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THTERSTATE COMMEACE CONMMISSION

RTPORT OF 7z DJIFECTOL OF THE 3UPEAU OF SATETY IN RE IU'VES-
TI& 1I0W Or AN ACCTDENT WHICH OCCURREDL O THE NORTH-
EAST PO SYLVINIA RAILROAD, READING COUPANY, NEAR
FILLOU GROVE, PA., ON JJLY 27, 1924.

Aazust 12, 19234.
To tThe Coummissiorn:

0a July 37, 1924, o passcazer trazia on the Herth-
Tast Penasvlvania Railrozal, Reacding Compaav,struck an auto-
mchile ani —as derailed aear T1lloT Grove, Pz., Tresultliag
1n the death of cae emplovee axd four travelers on the
hi _h-ey, and she 11jury of —three passen~ers, one eqdployee,
ani ghree travelers on the highwey.

[mg]

ocavion aad wetaod of operacion.

Thig accicden’s cccurred on that rart of the North-
Eesv Pennsyvlvaaila Raillroad, Readins Gompany, extendins be-—
tigen Cleasids zand Ivyland, Pa., a distaace of 9.6 miles,
7hich 1s a single-irack line over -Jailch irains are operated
Ty tlme-table, train crders, and an autondtic block-siznal
syster. The accidens occurred et !Moreland Road, which
crosses the maln liae an’ a sidias, almest at right angles
at a poins 1,135 fee:w south of Tille.s Grove ssation. The
track 1s cangent for a considerable ¢isvance 1a elther
diracclcl, .nore thon 3,700 fez; south of she crossing,
~“hile the -vals 13 1.3l jer cent descendlas northsard from
2 7point adous 1,330 ree; south of Tae crosging nearly €0
WilloT Grove SGAT10M.

Aporoaching whe railroad Irtom the sestc on HMoreland

Roz7, the viev of c¢he wrack in bowvh ¢irections 15 cbstructed

vasll & wvehicle reaches 2 poras 8 or 10 feet from The sicding

"hich 15 on the "7est sice of che sain track. The grade on

the hishway i1s slizhtly asceafang eassgt7erd., A crossiag

gs17a 18 loceted on the souvh sice of the hichrray azout 10

feess west of the tracks, readiag "BAILROAD CROSSIHG.

ST0?, LOOYK & LISTM.Y The crosslng 1s also protected by
BUC0TEG1C crossing bell, 10 1aches in Jiamster, located
the north si’e of the hithray, on aa iron ..ast about 15

2% 12 hel,hatv. This bell ria_s ~then a wraln apovroaches

¢ crossin., tas control circuls operaied by rnorvhoound

a2ins be~inning T & point 2,570 feev sovta of che cross-—

7y The bell coasinues o rin. unsil the vrain passes the

0ss11%. <Tne ham-er swrikes the bell av the rate of 15

strokes 1n 10 sesconcts, anc che b3ll can be »Hlezinly heard

in an adsomeobile -1ok the enjine rTuaninzg av & porat 300 Lfeet

disvans. Tae Jeasner ~as clear at the Lirne of the accidens,
7ai1ck oscurred at avtout 4.33 p. ..
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Description.

Herthbound passencer traln No. 2323 consisted of
enriae 163, runaing »ackweaerd and hauling two steel-under-
frame coaches, 1t was in charge of Coaductor Slack and
Tacinaman lasheuner, Tris orain left Glenside, 4.2 miles
from Mllow Grove, at 4.4C p mw., on time, ,and at Moreland
Road crossiag the rear end of tae tender struck wthe auso-
mobile ~vhile traveling at a syeed of about 15 miles an hour.

The autowcbile, a Chrysler sedsy,weithing about 3,000
2ownis, Tas procesdlar eastward on Moreland Read. It passed
an castbound auasvomcbile, which wes standing just —est of
the tracks wisraz for the traia ©o pass, crosssd the
sidin~, and proceeded upon the mairn track directly in Iroat
o1l cae approachins wrain at a soneed escirated to have been
25 or 50 miles an hour and had reached approxirna:ely the
center of the track when it —as struck by the seader of
srein llo 2223.

The boly of the auvcmobile was demolished, and the
easirte ¢raln was derailed. The tencder -zs throm to vhe
east of whe rain track, the cistern beins torn loose Irom
the frame and comint %o rest bobtom uc, while ths engine
came o rest on 1ts ri-hit sice, Touling the sidias. The
coaches remained practicelly upright. The persons killed
were the en ineman, and four of the seven cccupants of the
automobile.

Sar.ery of evidence.

rireman Templin stated that ne was ringing othe sngine
bell approachias lloreland Road, and shat the enginenan
several timnes sounded .he whistle sigaal for the crossiazg.
The eagine 1s o the double-cab wype, and as &id nct see
she approachinz autcmoblile; the first intimation he nad
o anywhin~ wrons was when the air brakes were applied 1n
emerzency just before reaching the crossiny; he then saw
the radiator of the aucomobile appear on his side of tae
entine just as the accident cccurred. He estimated the
speed of the train to have been about 13 miles an hour at
the time of the accident.

The <estiroay of Conducsor Slack and Traiamen Browm
anc Pidcock practifally corroooratved that of Fireman Temp- :
lin; Trainman Pidcock also suated thast he neard she hizhway
croesing bell rinzing after the accideat. Bignal Super-
visor Bteele and Siznal Maintainer Euwerick made an inspec-
tion of the highway crossinz bell shorily after the acci-
dent and found 1t to be 1n proper werkinz order.
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The tesviony of a awrber of otasr —isnesses was to
the effecy Jhac the en~ine bell 7as rin-in3, the whistle
vJas scundel reverel Sices as the wrala aycroached l'oreland
Poss, =nd .hzc she hi~k 2y crossin. bell 7as ringing and
coul” e hea:: a coasileranhle Jisvance from the crossins.

Juss pricr .o tae acclient saere ereg cares easthound
aulsoroblls apsroschin: this crossins. The fires one stopped
avcut ol feet = st ol The crossisz; 25 tas crossing ekl
vas rin.in. an che view of the track from vhat point was
ooscurel, she driver inquired 01l & gecesuraln waether a
srain vas ap: IOmcnini, ans was lJIO"$eQ 14 she affirmative.
“he “river aal zacther occupans of :as hir. car, wolch was
alsc 2 selaa, s:miel Jhat che secoal ¢zr ~assel she svanl-
a7 gLy ome ol shew 8¢l he thou-h: the secoa’ Ca&T oS
.oi“_ TO PUAl 2k an Tolw watil she wTIlia passed sut 1a-
gseac 1%8 speen wacreasel an: 1% procee’el upon the cross—
25« Chey nedrl 52z ea.1ae —histle sounded, and veth the
es-1n2 vell ani che ciossias bell riagilag.

Superinven.cat Joiert svave” waav he arghway cressilag
bell has been 14 service av this crossin. lor atout 17
vears, a&ind shera sl aever peena a ¢1a‘nan stationed at this
Po1at. Thais 1s the c2ly accideat -hick has ccourred a%
t“his :clat 1n a perio? of several veazrs. Aboub 22 train
move.iszats per 27 are .ade cver shis Crosslig. Quperigiend-
ent Eckert fursher sizveld woEs sore ol ghe eaglassused on
this branch have $p1lovs a5 each end, ani 1v 15 £0T uaasuzl
for an en.ine co ne werased backrzrl oa chis laiane. The
eazine 1avolveld 1n silae acgcliens w28 Nov eculoped 71zh a
pilot &t che reer ol the tender, Hu% 1n his opiaica the
fzct thas the en 1ne vrg run-ia, bask—arl 7as mot 2
material fzctor in chis accifent.

Cecaclusions

“hig accident -as czused 3v the river of an 2usouachile
proceedin. upoa & raillroal crossin: at grade directly
ir froot of an approzchiny passea~er tralia.

The 1avestlgacion escaslishel ske facos taat as the
traia epproached schis crossinz the 2n ,1ae ¢ell wms beinzy
runz continuously, cressis. 81 nals 7Tere teneate’ly sounde”
on the entine -hisvle, =2nd whe high—ay ¢TOoS81N3 bell T=s
rinring; also, there -7as another ausousctlle st nhln; Jjuse
west of the vracls taitinz for dne Ttraln vo pass, vaese
fzets vere suificisny w6 _1ve sae Jriver of tre Automecbile
1nvelved proper Tsrning, of tvhe apsroach of a traln.

-
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Insceald of erercising due care bsfore proceedint upon the
crossiit, tas <river passel the staading auvsorobile at a
hizh rase of speel and mroceeced wpon she track directly
1a frcas ¢f she as0rezching wrein. T1LT L0 1njurlies sus-—
TEainel o7 oshe, a0 stateneaw cculd be obhteianed from toe
cner of the aitomeobile, or [rom cther surviTin, occupants.

FTREN O]

This accifens a.aln directs auvteaticn so tne vital
necessivy for drivers of cucowchiles delznlsely o ascertain
¢lat che 7ay 18 clear and s2fe helore procesclls oVer a
railroal CICSS1AT.

A1l of zhe exacloyses 1avelved vwere experlenced wen.
As the :ime of the accident ncre ol thew had "een oa duly
1a viclosloa ol 2ay of the provislions of the hoars of service
la-rs,
gsoecisrtully sabmicied,

W. P. 30RLAND.

Director.
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