Ia e investigstion of am aseident which oo~
aurred on the m: Ballwsy

Pedrusry 12, 181%.

on January 17, 1817, thers sus s rear.end oeliisionm
bateoon two freight tra2ins on the Northern Paeeiftic Ruilwsy
Bosy srsball, Weshl gton, resulting in the desth of & e
ployees, After Inwestigsting sthe nature and cuuse of this
eccident the Ohief of the Plvision of Safety reports a8 fole

T™he treins invoived in tbis secident were westibound
satyes 1683, ocunsisting of engice 1698, 11 loaded and 3¢
sars and & oxdoose, and westbound extrys 1845, sonslsting of
mgine 1545 andl & caboose,

mmmwwmzmz. extre Iswg iz oheyge of
Conduetoy Willians end Engineuar arkwatar, Wash.,
& terminsl 4.5 miles ssst of Spoksne, il ke 3., dostined
for Pasoco, Owing to delays scoountered Detwsen Parkweter end
sxtye 1593 414 zot loave the lstier point until 7.00
«s OBE while Punning ot & spe=4 of from 18 to 16 miles
m mi et about 7.30 a. 5., 1t8 vear end w3s struck By

mm,snwarm:mwmummm
wan Sohmelibacher, left Puriwster at 7.00 &, . on the date of
mmﬁm.mﬁmtsamz%&hw whils running st &
gmetww%ﬁlunm zsmuiairzmmmm
1608 8t & point :wmi 1y 11 siles west of Parke
m&aﬁmmﬂimmahmﬂh &tmtimatm
adcident the westher was frosty, with sose fog, end 1ight
oo st drvekiag. Toe forge of tas oollislod demolichet the ey
simos &
$o0k fire. Conductor Williems and two of his Dysiensn, who

wEye in the essboose st the 1 wore fuste: ¥illed, and
mmﬂmmm they souid be Fegoversd
fros the aing wreokage. Immedistely shesd of the 2eloose

gosdols, whieh ves dersiled smd thrown toc the side
amam A gteel underfrens dallast ear shead of the
la s demolil and ita wolden parte ware sonsaned in
 fire shioh syread the =xmuing osboose, 81 other oers
at 4ifferent points 1a the trein were alightly 2mased. The
cnging of extra 1545 wes dersiled, Yut sustained 1i%ttle or no
dzzage other than & brozenpilet and froat end,

w mm on vhiek ﬁuimimt mnﬁei




e

uimia#iaﬁmiam qeadrent .
poroaching the point of ﬂuiggr}m the weat, ajizual
mmmﬂyﬁmasm s in the slear position
when extrs 1548 mz%mmmﬁmwmﬁm&
Shore Ln s grede o %MJ&*&WM
a ap a
There are no decp cuts, and bad ocurves to ocdacure the
vislon of an enginensn. Simx& which vas in the saution
position whem extira 1848 passed it islmm&,mm
weet of algnel 3.5, mmnﬁa&ﬁemmm
t&ariskhMmem ‘siiiol onyve is spprosched from
the veot by & atmmmm. Betweon aigoal
4.9 end signal 5.5, loceled £,058 fet Turther west, there
msmrmm;mmmmim Blgnal
5.8, which indleated stop when pesced by extre 1565, is loonted
121 fect from the eastern end of 2 S-dsgres curve to the
Fhe total length of this surve 1o 404 fees, and it followe 2
986 feet long. Yollowing this curve is = tacgend
Mimzma,tamwnmmmmuﬂ
% The eollision cocuryed st beyond the west
a8 of this latter surve, 4,740 Peet wust of sigzszel 5.5,

Engioenon Sohnellidacher stated that hils train Jeft
Periweter a2 7 8. 3e He chserveld the olear ladiocstion of thyrse
sutomstlie signals, the lact ons veing signal 2.5, He asid
thet he had bept Mmﬁ#m:&aﬂmwi&am&
from the tine his trein left Perkveter until it resshed this
Beatsy %”““m‘ww avespen sioeed %ﬁmmi;‘:‘ el
= oy * 8 te: g
ndesvored to observe the signsl m:aumm
of she esd, ﬁﬁmt&thtm
wmmmmegndm num

Be said h thought the oaboose hed brokel off, snd he ife
the thrcttle nz: a@pﬁ? m giting vhesl .
ﬁmm prastically sans ingtan
Be 2ot at First know what sort of em obstacle Lis ne
had stryusk, but as soon a3 the Srain atopped he opened side
o5b window and dropred to the ground, and then saw Shat be bLad
S5l1lidsd with s tyain, He statod that the hendlight on his
iogonotive vas and that the weather wss P and
gligktly dark, He sald that the first block signal Sane
to after lweving Parisater e ocbhosrvad inly a8 soon 68 hins
Jooumotive ceme outo straight teaek 1 ag upr %o it. The
next one he chserved whep probebly EO sar lengins ecvay, ond the
BOXS oUe, m&muimla&gmaﬁmkmwasﬁhm -
wemw sod he governed hilzgelf by ita doy iB8icatlon,
ais vus the signal that he obscrved. He expleined his
:mwmm:»&msﬁwmmwm
his vislon mes obecured by macke and steen trailing dows in
front of the esd winfow, end sald that when he blew the wiistle,
mmumm&“mm&mu%m&ﬂmm )
window, He ssid theare wus aleo & atess lssk iz the back eylindey




-

boed sad steanm cheot on the left hand side of the lovonstive,
and stesm Trom this lesk blow sorees fhe front and 80 that he
wie unable 1o ses the yuils in front of the locomotive at all
t1l.08, He peld be knew sxtys 1603 wvas wslled to lsave Farike
water st 4.30, but 434 Dot expeet to flad 1% thrse hours
ieter sush = short distanee awey fyom its starting point,

CGonfuetor Sulllvan, of extra 1548, stated thel his
trsin left at sxastly 7.00 . m,, ond the S0llision cocurred
et 7.30. He coticed that extre 1408 registered out ot 4.30,
but 414 not know what $ime the train actually left, He said
e 414 not notiee suy sutomstio signals, snd the first intlose
tion he had of the lzpendinog eollision was whem one of his
bretenen who weas riding with him 1o the oupols of the seboose
oalled attantion to the rear end of the treiz shed, He opsaned
the side vindow of the eunolay, abd sew the frase of the csboose
and resr lightas, sud immediaiely szlied to the brakeman %0 open
the alr valve, at the seme tine making an offort te get at e
zir velve himaslf,. Une of kis Lreskecen reashed the wvalive and
applied the dryake before he could get to 1%, Bs stated thst
TS e hethe ey s o sonsd ey 1iicis Gserees a T

o6y awey o vory
speed of his train before the eollision. He seid that the
specd of nle trein wes in the neligbborkood of I35 =mlles ey
Bours Oonductor Sulliven sald thet be :aid no sitection %o
the signals, but doubted thet he could have seed them with
the esaboose windows shut, because of the suoke and stoam
from the engine tralling badk over the eupols.,

_ Erakensn Poole, whe turned the oir waive, said that he
414 not ses the trsin cheed, The first notice he had of tue
impending collision was when breiecen Turys oalled attention
¢ the ssboose abesd end wondered 1f the engzisevsn saw it,
Be sald that Condustoy Bullives them stuck his head out of the
window snd imsediately oslled oul %0 pull the siy weive, and
e pulled 1t before he :trusk the flooxr of the duboose. Im~
wodiiately after the ocollision Condustoy Sulliven sent him
ahiend to flsg. Be sald he 414 not motlies sny sutesatie sigsals
after lesving Spokene, ss e oould not see tham from his slde
of the eupole o scomumt of stesm £r0m the eagine
Lis vision, Mtnmu#mmﬂmww
vho were the sther neabers of the trala srew of extze 15485, s~
¥hée with the ateteuents meds by Condueter Sglliven snd BDrasew
BeR Poolin.

Fireusu Fohnston, of engine 1545, ststed that he had
his windows closed end side eurteains down, and 414 uct ses any
gignals after leaving Spokene., He sar 50thing of the train
shesd previous to the sollision, EHe stated that he wus dowm
on the detk fizing nis fire when the s0llislion oscurred end
the first he knew of it was vhen the fire e¢hot out of the
ool Tire &oory when e engline struck ths treln chond. 88
said that he 414 30t feel sny applisation of the Drukes previous



il

e the solliston and that he slways onlled sigusls to the
when he ssw thesn, Dut aftsy leaving Spokane on thils
mmmmia, mmmnuwaﬁm

say signals to him,

Bginensn Gnyder of extra 1895 stated that his train

1aft Paricenter sdout 4.36, hut on secount of delasys in golng

the yard 414 not et away from Bpokene usntil ¥ o%eslock.
The intimation he had of the oollislon was whan the air
breikes on hls train applied. He closed the thyottle and
smnded the tyein dreakein-two signal, It was then 7.3 2. .,
Shers wes sone Tog and 1t was 5ot Quite dsylizht. He stated
that the sutuzatie sigoals were 8ll clesr as he peassed thea,
Eobeld in sutometic territory be eslled the position of
%0 kis Tirenan as b passsd themi et the tinme of the collisien
bis tratn was running between 12 and 16 miles ;e hour.

The statesent of Flreszn Vicaer of extrz 15338 sos et
sontially the same ss that of Englnenan Snyder, exoept that
he 444 not oo smy signsls after leaving Spokens, &8 he was too
duay with 18 firs 5 be able $0 ohserys them,

™his wocident wue caused Dy the fellure of Esginemen
Sehnelldachar t0 cbaerve sl obay the izdicstion of antonutie
ook sizonls 4.9 snd 5.5, the former of whioh indiented asutiom,
shd the latter stop, mmwmmmzm he faot
m:mmammnmganmwmmammw
iis vision, oan be no extuse oy Sstnellbasterta
failure to observe these signals. knew sigodls wore pleosd
wmomttmﬁtamtmmumu and
mmmthummhum&%inaﬁmﬂnmw
bsve asused him o observe extreme caution in rumning pest
sigaals, Yet Uy his ol statesent, e ren hls engine 3% high
speod when he sould ses only oeossional glimpses of the track
shoad, snd 414 not even know thet his engluoe had collided with
the reary end of snothsr tysin uwatil after bis train dad stoprod
ond ho had got down off his sugines after ths seoldent,

i‘m Johnaten is alsc censurable for his fallure
vi:rog‘r lookout, and obey rule 918 of the Northem
’!&a:ﬁs Rellwey Company's mules relsting to the dulien of
firemen, whioh reads as followm

“Phey mout * * T gersfully note snd reveat
o the enginecan signsls m, aﬁg;mm

mm;mummmlmmm
Mnmamnm wES mm o road aagim

- éfiim. for being ;ﬁ'ﬁfq mwikh
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foy & headwcn oollt and was re-suployed on May
an,aqunmgmmmm mﬁmh
of the rallrosd.

Yiversn Johuston eatored She sorvice of ths NHorthern
Pagifie Rallwvay es ¢ firemem on July 2E, 1911, He passed en
«xemination on bliook sigunel rules on Jemuary 30, 1915, and
was re-oxamined on rules on Asgust §, 1915, m iz an

eotry agaimes his reeord dsted Bovenber £9, 1916, for viclse
tion of sule 9185 in mmmémagm‘
signal. At the tise of ta mﬂm&mw&mg@&w
less than two Bours, after a peviod of 13 hours off Auly.



