
October m, ltia. 
Collision oo too Korthara Pacific Bellway **a* 
Hot Springs, inchington, oa August 30, 191a. 

Oa August 30, 1012, there was a collision oa the Northern 
Pacific Hallway near Bet Springs, rjash., which resulted la the 
death of B eaglue&ea aad 1 flremsa, ead the la Jury of 46 pas­
sengers ead 7 employees. After sa Investigation of the circum­
stances surrounding this eccldeat the Chief laspeotor of 
Safety Applieases reports as fellows; 

last*beuad passaager train Ho. 6 «ras ea route from Taeoma, 
;/a$h«, to St. laul, Mia., It consisted off1 hsggege eer, 1 
smoking ear, 1 cocoa, 1 tourist oar, 1 dining ear, aad 3 Fullmaa 
sleeping oars, hauled hy engine Ho. this train s?ae la 
charge of Conductor fisher aad Sugiae&sa Stover, It is 
scheduled to pass Humphrey, the last sight telegraph station 
previous to the point of collision, st fsSS p.a., hut oa the 
sight la question waa a few minutes late, paeelag there at 
9ie"9 p.m. The train gassed Haywood, 3.0 alias beyond Humphrey, 
at ahout 10 s 0$ p.m., colii'Ur̂ > th weet-bouad extra freight 
train Ho* 1599 at ahout 10:13 p.su, st a point ahout 3 miles 
east of Msywood, or two rails*! m&K of Sot Springs, 

.leet-bound extra freight train i£o. 1569 was bound froa 
Blleaeburg, Wash., to Seattle, <asa. It consisted of 41 loaded 
cers, 4 empty oars, sad s caboose, hauled by engines Hos. 1S99 
aad loll. This train left Leater, the first station ©cat of Sot 
-prints sad S.i stiles distant therefrom, st 3*47 J?.£U, colliding 
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with train Ho. e at the point previously mentioned. The speed 
of esoh train at the time of the collision was shout 88 ailes 
per hour. 

All three engines '-sere quite badly aeaagod. the body of 
tho baggers car of tho passenger trsln was destroyed, as wall 
ae the forward end of the smoking ear* The eoaoh, tourist ear, 
and dining car were slightly damaged, $hile the three sleeping 
ears escaped uninjured. 

The division on which tho accident occurred l& a single 
track lino, Approaching the sesao of the Occident from, tho 
east side thcr* are several curves, while the accident occurred 
in & cut on a curve of 9° 3&*. On the inside of this curve 
the wall of the cut is about £5 feat high, Uniting tho vision 
of screeching ©ngisomen to o distance of less than 300 f>et« 
ri'hs grade is ascending for anst-bound trains• 

At the time ef the aoeident it wis vary dark, end reining 
herd. 

At 3{83 p.m. extra west'-bound freight train Wo. 1533, eon* 
sitting of 48 ears end e caboose, went into the west-bound siding 
at Mayweed to tie up for rest under the hours of service law, 
the eogins end csbooss remaining ia their respective positions, 
at 

0i4S p.m. the crew of train no. « received train order .Jo. 
730 at £onosfcet, IS.5 miles west of Heywood, Thia order reed 
se followss 
"«estwcrA siding at S&aywood blce&ed with oars.** 
At Humphrey the erew of train Ho. d received train order No. 



132 by boop, tbe train not stopping at that point, This order 
real ss followst 
wUo. « Sag. $199 tteet Extra 1999 west at Haywood,'* 
At Humphrey this train also resolved a hloefc clearance sard 
stating that there was sa order for Itj that the block was not 
elsar, sad that the train should be governed by block signal 
esutioa sard ffo, 99, which provided that csutioa should be used, 
ss traia Bo, 6 sad extra west Ke» 1S99 would sect et May toot! as 
per train order Ho. 191, 

Head ara&emaa Llabsrgfcr, of train £io, 3, statas that after 
the engiaemaa sounded the station thistle for S2ay#ood he aig-
aalod the eagiasiaea by sounding three blasts oa the sir whistle 
signal, according to rule Ho, 16(d], which resds la part as fol­
lows? 
"This si^al will also be used by conductors to Indicate the 
approaoh to a meeting point with traia of ssne or superior class, 
or a meeting point saade by train order" • 
Tiila signal was acknowledged by the enginetaen by three short 
blssts of the whistla, ss p&r ruio 14(h) which provider la part 
aa followst 
*;;hen train is running, saawev x-o 10(d)*. 
It therefore appears that both the sagiae sad train crews of 
trala Ho, d, whea approaching: <loyv*©od, were thoroughly eware that 
they had to meet a tr^ln at that station, so provided by traia 
order Ko. 191, ^hea the trnln rsaehsd &!aywed the ooaductor aad 
head brakemaa wore oa tha ri.;ht side of the train f so lag the 
west-bound peasiag track, and supposed that the traia ia the 
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siding was extra Mo* 1S90» when es a Batter of jjjfaet It m i engine 
Ho. ISO, which had tied up for rest. The engineman andfire-
ma a, hoth of whom fcere killed, undoubtedly «srs also of the 
opinion that the train in the siding was extra «o, im®, as no 
attempt was aiade to stop, the traia continuing on it$ w«y to the 
point of oollleioa. 

In his statement made ftbile in the hospital st 7aooEia> 
Conductor yiahar of train Bo. 5, stated thct whan acting Into 
Haywood he was on the front pl&tfem of the smoking enr leaning 
over the head brake&aa, #ho was standing on the lower step. 
There was an eagine on the wast-bound siding and th© hrgkcHsa said 
"I got the I B — % 
and the conductor replied 
"That waa all I ©awj but It must be them", 
&«anla# extra fto. ie§8, Evea after the collision he w&e aure 
that he had met extra £o« 1580 at Msywood, since he had no order 
concerning sny other train. He stated that he did not re^omber 
seeing any lights in the caboose of the traia on the aiding st 
sieywood. He did not show his orders to bis rear brake&aa, as 
required by rule Ho. 85&. He said that it sms aot customary to 
do so, oa account of it being so much trouble to tnKe them bach 
to the rear end of the train. He also stated that he had often 
experienced difficulty la identifying engine au&bsrs. He ad* 
mifcttid that he mistook engine Ho. 1522 for train Ho. 1200. 
Scad Draftsman Linbarger testified to signaling the eaingezaaa 



when epprcaofaing the meetlag point ot Haywood oa previously 
described, fie sorroworated tho statement* of the conductor 
oo to seeing tho **xa» of the engine number, and to supposing 
that the train W A S extra Ho. 13$9. He stated that there was 
a whito light on the front end of the engine, end a green light 
on tho rear end of tho ooboose, end ho therefore supposed 
that it was s live train Instead of one tied up, as woo tho 
esse. He stated that his train passed the freight train at 
a good rate of speed. 

Hear Brakeiaen Bobcrte of train Ho. & stated that It as 
not customary to show his the orders, find ho did not know that 
his train was to meet extra Ho. 1399 ot Haywood. Going by 
thot point ho saw tho trnin in tha siding, sad saw the figure 
Hl" of the engine number, together with o white light on tho 
front end of the engine ana markers on the end of the caboose, 
which made him think tfĉ t the train was not tied up. 

the erow of extra fio. issff, tho train which was tied up 
at Mayweed for rest, st**t^ that tlioir train tied up in broad 
daylight at about 3:30 p.n., <>t *blah time the classification 
lights and flags on thft angina ruid Qtaboose wore taken do^n. 
At no tis» bad tho marker? tu;cn Turning before taking thea 
down, since the train feed *iod up in daylight, ttfhon night 
eatae on, the ancine wtehn^n ;mt a white light on the front 
end of tho engine in ?r<!er to keep any train from heading in 
on the siding. This light was pieced on the step used to 
reach tho hsedli*?bt. Ho othor lights on the engine wore burn-



lag. ihm train So. 6 passed May wood tho tseabers of tho erew 
of eitra Uo. 1522 were asleep, and knew nothing of the aeoi-
dent until called to resume duty at 11(30 p.a. 

the green lights seen at tho rear of the freight train 
by tho erew of train &o. e **rs probably the switch lights. 

All of tho employees Involved wore experienced sen, and 
none had been on duty in violation of the provisions of the 
hours of service law. 

This noaidant was unused by tho failure of the ore® of 
train 9o« 6 to obey train order So. 191 and to laoet extra Ko. 
IS99 at &ayvood, due to ML staking engine Ho. le&£ for extra 
Ho. 1099, which latter train was tho train mentioned in the 
train order. 

Had the crew of thia train kept in mind train order Ho. 
759, which stated that the west-bound siding ot ftsywood was 
blocked with cars, it is possible that the train Mould have 
beea run through Slaywooc? at a lower rate of speed, whieh ymuld 
have enabled theft to positively Identify the train in the siding 
end -aould have prevented the collision* 


