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IN 2 INVESTIOATION OF AN ACOLLENT WOICH OOCURNED ON

THE NORWGLE & WESTTNH RAILWAY, NEAR WELON, W. VAi,,0H
AUGUST 38, 1915«

On iugust 828, 19185, there was a head omd ollislon
betwoen & paszonger $rain and a freight Sraln on ths Tug Fork
Braneh of the Norfolk & Westers Railway, neay Welsh, ¥, Va.,
which remulisd in the death of L sxpleyse, the injury of 4
szployens and ¥ pacsengerss After invessigetlion of this ae-
oident she Chied of the Hivieion of Ssfety subtmity the follow-
iug report:

Yeuthound passenger train Ho, 1 eongisted of 1 oome
bination mall ahd baggngo ear, 1 oxpross sar, & cosohes, and
a Puilmon slevping ear, bBeuled by loecmotive 980, and was in
oherged of Coxduotory ¥all and Mngiaessan Oullineye X6 arrived
at Tug Tovwer, «2 piles weet of Welel, at StBY D Be,; ahdde-
parged st YiH4 pe 1., 14 minutes late, It backed in on. the
Tug Fork Bruneh for a dlstance of about 400 feel, for the
purpose of persitting she engine to Yo qut loosse frem the
hesd end and run around o the rear eud of the traln. The
fyent end of the engims wns Shon ocoupled %o the rasr of the
slaooping our, aftexr whioh the trein startasd, the engine baske
ing vy, and had procecded zpproximutely 1,000 feed when £%
evllided with enatbountd extra rreight tesin 625,

Xesthound extra frolght train 1511-828 gonsisted of
45 louded gosl cars and a o=booss, with lostseilive 825 on the
hesd end of the train ané locemotive 1311, belng uoed as a

pasher, on the reer end of the btrein, end wae in ddarge of




s

Condnetor Beans, Fupineman Rickman on logoomative 825, and Eoe
ginegan Caldwell oo locomotsive 1311,

On the forepwon of the day of She apeident this
train left Zekmen, We The, & station on the main line 10 miles
engt of Velal, o go to Wileoe, U2 miles west of Weloh, oa the
Tug Fork Braneh, for a train of otal; and arrived att ¥ilooe
shoud 2300 ps T Arter the engines hed taken wabey, and the
loedn had been zeidsheld ouf, the trsin waa made uy in the falew
lowing ordsr: The eshoose was eoupled to the bendey of engine
885, 1lot orf engine BP0 goupled tio the aurs, and tender of
sagine 1311 ocuwpled o the last enr In She train, The train
18Tt Wilooe sbont 5143 D wa, with Both sugluss beoking up,
and pushing cudooss sbead of the traine ¥Fhen »ithin about Buode
bhivds of & mile of Tug Tower, aund about bhe middle of o 6°
ourve, it aollidec with passenger train No. 1, the speed of
Yol tTeira at the time of the ascident teling estinsted et
from 8 to 3 mileg per bours At the time of the acecident she
wealther was oloudye

The caboose, whizch was shead of tepder of engine
5805, was completely destroyed, and the tendors of engine 835
and 960 hedly dmaged, while olight demage repulted to the
Palluan esr and one frefaht our. The trucks of both tenders
wers deralied.s Filreman Baileoy of passenger brainp Ho., 1 was
instantly k1iled, deing crushed betwern the tender and the
boiler hesd of onzine 9640,

The Avision of the Norfolk & Westers Rallvay on
which thin aceident ocourred is a single-tyaek line, running
from She wmaln line at Tug Tower, W, Va,, %0 Leokle, W. Va,,
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& distence of 19 miles, snd 2o Knewn as the Pog Fork Dranch,
tzatas deing opoTated By Srain orders and Sims oard righte.
Grders ars trunsmitsted by talephone, suyplementand by the telw
sgraphe Between Tug Towor and Filooe an ebasolute blogk pre-w
vaila for passonger traine following each other, Frolsght
truing ave allowed to follow passenger tyains under & perw
missive gars betwesn thess shationa, But thore Is mo bloeck

0 govern the movemsat of felight Wwalss wilth respeot SO

gaah othere

The track leaving Tug Tower runs in a scubhessterly
dlreedion, following the sputh bank of Tug River axuud the
Base of the avuntuine. Aftar leaving the maln Lina Juat esat
of the towsy Shere Lz a 89 mrve bearing Yo the Pight for a
shars distanve, followed by a shord tumgont, them a 4% curve
%o fhe left, 980 fael long, fullowed by 8 tangent 410 foat
long, then & 49 ourve to the right approximetely 1,748 feet
in jength, around the base of the mountains ‘The enllisien
oogurrad sbout the middie of this cuyve end on s alizhtly
ssoending grade for weosthound troins.

The meke-wo and mebthod of operation Of the Pwo
treine in mestion $s the wmusl one Pfollowed by bthese Ltrains
on the Tug Fork Brameh. On acoount of the physisal oconmagtion
ef the traoke leading awsy from the msin line &t Tug, the on»
gine of passenger train No. 1 iz on the freat end of thoe train
vwhen 186 L5 backed in on this Dranch fyom the malin line, the

ongine boing then run avouni the tyaln, baskiug Up to Gayy, its

terainal, s¢ 28 %o have the ongins on ke hend and of train
when leaving that staticn., Coal tyaine gotug from Wilooe to
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Tag vith eastbound loass, baok up or the Tug Fork Branch 40
the main 1line, oo that when they coue out on the main line
weed of Tug Tower for thelr owovesmont easd L plates thely
ongines in the propor position on the train,

Engineman Culliney of train No. 1 stated that upon
arrival at Tug bhe Yacked his train fu on the Tug Fork Branoh
and ran engine Mo, 980 around %he train so asx to have it en
the head end of the train leaving that stakion. Thay started
from thera about 4:00 pe o, backlag up, and Med run but a
short distance when he hesyd the hlast of a whisle, and,
looking over tho tagk of he sngine saw the wsboose of the
approaching drain. Ho saw that & oollision was imevitalle,
and without applying the bBrakes Jumped off Sust beforo the
oolifston sommrrad. In bis opiuion his trein wes running
betweon € and & miles an hours

Conductor Yall of train Nos 1 stated that upon
broking iw uson the Tug Fork Branch the drakeman st off the
engine, ran 1t tlorougk the sidlug 5o the resr of the train,
and goupled on %o the sleeper; when the train started he be-
gan 5o oollect fares and wan about the middle of the front
conch when the sclliston cosureeds

Brokoman Farris of train Ro. 1 stated that arfer
running the engine arcund the train st Tug Tower he eoupled
1% to she sleaper) thut after the train pualled cut and hsd
gons abeut 15 ¢sr lengths the osolilsfon ceeurred, In his
opinion the train was runniug st a spesd of aboud B atles an
hour at the d4me of the aceldents

Enginemsn Riekmen, on englne, 825, stated that wheam
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thely train had been made up A% Wiloos and they wore Peady to
go forvard that the comductoyr gave hin oxder Nos 58, reading
am follown:

© ¥Eogins 1T11 will rus extra Wilcee %0 Tugs” BHe
stated that when the samductor gave iim this order Bo oslled
She sonductor's sttention to other trains, as well as to the
Tach that thers was a Tlagman holding Mn for engine 838,
Upon the arrival of engine £#85 the econduetor went to ibo telew
phone and aseerfainsd that that wau the engine for whtoh the
filagman was holding bin, sad so aotiried Mm, VUpen the arris
val of traim 16) a phort tiwe later the gomductor said for him
$0 go and he $hought mo more about trala Wo, 1 and puiled out
upen the mafn tresk, He stated that the only train order he
bad wus an oxder t& sun extra Wilcoce to Tug, which o received
something 1ike 40 mimutes Yefore his train left Wilsce, end
thes he Bad train Wo, 1 in mind vhen he nentioncd the othsr
trains just before the gonduoctor went to the tslephons to find
ous whether he was being beld for sngine 685 or apgine 8335;
after thut the firest be kuew of frain No. 1 was when he same iz
sight of 1t om the survae when 1% wup about two aar langths away,
and thaé No lsmsdictely applied the sir byabkes, Yut tod lute to
stop his traim and prevent the oollision, BEagineman Risimen
estimated $he apsed of Bis train at & or & nilea sn hour.

Enginesan Caldwell, in eharge of engine 1311, sztated
that the conductor gave him order Ros 52 adont 2U8Q pe me Ho
shated further thxt hip covgine wac on $he resr m/& the train
and $hst after leaving ¥Wilooe he pushed She tirain Bard about

$wo niles and than wenk cut and asked the Brakeman who was riding

e A——— T e = e e —

—————e— i —



wie
on the pilot vhat they Bad on Yrain No. 1+ The BDrakemsn woe
& pow man and sald e 414 not kmow, Engineman Oaldwell stated
that he knew the engineman on the rear el of a train wao as
respopsidle for the ssfety of Bis tyain as the snginemcn on the
head end, and that hi» train was on the time of train Wo, 1,
tut was under She impreanion thet the conduotor and sugineman
on the fromt end pust have had ¢lme om that Srain, Mo sheded

that the engineman on an engine Ppavhing a train on The resy end

doss not knvw what they are goivg %o 4o, and Shat &% wes the
regular sustom for enginemen on the rear and of trains %o leave
vithout gotting orders, When She oollislon sosurred his sngine
waz not using stesn, YWat wes ArSifbing, and in Bis opinton they
wsre yunning about & or 2 miles an hours

Conduotor 2Bvena stated that he resedved two ooples
of omder No. 32 at Wilooe to run extra Wilsee to Tug, and thut
he daliversd 2 eopy %0 ecch of Mo enginemen, after reading 1%
to thes, but that nothing w=a ssid By elither of them about any
passenger trains, He stated that whan he got ready to go he hed
a talk aver the Selephome witk the Wilsee ynrd office for the
parsess of nsoertaining the munber of ths etgine that the flage
man balding his Sraf; wos protesting, and foumd oud that the
fisgman woe to flag for engine 838, and so notifled Enginer
Biokmene: A few nimites later, upts ths arrivel of pasuenger
trein Mo, 181, be left Wilcce, having entirely overlooked train
Boe 1¢ The rizst intimatiion that he had of anpything wrong was
whan Lo sawv the pasenger traln & 1ittle more than & esr length
swayy In his opinion the apesd of hls train ot the time of the
solliaion was about 6 niles an howur,
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Thi=z acoldent was saused by extyn 1511-828 gaoupy-~
ing the main track on the time of tirein Mo, 1, & zuperior
$rain, without erders or proteetion, for which Conduotor Fvans
and Enginemen Riskuen aud faldwell are rssponeibles
Goneral ule Ho. 86 reads as follows:

8an interior trals mast kewp out of
the way of & supsrior drain.”

Under this vule extra 1S11-826, Waving no orders sgalnet Mo, 1,
ahould not RKave leoft Tiloae. Conduedor Beans and Foglinemsn
Ripkman admi% that they entlrely everlecked this train,

General Tule Mo, 31040 presds 4z Pollowng

slating & beain, mios Bave " sopyof ail ar-

e ad - raia ooy SELL moe o Tebbiee

to sign for ardars,”
This {nvestigation 4isclosed the faot ket L3 1m not the ouatom
Tor engloemen ou pusher eugines %0 reoeive soples of ardars af-
feghing the movement of thelr trains, az roguived Ty this rule,
Frngloenan Qaldwell, of engine 1811, lmew he waz on She tine of
train Hoe. 1 leaving ¥illeoe, bud murpomed that the conductor had
raseived time on that traine IT he M4 complied with ¢his rale
he would not haye lef't Wilcoe unlees he had recselved 3 gory of
sn order pexmitting his traln to wse She main track on the hime
of train Beo. 1, and thiz nocidont woulld nod heve occurreds

Conduotor Evene was apnloyed am & Traight copduotor in
Juiy, 1911« Eagloeor Ricknen wap euployed ag firveman 1o Deogs~
ber, 1007, and promobed to sngiseman in 1607, Epgineer Oaldwell
s amployed as flremam in February, 1008, and promotsd to englne-
man in April, 1910. All Sthese employses? regords were good. They
had been on Jduty 4 hours a=nd 20 mimutes st the time of the accldent.
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