Ho. 476

IN BY INVESTIGATION OF AR 40 IDENT rHICH OCCURRSD ON THE
ORZGONWASHINOTON RAILHOAD & HAVIOAPIUN Cusldi
AT BILGARD, Ok, ON OCTOBYF 6, 1917,

Oetoner 31, 1917,

08 Ootodber 8, 1917, thers was a resr-end oollialon
between two freighnt trains on the Oregon-Pashington ¥alla
road & Havigastion Coupsny at Bilgsrd, Ore., which rosulse
ed in the death of two peysons, After investigsatisn the
Chief of tho Buresny of Safety reporie ge followst

That part of the Dreconefasiington lallrosd & Havie
gation ﬁﬂm@&nifu?on wiloh thisg ngoldent cowmrrad igra
single-traok line, over whioh train novements ovs gOVeEfe
o by automatioe blook ajisonals, At Hilgerd the dletant

1z looated 2,758 fent west of the wesi pasalnge
track switeh, sndéd the bome signal iz loented 87 fest west
of that switoh. Inginemen spproadghing the home =ignal
fyom the west can see it for about %,500 feel, but thetr
view beyond is obstruotsd by trees,

Bastbound freiznt train Ho, 74 oconsisted of 40 gars,
hsuled by loocosmotive D116, and waz in chorge of Comduetor
Pulton and Foginewen Bnodgracs. It left Kemelwe, Ove,, at
P2l pune, passed esatbound extrs 189 st Glover, Ure.,
Be7 milos west of Hilgerd, snd upon arrival st ﬁilﬁ%rﬁ it
heeded in on the westbound pazsing track, beepuse the nein
dine wau gocupied by extrs X183, pulled dowsn opposits the
depot with the rear end of its seboose about ﬁeé food
eapt of the west awiteh, and the erev was unlosding mere
ohandise when their truin wesz struck ty eusthound er'pa
2159 =t sbout 10,38 LDalle

Esstbound extrs »li9, having ¢ tonnusee of I, k80
tone, oonslated of 3V ears, hauled by looomotive FliR,
and wes in oharge of Conduoter dehoney and Fngineuzssn
Harvey. Ais soon ss the sutomatlic biook signel went to
the clear position after truin Ho. B4 left Ulover, Lhis
train followed thut breln snd ynesing the digtunt signel
ot esution and the nome siynal »t danger, oolllded ith
it on Hilgerd passing tracx while runuiog st & spesd of
about 6 miloe an hour.

The force of the gellision drove train Ho., 74 Tore
wird sbout 78 feet, and the ouboose of thet traln tele-
sooped ouitlit box car Ho. J1080 whleh was Lamedictely
aheed of it, The frase of the soboore wan sertislly ree
inforeod by steel snd wes uvol Budly dameged by the golli-
slcn. The second cer sheed of the cubuose, cutfit bor
gsar No, 01108, was foroed up on top of the wretknse of



the sabooae and anr Yic. 01000, The wiredtkass wes throwm
ainst trein Ho. 2183, which was standing on the mein
s, and eaught fire, counpletely destroying cars 01090,
31108 sud the eaboose, cnd demsglng 6 atook ger in tyain
Ho, 2183, The two pe. wons Killed were ¢ signelaan and
his wife who were riaius 1o ouv 01080, Locamotive 2129
wis $ligbstly damaged. Tie sealhor st the 2ine was olewr.
Agprosening Bhe polul of aveidont from the west
the track 1g struight for 1,008 feet, then there is a
l.8adeogree ourss to the yight, 980 feet long, Lhen &
G=dsgroe ove o Lhe riolt, i.ﬁal faoe Long, N & Libe
nt 1,787 Poob long, then u Jedegies curve o the lofl,
438 oot lodge Whe socldent odour ed 870 feet Ln om
t&ia latter cuzve., The giudy Vealies FPom Le8k tu 1.8%
doscendinvg for esc.bound truinn. Un the bangeat just
preoading the J-digres gurvs oo whlel the aociistt 000UPe
red tho Zrade 18 Jv deddendlag edatsers for 8% rees, aad
far the roaeindus o7 the llszlence 30 the 01nL Lf &oule
dent 1t 1z 1,8l

AL AN LGl ARG Pa . 23 Lieia 0. 8 &toted that hie
Sraln entered the pas lag traok st Hllgeard ot about 10,31
Paliey Oun20 L0 & sbou =2t the dusos LD w0 or wires miuules
#nd the oclilsion cocur ed & fow Liluuton luter.

Conduetor Fulton of toulis Loe L4 stifua Bt upoR
errivel ol Hilgord he Juund thel the oiev of wutra 21563,
weieh wes étundlng on tho =ein teravk, hed lioed up the
wect ewitel Por his t:ely o so L on the paaslBg LTREK,
The trein proceed € to Lhe 46,06, bic 40200 438 3T6v Lad
unlonded zoue Trelaot Toadustor ﬁulaﬁn shiled tiusi he
walked to the front end of the Erals, 3ld $he en e
mer t0 pull down ABUL Lo ewsb pes ing track, starded
%0 walk buo kK to the resy of his train and had gotten
within sbout 10 €axr lengihe of Lbe zesr end whan ne
eallision oo urred st aboul 10430 1.3

Brakassn Pearszon of oxtra $1i2 atutad thot e rode
the engine of traln Ho. 24 froo Glovar o Milaard vor
the surposs of holdins axtra 21338 «i thot stusion for
his trein and that when he renshad the west swileh he
dropped off. He vaw n brakeuan there, nopified nin that
gxtre 2120 wes aoging and direcst  him $o laave tne
gwitah set so that train conld heed In on the assing
Traok; he then went Lo vhore extrs L1523 was stunaiug
advised the enginaeman thad extre 7180 wan coming, ané
twld him %o welt thero until 4t nrrived. He said thut
Iros hle position about four or Piwe cur langth. Crom
the switeh he sould not zee train Do, T4 wvhen 11 coow
0 & atop, slthough 1te recr 1ishts ware burnlng vhen
it pasned him ¥He eould gec dovn :ﬁﬁipﬂﬁmima treck B

ue of cnly four or f£i ser ths, He stat
bt A L R &rrivaﬁwxikﬁﬁa e At RS S
minutes later, the brakeman atsnding thore gave it &
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eome aheqd signel, and as 1t iaacaé over the switoh its
spsed wes inoreased, He hed intended to dourd the emgine
but the speed was taomgraat end he gave the enzinesen of
his train e alow signal and shoyted to him, but neitber
wes hesdod, He seld that when he first saw extrs E1:20
&pproaching it we: coming sround the ourve, and when he
asw that the engineman could not see his aignaza he 0r0ss-
o8 over to the firentan®s side of the track, He sald thet
the train wves moving past him at & speed of slght or nine
miles sl hour, thei he got on the eizhth oar from the €D
s 8nd it moved ahout three oer lengths further, whon
t sume to a4 stop. Upom going to the Iront end of the
train he saw it hed edllided with the year of traln Bo. 24,

Inginomen Barvey of extya 2120 oatated that when his
train approached Hilgend he found the mutomstic slignals
againgt him and be expectad to stop at the west switeh
and had mede arvsngements to 4o so, but when a brakemsn
there gave hizm n signal 20 oone sheed he answered it and
his trzin moved forward ab a speed of asbout five nilles an
hour, the train being ebout 1 or 18 ear lengthas west of
the weat switeh st the time. He plaoed the brake vilve
in full relecse rosition, and sbout the tinme the engine
reached the switeh he naﬁn a seyvice applieation of the
brukes of about & pounds redustion. fe heerd somebody
¢all ap he passed the switeh hut 413 not hear vhet wes salll.
He suif he was leaning out of the oab window end ssw one
rear 1ight on the esboose of tyain Ko, Bd about 3 sar

# ahead, Whon asked ir he hed his troin under cone
trol at milgurd, Ingineman Hurvey replied; ®Ko, I wes
not under control on that curve there, Put undsr the
siroumstences the track telng lined up and the flagman
slgneling wme to come shead I Med & right to suppose 5&3{
would not let me 4dowm thore i1 the treck wes not elear,
fie said that the flagnun wae on the ground and he thought
that he would not signel him shead without Enowing whether
the treck wes olear, and he hed & right to expect that
the Tlagnsn would givo him some protection. He also said
that he knew trein No, 24 ves s loocsl traln snd thet it
might heve way fyelght to unlend at Hilgerd,

Conduotor Mahoney of extra 21720 stated thst vhen
trein Ho. 74 pessed him treln at $lover be instructed
Brokemasn Pearson to zo with that trein to Hllgard and
hald extra L1823 there until extra 71:9 eyrived, After
traln Ho. Z4 left Glever and the sutomstic signel went
$0 the oleasry poaition, hia trein left there about at
10415 pase umd 2t about 10,30 p.m. the inecian sounde
od the whistle for Hilgard, Yhen his train resched the
waat swlitoh 1ts speed waa redused to about 5 miles an
hour, then the brekes were releassed, sud its specd hed
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{porecsed to 8 or 10 miles an hour +hoh 1% esme Lo & gude
den stoy as if there had beont a heswy ep.liecation of the
gly brekes. He sterted toward the front end of the tyaln
gnd 814 not xnow there hed beon s eollision untlil he reache

ad the engine.

Poiresman Youne of extire 2129 stated that when his
trein -esched the west switeh st Eilgord the signnl ine
diection was ref, the awiteh wes lined up for the resaling
traok, and the Lrvekewsn thers gove them ¢ signsl to sone
chead, the apeed of tne trein at tiis time beiny shout
five niles on hour. BHe gtrted thet &8 hilz trein ar)roadhe-
&8 the weast 9uiteh he sav [rekensn Cesapson aiout four or
five aar longths ewny with 2 rod light and = white 1lgut
in one hand, standing about opjosite the lozommtive of
extra F183, snd wes ocerteln he &14 not glve eny elgnzls
for he woe Tookinr 51 %im 211 the fime, NeltlLer &1d he
hosr him ghout wve the trein -esped Bim. 2 he sasmed
Brokennh Peaprson he zav the rpoer 140Nt o trals doe T4
ahout two 3y lenstud mhsad od ~boaut g0t tine V.o éne
ginenan eyplied the z2ir brakes in emergen~y. e could
Bot pee shead Purtrer an soawgunt of tLic TurVe.

Head Fy-iewrn Dalhoun of oytye ZINS stated £l0 4 he
wre viding 1% or 14 carg from the front end of tue Erain
when 8 &) rosshed Hilgerd ond he osw tumt tre i uel
there wes rede, He gsw o brmbeccs 5t the sest sviteh
give Lhe enulborsn o S0Ee chend pignsly kis tro
gtarted 1o on L ,ougln: troods, and 63 & 1o 7 stojhe
chetth he Sew $Le elr oressure goiny dovh ke tLhought the
trein had broken ip two snd bepan tursine down the ree
telnors, but shen he resesed the Fromtend af the trein
he v thut there hed been 2 solliision sud went buek
apd 6t the bBrake o his vrain.  dHe atoted thst be
s2len suv & wen et Lhe ~est 8%ibch F1bh reld rnd vhilte
lanterns wheh kBics tysin reached tusre but sould not
Bey whether he guve slenecle to pis train or act. He
thought that the gpest of Bis train of tie bime of
aollisicn wee zbout 8 miles anll hour.

_ Bnginensn Festty of exirr L1583 atuted that he sew
extrs Bl29 epprocshning bthe wost suitoh ond he sawx Drskee
saen roareon sive slow sigoels fo thot tralp ehioel Lie
Piresn could heve seon had he been looking out. He
ststed ihot e £id not sew Brasosen Pesrson glive =ny
omse shssd slonals to exles 2188, and the only signsl
he paw hin give wss a2 slor up siganl.

Brekemet Yale of extem 2183 stuted that e wes
2t the switeh vhen extrs 129 srrived there cnd he guve
them a come ahead signsl snd that train essed hin st
g zyoed of 8 or 10 =iles an houvT.


http://aL.pjfc.la

ﬂﬁ'ﬂ

On Cotober Bth & Lot way nede to jJetaraine at whet
distance the snglaonen snd firsush of oxira2170 oould
huve sool the cuboose on train Mo, ¥4 se thelr train wee
aspronehling Hllgsrd, Tralos wore plsoed in the #ame po-
sitions tealin Ho, #4 and extrs 2152 oovunled on the alsht
of the sooldent, snd o 1light engine epprosched Hilgard,
from the goue dirﬁ@viﬁn extra 107 aprresnhéed v, Ny
this teat it wus leasrned thet trhe fivemss of erxirys (158
gould have gesn the Gebodse of train He, 24 at a distsunoe
or 587 feet if he had Leen loocking through the front wine .
dow of the oad, or & distunce of 341 fezet had he been
leaning out of the eads. The englnemsa could have ssen
thg seboose & diptense of £43 feet by leaning out of the
5573+ 19

Sreolal tiuneecard rule No. ¢ of the OregoneWashington
Felirond & Havigstion Compeny reads su followst

"EOVERESTS LH YAHDSe A1l traine, gerd
enginen, licht englnes, eto., must procsced
uwader control in both ﬁirmesiana within
yards ot Unetille, Pilot Fook Jot., Pendlee
ton, Kanels, Le Urande, BRkKer, Huntington
and ¥allowa,

PEROTEOTIOR AT OTHIEY OT4TI0GLS  ¥here
yard 1imis signs are not eregted, the stas-
tion (&) whiotling posts will be considered
the yard linits, Stations referred to are
those shown on the fsoe of time table sohew
dule, Extre trelng muet approsck suoch atew
tions expecting %o find main track ogduplied
without fleg protection, and should any oole
liston oogur, the respomsibility will raest
upen the sxtrs traln spprvosching the statlon, .
Preins ocooupying melin trsok 2t such statippa
st protect sgeinsd regular trains snd will
aleo be governed b rales in rocard 0 noete
ing and righteofetraok orders.”

Under thin rule cxtre trains et approsch Filgsrd oo
pectin: to Tind the mein track ovcupied, and in cuse of
sollision it places the responsibility upon the ap,rosshe
ing oxtrs trsin,.

This secident wae ozused by ¢ ¢ fellure of Buginew
Bmal Harvey to have bis train under coutrol epprovohing
Hilgard, IR «: required by this cule,

The approseh 80 Hilgard from btho wost is o o l.&%
deaconding grade and o 3-degres curve, vhile the range
of vislon of spprosobing englinemen 15 limited, Tngliee
man Harvey exeroized poor Judgment in golng into the
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pasaing ‘rack there with a neavy train opn the desceniing
grade at suoh syeed s to be unable to bring 1t to a stop
within the range of his vigion, He also kanew thet train
How 24 wes » looal freight train thst did the looal work
at onoh station and that it osould not de very fer in ade
venoe of his trgin, and opn that socount he ghould have
§::§@;gaﬁ great care upon endering the pzesing treck at
B

Enginenen Harvey wes awglaga& ap an englcensn in

1012, snd hed = good yecord, Firsmen Young hed boell o
ployed sa gueh for s period of eitout two yeare,
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