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INTERSTATE COMIERCE COIMISSION.

REPORT O THE DIREGTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN
RE I4TRSTIZATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRLD
ON TEE vh:.i5.LVaNIA RAILROAD NEAR LRIGETSIDE,
D., ON YARCRH 2, 1024,

April 14, 1024,
To the Cormission:

On March 2, 1924, there was a derailment of a
Passenger train on trs Pennsylvania Rawirczd near Bright-
side, 'id., vhzck reswlted in the death of 1 passenger,
and the injury of 17 passenzars and 4 eployees.

Lecation ond wstpod of Cper=tion.

This accident occurred on tne .al%iwore Division
which z3xtends betvcen Saltimere, anld sgo Juncuion, Md.,
a distance of 65.7 miles. Ia +h=s wiciasty of tne point
of aecident tnis 18 a Aouble-%rAas4 line over wiich trains
are opsvated b7 t-me-taovle, Tr21in ord=ars, and a2 maijual
Dlock-sr1enal system. Apgroac.ins the »neint of accident
from the —west thers 1s a curve of 4 3C' to the raizht
I5915 feet 1n le=wzth, ther a tangent 255 feet in i=ngth,
foilow=d oy a 5° 30' curve to the left U6C fzet 1in
lzngth, <he aceident occurring on this last-mentioned
curve at a point ap,roximately 125 feet from 1ts eastern
end. The grade 15 gensrzlly descending eastvard varying
from 0.31 to 0.37 per cent, being 0.55 per cent at the
Point of accident. Time table direction 1s used in this
repert. In the vicinity c¢f the point of accident the
tracks are bordered on the south by Lake Roland.

Tne track 1s laid with 10C-pound rails, 33 fzet in
lenpgtn, -1ta 1€ ties to tne raill lengta, tie-platzd,
ballested 71th trap rock and i1s 7ell maintailned. Anti-
rall cTeepars are also used.

Time-tabie rules permit a speed of 55 miles an hour
for passengar trains on this division, except on spPecl-
fied curves, the speed ¢f passenger trains on the curve
at orighvside ©tsing restricted to 40 miles an hour. The
Vaather was clear at toe time of the accident, which
occurr=ad at 7.44% p.m.

Descrintion.

Tastbound passenger train No. 970 consisted of five
baggage cars, cne steel box car used in express service,
one combination passenger and bazzage car, one coach,
one dinirng car, znd one Pullman clair car, hauled oy
engine ¢20. The fairst fivs cars vere of woorden ccnstrue-
tion mai1le ths remaindar wers of all-steel construction.



-2-

Thie train, in charve of Conductor Gettel and Engineman
Taylor left Harrlqbara at 5.97 p.m., 27 mlnutes late,
passed "FA" block station, apgproximately 4.l miles west
of Srightside at 7.37 p.m., 11 minutes late, ¢ nd on
nearing sSrightside the dera:lment occurrsd while the
train was tunning at a speed astimmted to have been about
35 mirles an hour.

The =nzine, tender and first five cars broke loose
from the dermiled cars and wers not deraiied. The sixth
car, Thizn v7as tne express car, 7as derailled to the rigat
and came to rest at the foot of the embankment, bottom
gide up and turned completely around; the last four cars
wers also derailed, the first c? thesa beinsg badly
damazed while tne others remeinsd upright on the roadbed,
the rear trucks cf the last car net belnd derailed.

Sumrary of sviderce.

The testimony of the crev 7zs to the effect that
prior to the accildent nothing unusuval cccurred on this
Tun; the brakes 7ere " orking properly, no trouvblie being
experrenced in making the various stops and thsre were
no jerks or shocks; thear first knoviedge of anything
Trong mas vaen the accident occurred. FEagineman Taylor
said he had made a service application of the air brakes
0 steadythe traln around the curve, west of the point
of accident, released the brages, and was apout to uaake
another application when the acsident occurred. While
tals traln had made up approximately 16 minutes of the
lost time since leaving i1ts terminal, Harrisburg, in a
distance of 77 milzss, according to the statements of the
emploveess 1nvolved the speed 5 the train at no time
was excesslive,

Divisicon Sugerintendent Smith arrived at the scene
of tne acsident at avout 1C.15 p.m. and made a careful
exanination of the track and equipment. He said he
noticed ligcht marks on tne ties near the left rail of
tbe eastbound main track, Thich he thought nere causea 3y
dragging eguipmert, Yut furinsr examination disclossad
that these wariks continued sastward “eyond tae point cf
derazlimsnt and di1d aot therefore enter inte the cause of
the present acsident. Careful examination of the express
car which evidently was the first car to be derailed
failed to disclose anv missin. or broken parts which
might have caused the derailrent. Superintendent Smith
a8 preseat tnen this car ~as re-raliled and olaced upon
1ts trucks, at waich time 1t vas the zeaeral opinion
tbat this car haa sxcessive sids bsaring clearance, but
examnination made later at the sacps at £t. Vernon dis-
closed that the side hearing clearance was vithin the
prescribed limits. Superintendent Srith was unable to
determine the cause of the deraiirsns.
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General Car Imrpsctor Taylor said he arrived at the
gcene 21 vhe cecidmnt ghoritly affter 1ts ocourrence and
UponL leacsn.ng thas a posoion of the trzan ral rrocecdad
on to 32lixrmore 2 1wmedi-iely weet thsre sr 1l 1n company
vith other 1n-Tcoc*ors carefully exemined toe’ pars of
the train buas netarng was fcocund which coxdd nave contrib-
uted to <he caurs oI the accident. Ha was present at the
Ut. Ver.on s.6ps when the 4rucks of the firct car to bhe
derailzd vere examined for side bearing clearanca and
maks records of the findings which shosed tae cleareice
t0o be in conformity witn thz standsrd for tnis tvme of
car. Tae couplier at tn= rear ent of toe fH:%h car in
tne ftrain was brokxen in che guard stm, aptrarsntly dvs
to the sirain foliowinz ihs doresluent. ke was unabde
to say mhat caussd ine accident.

Freight Trainmaster Watsans, Saltimore Division,
stated that he arriv-d at tre gcint ol acczdent abouts
2b rinutes after 195 coo riznce 2n?d weade a caréful ex-
eringtion of the tzock and ~guiprent puv wa&s unable to
Zind aaything ¥4t curld bez oruicd s2e derailment.

ced the riis8b ravim oo 0723 .78 824 gromd %o
“he trucks of the sxpregs ¢ Fo a2, “ne fi--5 car to
58 Jderacled, this truck wes torn 1oon the borv of the
car and was partly puriec in the z—Lurd Ther=2 weras no
rarke to indicate thet the wneelc o2 vnils truck ha’
C.in.ed the ra1l. He sai1+ this 4vrs 01 car wais gen -rally
Used 1in fast express cor passenger service and 1s ~auipped
e .eet the requirements of 3uch servace.
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Supervisor of Trec: Orwig said he arrived at the
szane of the accident at about ©.20 p.m., and imredrately
fave attention to the condaition of the track mwect of the
Toint of accidert, mering measuremenls 2nd records of
zonditions a8 rcund, hust mas wnable to find any defects
n tne track which could nave cz=uaed tae derailrcnt. He
t21d the tracx is patrollsd day and night, a trark wvalker
Laving passed . v3r that portion of the track = s ort time
72fors the sccident occurred, and no defective condition
¢? the track hed beer reported or observed.

The last train to pass this point prior to the
accident was eastbound passengar train No. 994, which
rassed Brightsiae at about 7.1G p.m.

Examination of the track disclosed that there were
marks just outside tne south rail, with corresponding
rarxs on the gauge side of the north rail, these wmarks
led off the ties to the right. There were no wheel-flang
narks on top of the rails, cr anything to indacate that
the wheels had climbed thse Tail.
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Y¥aasurcments made of the track basinning at a pointg

30 feet =—est of the f:vot merk of derailment, an 3x-
ternding Tor 3% feet east of this pownt, at intervals of
1l teet, shovacd the zauze and alizament to e well
raintained. The m~ximum elevation —as U 9/16 incheg,
while tne zZauge at trke point of derailment was 4 teet

S 1/16 inch., 1ke escibourd track wae to-n up for a dis-
tance of abot 225 feet, and the wvestbound track was
kaocked cut of alignment feor abouds 75 fset.

Conclusions.
Ths cause of this derailment waee nos ascertained.,
A1l of the ervloyees involved were experiencsd men.

At the time of the accidant aone of them had baen on duty

in violation of any of the provisions of the hours of
service law.

Raspectfully submitted,
. P. ZORLAND,

Dirzctoz.



