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2 HUKCH, Gx.00H, CH WAY &, 1920

July 88, 1920

Cn Eay &, 1920, there was & lwad-and sollision

batwoen & paspenger trailm send a light engine on the iine of
the Cregon-Weshington kailrusd & Havigation Company nesr Hurom,
Cregon, which resuited in the desth of 1 employss, snd the in-
Jury of 8 peeaongera snd T employeez, iAfter imvestigstion of
ihih sooident the Chief of the bBurean ¢f 3afety reports gs
follows:

The socldent coonrred on the Sseomé Distriot of the
Ggoond .dvision, & single-traock line extending betwesn La Grands
and Risth, Cregoun, m distwnce of 78.3 mlles. Treinp are vperated
by time~-table, traln ordere trensmitted by telegrsph and tela-
phone, and an automatic blook-signal systenm,

The acoldent cocourred st & point £,444 feet wests of the
depot st Huron. Approsmcghing this oint from the went thero iz a
tangent of about 1,400 feat, followed By & surve of 6°14' to the
right, 913.23 feet in lengthy the aculdent voourred near the
weastern end of this surve. ipproeshing frem ths east there are
saveral mhort curves snd tangents, followad by & E-degree 1l0-min-
ute acurve to the right BEH.E feet lung, then ER8.4 feut of ten-
gent lemding t¢ the ourve on whiah the weoidant coegurrad., The
grade is 1.6 per oent duscendin: £or westbound traina. The viaion
of the enginemsn of an easatbound traln ls limited to about 22D

fest.
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Zaptbound apnd weeatbound home slgmals £64,7 are
looated on oppoeite Bides of the track «t the west end of
Huron passing treek 1,517 feet went of Huron wtation and
3,927 feot ezt of the point of scoldent. it n point 1,740
feet west of aignsl £66.7 1e emstbounsd distant signal £66.2
Beptbound intermediste signel 264.4 is losated 8,189 feet
west of the point of meoldent, The westher &t the time of
tke socident wae slesr.

Haathound paessnger trein Ho. 20 oonsieted of 1 come
bipation mall and daggare osr, 1 moking oar, and 1 day oomoh,
all of woodsn sonetrustion, heuled by engine 3827, and was in
aharge of Oonductor Fergue and hnginesan Symons ., It lefs
Dunioan st 10.37 g.m., 3 mioutoes lrte, paswed Camp, 8 blind
aiding 5.6 milea weay of Huron, at shout 10.49 a.m,, 1 mimte
late, £nd st mnbout 10.B6 n.m. coilided with sxtrs E171 &t a
point eppreximately 1 mile west of Huren while treveling at
an estinated speed of 12 miles s hour.

Fosthound extre £17Y1 wes s light engins in ohurge of
Engineman Hemilton. HExtrs 2171 followed axtra 3801, slac a
light engioe, into Huoroni extre 3801 tock elding at Huron

for train Ho, %), whiob was dve at 10,56 a.m., but extra 2171
gontinned west on the muin line %0 the dapot,arriving there at

10.80 a.ms After roceiving & eopy of a trsin order whieh
was not involved in thie sacident, eutra £171 departed st about
10.55 a.hn,, end ¢0ilided with trein ¥o. £0 while traveling at s

gpesd of abont 20 miles an hour.
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fngine 32EY waa pruoticslly destroyed, the boiler
being torn from the frema, and the sylinders, oylinder msddles
and engine and trailer truok frames byoken, The resr end of the
eoxbinstion gar and the front end of the smoking oar were damagod.
Engine ElYl was badly demapged, the oylinders, ¢ylindsr saddles
and engine frame belng broken, ani the boiler Ariven bask about
8 lnohes from its coriginal powition. The employes killed wuse
the fireman of the passenger train.

inginensn Symons of train Ho., £0, was wnsbhle to say
how fur extra 2171 wges from his train when he firet saw it. He
immediately applicd the eir brakas lm emergency and thought he
head reduocsd the epeed from 50 milem an hour to about 7 or 8
miles an hour &% the time of tha asoldent. Conduotor Pergus
and Brekemsn ('Smliilvan estimoted that afier the brakes weras
applied the %rain run ¢ dlatange of sbout £ or § ear~lengthe
btefors the agoldent caocurred, at whish $lme the speed had besn:
reduced 10 sbout 1% mlles an bour.

After Teceaiving the traipo order &t Hurom, Zngineman
Henllton besrded angins £171, banded the order to the fireman,
and %old him that they aud vo look out for trains Hoa., EO sad
4 und exira Rlé%. onginewman Hemilton locked al hie time-tabls
and Acourding to his own utatoment %old the firemun that train
Bo. EC was due st liorth Fork at 1i.40 s.m. and at Janp st 11.48
B.te, When am a metter of fact the time of theme traina st
thess atations 18 10.4E s.m. and .48 s.m. Teapectively. He
eaid thet aignal 266.7 was in the olesr pomition and ealled ivs
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indigstion to the fireamsun. shorbtly afterwsrds Yhe firesaan
saked him to repeat the timse ¢f truin Ho, EO, at Lhe sanse tinpe
zatting out his owmn tlae~table and sturted $e¢ sxsxine it.
Thile he was doing %759 mgilaveen Jombilton paw trsin 0. 80
approaching and nads sn snergescy appllantion of the air
brakes.,  hLoooriiag o the firemun, after the englnemmu logked
8t his tilue-tadble and weld viey hal tiwe engagh to go %0 Damy
for trein Ho. 27 he began to work an %he fire sxd did not eee
the indlomtion of wigaal 266.7. fhen they were wbout epposite
sadtdound distant signel R6u,.2 he looked abt his wateh, and began
to oxsaine hivw own tloe-tebls e cheok up tne time Yruin FHo. 2O
wad due at Jamp. fhen he Iiret eaw tralam Jo. B) apmsehing
1% was about J peewsuger sur-lengths llstant,

Iavaetigeifon develupsd tne faot that it was osust.zary
a30ng vasssuger enginewen iv aote the time ut whiech they pams
Anterdedisate ailgnel B64.8 enwvtbound, figuring that if they pass
thig signal within & few minutes of Gaeir ti w-iubdble schedule
thoy will be on time at the top of the grede &4 femwle, L7.E
miles qast of Camp., wuglneusad Oymond anid ale trei; pegeed
the aigmal ud 10.0628 w.n., whion 13 vweilied by lbe slzcemeuts
0f tho trein wwew thut they passed Cuup ut wmbuut 10.4F s.me or
10.80 aeme The time lngiummun ymonsg said be pasvec interme-
dlate aigznel B84.0 was 1 niaute befors the trein order lemued
t¢ Sngineman Hemilton wt Huron was mads somplate. lumsamunah
as the control oirouits 4f viznel E6¢.7 extended weatward &
distance of 18,387 feot or Z,281 feot wenrt of intermeldiste eoig-

nal 264.6, 1% & olesr %het signal £66.7 should heve teen in
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the atop position at the time it was pasesd by extra E171.
angineman Hamllton cleimed that it was in the alear positlion,
whlle 1ts lndiocsatlon wss not notloed by hls firemsn, the englae
orew of exdra 2601, or the ocpeamstor st Huron, sithough the
eperator and the enginemsn of extra 5801 noticed that the
eignal was displaying a stop indicatiom after extra R1T1
had paeged it. The signal boxes wers sealed on ths day of the
aceident and cerefml exsminution of the signel symtsn between
Inyon and Camp wee amde on the fellowing day, but mothing was
Tound whiokh oould have ocsused s false olonr indlostion.

fhiv soocident was csused by am errexy of Hnglneman
Hamilitor of extrs 2171 in reading the tims~table, and by -bBis
fallurs to bs govermed by en sutomatio blook-signal indiesfion,

Kpgineman Bmeilton admitted thut he looked at his
tine-tahle and reisd the time of trein Ho., BQ at Camp ss 11.48
GeRe, Wheress ths correct time &s 10.48 a.m.; he osffered mo
sxplanation oy exoune for this errer. %The svidense doss mat
anpport his contention that eignal B6&6.7 waa ip the olear posi-
sion &t %he tims hin ongine passed 1t, The trein order whioh
he received at Huron wes mede ogomplete &t 10.b63 e.m. wnd 1t 1s
doubtful if his engine passed sipnel B66.7 Before 10.B4 a.z.
The oonirel for this signel extends 8,410 feaet went of the
point of aacldant; had extra Z171 paesed this sigznel before
train ¥o. £0 entered uponm these gontrul olroulte, it would
have baesn neaosasury for tresin He., B0 to have travalled this
distance of more than 1li miles, peit of whieh is on & hemvy
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ssgoending grade with many ocurves, within s mitpute or s
minute and & half, while oxtra 2171, a light engine, was
travslling down grade the distence of &,927 feet from
#igaal RE8.7 t0 the pulnt of sovifent. This 1% not
supporvsed by the waight of svidenoce and L& odbviously
ineredible. Furtharmore, the investigation falled to develop
any defeats in the eignal system, muad it 18 therefors helisved
that thls signel was in the ptop position at the time exira
£171 pasaed i%, Vhe atop indieation for pome remsom not
being cbserved or obeyed by dngineman Hemiiton.

Engineman Hamilten wna eaplcyed ns s fireman in
1911 and promotes 0 enginemen in 1916, He wan dingiplined
in January, 1980, fur responeibility in oonnaution with a de-~
rallment, A% the time of the acoldsnt Zngineman Hamilten
had beonr ou duty about 43 hours sfter sbout 14 bours off

anty.



