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REPORT OF THE CHIEF CF THE BURLAU OF ESAFELY IN PE INVESTIGA-
TION CF AN ACCIDENT THICH OCCURRED ON THE NORTHERN
PACIFIC RAILWAY NEAR ™YMER, WASH , ON AUGUST 25, 1322,

September 14, 1933,

To “he Commission:®

On August 25, 1922, there was a aerailasnt of a
passenger train on the Northern Pacific Rzilway nsar Wynmer,
Wash , resulting in the death of 1 employee and 2 trespassers,
and the injury of 2 mail clerks and @ eumployees.

Lecaticn and method of operat:on.

Tnis accident occurred on the Secoad Sub-Civision
of the Pasco Divisicn, extending between Pasco and Ellensburg,
Wash , a distance of 125.8 mles; 1in the vicimitv of tne point
of accident this 1s a single-track line over which trains are
operated by time-table, train orders, znd an automatic tlock-
s1gnal system The accident occurred about 2 miles west of
Wymer; approaching this point from the east there are several
shert curves and tangents, followed by a 5-degree 50-minute
curve to the righ? 983 feet 1n length, the accadent occurring
on this curve at a point 134 feet from 1ts eastern end. The
grade 1s practically level At the point of accident toe track
1s bordered or the north by the Yakima Raver, and on the south
by a large bluff, about 200 feet i1n height, vhicn rises abrupt-
ly from a point 15 feet from the scuth rail. On acccunt of the
bluffs, the view 1s very much restricted. The weather was ¢lear
at tne time of the accident, which occurred at about 3.47 za. m.

Description.

Westbound passenger train No. 1 consisted of 1 maal
car, 1 baggage car, 1 coacn, 1 tourist car, 1 dining car, 4
Pullman sleeping cars, and 1 observation car, all cf zll-steel
construction, nauled by engine 2159, and was in charge of Con-
ductor Cooper and Enginemsan Jones Tmis train passed Wymer,
the last open office, at 3 43 a, m., 1 hour and 23 mnutes
late, and after having proceeded about 2 miles, struck a large
rock, and was derailea whiie itraveling at 2 speed estizated to
have besn abous 25 miles an hour.

The engine truck axle was tent on tne left side, caus-
ing the engine to be thrown against the bluff after whicn 1t
crossed to the north side of the track, and came t® rest on 1ts
rignt side, down an embankment, about 230 feet beyond the point
of deraxlment. The first si1x cars were either wholly or partly
deralilea, but rezained upright tke mail car cominz tc resi
against thne bluff —with the left corner of the forward snd crush-
ed in a distance of approximately 12 feet. The employvee killed
was the engineman.
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Summary o evidenae.

Investipation developed tnat a large rock had fallen
on the outside of the curve, coming to rest on the south rail
Fireasan Armnold had just finisned putting in a fire and was reach
ing for *tne hose to sprinkle the coal when the accident occurred
he 2214 TCngzineman Jones was riding on the seat btox, looking Ji-
rectly anead, wath his nand on the throttle, ana he was of the
impressicnr that he did not see the rock as tne rays from the
headlignt did not extend around the curve., None of the other
members of the crew knew of anything wrong until the accident
czcurred.

The bluff 1n the vicimity of *tne point of accldent 1s
compesed sostly of granite formation. The rock which fell had
been located at the top edge of the bluff, and after breaking
awmay, 1t fell straight down a distance cf approxinately 75 feet,
where 1t struck softer zarth, then slid, finally lodging across
the scuth rail. The fresk break in the ledge, where the rock
was originally located, was of fissure formation, and while the
rock that fell was eolid and very hard; there were crevices
through the entire bluff separating other solid bodies simlar
to this, indicating that 1t was the original formation Appar-
ently the supports were weakened by weather conditions to such
an extent that they finally gave way. A plece of rock was found
beyond where the engine came to rest, indicating that 1%t had
been struck by tne engine, causing 1t to break at oce of the
fiscures, and then rolled to that point The larger portion of
this rock was strack on the side, havaing a2 tendency to push it
away from ths rail ard partiaily bary 1% i1n the ground It had
been about 3 years since any rock has fallen at tals point;
there 1s no watchman stationed 1n this i1mmediate vicinity, but
there are watchmen stationed at otner points where there 1s
greater danger of rocks falling A track walker had passed this
point 1 the afterncon of the day prior to the accident, and at
that time nothing unusual was noticed.

Conzlusions.

This accident was caused by the engine striking a
large rock which had fallen freomr the bluff and lodged on the
south rail

The evidence indicates taat the rock could not have
bgen seen 1n time to avert the accident, although apparently
Fngineman Jones saw the obstruction when only a few fect away,
as the throttle was found closed, the independent engiae brake
applied, and the air brakes were alsc applied 1n emergency.

A1l of the employees 1nvolved were experienced men;
at the time of tae accident they had ba2en on duty less than 10
hours, after having beesn off duty 2% hours ¢r more.

Respectfully submittzd,
m. P, Borland,
Chief, Bureau of Safety.



