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In re investigation of an aooiJeat which occurred 
on th® Northern Pacific Hallway aear Eaat 
Helena, Mout., on 2eoember 7, 1S16. 

January IS, 191?. 

On December 7, X9lb, there »*ae a hend-end colli­
sion between a passenger and freight train on the Northern 
Pacific ilvi^ ne*r East Helena, Mo*t<, which resulted in 
the* death of the engl-uemfta and fireman of the >a 
tr:ia and the injury of 11 passengers' and ? employees. 
After investigation of this accident th© Chief of th© 2ivi~ 
sion of Safety suhalts the following report: 

Tn© sub-division on which this accident occurred 
ie a si igle-tr&ote lire. No bloote signal system is lxi use, 
trains heiag operated hy ti-uc-tahi e and train orders. The 
ôi.it of collision was shout l\ aules ea.it of East Helena. 
A;1 roaohirig teat ,oir»t from the *r-st th© ĉ reae it* practical­
ly level, and the track is talent for about 1 *aileB fol­lowed by a £-de&ree curve to the left, 1,760 feet ±& length 
on an adoeudlag ^rade of OILS A or cent. The aeoident occurred 
on this curve, nearly 400 root from its eastern end. An-
broaching from the cast tner© Is a £-degree curve to tue left, 
1,160 feet in length which extends through a cat about 10 feet 
in &@ th. This curve is on a aesaendi&g sritde of sae \-er cent* 
Following th© cut there Is 370 te^t of tna&ent track and the 
S-dosree curve to the right on which the accident oocarred, 
the tracs at this point hein^ on a f 11 -, varying in do th 
froa, 15 to 25 feet. At the } oint of accident the gr*ide we a 
^ ae-half of one ror seat uejoaddiug for westbound trains. 
Both of the looonotlvea were ê uls*, ed with electric headlights, 
which re burning in rarer condition. The ^eat^er clear* 

7 a nth o mid ^asser^cr tru in Mo. Z?-% consisted of 1 
co. .hi .ation wail and e car, 1 coach, 1 Pullman bleep­
ing cai* and a buffet car, hauled by locomotive No. 278 and 
was in charge of Conductor Driscoli and Engineman Sieb, en 
routs from Helena to Lo^an, Mo it. It left He1 ena at 9.IS 

4., Eaot He2ea& at 9.26 j, i. , and at v.SO ... collided 
with westbound freight trsin sxtra 1720 while traveling at 
& speed est! eted to have been 30 ailea an hour. 

Westbound freight ertrc 1720 consisted of 56 cars 
and a caboose, hauled hy loco, iotive 1720, end wae In cnarge o± Ooaductor Balov. and SnsiACU-oi Teters* Tao tr^in left 
Winston, the last open telegraph office, 15»9 rdles from 
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by a hoop, wlvislag t ,ut extra 1608, with rights over soooad-
ciau,;. and inferior trails, would le3ve H si ear. 9.£Q p. r-u, 
2ust Helena at 9.40 i Louisville \t 10.00 p. 3t,, Placer 
st 10.20 p. and Winston at 10.30 p, j:. When the engine-
• *cn received this order which in effect gave his tr&ln until 
9.40 p. -a, to raash fta-at Helena for extra 1608, he overlooked 
/.aaadger train No. 2££. The braxe an on the ste s of the 
caboose rcî scd the hooj, with th© result that th© conductor, 
who v,as riding in the caboo. c, did not knovr wntit order tad 
been rocelved by the e:«;;.Lvie.:-;ri. he su«. oced taut It t„uve 
.ii tmln ti~e on tralu Ho. tZ% and tlrat lie Would ,is*ve ti^e 
to to last He^e:*^ fhe s^eed of ertra 1720 ^as ̂ bojt SO 
-ilies an ho *x w'len the loootiô ive aa.ae o-ut of the out, 1,830 
I'ct fro& tb© wOi~t of accident, at which ti e Engine ian 
Tct:,rj sav Uie £...̂e.t,-cr train and t once e; . lied tae esier-
r.e.tcy air br. s&. I\ie sp-cd iod beet: reduced to cbout 7 or 
8 utiles an hour at the ti e of the collision. 

Locomotive 278 was vary badly disaaxed, tne boiler 
;<ein& torn frou the ira »e, au ,Ine traces badly bro *en UP 
aact t:ie engine jYEUUC beat in. i.ujay jloses and tue frciit 
':r3- en off. Tlis tondor badly crushed and vas forced 
over gainst the ecu, the iira^aa being pinned against the 
b,-. L_er In an u^rlyht position* Th© ei*gineiaan • «» oadly in­
jured and Uod withl- a few hours. Slight dea^e -̂ss sus­
tained bj the forward end or the ca .olî ti jXa ail and "ba&-
o&« £ car of the ciG,»ô :.er trturu The fro it end of the freight 
losc^otive wuo cr~sj.ed and the second, sixtn and seventh 
ca- 3 weie dcctru,fedf whll® the fifth C4r -ae iadls* da~:atved and iglit damage sustained oy th® fourth et<r. 

Sâ a.L.etiau Tetor̂ s, of orcm 17£0, stated tr»et he 
overlooked train ̂ o. not thinking of it until ais train 
rounded the carve e*̂  t of the t^i^ent trnck M\U ae #aw the 
vujmeager tr-ala ̂  vrouoaiug. f>e s-nid that *>e 3 led the 
aicrgei-cy air br̂ . aim opened the senders end uegan 
v.-*, „ntlia$ sto±> slentils to attract t«ie atfceution of t>e en-
tj:i.uQ crew of tho ,fa.ooa^i;r trait*. staled tu;t t'̂e soced 
of his xr^Iu «as &boMt 30 ni--©s per hour and hsd been re-
daccd to w .-iiiê  L er uoar wu©n tiife colsisl^n oaaurrcd. ae 
had no Idea wUy lie overla^od train No. E"E. *iue«̂ eii 
Meters Jtl:«o t̂̂ ted t^rL ube • oad bra^e Jm to\d niu be re­
solved ^ roceod sj.ĝ aĴ  frô j. the r^ar of tre trt.lu eft Wiastoa, 
f'-.wcer und Louisville. 

Hoad Brfi-̂ e jui Ouirm stated that he th© order 
received £t Ki .^wUU and tu-t ae overlooked brsin tfo. ? ^ S , 
llie I'iî t i.i.tl .wtion of U8i- ar ti.. r̂e nr. ed 
o.vt to ;'et i^uuy jiUipt tufe 'ie ti (e &y lyiug tue 
ĉ er̂ ei.cy air l-râ eb. H«ad brâ eiuhn CiUinn also atated that 
a proceed signal v/aa received fror. the rear of the train at 
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Winston. s»nd <-»!ijVi- st Placer, but he could not re/.ember 
w^etLer or sot told the ca&irtem&n a rooeed signal had 
"been received at Louisville* tie stated taat the reason he 
did not see trtin 2Jc» £2£, W E a "because when approaching 
£ast Helena, ther© ere in si^ht a marcher of street tejr^B 
which resemble* electric ae&dli£H£s, end t:.at it was J I A -
jzossible to distln̂ -ui&h an electric headlight from one of 
the street imps* 

Hear Br&K©i«£ai £U5th stated thtt when the train 
I J C.c^d \ ins tor:, he iaios&d the hoop eontilning the order end 
the couuuetar seid t:-at tuey »vould not give any Arooeed sig-
jicle when I / A S L I X . . o stations. He sale that end the con* 
due tor W E X E figuring on ueetigg train Ko. 2ZZ at Louisville, 
tfae train flowed doifli t*t that poii-t and he tnou^ht it vas 
going to stoj,, hut ..her* it &id not stop the oonodctor re-
i.̂ r̂ ed that hs resumed th&t the efi£l£en&n had an order to 
-jet trails 3o» £1. His firtt ^nowied -e of the e_,;; roseh­
i p accident, T K & S \ J H E N the emergency air brelree n-ere applied 
a..id he thought th&t th© s: eed of the train nad been reduced 
to 5 or 6 I^iles 4.er hoar vvhen the collision occurred. Bear 
Ei&£e~TSJK Szcith furthei stated tiist e <roceed signal wes 
civen £ t Wiustcui, before &i cUv "th® hoop containing the 
orler. After this ue did not -< ive any Icind of signal to 
the head end of the train, no .roeeed signals being given 
at Louisville or Placer. 

Eirexoan Grey t,tcjted that he caught the order tt 
*a.L.ston. and gave it the en^Ia^^n a no" then worked on tbe 
*ire* -is taen rfoad the order >>ut did jot understand It, 
it he-tug ths first order of the kind he had over seen, E N D 
the eagiuoinan _ ut it 1B his poo' et. lie B D L D th^t he s^ein 
&in:cd for the order end the ©'tg'henm cr l«Hned It to >_im* 
Ue uxideratooa that * Is tr-In ad uubil $.40 pt a* to to 
S&st Helena for extra 1606, then be^aa to Y O T J C on the 
Tire. Th© first he Imev or th© R I P >roeoh1i^ eollislor ̂ as 
wuoa the engineman cold hir* to juap, st th© B S U I D , time ap­
plying the eoergeuoy air breves, Txresaan Grey had h&a only 
ten weeks* experience la r^ilroc d service, and he stated 
taat while he I-rnew at wh&t t i t r t i n ^o* ^f? *ao due at 
E^st Helens on account of saving lived theret yet this vas the first tiie a© ad been over tula rt of the road &t 
ni^ht anc Ue Und his \iud on extra loQS, Fireman Grey 
-lao atabed that ue ue&rd the brake ? A N my he rooeived a 
roceod signal, at Winston and at Plaoer, but did not 

re-LOI^hcr -whether or not ho said there vas one a i vm at 
Louisville, 

Conductor Bulow ste&ed t̂ at &t rovoiseud, 13.6 
r̂ iies eaat of Winston, the operator told M m that the dis~ 
pa^cher wanted his train to go to East Selena for train Ko• 
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ZZ%. When nis tr^in sto;vedf 3u&t esrt of inSton, for the 
purpose of cutting off the hel̂  er locomotive, he in the 
cohoosc K-nd ct" th: t v^tn r̂ *.fty tr ~c t^e r ; : v ^ r< 'a cm 
UOT on toi, the 'rt ~.nd ' *ro ' rot*c & ci^'Z , *u hi the 
choose :v "orft the otrticrt tr V*z\ c of the o, ":orc door, 
uni e the brakcrvui rs on the r?rr *-tc 0 -^d xaiaoed the order 
which the ©pernor attorn, ting to Cclivcr hy hoov . He 
stated thRt ^ 0 did nc+ sec the trrin orier Xc rC ^ r~ - iy , 
hut that the * rn O - / J I - F 3 oa thr etc s i 1 cM:h it and said 
„t vs? *: mart thci. After th" order ~ c£ been ri^'od he went 
urv in the csû ô a end re .oi^ed there until the train as sad 
KL nOGT» Re *",HTI£ht * 3 "re r rccc-V 3 ' 1 " *ra, lut *j&g 
not rxrsttlve. He t^m r̂ent to Ms deslr euid fitJshed eje-se 
of his ~irrict-l „'or"~, > -^inr r«rrr*cd te the hxr,/'" that 
V oy sru.«t ^rve a ^ft -,1th tr*3r, No* rt ?ast ^ ! or^, 
beiuc of tr'* , \ 4_7 * or. fctht t!-' t ":.t - ve lean •../i* - - . o in 
the oruo^ rroo'ved hvr the e^0Ihe CTCIST 't Vl^too, £hd ^fileh 
^:s mi^'-d t th° r r r ?• r'] o at, 7% en the ccl 1 ision v,c* 
OJrrad he did tat i^or r,v*t - hh© , *tt cr and <3id jot thlnK 
*Vout tr-irt No, ?'s, .h.til ->e 77£,V:ed forr-_ c rnt! et th© '©ad 
hre'-e^an who tolfl hin that t1 ey >£.d col1 idrd vith th© * r eaen-
f or trrin. ?o f^rv or atf.'-od fA .̂t he did _iot ro. e.iĥ i- having 
had roiy oorrer^etlon "h . *t tr^ih Hj, "ft, e; co^t 1 eU/c*n 
1 i ^,ton zn£ F1?'icr. He nal3 t v - 1 ^1 ot^cr t i^c he i-,d 

ssrd orJorii -r?:l : c e~ zl Int - h i " , tr' ch 1 J:^ ^ oue 
over the tr^.n tu the e-^'^o, hat thit ; e it cold 
and ' e did PO'J fe3l \ 1, end so r.̂ le ao 114.^:^ c to jo 
f o r ? , R A « He also said that ie would here atop e& the train 
et Louisvi3 ̂ e if hrd rere^hared trhic l̂c* P '̂,t hut © 
iai&w the diê :iho er -ts ted hi; tr -in to rcr "E t ens 
arid ha ;>ri<* t:^t f;e :uct • z "'e the ./ht. t t „At . " • crs 
J t \;a:. ^oi:\; r.nd f n this vry "î vln̂  ov^rlochcd the , <u^enger 
trrii . 

The couduotor of th© âyr:er«̂ er trilu ctntcd that 
the colli siou oc^ir- 'jio^t i.z ̂ 6 ately f f her -hher̂  ency 

lication ci" the aii br",- c, ̂  d hê n. T 4 S D C . 

^hie ociaenh o sea BY e; \?i l n f J oc.. iug 
"o..e '-t,l?_ tr< ^ on t̂ o t i o JX* hr îti lu* T . r , " TRR *a h, t*rijr 
"by hvtu 1̂ u PIID hir ot-5 ^, \-hieh CD. a';ci_r hal^. , En-
glDe; an Tetf r- end He-d vra ĉ̂ an Qui.̂ h ere rss„ ajisi"^ 's. It 
e _ ĉ ra roV'-^le thfit the av^ loyc ^ xx the 1 e>st t i l ^ * 

?F TF^CF,iu,h t Be-3w" hafcr& the bx ̂  ,H>v. êd ihr t Ne 
Cc t j-t »rc oi* civ ̂ rn 3 oCh,f ĥc - in . e. ti ,icd in t L IU urder 
received at Vi ^tou, vrhilo it 1L' _ os. Ible t^et tao .d ctor 
vhou^at an oruer utd '.sen ^cce'ved ^hvin^ LW ̂ rsln tihe on 
txuin Ho. i5rh. In HIIY

 f,ve^t» ĥ ' :vcr, ull t. ret c ve or-
. eneroid sen fnd t.ie;' offLL- _tc _zcu,̂ : ' for V e r - c - . ;ejice, 
- H 1 ox* t em HCHIITTIU^* t-ift T-ei* HUD ov^rlo^ked the ; RJ m̂ ger 
trt~III» 
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L"J;I(..,._r..c::.aii TETR wi?c e-^lo £D »,& e ,o.t or*£ .eljer 
in Oct.her, I 0 3 , c~ie , fire .I_N ir Ire center of tne _e ear 
and -t reacted to cn̂ II.e:.txi in 3u.iy# 1S07, His RECORD vae 
E P O D . Oor.d ctor £ulo**< va& & •.• lo.̂ ed ac a br?- euen in 1309 end 
, romcted to co; d"ctar In 1910. In January, 1 9 1n # ne reoelved 10 ^encrit& for *~o .© ting A N improper trcin oiaer, fiia for the 
DCII^erous o cr«.ti' n of ̂ ic trcln, ILECD B R A 'E; TIN Cuius entered 
t* e svrvJec <. L fcr -CIL&n la Octoter, 1C e, after â viii , teen 
out of rcilrocd c.zvioc for u ao G ' B . He - A E uver three 
^E^R£* pxeviuis t̂ rpcrLcnce &̂  u Iro c 'nn, 

A - t,ie TIIWO of the ..jĉ dor.T T . . ^ . o e.r. loy* : ED 
t̂ cr, ON D^t^ ^ lc.IT 1 0 HOUR;-, t-&D 5 0 ijuvtes r-ftei }>eviOA. off 
du ty wf Id huu-'3 ~r .o> c. 
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