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In re investigatlon of azn accliient whlich occurred
on the Northern Pacllic Rel.way uear Baat
Heleno, Mont., on Jecembar 7, 18lé.

Jamiary 13, 1517.

Cn December ¥, 1926, there was z nead-end colli-
sion bei.een a passenger and Ifrelsht train on the Nortiern
FPagiflc R:1lvay nser Fast Hele .z, Mo.t., which resuilted in
the death of the snglaemim and firenan of the ;asse ger
tr:in and the injury of 1! vaosengers and 7 eaployecs.
After investigation of thile mocldsnt the Culef of the Diviw
sion of Ssfety sutmits the followlug report:

The sub-division on whish this acclident ocogurxed
je a si:gle-~track lire., No block signal srstem is ia use,
tralns being o,er:ted by tlue-teble and traln ordsrs. The
Jolat of collision was sbout 13 miles sast of Eazt Heleha,
Ay romonirg tonzt oint from bhe sezt the grsae iv pructliozl-
1y level, snd the trick le tz.geunt for about 1 nile, fol-
lowed by a E~degree curve to the left, 1,V60 fect .n length
on an asgending grade of one ,.er cent. The agsident ocourred
on this ourve, neerly 497 Ifeat from its essiern sud. Ap-
sragehiing from the east there 13 a Z-degree curve to tue laft,
1,180 Teet in length which extends throuzh & ¢ut aboat 10 feet
in ¢e th. Thiz curve is on a desdending ygrede of uge »ar cent.
Followlig the cut there is 370 fesnt of trogent track and the
Z-degres curve to the risht onh whlel the ageident cecarred,
the tracs et this point being om & fily, varring in de th
from 1% to 23 fest. AY the ;0int of accident the grade wua
.ne=hall of one ~er 2ent dessedding for westbound trainsg.
Both of the looonmotlives wers 4qulp, ed with eleosric headllghts,
wilch vrare bupning in  rorer condltion, The woatuer 25 0lOaT.

fastbound aszenger troin Mo, 282 oconsisted of 1
20..pi .@tion il and bagze e o=y, 1 ooach, 1 Pullman slsop-
ing car and a buffet cur, heulsd by locomotive lic. 278 and
was in charge of Conductor Driseol! and Enginemsn Sieb, en
Toute from Heleana to Loganm, liont. It left He'enn st .18
e tey Emgt Qelens a% 9.28 .. 1., and at 9.30 , .. collided
with restbound freigat tyzin axtra 1720 while traveling at
& spead eati 2ted to nhave been 30 wlles am hour.

westhound freiznht exvtro 1720 conalsted of 56 cars
and a echosss, n2aled by locoiotive 1720, and was iu clarge
0% Soaductor Balov and Fagiasa:n Teters. Tae train left
¥inston, the last open telegraph office, 15,9 mdles from
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by 8 hoop, wdvising { .ot exvra 1608, with ri:hts aver soconde
cluags and inferior traiiw, would lesve Helens at 9.20 p. iley
Zost Helena 2t 9,40 5, 1., Louisviile it 10,00 . m., Placer
at 10,20 . ., 20d Wlnzton st 10.30 p. 2. When the sugine-
a0 recelved this order which in effect gave hls tyoin until
F440 p. .20 0 reach Ezat slens for ertrz 14608, he overlooked
sasgesger tyein Mo, 22&2. The Lrace-en on the ste ¢ of the
caboose mwlused the hoory with the rezuit that the condietor,
wio wad riding in the csboo.c, 414 peot know wnat order Lad
been rocelved by the engineian. ue suy goed taut Lt ave

As train ti.e oo brolu Ho. £25 end that he would .iwve ti.@
t2 go to Last Heleaw. The s.ecd of extra 1720 vez ahoat 80
adlies an hour when the logonwhive case out of the out, 1,530
Yoot Jroo the Lol.t uf wooideat, ab whieh ti.e Engine on
Tet.rs sav bhe eacvew-er LIain and o4 onge 5; lled tae emer-
eqey alr vr. es. Tag 8p.cd 04 veen redused O cbout 7 or
8 miles an hour a2t the tl e of the apllision.

Locouotlve Z70 wes very badly dameqed, tne boiler
velng torm frow the frs.e, en .ne trac-s badly bro éen upr
Wit te sglae Srawe Leat in beny loces ond tag front
Trs.en off, The toudoer war budly cris.ed saod vaz forced
<ver o aiast the ocw, the flrs-en beling piured s sinst the
bol_er in an weriant oosition. The enginensn sx wadly ine
Jured and Lled withi. o few Liours, Slight dewwre VEE suse
talned by the lformaid end of the cQ .wicati.n  ail and hage
SR ¢ QAI oF the «ac.ongper iruin. The Oroat eund of the Treight
iosowotive weo cr.osiaed and whe sedond, sixta and seve:th
du. § weie dectro,ed, while the fifLh car ®ms adly dacaved
and 5light dedage sustauned oy the tfourth cer,

Bugiiancn Teters, o oXors 1720, steted irst he
overlooied tralu 0. &€, vot thalinxing of It until ule train
oditded the gurve @a.t of the cwwelt traok anda e saw the

PdooSiger tala oy roachiug. e 8=id Hhet he sy lied the
Qaorvgercy alr bre e and opened the gandevs snd vegsn

v 08130z 5top sisneis to abiract tae sthention of the enw
©id® orew of bBho ,&.couped trajoe. He stated tiwt the soeed
f hio oreln «as abouat 30 1ices ver hour end had been re-
daced to o dies . er Loulrr weell Ghe ¢oliisien ogousred. e
Hed no idea why he overlow.ed train Ko, 202. En - luecen
Teters 3139 Jtabed Lorib e - eud brese An told pin e Te-
seilved | roceod sufala Iro. the raar of btre troin st Wirston,

a

Fowegr und Loulsviile.

Head Uré-e &0 Guinp sbeted thet he go~ the order
reecived &t Wiaswoll and Lot oo overlooked brain ol 7>2,
The 1ineb 1.t eidion of deccer wo w4 tnd e: [ -neunn ral.ed
2.5 Bo el Teuwy w0 jluap, b bue grnw G € oy lyiog tue
CLEerEe.0y elr Drases. Heoad brakeusn Guing alsp stated that
& ;rocecd sighal was recelved from the rear of the train at
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Winston and alse €t Placer, tmt he coculd not re-ember
v..ebler or act .é told the eaglinemen z vroceed slgnol nhad
been recelved ot Loulsville, he stated thet the ressom he
41ld not see treldn No, 220, wes bstause when apjroaching
Tast Eelena, thers ere in zight a auvnber of strest iam- s
whlch reseslleé electrlic oendlivhos, ond tiat It WES liie
Fossible tu distinguish an eleclrie Lesdlight from one of
the street .EnmLS.

Lkesr Brakenan Salih stateé thet when the treln
o €-8 Yinston, he miovsed the hoop econtsining the order and
the conuuctor seid trat tasy would not give any sroceed sige-
nZls when pas5.ing stoations. e ssild that e end the cone-
duotor wexe figuring on weetipe train No. 28 st Louisville,
The irain wlowed dovm wt that polit and he tnouzht it vaoas
golung to stop, but «hen it did not stop the conguctor re=-
nLriced thet e resuned thet the enpinenen had sp order %0
.Jeb lrein o, 22, His Tiret cnowled ‘6 of the g, roache-
ing emeooldent, wes vhen the eumerge: oy alr brares vere syplied
aad he thought that the 8 ecd of the train nad been reduced
to & or 6 slles per hoar when the collision ooourved. Rear
Eiese.an Swith furtier stated tiet & roceed slinsl wes
siven xt Winston, before i olag the noop containing the
crier. After this ue did not ~ive sny kind of sigel to
the head end of the tralu, no .roceesd slgnels beaing ziven
ut Louiavilie or Placer.

Fireuan Crey uwieted st he scaught the order 1t
¥wioston ond gave 34 tu the empiaercn end then worked on the
Tire. le taen read Lhe order hut did ot urderstand ib,
1t be.ng tha Tiret order of the kiad he hed ever seen, and
the engineman _.b 1t in Dls poo et., He sdid ihet he zozin
ayed for the order and tre eug’rewn ox leined 1t to “im,
ile unédergbooa that . ia tr In .8d vuiil #.40 P 2. 50 70 GO
2zt Helena for extra 16 and then beran t0 work on the
fire., The Tirst he luew G% tiae ap roscghivg edillielor wms
vion the enzine an sold hin B0 Juup, 2% the szald time an-
«iying the smergeccy sir bre.es, Firemen Grey ued &4 ouly
ven weeks' experieace in 1eilrocd sarvice, and he stated
tast while e fnew at what tl.e tridin Wa. P2 wao due gt
Izst Helens on aocount of saving lived there, vet this vas
tae firast tie us 2d been over tnis .rt of the rord ut
niatb and e wed bois cdud on extre 1608, Firezan Grey
150 staced that ne .eard the braxewmn say he received e

rocezsd signael at Winston end at Placer, tut 4id not
re.anher whether or not ne salid there wae one ¢ ven at
Louisville.

Condiotor Bulow steved tret abt Towmnsend, 13.8
tiles eagt of Wiastos, the operator told him thet thea dise
ratchier wainted his train to go t0 Eest Helens for train Ko,
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£8%2, W¥hen his tyin storoed, Just ezst of inpten, for the
surnoge of cutting off the hel er lccorotive, he ~og in the
sorgose end oo ord thet veen vesdy to oo the Terv Yo B oan
LOT o top T the +v~'r ~RE csre 0 roec & cipwel, Pron othe
ormgase e oned the otrtion he o 103T.0 of the o, vrorc door,
wilte the wralesran eps om tho rorr ~ite 3 -l mizsed the order
winloh the ojaratar —~ac attan ting to fellver Ty Yoo, . He
gtpted th~t "¢ 413 not see tle trolin orler Yo v cruooelly,
Tzt that the Yra orr;ocr3 oom the ple s rtronic) UL ond sald
Boves poaiort then. Arber the order c2d deen rl.ood te wsnt
uip in the oujo e and re,aiﬂea thore anﬁil the truin assed
Floser. MHe Shouht “ve ¢ oroged Lol -ere, lLul whe
not rnogitive, He then went to nis deﬂk gnd finisted sone

of rig rleriosl wor, ' owins vorrmoed to the Lroctoun that
ey smet Bcwve 2 .eet tith treln oo 222 ot Taet YV Iaro,
heins of tre o frion thnt b4 ool owe tean wart Lo in

the oo™ Trog! ved b the el lte Stow ot Viogtes, £ad hieh
yro pEoncd b othe reoor trolo oan., Ten the ocl'islon Lo
porrad he 814 rotr uow rtern v Yhe , mtter ond d1d aot t%iﬂh
ecout tydn Noo P18, il ome veited foroloofnd et the T ead
hretrasoan who told hir thet ' er »2d eol ided with the -fcoefl-
far trein. He Purtrer ctoted Lhet he 318 2ot rooe.bherT Laving
hed tay oovve rﬂatLun Lot troin ol UL, ercenbt lelweern

11 oton e Plecer, He o2id t9-% ot otugr tlves e sd
aiserd oxders “md (e Toer 1n§-sf (ST % S S A L2
over tie tr.'n to tre e xi7o, Lab In tnls eoie 1t van colé
and e €18 not fea2l ve.l, trRd BO xmﬁ 0 ttee o to o

Por i ri. He aloo snid that e would Love stop ed 1the trailn
et Louizville if »o Lnrd rerembored tr-dn ¥o, 2275, tut e
mew the digpnneer w ted nil trin o reres BOL DT cas

ang Le orid trat he mot feoove L%uhg IV G G HS A T o5
$tovan golng ond 'r this sy rtving overisc.ed tlo | so.elger
triia,

3

‘The oonduotor of tiae -assenger train stotad theb
tire coplliision 2omur- 2@ et Lz od ately fer on LLerency
&, lig-5ion & the 2iz brs. ¢ & Lern rade.

Jeie slaent o 2 sed by ernzl 1770 ac.. Ly iug
Toe tedn Lre X un the 1 ¢ of troin Live "0, 7 o .a Lo omriar
vy ooebu Wl oo oend Ziv oot oy, Loroiiich Dolanetlm Lulw" BB
gine an Tetr x> ond HYe - d vro-eoen Culrn ere res,anzib e, It

g _e'rs rob-hle fhat oo @. lors = o the arolue e bilnke
i.g 2f rerecing M 4 Ho o2 hoafore the Z1 0 27 _ued Tor the
~CototLre oF cnolrn 23D, the Ir-ln e di oed in the order

rocelved at Viooton, white 1t 1o _oB.ibhie thet tae 2o .4 ctor
Llicugat 2n orcer wnd laen L oce ved giving - traln tise onm

trodin Ho. 8L, In =ny cvect, .20 over, nll tiMEh €Y@ QFw
cerierecd en cnd toer offelr 0 xenLot Tow e wﬁi,_jﬂﬁﬁa,

2'7 o b oemoadinttive thet Oey ted @vﬂrlo ahad tub Tu Clw ey
tr&-.&.%ln
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Zr,oreren Tet-ve wee e 2lo &d e & W0.% eT's ielper
in Cot.ber, 1 73, wude . fTire:mn ir Lece.ler of ine sw.s -ear

and ras  roscted to enmglieen fn July, 1909, His reeurd ves

grads 0ol gtor Fulow vaus earlored oo a by ersn in 1308 and

rromg ted tc oo dretor 1n 1%10. Inm Jepu~ry, 1917, ne recelved

10 uwemorlts Tor 2.8 tlng oo LProger troin orael, #aa tor the

Giigrerous o ot - n of nis trein. Decd bLrars en fulno entered

e service <L BT enan Lm Qotobher, 10 o, after havii  Leen

out of reilroecd cozvieo Por 10 a0 tho. e rau uver thiee
"ghera? previoce experionee sdon LM © OB,

L. toe tile of the . 2el de-. T, 0 @0 1oy 28 T ed
eon Qn daaty “lout 20 hour. rad riavies ~Tter perina. 2P8Y
duby ol g leuss sy ole
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