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O B August 28, ISIS, there was a fiend end eollieion 
between a paa&oager train and a freight train en tbe fug STorfe 
Branch of tba !forfo!k & Western Hallway, near Welch, W* Va#, 
whioh resulted in the death of 1 employee, the injury of 4 
employees and 9 paceengers* After inveetlgatiou of title ac­
cident tho Chief of tho Civision of Safety omhaito the follow­
ing report: 

Westbound psoeonger train Ho* 1 eonoiotod of 1 com­
bination aail and baggage oar, 1 â sreoo ear* 9 eeeobea, and 
a tollman sleeping oar, hauled by locomotive ofto* and waa In 
charge of Conductor Wall and ̂ asinemn oulllnoy* Xt arrived 
at fug Tower, »<fl nllea west of Welch* at 3lS3 n# a*, and da* 
parted at tfs34 p# ta., 14 jslautee lata* St backed In on the 
Tug fork Srasoh for a distance of about 400 feet, for the 
purpose of persisting the ©n&inc to bo out loose frora tho 
head end and run around to tho rear end of tho train* Tbe 
front end of tho engine isea then coupled to too roar of tho 
sleeping ear, after which the train aborted* tho engine back* 
ittg up, and had creeeeded approximately 1,000 foot when it 
collided with oaatboond extra freight train 625* 

JSaatbound estra freight train 1311-8E9 consisted of 
45 loaded eoal cars and a o**boo$et *dtn loooaotlve 888 on the 
head end of the train and locomotive 1311, being uee*l an a 
ptteher, on the rear end of the train, and w»e In osarge of 



Conduetior Sfana* Bnginaiaan Hlolasaa on loeonetlvo 825, and En-
giuf&an Caldwell on ieeosiOtive 12)11* 

On tna forenoon ef tne day of tne aooidont thia 
train left leks&n* W* 7a** a es&bien on the stain lino 10 milee 
east of "'el eh, to go to Wilcoe, 8*2 sallee west of Welch, on tho 
fn§ Foric Branch* for a train of coal, and arrived at wilooe 
about 2* M p* n* After the en$£nee had tafcen «ater» and tho 
loeda had bean switched entt the train ma made up in the foi-
lowing order* ?he eahooae was ooupled to the tender of engine 
3£5, ,Hot of engine BS8 ooupled to tho oare, and tender of 
engine 1311 ooupled to the last oar in the train* The train 
Ifcft Wiiooe about St 43 p* w** ̂ith both engine* baa&ing up, 
and pushing caboose ahoad of the train* When within about two* 
thirds of a i&ile of fug Tower, and about the mi (idle of a 6° 
ourve, it collided with $g.a&enger train Ho* 1, the apeed of 
both trains at tha time of the aooidont being eatissated at 
from 6 to a tsilea per hour* At the tiae of the accident tho 
f̂eather M a cloudy* 

The G&boose, 'rbich waa ahead of tender of engine 
©SO, m*& completely destroyed* and the tenders of engine 8S5 
and §eo badly dma^ed* $aile slight daaa&e roenlted to the 
Pullman car and one freight oar* fhe trucfca of both tendero 
were derailed* yireaan Bailey of paaseoger train Ho* 1 waa 
Instantly killed* being cruahed between the tender and tho 
boiler head of engine 960* 

She divialott of the Norfolk & Waetera Ball̂ ey on 
which thia accident occurred le a eingle*-tyuefe line, running 
from tho min line at Tug Tower, W, Ta*, to Leofcle, W* Ta«, 



* distance of X$ mils*, and is known as the fng Fork Branch, 
trains being operated by train er&ars and Was earn righto* 
Orders are trensaitted by telephone, enpplesentad by the to!* 
e«yapli* Batmen town? and 311o*e aft absolute block pre­
vails for passenger trains fniiê ine each other* freight 
trains ere eHowed to folio* passenger trains made? a per* 
inlsslra oard between these stations, but there ia no block 
to govern the aovosoat of freight trains ssitti respect to 
aaoh Other* 

the track leaving Tug fowor runs in a southeasterly 
îrsetion, following tbo south basic of fug Hirer around the 
base of tho aotsntain* After leaving the main lino Just east 
of the tower there is a S° curve bearing to the right for * 
short distance, followed by a short tangent, then a 4° curve 
to the left, ess fast lens, followed by a tangent 410 feet 
lan&, then a g& curve to tha rttgbt approxisutoly 1,340 feet 
in length* around the ba«e of the mountain* fhe oolllalon 
occurred about tho JK£4&&O of this curve and on a slightly 
asoending grade for ̂ stbonnd trains* 

The $sssko*U3 and method of operation of the frso 
trains in question is the û ual one followed by those trains 
on the Tug lorfe Brsnoh* On account of tho physical oonnsation 
of the troofes loading &m? from tho asin lino at Tug", tno en* 
gins of passenger train No. 1 is on the front end of train 
when it ia booked in on this Branch froa the main line, tho 
engine bains then run around the train, basking up to 0ary» l t s 

aojralnal* so so to have tho engine on tho head end of train 
oho* leaving that station* coal trains coins from Wllooo to 



Tug wish eaetbound leads* back tip on the fog Fork Branch ta 
the main line, ao tbat when they m a oat on tbo sain lino 
west of Tug Tower tor their aovoseat oaat it plaeee their 
engines in tho proper position on the train. 

Enffinaman Oulliney o f train So* 1 atated that upon 
arrival at Tug ho booked hia train i n on tho Tug $er& Branch 
and ran engine So* MO around tho trala ao ao to novo it on 
tho head and of tho train leaving that station* They atarted 
from there about 4:00 p* au» baeteiag v&$ and had run but a 
abort distance when ho heard tho bleat of a *nlof*f and. 
looking over tho tank of hie engine oaw the caboose of tho 
approaching train* So saw that a collision ma inevitable, 
and without applying tho brakee Jnsped off |iet before the 
collision occurred* In hia opinion hia train m» running 
between © and $ alias an hour* 

Conductor Wall of train So* 1 atated that upon 
backing in upon tho Tug Fork Branch the brekeaan ant off tho 
engine, ran it through tho aiding to tho roar of the trala, 
and coupled on to tho sleeper; when the train atarted he be* 
gan to collect fare* and wao about the n&d&le of the front 
coach when the collision occurred* 

Brakeaan Farria of train So* 1 stated that after 
running the engine around tho train at fug Tower ho coupled 
it to the sleeper; that after tho train polled out and had 
gone about IS ear lengths tho eoiliaion occurred* Xn hie 

opinion the train waa running at a speed of about 6 ailee an 
hour at the time of tho aoeident* 

Sngincnan Hickman, en engine, 8SS, atated that when 



tfcei* twain had bees aade up at Wleee aad they n«re ra«dy to 
fa forward that tha conductor gave hia order Bo* SB» reading 
no follows* 

•lagine 1311 «U1 ran extra wilcc* to Tug** So 
stated that when the oondnetor save bin thia order ho oalled 
tho conductors attention to other trains, as well as to th* 
fact that there nan a flagman holding Ida for engine $S$* 
$poa the arrival of engine 663 the eondnctor wont to tho tele­
phone and ascertained that that was the engine for \§&ioh tho 
flagman «ras holding hia, and so notified hia* Upon the arrl# 
vol of train 141 a chert time later tho oonductor said for hia 
to go and ho thought no wmm about train Wo* 1 and polled out 
upon the nain traok* fie stated that the only train order ho 
had was an order to run astro Wilcee to tug, which he reeelred 
something like 40 s&ftn&es hefore his train loft Wllcoe, end 
that ho had train So* 1 in mind often ho nentlened tho ether 
trains jnet before the conductor vent to the telephone to find 
out another he vae being held for engine 60S or engine 835} 
after that tho first ho know of train So* 1 ens when he came in 
sight of it on the curve when it was about two oar lengths away, 
and that he itsnsdletely applied the air brakes, hut ton late to 
stop his train and prevent tho collision* Snginenan Bietsnn 
estimated tho speed of his train at 6 or 0 ailsa am M r * 

Bngineaan Caldwell, in chares of engine 1311, stated 
that the conductor gave him order So* 5B about 3850 p» m# So 
stated farther that his engine wae on tho roar end of the train 
and that after leaving wilooe ho pushed tha train hard about 
two siles and then *en* out and asked the brakeman who waa riding 



*4* 
on the pilot ofcnt they nod on train Ho* 1. tho bmkaaan waa 
a now man and oaid ho did not know* lagiaeasa Galdwell stated 
that ho know tho e&giaeaan on the roar end of a train one as 
rospomainio for the safety of nis train an tho onsinogon on tho 
head end, and that hie train was on the tine of train Ho* 1, 
bat mm under tho iapreeeiou that the oondnotor and engiaeaoft 
on tho front end nnirt have had tiae m that train* So stated 
that toe eagliicsan on en eugine paahine a train on the rear and 
does not know what they are gains to do, and that it wee tho 
regular onstoa for englneBten on too roar end of train* to leave 
eithont getting orders* when the oollieion occurred hia engine 
ens not using steesz, bat was drifting* and In hie opinion they 
«ore running about 6 or 8 nilee an tear* 

Oondnotor Svsna atated that ho received tm copies 
of order So* s& at wileoe to run extra Wileee to tag* and that 
he delivered a eopy to each of hia engiaemea, after reading It 
to tnes* but that nothing wan said by either of them about any 
passenger trains* Bo stated than «bea he got ready to go no had 
a talk over tho telephone with too Hilooo fard offloe for tho 
purpose of aeoerteining the number of tho engine that the flag* 
man holding bio trala was protecting* and found out that tho 
fla^soa waa to flag for engine 838* and so notified Euginentan 
Hloiaten* A few atatteo later* upon the arrival of passenger 
train Ho* 191* he loft Wiioee* hating entirely overlooked train 
HO* 1* The flrat intimation that ho had of anything wrong waa 
when ho saw the paeonger train ft little sore than a oar length 
s$*y* In hia opinion the speed of hia train at tho time of the 
collision waa about 0 miles aa hoar* 



l*hia accident waa canoed by extra ooenpy-
lag the sain track on the tlma of brain HO* X, a attperier 
train, idthout orders or protection, for ¥&ieh Oondueter I5ve.no 
and Engine&en Blotes and Caldwell are responsible* 

General rata Ho* 80 rondo aa followes 
' *Aa inferior train zaaet keen out of tbe way of a superior train** 

tinder thia rule extra 15X1-6S5, having no ordero cgalnet Ho* 1, 
ah0uld not hare left EiXooe* Conductor $vanii and Aaglaaaan 
Metem ac'jnit that they entirely ewrlooked thia train* 

General rule Ho* BlO-b roeda aa followes 
®Imiinea$on of helper enflneOi when a©~ alwting a train, amot hare a copy of all or­ders affecting its taeveaient* ihen coupled in rear of a train they will not bo required to sign for ordera** 

Thia investigation liaeloecid the faet that It in cot tho cuatom 
for engineman on pusher eaginee to rooalvo ooplee of ord̂ ra af-
footing the saovê ent of their train*, required by this rule* 
n̂glgsaan Caldwell, of engine 1311, 3mm he waa on the nbao of 
train Ho* 1 leaving fiXeee, but au£«pe@ed that the oonauctor had 
received time on that train* Xf he had complied with this rule 
he would not have left Wileoe nnleea ho had received a eery of 
&n order p emitting hia train to nee tho main track on the time 
of train Wo* 1* end this accident ̂ ould not have occurred* 

Conductor Irene vao employed ao a freight conductor in 
July* 1011* Engineer Rle&xan wae employed aa firman In tJeoes-
bor, IQQZ, and promoted to cn̂ ineaen in 100?* Isgineer Caldwell 
âa wloyed fts fireman in February, loOH, and presented to engine-
sen in April. 1910* All these esaploycea* records twro good* They 
had been on duty 4 hours and W wimtm at the tte of the aooidont* 
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