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’ INTER3TATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THZ DIRECICR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE IN-
VESTIGATION OF &N ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
9 OREGON SHORT LINE RATLROAD, UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM,
AT NUGGET, WYO , ON SZPTEMBER 23, 1929

January 21, 1930
To the Commissicn:

On 3eptember 22, 1929, there was a rear-end
collision between a freight train and a light engine
on the Qregon Short Line Railrcad, Union Pacific Sys-
tem, at Mugzet, Wyo , resulting in the death of one
employee

Location and llethod of Operation

This accident occurred on the First Subdaivi-
sion of the Utah Division, extending between Granger,
Wyo , and Montpelier, Ida , a distance of 115 miles,
1n the vicinity of the point ¢f accident this 1s a
single—-track line over which trains are operated by
time—-table, train orders, and an automatic block-sig-
nal system The passing track at Nugget, on which
the accident cccurred, at a point 1,887 feet from the
east switch, 1s 4,733 feet 1n length and parallels
the main track oa 1ne south Approaching the point
of accident from the east, beginning at the turnout,
the passing track 1s tangent for a distance of 1,186
feet, following which there 1s a 4° 51! curve to the
right 1,350 feet in length, the accident occurring cn
this curve at a point 447 feet from 1ts eastern end
There 1g ancther passing track which parallels the
ma1n track on the north The grade for westbound
trains 18 slightly descending

Under the rules, frains using a siding must

proceed with caution, expecting to find 1t cccupied

oy other trains, while under i1unstructions contained

1n Consplidated Superintendent’'s Bulletin Orders No.
. 5, revised to January 23, 1929, trainmen and engine-

mern will be held responsible for strikianc cars on

sidings or for damage done 1in making emergency stop

to aveid strikingz cars If view 18 obstructed, brake-

men muat be sent ahead

The markers of a cabocse standing at the
point of accident are plainly visible from the cab of
a westbound engine, making a back-up usovement, for a
distince of more than 2,500 feet, and while these
lights remain 1in constant view from the fireman's side,
nevertheless, on account of the curve, 1t can not be



detiai1tely detersined upon which ti1ack a caboose 18
gtanding until withian a sanrt distance of 1% The

view from tne engineman's side 1s obstructed inter-
mittently until thce sngine backs in on the passing
track, at the sast switch, the caboose markers tncn

can oe seen from the engineman's side for a distance

of 539 feet, 2fter which they pass out of the engine—— -
man's line of vision, the marker on the south side
agaln coming intc view of the enginewan when he 1s
avout 20 feet froi1 1t

The weother wag cloudy -t the time of the acci-
dent, which occurred apout 11:45 p m

Descripticn

Wwestbound freight train exvra 2583 consisted
of 57 cars and : caboose, hauled by engine 83535, and
was 1n charge of Conductor Gardner and Enginémsnp
Pow.,ll. ©On arrival at Nugget, at avout 11 2% p m.,
€xtiz 2553 hzaded 1n 2% the east switch of the vass-
in. track in ordcr to mecl easthound freight train
extra 5084, and while standing on the passing track
tae¢ rear cend of the capcosc was struck oy light en-
gine 2549,

Lignt engine 28549, of the 32-8-2-type, headed
east, was 1n charzge of Engineman Carrington and Fire-
min Huggins Tre tunder, recbanoulr in shape, was
cquipped with o headlight on the re~r énd of the cis-
tern his engine wos engaged 1n helper service, had
1831sted two eastbound troins from Nugget to Tunnel,
2 dlsteace of 14 7 miles, z2nd wes returning to Nugget
1n order %o assist extra HO84 fto Tunnel, but while
wzking 2 back-up mevement through the passing track
1% collided with extra 35563 wnile traveling at =
specd estimatved to hove been betwoeon 12 nd 15 miles
per hour

The caboosc of extiz 2553 w2s demolished and
the roar truck of the adjacent co2r was der-iled The
rerr truck of the teander of engine 3549 wag doroiled
ond the engine 1tself wns slightly d-naged The em—
ployec killed was a ro=ad [orenan of <ngincés, i ®Mp wos
1n the cnboose 2t the time of the accadent

Suna ry of Evidence

Counductor Gordnei, of cxtra 2583, stated that
28 his trzin hooded 1n -t the <~st 3witcn, hc stood
on the rear pl-tform of the caboosc to watch the flog-
m*n cleose thne switch Wnen his trzin came to 2 stop,
2t bout 11432 p m., the i1ndic:itor lomps +nd the
m~rkers on the coboose were barning, but the cupols
1l ymo was out, having a leaky fount, the wirkers were
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displayra;, red indications fto lhe rear, 1t having been
neglected to tarn thew. There was also a lizhied red
lamp Just 1nside the rear door of the caboose Ee 728
on the north side of his tiain and .pbout tvo car-
lengths west of his coboosge ot the time light engine
P548 ~pproached, backing up 2t o speed of bout 15 or
20 mles per hour, '1th the ne~dlizht on the reor of
the tender burning oraightly. O~ definitely re~lizing
th~t the engine w-s going to o-ck 1nto his cnboose, he
1mmedi~tely ron toward tae ~ppro-cairag engine, vviih his
flagmon richt oehaind him, -nd re-~ched -~ point from two
te si1x crr-lenzths e~st of the c-boose, he s11d he
gsnouted ~ warning of dr-nger, —ad g the fireman oan the
deck of the engine, »nd th t the firem~n dropped his
shovel -nd jumped to the wiadow on heé-ring thea shout,
the cellvsion occurring 1mmedi~tely fterwu-ids., Con-
ductor G.rdner furtacr st~ted th-t 2¢ did not h ve 2
l-anvern with him, but th-t the fl~gw~n di1d h-ve onc, -nd
he s~1d th-t ne did not think ne could h-ve crossed
over te the south siae of the prssing track in szfcely,
i1 order to give 2 gorining of d nger oa tnce enginemon's
szde of tue lizht eangine. After tne ~ccadent the cor-
dactor cluubed -bo-rd the light engine -nd he s-1d ti-t
2t thit time the firerina nsked hia whether the warrkers
vere ourning, ~ad he informed tre {irewan ih~t they
«2re, and were displying red tc the rear,

Fl~gzw~n Robinson, of extrn 2053, stoted ih-t
Jhea his traia c-meée to - stop on the prssing tr-ck, he
left the c-boose 'nd w-lked ~he-d ~long the south side
of the tr-in 2 gist-nce or ~bout 25 o1 30 c-r-lengths,
locking over t.ae br-kes, broke pewas, Journcls, c¢tc.,
crosged over to the vortn side of the trran, ~ad then
crue breck to the c-boose He s~- light cngine 2549
wporotching, -nd on definitely re-lizing th-t something
w8 rong, by vlicn time the re-r he~alight on the ten-
der .-s shining brizhtly in his f~ce, e rn Lo, rd the
"ppro~ching engine on the firem~n's side, s~ying th-t
he did nel h-ove tiwe to cross over to tne engianen n's
si1de 1n s-foty, vviag stop sign~ls w1th his clectric
l°ntcin ~nd shouting, but to no avail, he thought he
had rescned a vnoint about 30 or 40 feet from the caboose
.hien the collision cccurred The statements oI Flagman
Robinson 28 to the actions of tiae fireman of light en-
gine 2549, imuediately nrior to the accident, weile siwmi-
lar to tuose of Conductor Garduer Flagman Rooinson
further stated that ne did not turn fhe merkers —hen
his train »ent i1in on the passi.y tracx as he thought
his train .ould depart in a short time and thot he
n1ght be do.n along the train looking 1t over and .ould
rot hzve 1iuwe to turn them back egzia. Tne markers
rere not renoved from their brackeis hile the traza
28 oa the pass.ng track, being 1in place, lighted, and
displayinz red i1adications to the rear.
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Enginemaa Corrington, of light engine 23549,
stoted tnat after cloaing the east siitch, the fire-
man climbed upen the aead br-keman's s8¢~1t bhox and
Taced tc.ards the tender, remoiniac there 2all the
time, /hile the enginenn sat on his own sent box
T~ciag in the same direction, lexning on the arm
rest, with hie head out of the .indou Trne ligh
engrae /s woviny <o 1 the passing track uader con-
trol, ot 2 speed of 2bout 12 or 1o wmiles per hour,
and his fireman shouted "all clear", this being
about ergnt seconds before the collision occurred.
The a1r brakes were i1n proper coadition, but he did
not apply them until the crash occurred, nct having
been given any varning of daager and 1t was the en-
gineran's opinion lhat he could have stopped without
difticulty had hec been warned Engineman Carrington
farther stated that the fireman he had or this ccca-
sion, Fireman Huggins, had only woirked with him for
three days, and while he did not kiuow how long the
fireman had been in the service, yet he acoprared to
be competeant, and ae expressed the opinion that oro-
vided the caboogse markers werc burninge and display-
ing red indications to the rewr, 1t would have led
the fireman to beilieve that extra 2bH53 was standing
on tie maia track instead of the passing track. En-
gimeman Carrington was unable to explain his own
fallure to notice the markers of extra 2553 wnile on
the main track or while backing through the east end
of the passiug track

Fireman Hugoins, of light engine 23549, had
had about 81 doys! experiencc as o road fireman and
nad been in helpcr service for three days 2t the tinme
of the ccident He stated that after he cleosed tne
switch, he elimbedupon the engine and snt on the hend
brokeman's sot box ~nd locked out of the window, fac—
1ag the direction in which the engine vas moving, 2nd
21though keevning z lockout continuously, yet he was
un~v.are of caything wrong until tne collision occurred
He did not see ~ayone, or 1 light of any kind, except
the caution indication of - block signal coveraing
the movewment or 2 trnain on the mrin track, wnich sig-
n2l 1s located o. the north side of the tr-cks -nd
2bout 250 feet eatv of uwnere the collision occurred,
and he desnied hoving besn on the deck of the eagine,
18 claimed oy the conductor and flagaon of extra 2553
Enginemrn Corrington h-d rustructed him fo be prrticu-
larly crreful when mrkine ~ brck—up rioverient on this
oassinz track, s 1t might be occuvied by =z train,

"nd he s id th~t just pricr to the collision ne in-
fornmed Enginem.n Cerrington th t everything was clenr
Fiicana Huggins further stoted that 2t the time his
ensine was assicting the last eastbound train, extra
2653 was passed 1n the vicinity of Fossil, 5 7 miles



cast of Nugget, 11 coubleé-track territory, and that
ne loocked back and saw the mzrkers burning on extra
2503, sa0d he said 1% was reasonzdle to preswie that
taey were still buraing when exira 2553 came to a
stop on the oassing track, he could offer no plaus-
1ble excuse for not having seen the ceboose

Tegsts made subgeosuent to the accident dis-
closed that even with no lights displayed on the ca-
boose as 1t slood on the curve at the point of acci-—
deni, 1t could have been distinctly seen for a dis-—-
taace of 372 fecet from tne fireman's side of the cab
of the light engine, by weans of the rays of the
headliznt on the rear of the tender At no tine
while backing arouad the curve did the view of the
caboose pass out of vision from the fireman's side,
nor did the rays of the rear headlight fail to shine
unon and distincily outline the caboocse

Conclusions

This accidcnt was caused primarily by the fail-
ure of Fireran Hugrins, of light engine 2549, to main—
tain a proper lookout and to give warning of a caboose
ahead while maki.o a back-up movement on a passing
track.

Tne tegtimony 18 to the effect that the markers
on the caboosc of cxtra 3553 were barning, dbut that 1t
had becen neglected to turn them after the caboose eanter-
2d the siding, with tne result that they displayed red
indications to the rear Such an 1ndication usually
means that the caboose 18 on the main track, and while
this might have wmisled the engineman and fireman of en-
gine 2549 hgd they noticed the markers, yet 1t does not
gxplain their total failure to see the markers at any
time, nor does 1t explalin why Fireman Hugzins should
heve notified the enzineman, at 2 time when the engine-—
man's vicew ras obscured, that tae track whs clear,
particulorly in view of thc foct that the caboose could
have been seen a distance of 372 fcet, cven had no
markers been displayed The ceonductor and flagman of
extrz 3553 szi1d Fircman Huggins was on the deck of tne
enzince, .f this wos tac case, not only 1s a1t caplt ex-—
planation for the firemon's failurce to note that the
way was not clewr, but Engineman Carrington then would
be eqully reeponsible becruse of his ~ction 1n continu-
ing the back-up wmovement under such circumstancés

Firemin Hugging wns eaployed 2ag o road fireman
on October 24, 1928, was relieved from duty oan Novem-
ner 23, 1928, and was recolled on August 27, 1829,
Enginemyn Crrrington h~d had 17 ye-rs' cxperience "8
on enginemna At the time of the ~cecident, Firem~n
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Yuggins and Eagineman Carrington had been on duty
avout 8 nours snd 30 minuves, prior to which they had
been off duty avbout 12 hours, none of the octher em-
plovees involved had beern on duly in violation of

any of the provisicns of tne hours of service law

Resnectfully submnitted,
W P. BORLAND

Director



