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On January 13 # 1919, there was a derailment of 
a paeseager eoter ear on tho Ohio Sloe trio Bailmy at London, 
Ohio, whloh resulted In the death ef & passengers and injury 
to 9 passengere and £ employees* After investlgation, the 
Chief of the Bureau of Safety reports aa fellows; 

She Dayton & Uolumbus Division of the Ohio £Lee> 
tria .^ailwuy extends from Dayton, 0« to Golumbua, 0., a dis­
tance of 74,84 miles» and la a eingla-traok line, over whloh 
trains are operated by tlaae-table and trala ordern transmitted 
by telephone, no bloek signal system being ia use. Approaah-
lag the point of aeeident froa the north, tho direction from 
whloh eastbouad trains approach, there la about 2,480 feet 
of tangent traok, followed by a ourve to the left at Main and 
High streets, on uhioh the derailment ooourred. She traek 
for 900 feet is oa a descending grade of l«V£Jt, followed by 
tb feet of level grade, thea £26 feet of 2.1&* ascending grade, 
400 feat of 1*4% aaeeauing grade, and 350 feet of .76% as candy­
ing grade to th® pelat of accident, Main aad High streets 
latere set at right angles. She track at this pelat is laid 
with 91 pound rails, laid oa vwoden ties, set in oenerete and 
paved with brlofc. The ourve has a radian of 70 feet aad aa 
elevation of ths oat or rail of sir laches, the inner rail ef 
the curve being what ia known as guard-rail sect lea* After 
the accident the traok wag found to be in good condition* 
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?«e weather was hazy aad »iaty. 
Train Bo. SS eons Is tod of passenger aw tor oar So* 

263 and wafl on route frota Dayton, 0, to Golumfcue, 0, It 
left 5ayton at B.30 p,m» and at 9.50 p. a. arrived at 3prlag» 
fleld, where the oresr w&e relieved. The train departed 
from dprlngfield at iO.CO p.m. la charge of Conductor tflHard 
and Motorman Lahrffier. Bie train left Suomerford, a r«gla­
ter Ing etaticm 43.51 ailea east of jjayton, at 10.40 p.m. 
jipproaehlng the station on Main Street, London, 0., 3.92 
alias from oinnmeriord, a slippery raU iti encountered and 
the traia p&aaed the station and ma derailed at a point about 
180 feet east of it -*hile rounding the ourve from Main street 
to High Street while travel lag at a speed believed to have 
been »t least IS miles aa hour. As nearly as oun bo deter­
mined tho wheels wore sliding at tho tL-ae tha ear entered the 
curve aad continued %Q slide part my arotmd the ourve. £he 
momentum throw the oar over on ite right olio on tho eoufeh 
side of High Street, where the roof encountered a steal troUay 
wire pole, whloh sheared through the superstructure from a 
point ahout 12 feet from tho roar end of the roof to a point 
about Z foot above the floor at the center of the rear vesti­
bule, 

J&a&ittation shewed that ther* were no me-rke en the 
rails or on tho pavement In diss, ting the point at wnieh any 
of tho wheels loft the traak, hat there were flat apots li­
lac he e long on the nheel treads, and grooves about l/8 inoh 
deep cut In the flange of the right front wheel Just ahead of 



the flat spot and m the flange of the right Ho. % wheel 
just behind, the flat spot and also lighter grooves on the 
flanges of the right vtieels of the rear tro.ok at points 
eerresponding with those on the front track, all of which 
indicated that the oar kept the traok around the curve until 
turned over by its moment ma* 

MotoriB&n L&hraer stated that Oar 263 waa turned 
over to him at Springfield by Motorman MoOlarg, with the 
eonment that it was not braking evenly and on that account 
to he oa the lookout. He inspected the oar, found that the 
piston travel was escasaire and adjusted the brakes to his 
satlsfastion ey taking up ths slask hy mara of the alaok 
adjuster, setting it with hie hands* Ho did not notice the 
oondition of the hrak© shoes, exsspt to see that they had 
olearmnos froa the wheels and after laaking hie adjustments 
did not try the air or not 1st the amount of piston travel, 
neither did hs try ths sander or look in the aand box. His 
recollection was that afcile he vaa making the adjustasnt of 
the brakes, the regular inspector oajae around and said hs was 
not doing it right, that the brake shoes were too far away 
from the wheels, but the motorman said that aa hs had spent 
four years in adjusting brakes and had never had any trouble, 
he sonaidered himself competent, to do the nork, Hs said his 
train line pressure was 70 pounds and reservoir pressure 95 
pounds* Between Springfield and Suauaerford, several stops 
were mads, no trouble with tho air brakes hslng experienced* 



After leaving Juraaerford, whioh is 4 miles from London, he 
made no stops and fr©E that point down to 5th atrsst, two 
blooks from High otreet, ha handled the oar in hie austomary 
manner. Ho estimated th© speed in crossing 6th Strsst to 
have been 10 ailee an ho;ir and at this point began to nss 
his brakes for ths station stop at London* Hs first and* 
the usual reduction of about fe pounds, then a a lightly 
heavier *pplloatlon and ths thesis started to slide. fie 
released tho air, but was positive that after throning his 
brake lever in the release position the brakes did not rs-
leas a and he then applied power, thinking thnt tho brakes 
wold release and ths wha sis start turning j by this time 
the oar was nearly up to the ourre. Until he got on ths 
ourve he thought hs oomld get ths wheels to turning, out tbey 
were still sliding, so he then threw off power and applied 
ths saergsncy and then reversed, thinking ths brakes might 
release whan in baokiw-rd motion. When hs reversedt the oar 
was nsarly on the curve, and it sontinued at ahsmt 7 miles 
an hour to ths point where it left ths traok, Hs said ths 
whs sis wsre sliding from the tiroe hs applied the brakss at 
6th street until he got to the OUTTS and was gaining In 
spssd* Hs auld hs did not use his hand brake, but aftar 
passing &th Street turned on the sand, but oould not remember 
whether or not he turned it off before applying ths brakss* 
Hs thought hs oould have stopped at the station nad it not 
been for the slippery rail* 
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it ueo.~eu to /d uu i f the air applied in a jerky manner and 
would not release <julokly, causing the oar to skid some around 
CUTVOB. After going o f f duty, hs dsadhsadsd on Car £&$ frost 
Springfield to i i O i i d o n . &% Willis avenue, whioh is shout 900 
feet from 6th street, he felt the brakes being applied and 
thought that the wheels jrero sliding. He was talking with 
Oonduotor Millard, and jujt before it reaahed 6th Street, they 
both went baok to the rear platform, the speed waa then he­
reon 12 and 15 tailee an hour, \fi.on they were between 6th 
and 4th streets he boo&m© alamsa at the speed of the oar and 
did not think it would take tho ourve and Conductor Willard 
ruraB riled that he aldnTt believe they were going to get stopped* 
He aad notised the oar sliding a little before it reaehsd 
6th street and no was positive it was sliding by th© time it 
reached 4th btreat. da was thon alarmed at its speed and 
got off in front of the station, fro»& tho right side of the 
oar and Conduotor .lllard ^ot off on ths left side, both being 
thrown* Ihin station is about SCO test froa the >iurve« 

Motorman MeClorg stated that hs operated aar Z&3 
on ths day of the aooident and he thought t h e brakes were 
applying unevenly; there seem©A t o be ©ertain shoes whioh 
took hold tighter than others. Hs encountered several places 
where tho rail was ulipaery and the oar would el^ ds so that 
he *ould have to she ok i t s apeod, but nad no serious trouble 
in oontrolling it* iis looked at the sander, whioh Bssmed 
to be in good aonditlon and he used sand onae. .then hs 
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tarsed tae ear over to Hotormn Lahrnier a t Springfield tae 
aand hex was two*thirds full. He told Motorman L&hrmor 
that the brakes were a little uneven and the latter asked 
him if he had done anything with the slack adjuster, to 
which he replied in tho negative, and Metoraan Lafarmex said 
he would adjust it. Ho considered tho grade from the Cor­
poration line down to 5th street in London a bad grade If 
a slippery rail wae encountered aad said ho crould aot want 
to descend the grade a t a speed o f M o r e than 8 or 10 alios 
an hour. Ho said he usually begins braking for tho {station 
step about half m y between Park and 6 th .Streets, and had 
nevor had any difficulty in making that stop, 

Motorman Halderraan etated that he operated Car 263 
during the day of the accident a di3ta.no© of 180 mi lee* 
The rail wae a trifle slippery, but -.that- th© brakes vrorkod 
very well* He said he left the car in good condition when 
he turned it ever to Motorman tfoQlurg, 

Traok Inspectors Qrcen and Johnson, at Newark oar 
harm, stated that oa January 11th, Csr 263 was given aa 
inspection which embraced trucks, wheels, journals, hoses, 
brake rigging and brake shoes, tightening of stud bolts, ap­
plication aad release of air to test pis tea travel, aad taking 
ap of sleek ea hand brake, after which the car was reported te 
the foreman as being in stood coadltloa* 

Car Inspector Turner a t GelwEbua stated that about 
3*30 p.n, on the day of the accident he inchoated Car 263, 
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adjustJa t>hs tilt pressure and air Drakes, tested out the 
sander and put in a new trolley stand. Previous to hie 
inspection tho eer had run 331 alios en t&et day. 

Inspector Morris, stationed at Springfield, sal* 
tnat on the day of the aooident Car fiS3 wae brought Into the 
h a m at 9«&Q p.m. by Motor&an MOCIUTP, who said that the brakes 
were not working just rlfht and did not apply evenly. Before 
leaving with the oar at 10,00 p.m., Motorman Lahr&er worked 
on the slack adjuster, saying that h© would not ask any barn 
36ii to •adjust his brakes, that he aould aiw&ye adjust thoa 
better hiacelf• 

faster Mechanic Poote stated that he inspected Car 
£63 at 3,00 a.m. on the morning of Jen. 12th. After the 
accident he found the braking apparatus in good condition ex­
cept a broken brake rod, whloh he thought had b©e*v broken by 
the ear overturning;, as it vrae a iivv? br*ak, K I B exan I nation 
of the a and bos howed it to be over half foil of dry sand* 
Hie records showed that car 263 had been overhauled starch 82, 
1918, wae put in service 1,'aroh go, 1918, and had been running 
In service continually sines that tiae. On January 11th the 
car tras given the regular inspection, which consisted of i 
inspection of brakes, brake shoes, and replacement of worn 
brake shoesi adjustment ol br^oa to right amount of plates 
travel: inspection of aotornan,u brake valve and indicator 
gauge, of hlr compressor and governor, and of tho eander. 
Be considered Motorman Lahnaer aareful and efficient and one 



Conductor wiliard of Car 263 stated tr.at they left 
Summerlord on tiae and estimated the speed down hill approach­
ing 6th street at 14 or 16 miles an hour. He said the 
motorman usually Bhuts off power at Garfield avenue, or a 
little before reaching there, and applies his air at 5th 
.Street, preparatory to staking the station stop at London and 
did so on this occasion, reducing speed shortly after pass* 
lng Garfield Avenue• Approaching 5th Street, the ear was 
coasting down grade and when it crossed 5th street the wheels 
were eliding, but he thought the speed would be checked be­
fore they reaohed dth street and he stepped out on the rear 
platform in order to get off at the station* About the time 
they crossed 4th Street, going up ths grade, he noticed the 
speed was still excessive, it being then about 14 or 15 miles 
an hour; the oar m e then sliding and continued to slide 
until it r@aoh.ecl ths carve, Ee became convinced that the 
car would not take ths curve, so got down on the step aad 
jumped off in front of the station, about 70 or 80 feet from 
the curve, being thrown, and before getting to his feet ob­
served the car hit the curve at a speed of from 15 to 18 miles 
an hour and turn over* He made no effort to apply the air by 
means of his conductor's valve, as he thought it would be 
fatilc to apply ths air when the wheels were already sliding* 

Oonduotor MoQord abated tbat with Motorman MoGlurg 
he hud the ear on the run previous to the accident, froa 
Columbus to Day ten and return to Springfield, and on tbat trip 
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ef their best potted men as te the condition a ear should be 
tnj he said he took very good aare of equipment and was 
particular as to ths condition of brakes on cars he operated* 

Ths testimony of trainmen who were riding on ths 
car aa to its speed at ths time of ths accident was conflict­
ing. ?he motorman stated that when hs aade his first brake 
application for ths station atop at London th© car was travel­
ing st a speed of 10 mile a an hour, but that the looked wheels 
and slippery rail canned fcM oar to slide all the way up the 
grade from 5th Street, and that by the time the car entered 
the curve he had succeeded in reducing speed to 7 miles as 
hour* Both conductors corroborated the motorway's statement 
concerning th© distance) the ear <Uld, but the conductor ia 
charge aetiisated its speed approaching gth Street st 14 sir 16 
miles an hour and said the oar entered the curve at a speed 
of from 16 to 10 miles an hour, while the conductor *«ho was; 
~- d'_. "n i stated that approaching 6th Street the speed was 
between 12 and 16 miles an hour aid that the ear entered the 
oui-ve at a speed of 10 miles an hour or lore, ohlle al 1 the 
tralnaen agroed t i s to the distance the ear "lid on tho ascend-
ing grade, yst if those statements be accepted, it ia evident 
that the oar nm.3t have boon traveling through London at a 
rata of speed much in excess of any of the estimates given 
in the testimony. 

Car 263 was originally built in 1900, but had since 
b e e n rebuilt. It a» 3 a woodor oar, 62 feet, «$ inches long, 
weighing do,(XX) pounds and e r i u i p p e a with four-wheel trucks* 
She wheels showed about 1/8-in ah tread wear and fro as l/16-inah 
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to 3/l6-inoh flange wear* She ear was provided with four 
General ills o trio motors of 76 ho r a ©-power each and the brak­
ing equipment was Meetinghouse &u torn tic, with modem air 
aandere and a Peacock emergency hand brake, i'he ear was 
fitted with a conductor's emergency brake valve, located over* 
head in the rear vestibule, 

rhla aooident was caused by Motorman Lahrmsr fall* 
ing to observe the speed restrictions cf 10 Miles an aour 
while passing through the town of London and in falling to 
have his car under control approaching the station, Under 
rule lo* £34 of the* transportation department of the Ohie 
Electric it&ilway, Oonduotor tlillard contributed to the acci­
dent in that he allowed Motorman Lahrmer to operate the car 
at a speed whioh he knew to be in excess of that permitted 
by rule, Bale 234 reads as follows: 

££4. Mstonasn and Qonduotore Squally deepen-
si hie* 

tkotormen amd Conductors will be held 
equally responsible for the violation of any 
rulss governing tho safety of their trains, 
and must take every precaution for their pre* 
test ion, even if not provided for in the rules* 
111 CAJJJS OF FJXI UHGEHEAIM'Y, FLIXZ rHS 3 JZ 
CORNS® &M IIM so XISKS* 

Motorman L&hrmer had been smploysd as & motorman 
since 1*07, having previously spent 4 years as ueehfaulo $N 
brakes &n& trucks. Bis record was good. Both members of 

the ear crew were experienced men on the division on which 
the accident occurred. ?hey had been on duty F hours and 
60 minutes, aftar a period off duty of 14 hours and 30 minutes. 
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Subeea.uent to this aeeident, a general order w*a 

laeued by the operating off loi a is of thie road designating 
5th street, London, as a safety stop for all e&8tbound 
tr&lna. 

a iff. 


