
AT HILGAM;, OHE., OK OCTOBKr g, m ? . 
October a i , Wl?. 

On October ft, 19X7, there wea * rear-end collision 
between two freight trains oa tbe Oregon-v̂ ae h 1 ng t o n 
raad & Navigation Coapany at Hilgsird, Ore., wbieb result­
ed ia tba deatn of two persona. After invest1get!in the 
Chief of th© Bureau of Safety report? a,* followsj 

Tbat part of tbe Ore^ea-aaetiiafttc* Jtallrocd & Mx*i-
gatioa Sompeay upon which tbia aeeldent oe-wrrc'i tare 
alagle-traok llae, over which train aoveaeata ere geveia-
ed ay automatic bleak slsaais. At Hllgerd the distant 
signal ia located s,78« feet vest of tbe weai passing-
taraek switob, and tbe neae si§aml it located 67 feet west 
ef tbat switch* ©agiaemea approaching tbe same signal 
from tbe eeet can see i t fer about £,§00 feet, but their 
tier beyond is obstructed by trees* 

laatbeuad freigbt trein Mo* rg oonaletod of 40 cars, 
.hauled by locoootive £llft, aad was in charge of Conductor 
taltaa and itegiaaaaa ftaoegraes* I t left Kmeia, 0re* t at 
9*S1 p*»*, panneA esatbouad extre f:l£9 nt 0lover. 0rc#,f 

$*7 milea wast of Hilgerft, tad upon arrival at gilgard it 
heeded in on the wectbouad passlag track, beeaueo the neia 
Una was eeeupled by extra ?1S3, palled down opposite tbe 
aepet with the rear end of its eebeeee cheat 990 feet 
eeet of the west switch* and the « w wea ualondla£ mar-
ehnadlsa when their trein was struck ty eeetbound ex*ra 
21«9 at about 10*35 p,n* 

Stestbonad extra ."1*9, having a ionise of ?»£&0 
tens, consisted of 3? care, hauled by loeosetlve *'1£9, 
and waa la charge of Conductor Phoney and Fnglnw^n 
Survey* Aa &mn aa the autotaetic biook algaal vent te 
the clear position after train Ho* f*4 left Olevor, this 
train followed that trein and p»»e«ixvg tbe dlgtuat sii0nal 
at caution and tbe bcxao algae! est danger, «ollld«*d '.1th 
i t on Hilgerd |iaa»lng track while running at a speed of 
about ft af lee an hour* 

fhe force of the col Hal on drov<* traia Ho* re for­
ward ebewte 78 feat, aad tbe caboose of thet train tele­
scoped outfit box c&r Io* 01090 which waa ia?tedietely 
ahead of it* The froste of the eebooee wan pnrtlelly ra­
inforest by steel end wea not b^dly damaged by the col l i ­
sion* fhe second car ahead of the oneness, outfit box 
ear 9o« 01108, was forced up on top of tha wreckage of 



fea mhw>m aad ear ?io. 01090« th* i#eckage aaa thre^a 
a«AIAST train 8 0 • sifts, «hi#b **• «t«adi«€. oa tha MALA 
uuaa» aad aaagat fire* aoaplataly daatsroytag mm 01090, 
OUOft aad the caboose, aad d*te£IB^ ft atook ear ia traia 
Ma* £153* Th« TWO pa. WOR.> Hi'lV-: m m & eigaalaaa aad 
hla wife «ho vara rldtug ia ear 01090* i»ocaaotlve SI29 
aaa slightly daaased* T *e -*aetii*r at tu« tiaa alaar* 

AB?ro&ahla£ fee *>olat of aoaldaat fro* the weat 
the traek la straight for 1#06§ f««t» thea thare ia a 
Ub-dc^rcc curve to the vl^bt* 980 feat logg, then a 
e-degroe oarv« o the ri/tf.t*. IBSUI fee* LOOK* t>>*n & taa-

Sot 1,757 f c -t lous* theu u ."We^ree curve vo %h* loft* 
•35 F e*»t loa£* '****« «<sulde.it oe^ur #4 §7£ foot ia oa 
la latter curve* The gsudo v«riea f^os tu 1*£# 

descending for ee abound tvuia:** Oa th* tangeat Just 
pff*aadia$ the IVdisree curve ar* vrhluh tho ueci&oat oocor-
fed the 4r**aa is di.aC',:;di.^ ^ACA&iv. for f*eta a&d 
for the reatiindor OF tae Clattnce to th*? . 0 1 at OF eoui-
dent it ia 1,£^* 

l ^ I I I T U ^ a Jaodvrt*.s~ treia ><o* ;>4 et.MT.tn that hla 
traia entered tha j>aa lag truck Sllgard at about 10*31 
P*m#* case VO a atov ut the doyo-- i» two or ^are«s aims TEA 
aad the colliaiaa oocur ed <. FUW -.ijcmtc;- later. 

Conductor Jul ton of trvla ',;c* 14 at*, taa t:.*»t *i#oa 
arrival at Hllgard H« fouad th..t tbe orev of extra LIL$ST 

afeiaa was at«mdla$ on the -tola tr*vfcf htd lined up the 
watt avritch for hi a tiala to *-o iu oa t*e p&aatag traek* 
Th® treia proe©«?4< d t o the ie, ot* tie or&* bid 
aalottded aoue frei*;rt Ccaduotot FulLou stated t:;*t !se 
walked to tr*.? front enc o;' the traia, told t^- «&. tne* 
aaa to PALL do^a into t) * e«at pa«.-ie£ track, atarted 
to w&tk hac k ta the rear of hla traia end had got tea 
withia ebout 15 aar len^tlic of the reai- cud whan, the 
oollialoa occurred at ehout 10*SS 

Brakassaa faaraoa of extra sli9 sit;;t«d t?jyt lie ratio 
the eaglae Of traia Mo. 24 tro.i Oiov^r tj uii^jrd for 
1*ho fturpiee of holdte oxtra 2X33 at that atusion for 
hla traia aad thxt when he reaalwd the are at witch he 
dropped off* lie ©aw a hrakema ther^t act!fled HLA thet 
axtxa 215:o cosing mS, direct M hia to 1 m m tna 
switoh aot so thet train oould he«4 ia on tha ^soiag 
track} ha thea weat to vhore mxtt^ S-.1SS waa s t«o ing t 

«dyiliad the eagiaosan that extra fX*!9 me aoalaaft r^d 
told aim to -wait there uatil i t 'irrtvod* He aaid that 
from hie poaitioa about four or five our laa^th. froa 
tbe avltah ha oould aot sea traia Ho* d̂ i t ccao 
to a atop# although i ts reer llfiita worp buraiag 
i t paaaed bia fie could see dcti tbe p®mi®e, traok a 
« M » « M * or ^ ^ j & g r . f g ; i s r s a u e * * * } * ^ 
alaatea later* tha brakomaa staadi&i there gave i t a 
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mm eae*4 elgacl, and ne It passed ever tb© switch Its 
Steed was increased, la had intended te hoard the engine 
eat the speed was tee freat end he gave the eagiaaea* ef 
ala train a slew signal and shouted te M% eat neither 
«ae heeded. He said that mm he first saw extra 
approaching It was coming around the curve, and shea he 
aaa that the eagiaeaaa eould net see his signal® he creas­
ed ever te the fireman*e aide ef the tract* Ee amid thet 
tfca train was soving peat hia at a speed ef eight er nine 
ailee ea hour* thet he got oa the eighth ear from the ca-
flae 9 aad It moved cheat three ear lengths farther, whaa 
I t eaae te a step* Upon going te tbe freat end ef the 
trala he saw i t had collided with tae rear ef traia ae» B4» 

tnginnaan Harvey ef @%%m ztm eteted thet wbaa hie 
traia approached Hilgsrd he feaad the aateaatle signals 
ngalast him and he expected te atop at the west switch 
and had aade arrengemeate to do so, eat when a eraaanan 
there save hits a signal te cone ahead he saswered i t eat 
ale train aoved forward st a speed ef cheat five alien aa 
hear, the trela being abeat It er 16 ear lengths west ef 
ths west switch at 'the time* Be alaced the brake vulva 
la fal l release rositiea, aad abeat the tiae the engine 
reached the switah he ante a service application of the 
brakes ef abeat B pounds reduction, lie heard eemebedy 
eall aa he passed the switch bat did net hear what ws sell* 
Ba said he was leaalai eat ef the eeb window aad mm one 
rear light ea the caboose ef train He, m about 3 ear 
leaf ths ahead* When aeSced if he hen ale train under cen­
tral at ailgere, Eaginceaa Snrvey replied; *Ke, 1 erne 
aat under control ea thet carve there* But under the 
elreumstaaees the tracic relag lined up and the f la^sa 
signaling m te came ahead X amd a right te mppmm they 
aeald net let aa dawn there it the tract was net clear** 
le aaid that the flagiwa wea ea the ground and he thought 
taat he weald net aigpel him ahead without haowiag whether 
the treefc was clear, end he t»d a right te expect that 
the flagnaa would give MM seme protection* fie alee said 
taat he aaew trela le* 24 wee a leeal traia and that It 
might have way freight te aalead at Hilgard* 

Oeadaeter Maheaey ef extra £1£® eteted that when 
train le* £4 passed his tmin at Slaver he Instructed 
BraSceaaa Pearson te m with that train te Oilgare ami 
held extra tim there until extra nm arrived* Aftar 
train He* M left Glever end tbe automatic signal want 
te the clear pesitiea, his train left there about at 
10*1£ p*a* cad st abeat 10,20 p.a* the enainemaa souad-
ed the whistle for Hllip*3?d# boa his traia reached the 
west switch Its speed was reduced te about 5 miles ea 
hear, then the brakes î era released, and its speed had 



increased to 8 or 10 alien AN HOUR **©a it EASAE te A sud­
den etep ae i f there HAD BEEN A heavy ap^llaatloa EF the 
air FEREAE©. HE STERTEI towera' THE FRONT m& of the TRELA 
mi did net icaow THERE BED boon a eelllsioa UNTIL H® reach­
ed ths engine* 

fireman Touag of extra 212* etaTEA th«t WHEN HI® 
tfeia eaehed THE wost awitah at Kilgcrd tbe algae! ia-
dleatis» WAS r*#, the aalteb was llns4 tip for THE ressing 
ferae** aad tbe erafeeaaa there §»VE taent a ELGNEL TO eons 
ene*4» THE- SPEED of the TRAIN at tnta TIME beiae EHEAT 
FIVE AILEA an hear* fie at.-ted that HIS trsria e*-: ?o*ieh« 
*4 tha WEAT evitab HE w f-rei&enaa "eareea ebeat four OR 
fire ear length* ewey with a red light SAD a white light 
in one bead, atendlap about of ;cf ite THE loeor*5TIV<* of 
antra flBS* «nd wee eertnin b* eld not give eny eir^X* 
far h® V«R. Tookinr st htn NIL tbe TIFLM* fteitLer did be 
hear hia about KC tbe trela ; a need bis. £e HE J..esse* 
Prciker̂ a P*araen h# sa* thr- r<-*r cr TRAIA * ~ * ' 4 
about two C«R iocftjs zf»l -lout tr^T 1 t o ea* 
GISEA&N ayPILED t?te elr brake* IN es*er£en3y« He could 
NOT ©EE MH«4 further CM R.a ôu&T EF T^C eurve* 

Heed ?r*-KeftLsa Ceiboun af «T.tr" 213 ?tatad t!;*t be 
war riding 11 or 14 oara froa tbe front end af tuc traia 
V>hea it a,.: ro*»sh«d Rllgcrd >>nd IIO sew tlvit r e SI n«l 
THERE W&S y«&4* He aaw t fere>&AU-& P„* THE ^EST a* it eh 
give tho anginas* *n CAS# ehesd AF*|N:~LT LII^ trela 
started in ON t- M , n^eiu R truotv*. AND 06 e te N <»toj<* 
*.hea HE SFTFT- titc &IR ,:r*asurc R^OI%; 4^7® LIE t^ugbt the 
TREIN bad broke* in two end B#gan tur:'in* <io*.n ti*e ra­
ta lne re. but wNen H# reae&ea the frontend of ts>e trtla 
HA sew THAT tber* b&ea & collision FTA.4 *r«ai bee's, 
AND SET th® erak*«» *S M S traia. LIE eteted that 
ALA® A a&a at tno --.eat awitt-h > 1 th rfti *IM vhite 
lanterns when FILE train reached v.erc but oould SOT 
SAY waather hm ?{ave aL.pjfc.la to nla trein cr AOT* S« 
TBOATHT THAT THA AG«MSD SF al« TRAIN at t«-e T I A * 3F 
aallialea WAE aeoat a ^ L # A SAL hour* 

lagiaamaa BESTTY EF ©xtrr £163 ati.tod t:tat he SAW 
EXTRA appraeehia^ THE weat a^itoh :mi he saw Itrelte* 
aaa I'eer«EN £»ive AIE« SIGNALS TE that trein *tiioft tue 
flr«SSA EOULD have ®E@a U&& HE H«en looaiag out* le 
ETSTEI that H© DID aat e>m BFNICCSA® ?®«REON GIT# my 
mm ehaad al̂ aiaia TO ©xtra 21S9t AND THE ONLY SIGNS! 
he SAW HIS GIVE -m® A alov̂  ap SIGNAL* 

Srakeaaa «AI® EF extra £1S5 stated THAT be WKB 
ET THS EWITEH «AAA EXTRA SRRIV#D mmm. m4 HE gave 
THEA A EEME EHEED SIGNAL «&d THAT traia ;aaa^d HIS ST 
A «f>EE^ EF & ER 10 S I I E S aa HOAR* 
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On O c t o b e r 9th a teat was aade to oaterftla* a t *het 
d i s t w o e tha aaglaa&aa aad flrafuaa of m%Tntim c o u l d 
have «e@a the eabcoaa cm traia No* 1*4 ee their trnla « s a 
a;>p*oaehlag H I l# s rd« tralaa were placed i a the mm pa* 
altloaa t r a i a l o * *4 aad mtm 315$ o o ^ l e d on t he night 
o f the «coid«at f and a light aagiae opprosched Hilgard. 
f r o a tfee aaaa diractloa e x t r a # | f a npnaOMd i t * By 
t h i * t e a t i t T«tas laaraad t ha t tne f lraaaa o f e x t r a Uln® 
c o u l d hm& mm t ne oeboaae o f traia Bo* M a t a diataaaa 
©f 3S7 f e a t i f he bad been l o o k i n g through t h e front wla~ * 
tow o f the aaa* o r a d i®t*aoe o f Ml feat fe»d he beaa 
l o * a i a g o a t o f t he ©ah* t h e eag laeaaa cou ld hmw, t eaa 
the embooae a d i s t e a o e o f £45 faat hy l e a a i s g ou t o f the 
oao* 

S^aaiai tiaa*oard » l a So* 8 o f the Orasaa«Waehiadtott 
Eellro&d 4 SfaTl&atloa Conpaay reed® aa f a l l o w s * 

mzimmt® m mm* All traias, y*rd 
inea* l i g h t e a g i a o a . ate** mu% p r o c e e d 
a r coatrol i a both direotloaa t d t h l a 

y&rda a t Uaetilla* P i l o t Eoote let** Faadle** 
tea t Karwile, La Oraada* Baker, auatla^tatt 
aad Wallowa* 

* iwa3f ios Af mm mtsmu&* where 
y a r d l i m i t algaa a r e a o t © r i o t e d » the ata» 
tioa (s) ahiatliag p o u t s w i l l be coaa ide r ed 
the ya rd l i m i t ® * Statlaaa r e f e r r e d t o a r e 
thoaa ihoaa o a the f s o o o f t ime t a b l e aeha« 
da le* fatra ireift® aoat approach » o h ata-
tlona expect lag. t o f l a t a*ia t r a o k occupied 
wi thou t flag protectloa, aad abould aay col -
l i a i o a o c c u r * the r e s p a a a i b U l t y w i l l raab 
ajton t b e e x t r a t r a i a a^proaaalag t h e s t a t l o a * -
f ra ia® o o e a w i a i mala t r ade a t such atatuna 
m a t p r o t e c t agu i aa t ragalar tralaa aad w i l t 
a l s o be governed \ty mlm ia regard t o a e o t * 
l ag aad rl3fct«of*>tr*ok order®* * 

Under thie rule extra traias met approach Hllgcrd ee-
pectia t o fiad the a u l a t r a c t o c c u p i e d * aad l a mm o f 
c a l l l e l o a i t p laco® t b e raaaooaibility upoa the approach* 
l a g ©st ra t r a i a * 

T h i s aaeiftaat wm osuaad by t a f a i l u r e af l a g i a e * 
mm torvey t o have h la train uadar coatrol aparoaahias 
ftllftard*. • M B M f l l as r e q u i r e d by t h i s ru le* 

the aaaroaah aa H l l g « r d f rom th© vaat i s oa a 1*S^ 
daaooad iag §rad© aad a 3~d«gree cu rve* aalla t he raage 
o f v iolent o f appraaeaiag o a g i a e s o a ia H a l t e d * lagiaa* 
am Sarvay e a e r o i s e d p o o r | u d # w a t i a galag iato tb® 



taanlaf iraafc there with ® heavy tmin m the 4eaee»din# 
grade at snob ®pmm m to be unable to brine, i t to a atop 
withla tea range of tola vi@iea* Sa ala® knew that train 
Io, 24 waa a leeal freight trala that did the leoal work 
at eaeh station aad that i t eeuld aet he eery fer ia at-
rsaaee ef hie traia* ead ea that aeeeaat he gheald heve 
exereised great eara uj»e» eaterias the paesiag traok at 
Sllgeta, 

Englnesaaa tarrey ms employed ea aa eaclaeaea la 
191£, tad hat a food record* Firemaa Young aad been en-
fief ad ea sueh fer a paried of afceut two years* 

e\ovr« 


