Gataber 28, 1912,
Uollisien on ths Xorthern Paaifiﬁ Rellway neny
Bot Tprings, .ashington, on Auguet 50, 19138,
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On August 30, 1012, there wers & eccllision om the Northern
Fagiflo Hellway near Hot fprings, .Jash., whioli resulted in the
death of £ enginuemen snd ) firemsn, &nd the injury of 46 pea=~
sengers and 7 employess. After sn investigstion eof the ¢lirocum=
stances surroundlpg thlz eccident the Ghief Imspeotor of
Eafety Appllancesz reporta as followsy

Baat-tound passonger train No. ¢ was en route from Tavomo,
iash,, to St. Foul, ¥in.. It aonsisted of1 bagguge oar, 1
smoking ear, 1 eosgh, 1 touplst car, 1 &ining var, and 2 Fullmen
slesping eora, hawvled by sngine Ho, 5199, This traln wee in
charge of Conductor Fisher ead Zngineman Stover, It is
sohafulsd to pass Bumphrsy, the last plght telegraph statlon
pravious to the seint of ecllialen, at $:58 p.n., but cp the
sight in gquastlion was & few nlnutes late, pacelng there at
$:80 p.m, The train pessed laywood, 3.9 Blles beyond Humphrey,
at about 10:0% p.m., gcliiding with westebound extra frelght
train No. 15609 at about 10:18 p.nm., at 2 point about 3 miles
east of Uaywood, or twc mlles wsest of HBot Zprings.

dest-bound extra freight train Ho, 1599 was bound from
Elleneburg, #ash., to "eatile, Jash. It gonslsted of 4l loaded
ears, 4 empty oers, =nd s eabooee, bauled by englnes Hoa. 1U99
and 1811, This train left Leater, the firat nﬁaﬁ{gg\?aat of Hot
springs end 2.1 milee distant therefrom, at 9147 é:E:; eciliding
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with train No. 8 at the point previously mentionad. The speed
of each train at the tinme of the pollisiocn was about B8 niles
per hour,

All three engines wers quite bedly dsmaged, The hody of
tho hagzgege onr of ths pasesnger train wes destroyed, as well
as the forward end of the snoking ocar. The aoamch, tourlst e¢ar,
apd dining car were slightly damaged, while the three =zleeoping
ears estaped uninjured.

The division on whioch the accidsnt goeurred 13 a single
trask lisne, aAppreasoching the moene of the acoldent from the
aast slde ther~ are ceveral curves, while the mceldent ocourred
in a out on & surve of 9° 328'., On the inaide of this curve
the wall of the qut 15 about 5 feet high, liniting the visicn
of apyroeching englnemen to a distanse of lsss than 200 feet,
The greade ls ascending for onstehound trains.

At the time ef the soeident 1t was very dark, end ralning
hexrd,

At 3:33 p.R. extra west«bound freight Srain No, 15233, cone
alstlng of 48 osra end a saboose, went into the west~bound siding
at ¥aywood to tie up for rest under the hours ¢f service law,

the engine and ssboosa remeining in thelr respeotive posltions,

at %148 p.m. the arew of traln no. 8 regeived traln order No,
739 at Tonaskat, 15.5 mllses wast of Heywood. Thio order Tead

as followasy
v.estward slding 2t iHaywood bloeked with omra,”

At Humphrey the oraw of train No, & recelved traln order No,
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191 by hoop, the train not atopping at that point, Thia erder
read as follows:
“No. 6 Ing, 2199 neet Zxtra 1599 west at laywood,.”
AL Humplirey this %rain also ressived a bloak olsaranae sard
stating that thers wan an order foz 18] thet the bBlook was not
¢lenr, and that the trala should de governed by Wloesk sigznal
eautlon oerd No, 99, whieh provided that gaution should be used,
az traln Ho, 6 and oxtra wegt Ho, 1599 would meet at Maywooed asm
per train order Yo, 191,

Reed Jrekenan Lindarger, of traln leo, §, states thet eftar
the englneman sounded the station whiztle for Maywood he sig-
naled the englnemen by scunding thyse blasts on the alyr whistle
slgnel, asoordiug to rule Ho, 16{4}, which reesds 1n part 2a fola

lows;

*This siagnal will also be used by eondudtors to indiemte the
approsgk to a meatlngz point with trein of same or suparlor olsas,

or & medting polat made by traln ordepn,
Tuls signal was aoknowledged by the enginemen by thres short
blagts of the whistle, »5 per ruls 14({n} which provides in part

as follows:

"shen train {a running, snewer vo 16(d})*,

It therefore appesars that both the sngine snd traln erows of
trein XNo. 8, when approsching ‘lnyweod, were theroughly awars that
they had to meet g trein »t that ztation, es provided by train
order Ko. 191, <hen the $train reasclisd Haywood the aconductor and
head brokenen wers on the ri.ht zlde of the train feclng the

woat-bound passing track, end supposed that the train in the
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slding was extre Ko, 1060, when as a matter of #;et 1t wvas engine
Ho., 18&2, wihleh hed tled up for reat, The onsi;aaan andfire~
nag, both of whon were killsd, uldoubtedly ware uihn of the
opinion thét theo train in the &iding was extra Ho, 1504, as no
attenpt was made to stop, the trala santlauving on 1ts way %o the
polat of eollislon.

In his statesent mede while iz the hospltnl at Tugoma,
Coaductor Flahar of traln Ho. 8, stated thot when coming into
Haywood Bhe was en the front platfern of the suoking gar leoning
over the head brakeuzen, »ho was stsndlBeg sn the lower step.
There wos an englne on the westebound aldliang and the brakewan sald
"I got the lBwmen,
and Lhe gonductor replisd
“That wee all 1 sawj but it muat be them",
moanlng extra Ho, 168¢. Hven after the eodlislon he was asure
that he had met extra kc. 1589 at Meywood, einee he had no order
aenoernipng any other traln, He atated that he 4i1d not rescemder
gceing any lights 1a the anboose of tha traln oo the alding at
¥aywood. He 214 not show hia opders to his pesr brakeman, aa
required hy rule Ho, 854, IHa guld thet 1t weo not customary to
do go, on asgeount ol 1t being so mush trouble to tnke then haok
to the rsar aad of the treln, He alzo stoted that he had often
axperisnced difflsulty in identifying engine numbers., e ade
mitted that he nlstock engine Ho. 1528 for tralm Ho, 15%9.

Heed Dreakeman Linbarger testiflied %o sligneling thg eningezan

i



afi=

when approaching the meeting polnt at Maywiof as previously
desoribed, Hw ocorrohorated the statsments of the eonduotor

es %o seeling the 18" of ths engine number, and to supposing
that th; trein was extra Ko. 1599. Hs siated that thers was

a white light on the front and of ths engine, and a greem light
on the rear end of the ocbooss, end he therefore supposed

that 1t wias a live train Iinstead of one tied up, as was the
oase, He stated that hia train passed the frelght traln at

4 good rate of spasd,

Rear Brakemen Roberts of traln Xo, 0 statel that it as
not oustomary to ahow him the orders, snd he d4id not know that
hle traln was to meast extra Ho. 1099 et Haywood., Golag by
that point he aaw tho tranin in the alding, and saw the figure
“1" of the englne number, together with a white light or the
front end of the engine and markers on the end ol the gaboose,
whioh mede bim think thst tha train wns not tied up,

The srew of sxtra Ne. 1322, the traln which was tled up
at iaywood for rest, atetod thot thelr traln tled up in broad
daylleht at about J3:30 p.m., "t whleh time the classiflicatlon
l1lghts and flags on the sasloe and ouboose wares teken dewn,

At no time had the markers beem burning befors taking them
down, eince the train hed %lod up In dnylight. when night
onme opn, the engine wotohm«n »ut s white light on the front
end of the engine in -rder to keep any traln from heading in
en the siding. This light was >lsced on the atepfggg? to
resnch the heedlight, Ho otheor lights on the englﬁp were burn-
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ing, hen train Ho. 8 passed Maywood the members of the erew
of extre Ho. 1322 were ssleep, and knew nothing of the asoei-
dent until called to resume duty at 11,80 p.m.

The green lights seen at the rear of the frelght traia
by the orew of tralp Ko. 6 wsere probably the switoh lights,

All of the employsaes lavolved were experieased men, apd
none had been on duty in viclation of the pravisiouns of the
hours of service law.

Talas aoccldent wes onused by the fallure ol the ores of
traln ¥o. B to ooy traln order No. 151 and to mcet exira Ro.
1599 at Haywood, dus to mlstaiking engine No, 1023 for extra
No. 1599, which latter train wes the train mensticned in the
tealn order.

Had the erew of thls traln Kept in mind train order Ho,.
779, which ztated that the vweut-bound slding at krywood was
blocked with oars, It is poceible that the traln would have
been run through Mmywood at a lower rate of apeed, whish would
heve enabled them to positively Ldentify the trein In the siding

apd would have prevented the colllsion,



