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REPORT OF THI DIRZCTOR CF THT BURTAU OF SAWITY IN R=
INVISTIGATICN OF All ACCIDINT WHICH CCCURRED Ol THI
LINE OF THZ OGDIN UWION RAILNAY s 7D DIPOT COITPANY
AT OGLSY, UTAH, O NOVTIMBIR 1, 12923

January 7, 1229
Tc the Cormigsion,

On November 1, 1328, there was a head-end
collision petween two transfer movements on the tracks
of the Ofden Union Railway & Devot Compeny at O«den,
Utah, wrich reculted 1n the death of o1e ermnloyés and
the 1njury of one emvloyee. This accident was 1nvesti-
rated 1n conjunction with a reprecentative of the Pub-
Jic Utilaties Commission of Utah,

Locatinn and Method of Owvneration

This 15 a terwinal company using nelther

14e-t=ble nor trgin orders, sll oov~ration beins con-
fined to yerd movements unoer the operating rules of
the Union Paci1T1c Railroad, The accident occurred on
what 128 known sc the stock yarde lead track, which 1s
a portiron of tre vrincivzl route betweem the two 2nds
of the yerd., Aporoachinr ths point cof accident frow
e1ther Jdir=ction the track 1s 2 series of short curves
and ten. ents, the accidsnt occurred not far from the
center of a section of tangent track 710 feet 1n learth
where the grade 1s 0.2b ver cent descendin. for westi-
vound trains

A Ji3mt rain was falliny at the tine of fne
accident, whicp occurrzd at 1 3% a,nm.

Descrintion

The egastpound trans’er consistec of 17 cars
be11g pushed ahead of enzine 4413, wihich was headed
east, and was 1n cnarge 0  Foreman 3rown ead Tmgineman
Sparks. It proceeded eastward on No € lead track uatal
1t reacied what are called the twia switches, After
stoppingz at this point For the purooses 0° throwing a
cwiltch the transfer .ntarz2d on th2 gtoct yards lead vrack
and had »Hroceeded on that track a distance of about 4C0
teet, movinzg at a enzsed of 4 or 5 riles 221 houl, when
1t ¢olladed with a transfer handlsd »y ensins 240C.
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The westbound transfer congisted OFf Nins cars
pushed ahead of engine 240, which was headed cast, arc
was 1n charge of Foremran Hull and Eamineman Fife Ihis
movament was en route westward via the stock yards and
TJo. & lead ftracks to the Denver & Rio Grandc Western
interchange track, about 1,500 feet west ot the twin
switches, when 1t c¢ollided with transfer 4412 while
traveling at a speed of 4 ©or 5 mles per houl,

The rear end of the fourth car 1n transfer
train 240 telescoped the car fn1lowing 1t, these two
cars thea falliang egainst and overturnine a car rhich
wag ctandine on sn adjoining track Fire broke out
1n the sreckarse pnd caused consioerable damage The
employee k:1lled was the foremsn of transfor 240.

Sumary of Ividence

Switchwman Teaner, oFf trensfsr 40, said he
was riding on top 0f the leading car at the time of
the accident, lookiag in the direction 1n which the
transfer was moving, »ut at no time <12 he obsarve
any lighted lanterns of the members ¢f tne crew of
the opposing transfer until justi prior to ithe acci-
dert, The first knowledpe he nad of unything wrong
was on seeing the leading car of thz ovvosing trans-
fer, about one car-length distaat, he imredratzly
shouted a warniag of daanger and pave stop sipnals
with his liphteo lantern, aad he said that at this
tie two lightesd lantsrne came into view on ton of
tne leading car of transfer 4413. Switctmar Tanner
stated that Foremen Hull aad Svaitchman Billings,
of his own crew, were riding on top 0f a eal about
fouxr cars back from the leading car and that he could
rlainly see their lightea lanterae Switchman Marion
was riding on ths car ahead of tne engine, n1s tesgti-
rony corroborated in substance that of Switchwvan lTaoner.
angineman Fife and Fireman 'filliamson sgw the 5too si7-
n3ls given by Switchman Tanner just prior tQ the col-
lislon and said tnat thesc signale also were massed
along by Foreman Hull and Switchman Billinegs. No state-
ments ware obtained from Switchran Tallaings, who was
sericusly injured.

Forzman Browa and Switchwman Johnscn, of
trensfer 4413 said thzsy wire ridiag on top oFf the
leading ¢ar st the time of the accident, Neither
of them obeerved any 1lighted lanterns of membors of
the crew of the opooscing transfer until just odrior
to the accident, at ~hich time Torewman Brown gave
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als Switcnmen Hirrineoa, who rode on $0p
£33 o th: enoine, 2a1d M€ could sao the
ns of Foramen Brown and § 1tchman John-
ding car. A&nzincman Sparks stated trat
ne could s22 the lightad l=nterns ©F th= tnree wmambers
of rig crag, Moon rIicciving the 8600 sifnals he im-
wmediately andlied the air brekes 1n em>rg-ncy, oov2nad
t1e saacders and had movad tnz ravarez lever onout half-
may ovar whin the c¢ollision occurred. Tiremaa Shorc
rave tertimoay simitar to oth-r nemb=ars of cach craw
im regard to visioility, soced, stec , altihous™ cn
account of tn: curvatur: of the trock h: waz not 1n
position to cogervz cust what sctually transpired
1mmeciataly orior to the colliszion,

Night Agsietant YarAmaster Turacr stated
trat he was in the iwradiats vicinity of the voiat
of accident »uen 1%t occurred, just virior to waich
time trancfer 240 hacd prsged prs office; he obocorved
the forward vortion of th: transfer at thot time and
g21C he sav a man riding on the gid:z of the lzading
car, but thest he 330 no oa2ri+i11g or top of that czar.

Cecneclusions

This accisent wagaused by ths Iepi1lwi> of
Foremen Brown snd Switcamsn Johnson, of tiansfar 4413,
and of 8witchmin Tamor, of transfer 240, to maintaln
2 proper lookout and definitzly know that the way ws
clear for the movements onzing made By thear respactive
transfers.

In adai1tion to a very heavy yard mov=zaant
dz1ly 1n voth Jairections over thig route there are
num2rcus mglae moviments as well as main linz
fr c1olit train movemznte, 211 of -hich call for n sharp
lookout ozing maintainz2d at 211 times on the part of
yard crews. Th2 testimony wmms to the off2ct that
hiile 1t vas drizxzliag snd dark vyt lirhtod hand lan-
terns could b3 seen »leinly, and had a vroper lockout
veen maintained by any onz of the three awoloye3s who
»CTre ridinr on the tovs 0f thz leedin~ cars 1n thoar
rcspectiv e transfers, therc 1s no raoason why th>r op-
vosing trinsfers should not bsvz L2zn s22n 1n anvle
time to hav: averted the accidant, Yith resp20t to
Switcirmaen Tannar snd Johnson 1t =apvearcd that neither
of thom had had over 11 waeks'! experizncz, while Tore-
marn 2rovyn nad aot had prepar raet durine his off-duty
pcriod,
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Th2 1nvestigation developed thot 1t 1g the
vrectic~ vhen rakings movemente sinlar to the one
teing mpdr by transfaer 4413 to shove cars ahead of
the eagine for a digstaaco of practicelly thrz=-Ffourths
of a ri1le aad thzan to mke a drop of thercars torard
vaat 13 known ag the Globo 111z treck ana =crosgs the
Oragon Short Lirnsz fai1lroa “rei1~ht main track. Opvor-
tunity 1e afforded 2t tae wz2sf end of th:2 yard to run
arovnd these o=rs, thoreby enablinz engiuacs to haul
transfsre instoed ol shoving thon, ana had transfear
4413 been so handleo on this occasion, the danger
of stoviag cars on this busy track, subscovently
dropping them scross ths Oregon Short Liac freight
main, woulce 22 sliminated,

At tne tim= of tre accident —3>~2 of the
empioyees 1avolved had been on guty . w2 7 1uvlon
of any of th2 vrovis.ons of the nours ni scrvica

law,

Regpectfally submitted,

W P. BCruilD,

Director.



