient, and
1n his gpinion tailsg weéd & sire gheed 1n that v101n1‘<.
Ercanenen (oartourh esti @taec that the tender coatained
40,000 pounds of cocl and 13 or 20 1uchers of vater, which he
¢1d not think —ould have a tendency to ceuse 1t to swav with
the second encine pushing Lt After the accid=nt he exe in-
ed tne tender and tracks but did not “ind anvthing vhich
covld nave ccontributed to the cause of the accident.

Fireman Johison, of the leadinp engine, stated that he
looked over the onrins &t che i1nitial terminal but did not
“now to waat extent the ensinenaa bPad inspected 1t. The
brtkes were tested and worked satisiactorily en rout:s,vkile
22 neticed ne rough aandling of the train, or any unasual
Lotion of the enine. When he "ecrd a noise he lookst back
2nc acvliced thot tre rear truck of the tender was dorailled,
and ot ti1zt tire tae front end of the tender rode as 17
tne (orvard truck was on tne ralle After the accioent be
inspected the tender trucks, bat discovered noching vroag,
onc. on goilng oack and exa.inning the track ne failed co find
any indaication of drazging egulplent,

Enginenan Osborn, of the gecond engine, stated that he
wie & carefuvl inspection of his engine and alseo .radz a
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serianal test of the brakes before departing from Claveland.
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Unon arrival et Akion, cars vera picaed up <nd zaotber ergine
couplea to the tiein, aiter 1bich the orckes were arzin

terted. Tne leardlny enginzen hdndled the trzin alcer leav-
iny tae lavter point aund 11 his esvivafion 1t vas onercted
in a cacisinegtory mammer. His ol 2nMiAc VS 10% SW1afing

ore Ttacen wls to pe exynoectad, aad Irom his odositlion e C1d
net 2beerve any anusual wouion of the leadins enq;1ne or
tencer until he sav sravel Tlyving frol under ths tende: and
ceoen the reer of the tender sTung out of line 1tk ta~ track.
He esti ated the spesd at tie tiue of the acegident at 60
JA1les wer aour, ~hicn vas not excessive under the track con-
crtione exigtineg in that localitw,

Fireman Warner, of tae second sa’ine, stated that cars
vere oickad up at A1 Ton n@ Orrville «ncd taet toae brukes
tere testad before lervin ToePca niace He mas ricdia oo his
seat box "7acn approachiny the noint of accicent but C1¢ not

nocice any svaying of tae leadiny engine or 1ts tender, and
T1s r1rset 1utimation ol troupls vas nhun Ao gaw duslt rlving
vader the tender of thet cwine, at a point ajsoud vo coach-
lernzthe 1n advance ol Y rozre hlu orn enrinz becirie ceriiled,
Eig egt1 vte ag to t12 soeod aezaezd v1vh the eatiracte ade
by the tro en-inz en.

The stotercnts of Conaduvctor Buch, and Brak ~ren Tile,
Turner, aand Leverins, were to the e;»ect thet tuacv no*loﬁd
nc anugual bendling of the train and that there ¢1d not
aonefr to te any undue roclking or the trair priol o the
adcciCent. They estiiated the speed of the train at the tiae
ol tl.e aAccident at not wore than 60 .11les per hour.

Section Foireman Clewell slated that he has besa in
cherge of 1he section on vhich the accident cccurred for a
seriod of tvo yesrs and during that tire Ze hag not received
any corpleints nr reports recerdéinr track conditions 1n tne
vicinity of the porat of accident. He rode nver thic por-
tion of the track on hig 1wotor car curing the evenin of
Aurust 17, and noticed nothias unasuel. hore 1 & soft
place 1n the treck nortn of the vpoint of accident, «nd the
trock 1n that vicinity was rai<ed abovt tvo wecks nievious
t2 tle derail ¢nt, this part of the track vas elsc .cand 1n
cood condation rhen he xssed over 1t on his motor coir.

Sanarvisor Kaulfnan staced ta 1 he last wal%sd over
t.irg section of track aoout eifsht days prior to tae derdi
"e1t, and last rode over 1t oa a train on dAugust 15, aad
an n61tner nccasion did 1e notice anvthing wrong. To tae
cest of hig knowledge, ae had never knomn of any soft nlaces
11 lhe track . the vicinity of tae rpoint of acciden.;
Jeect, a8 rad never knoim of any %aind of troudble, and 22 saad
T L 1n his opinion the condition of btae trock did noc¢ couce
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or contricuie o ths cause of tae accident, Sulcrviscr
Keufimen further stased that va1le aking treck eagure-
.1ants subssouent to tns accidont, ne found & tnree—fourths
1ach nut lyinge olonn che vest s1de of the tradck aocul & feet
rrom tins ro1l and 7 or 8 feet sovith oI the poiat of czrail-
oent., This nut saowed no evideance of rust, but was in a
crisacd or ®saed condition, indicating thal aprnarceily 1t
¢ pesn TUN OVET.

an exairnation of the track -ade py the Corriission's
1menec.wors subsecusnt to the #celdent cigclosed S No
rcoeirs of any kind were wade atv the 1nitiel poiat of Ce-
rellmant, wnd their observations indicated Tthel vnerz vas
very little corinz of tho track under passing trains, and
Lt sec1ed t0 be '@invcoincd fairly well., No .args were
Tound to 1ndicate that cone part of the coulpaent 1ad been
dre-/ine The f1rset r1wark vas azout 10 feet from the leav-
ins ¢nd of & ro1l 1n the vest side of the treclk Tals ark
vag a2hovt ounc—-fourth inch frorm the crupe side of tne reil,
1ag glic atlv diaromal, abtout 1% ircnes in lensta, on’ had
the apnecrencs ol zevins been -ade by the ourred sdoe of a2
mut.  The sccend yark was about & feet farther south and was
¢ ilence cark om top of the rest rail, besinring asous 1
1nch Tro the outside edee aad coatinuing soutarard ror
avout 65 feat to vwhere the vwheel dropped off the rail on the
~uterde. At this point tnore was a corrsspondiny lflange
ark on a tie on the inside of the east rail. Thesz arlks
continued on the ties a distance of anprosidately 18 feet
to vhere tha 28t vagel pagsed ofi fnc ties. The ark
petween ths rails *orvked inward as far as the ceancer ol the
track and then continued 1n that posicicn lfor a digteilce of
000 feet, bevond wnich point tac track was torn up for a dis-
tence of 400 fezt.

The flannes a2nd ¢raods of 11 teoader 1vhesls ol che
Tead ensinz TJ3re Tound 1an fair condition and all vmeals 1n
LToRer gau &, *1%h mo excossive lateral wsar at the journal
beaiinas. licasurements taken for side-bearing clearuages of
»oth trucks choved the forward truck had approximatsly 5/8
i1rch cletrence «nd tne reer traick 1/4 inch clsarcace, Tiaere
werg no bolts igsia from the ea~ine, and no evicence of
COY smere nubs Leving oeen riding looge on the noin. or
vonder. A Bolt used ho sccure the ovake—peam seflry Cross
vle rocd of tho front cender truck was migsinp, nuL ToOL8 8n—
Tedred to have been s..edrec off as a resalt of cho wccident.
All braxz beass, haa-zrs ond salety supports on opoon the
en~ine and tender vare s.111 1n place. The brake sace on
witz rient No. 1 woe:zl of the leading tender truck was e-

Il

s10g, tut this was “ound sode cistance soutn of inz 11red
carks of derorlment end grhoved no evidonce of tavin Leen
ard: T 0T Trun oOver.
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Conglusrions
This acclcent eppaars to hLavo Lein cfused by & aut lying
an the Tuncine &urfocece of the vrego ro1l.

A nut s oune slonr the track & short digtiace . ronm
1oz tnrticl peoint of dercilasnt Thie ant - “or ¢ & 1nch
w1t and was £ 1nch thick ond 1 1nches soun
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Lt ves "lotteaned 20 sloy csed, cad 1t apheared to ~ave
reeetly beca on o solt to tae exsen: of £oout tarer tireecs,
“21le 1ao ret inins turedds were 14s5uy.  Tne o.tracl el e Ccor-
sored vith the Lrk found on To- rezl av ihe mornt of derril-
" 21, ond gne £ide of 11 frtiad tnz ball of th:z r il ~len
Dl eed over tnz  rv,  The othor e1Ce ol 1% Titead Loz oureg
To. 1 =ag.1l of th= S2r7er truck of Lhe l20dine 2a 1no AL &
11 7t ark foma? on the troad of bhe vnzel. This w.X vas

-

- 2 T
Cicvroncl 1n ghepe ond 1n the gir 2 role t1ve mosision 2& the
cork oon tho roil 4 201t rag Tound to pe vissins Trort the
formaxd truck of the lzszdine ¢ 1ne tonder, bat this bolt not
only vras of sli-ntly larser Cic "2ter tann the nut Jound at
the noiat of oceident, pbut 1% wpore~rad to hHove bean crerred
Il &s 0 result of ths cecident. The rarson for o1. rasence
T otnis aut on th: ro1il could .0t 03 &scertailnec, ¢ Lusough

Iv z8 posc1Dle theu 1t could hove ocon ridinc locozs on sore
e Xt 0 Lol 207 1na.

The onrloycoos 1avolved 'voie worerlenced len o « 5 che
oL e reelrrent taly Lo Dot ooln on 4duuy 1n violllion

oL Ay oI tneg provisrons ol the nours of scrvica Jav,

Hesoyocetfully cuboitiad



