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I I M ISTCSJIGlf lOI OF AS AQQimMT IHICH QCCU3BSD 
Off HOEFQLX & BAOTAY, HtJRAL SE-

3!ESAT, T A . , OH OG SOBER 2 0 , 1 9 2 0 . 

November 6, 19go. 

On Qetolaer SO, 1 9 2 ) , t h e r e was a heed-end c o l l i s i o n 

between two passenger t r a i n s on t he Ba&ford D i v i s i o n of the 

Horfo ik & Western S a i l way s e a r S u r a l Re tre a t , 7 a . , whi oh r e s i l t e d 

i n the death of 3 employees and in jury to 11 passengers , 3 employees 

2 m a i l c l e r k s , 1 co n duo tor and 1 p o r t e r of th© Pallraan C o . , aid 

1 express messenger* A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n the Chief of Hie Bureau 

o f S a f e t y r e p o r t s ss f o l l o w s ; 

Che Had f o r d D i v i s i o n , on which t h i s seed dent occurred , 

extends from Eosnofee, Va. , to B r i s t o l , Term, , a d i s t a n c e o f 

150 m i l e s . Prom Eosnoke t o Radford, 4 4 m i l e s , the l i n e i s donble 

t r a c k , from Badford t o B r i s t o l , 106 m i l e s , i t i s s i n g l e tratifc. 

She fflovesent o f t r a i n a i s c o n t r o l l e d by t i ; a e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , 

and a i tomat io bio o k - s i g n a l s , eastbound t r a i n s "being super ior b y 

d ireo t i on • 

In the v i c i n i t y o f the a c c i d e n t bhe l i n e extends e a s t 

and wes t . Beginning a t a p o i n t abcat 4600 f e e t west from the 

p o i n t of the OD l l i s i on, end proceeding eastward, the l i n e i s 

tang-ent for 3200 f e e t a t whleh p o i n t i s l o c a t e d the west switch 

of t M pass ing s id ing a t Sura l He t r e a t , which i s on the - south 

s ide of the Eaain t rack. Beginning a t t h i s po int t h e r e i s a c a r v e 

to t i e r i g h t of 3 degrees end 30 minutes , 540 f e e t i n l ength , f o l l o w ­

ed hy a tangent 000 f e e t in l e n g t h , which i s f o l l o w e d in t u r n hy a 

2 degree curve to the l e f t , 900 f e e t in l e n g t h . The t r a c k i s then 

tangent for sbout 2000 f e e t to tie s t a t i o n . I t was on the l a t t e r 



curve about 550 f e e t from i t s west end tha t the aec ident occurred . 

At t h i s p o i n t and f o r about 3 , 0 0 0 f e e t west t h e r e o f , t n e r e i s a 

grade of 1 . 2 per cent descending east-ward, The view of approach­

ing t r a i n s from tne wes t i s a l i ^ i t l y obscured by a l i a s of t e l e ­

graph p o l e s on the sou 13a s i d e of the t rack , whi l e on t h e north 

s ide owing to the- carve t n e r e i s p r a c t i c a l l y no v i s i o n . The 

weather wt the time of t h e soc i dent m s e le a r . 

Westbound l o c a l passenger t r a i n Mo* 3 7 , enroute from 

Eoanoke, Ya. to B r i s t o l , Term., i n charge o f Conductor Sharl toa 

and Englneaan i i a k o u s , was drawn b y engine 558 and c o n s i s t e d of 

Penna. baggage 5 5 2 5 , ff&W b a g g i e 4 2 3 , 439 and 4 4 9 , a l l of wooden 

ee r e t r a c t i o n except 429 which had s t e e l reinfox*$ft s i d e and c e n t e r 

s i l l s , eoaoh.es 1 2 0 8 , 1640 and I S I S a f a l l s t e e l eons truest ion and 

baggage oar 2 5 4 , of *ooden c o n s t r u c t i o n . I t 1 0 f t l a s t Bedford , 

i t s i n i t i a l s t a t i o n f o r ths d i s p a t c h i i g d i s t r i c t on which, the 

acc ident occur r e d , a t 6 . 4 4 a.m. A t Max Meadows, 28 mile s wes t , 

i t r e c e i v e d 19 t r a i n order So - 56 reading: 

"Ho. 1 4 , ang im 1 0 2 , meet S o . 5 7 , engine 5SB at 
Hural He t r e a t and Mo* 4 1 , angina 107 a t Crocket t , 
Ho. 1 4 take s id ing a t C r o c k e t t . " 

a .m. 

!Dh.e t r a i n departed from Max Meadows a t 8 . 0 2 / a n d a r r i v e d a t 

Sural S e t r e a t , w&ere i t stopped at € . 4 0 a .m. 3?he e a s t s w i t c h o f 

the pass ing s i d i n g having been opened, the t r a i n p a l l e d i n , s t o p p i n g 

b e f o r e the e n t i r e t r a i n n&s e ls sr t o u n l o a d passengers and express . 

A f t e r oomple t ing i t s work the t r a i n d e p a r t e d and bad proceeded a 

d i s tance o f about 2 , 0 0 0 f e e t when, whi le running a t a speed es t imated 

t o have been from 1 0 to I S m i l e s per hour , It c o l l i d e d with. train. 

Ho. 1 4 , a l s o on tha pass ing s i d i n g . 
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Eastbound t r a i n So. 1 4 , enroute from B r i s t o l , 3?©nn., to 

Boancke, ¥ a . , I n charge of Conductor l e m a a and Bngineman P y e r l t z , 

was drawn b y engia© 1 0 2 end c o n s i s t e d o f ma i l ear 1 2 1 0 , baggige 

ear I S 2 1 , eosoh© s 1 6 5 9 , 1 6 1 3 , 1 6 1 4 and Pul lman ear Flamingo, a l l 

o f a l l - s t e e l sons t ruot ton . I t l e f t B r i s t o l , i t s i n i t i a l s t a t i o n , 

at 6 . 3 0 a. m., a i r i r e d a t A t k i n s , 50 mi le s e a s t , st 8 . 2 2 a . m . , whs re 

i t r e c e i v e d a c o p y o f 19 o r d e r 56 and departed a t 8 . 2 4 a.m. She 

t r a i n a r r i v e d a t Grose c l o s e , t i e l a s t r e p o r t i n g s t a t i o n , 4 m i l e s 

e a s t of A t k i n s , a t 8 , 3 4 e.m. and departed a t 8 . 3 5 . 

Approaching the west switeh of the p a s s i n g s i d i n g a t Sural 

Retreat , automat 1 e s i g n a l B - 3 5 0 2 , l o o k e d a boat 50 f e e t west o f 

tne v e s t swi tch , was found in the s t o p p o s i t i o n . Ehis i n d i c a t e d 

that the e&in t r a o k wee occupied "between to st po in t end the s t a t i o n . 

The t r a i n was "brought to a s t o p and. then proceeded, s topping again 

j u s t ole ar o f toe s w i t c h . The a w i t ah was opened and the t r a i n t o o k 

the siding-. I t had proceeded shout 1600 f e e t and, ishilfi running 

at a speed est ima ted t o have been between 18 and 20 m i l eb per hxmr, 

i t c o l l i d e d with t r e i n Ho. 37 a t about 8 . 4 3 a.m. 

fhe impact foroed both eng ines t o g e t h e r , demolishing* the 

p i l o t s and the smoke b o x e s . Ths l e f t c y l i n d e r on each eng irs was 

broken o f f . The tank of engine 56© was up a g a i n s t the b o i l e r head 

wi th the wes t end of Pennsylvania express e a r 5525 through the tank; 

th i s oar was demolished. Baggage oar 4 £ 5 was crushed a t Its west 

end. She tank of engi i© 1 0 2 wets a l s o up aga ins t the b o i l e r - ' he ad 

and the e e s t en d of m i l - b a g g a g e ear 1220 us shed m a bout f o u r f e e t . 

Hone of 1fee equipment was d e r a i l e d . Th& body of Hnginasan P y e r i t z 

was f o u n t caught between tie t e n d e r md t t e cab on t h e f i r e m a n ' s 



s i d e . Both engine man eni t i e f ireman of t r a in l o . 37 were k i l l e d . 

I r s i n Dispatcher X s r r s t a t e d that t r a l s o r d e r Eo. 56 was 

i s s u e d on account o f t r a l a g I©» 1 4 , 37 ana 4 1 a l l b e i n g l a t e ; i t 

i s ©astomary on s i n g l e t r a o k t o giT© a l l passenger t r a i n s , t r a i n 

orders f i x i n g the meeting p o i n t s w i t h ea eh o t h e r r e g a r d l e s s of 

whethe r t h e y are o n 1ime ox l a t e , He Q l s o s t a t e d t h a t a t the meet 

ing point "between t r a i n E©. 1 4 end t r a i n lo. 41 th&t t rs in MO. 1 4 

was invar i s b l y requ ired to take the s id ing . I t i s the p r a c t i c e 

in automat ic fclook s ignal t e r r i t o r y t o nee the "19" foua of t r a i n 

order f o r a meet ing order . 

Conductor Charlton o f t r a i n SO. 37 s t a t e d that he r e c e i v e d 

o r d e r So . 56 a t Max Meadows a i d that he under stood t h a t h i e t r s i n 

wee to take the s i d i n g at Sura l S e t r e a t f o r Bo. 1 4 . He e s t i m a t e d 

the speed &f h i s t r a i n t o have been 8 o r 1 0 a i l e s per hour a t t h e 

time of t h e aoe i d e n t . Be t h i n k s t h a t the re ME a n a p p l i e at ion o f 

the crakes j u s t "be for© iiie era Rh oe our r e d . He a l s o s t a t e d that i t 

i s h i s tinders t anding o f B i l e 90-G that en gin em en and con due t o r b 

must r e g i s t e r per s o n a l l y wi th e a eh o ther e t meeting p o i n t s . 

Sect ion foreman Ksyes s t a t e d that on the morning of the 
f 

aaeident he m s working with h i s s e c t i o n gang at t i e west end o f 

the pas s ing a i d i n g at Sura l Betre a t , put t ing i n a s e t of switch 

t imbers ; t r a i n So, 1 4 stopped west o f t i e s i g n a l a t the wast end 

of t h e p a s s i n g s i d i n g ; the engineer made a s i g n a l w i t h h i s hand 

out he j a i d a© a t t e n t i o n o t i t , ffae t r a i n then s t a r t e d , s topping 

togain ah out BO f e e t from t a e west swit eh. The en gi nem an shouted 

"Change the switch over so I can get on the si d ing? He, Seyes , 



then handed h i s swit oh kay to one o f h i s men. East on, and t o l d htm 

t o go ard open the swit eh f o r lo* 1 4 . A f t e r the t r a i n was c l e a r 

Hasten c l o s e d %e swatch. His v i s i o n was obstructed, b;. the eurve 

so t h a t he could not see S o . 57 s tanding at the s t a t i o n . As the 

t r a i n was p u l l i n g i n the s i d i n g the engineman sounded two b l a s t s 

of t h e whi s t l e to i n d i e ate to the trainmen that the s w i t c h was 

b e i n g eared f o r . I n h i s op in ion Ho. 1 4 was moving about 8 mi le s 

an hour when the r e a r car passed hint; he th inks the engineman need, 

steam ma t i l thft t r a i n got s t a r t e d and then shut o f f . He e l s e 

s t a t e d t h a t i n s e v e r a l in s tances he has a l l o w e d h i s men to handle 

Switehes upon 1fee expres s request of engine men or t rsdnmen. On 

the morning i n ques t ion he d id not have occas ion t o open or use the 

switch p r i o r t o the a r r i v a l of t r a i n ®o. 1 4 . 

S e c t i o n Laborer Huston s t a t e d that a s t r a i n S o . 1 4 approaehed, 

the e zjginaiaan,beckone & ?L t h h i s hand f o r one o f the s e c t i o n gang 

to open the s w i t c h ; s i f ter t r a i n s tepped a t the s w i t c h , the e n g i n e -

man shouted f o r so me one to throw the swi tch t o the side, t r a c k ; 

Sec t ion Foreman l e y e e t h e n handed him the key and1 he u n l o a c f e d the 

switch and opftn&dJ-it. A s the e n g i n e p a s s e d h i m the enginep.an was 

l o o k i n g out of the window end asked him i f there was a t r e i n on 

the s i d ing, to which he r e p l i e d n B o ? A f t e r the t r a i n was e l e a r he 

c l o s e d the s w i t c h and zeturned to h i s work. As the t r a i n p a s s e d , 

he saw Conductor Sewman l o o k i n g out from t h e s i d e o f the t r a i n 

on about the second coach. 

Conductor JSewman of t r a i n Bo. 14 s t a t e d t h a t he r e c e i v e d 

order Mo. 56 a t A t k i n s , re qu ir ing ITo. 1 4 to meet Ho. 37 a t S u r a l 

S e t r e e t and t o m e t So . 41 at C r o c k e t t , l o - 1 4 to take the s i d i n g %t 
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Crocket t ; when ine en gineman sounded the meet s i g n a l f o r Bural 

E s t r e a t , Br eke man M a r t i n answered him with the t i a i n s i g n a l ; the 

t r a i n stopped i u s t west of the s i g n a l a t tha west end of the p a s s i n g 

s i d i n g and stood t h e r e about minute before s t a r t i n g . A f t e r the 

t r a i n s t a r t e d he l o o k e d out on the r ight hand s i d e and saw the 

autoHie t i e s i g n a l i n the s top p o s i t i o n ; he went back in to the coach 

and when the t r a i n passed e v e r the s w i t c h he r e a l i z e d t h a t i t was 

taking the s i d i n g . He looked out on the r i g h t s ide and went over 

to th© l e f t a i d e sad looked out a g a i n and laede the remark to Brake-

m a Mart in " I wonder what he i s going i n t o the s i d i n g f o r . n He saw 

the seetioi lmen on the t r a c k near the switch and shouted to them 

asking ihm. why they put So, 1 4 on the s i d i n g but t h e y a p p a r e n t l y 

d id not hear him; he thought the sectional en were running the t r a i n 

through 1fae s id ing on account o f a b r o k e n s w i t c h or detfeetive t r a c k . 

He then went back o n t h e r i g h t s ide to s e e i f he oould s e e the 

flagman or any om who had opened the s w i t c h , not see ing anyone 

he went i n s i d e the coach which was t h e f i r s t coach on the t r a i n , 

and p o l l e d the a i r s i g n a l ; a t that tiiae the t r a i n w as jt ist c l e a r o f 

the main track . The speed of the t r a i n d i d not a p p e a r to slacken* 

He then s t a r t e d t o to the f r o n t end of the e a r and on h i s way 

p u l l e d the ceadttotor' s emergency va lve j u s t e s the c o l l i s i o n oceurred, 

l e does n o t r e c a l l ever having had t o Is*fee- the s i d i n g f o r Ho* 37 

i & i l e ranaing t r a i n l o . 1 4 but i n v a r i a b l y takes the a i d i n g when 

meet ing Bo. 4 1 . 

Trainman M a r t i n of t r a i n $Q, 1 4 s t a t e d that when t r a i n order 

So . 56 was r e c e i v e d a t A t k i n s the conductor showed him h i s copy; 

the meaning of t h e o r d e r was p e r f e c t l y p l a i n to him; approaching 



' F* 

Earal Ketrea t tne engLnessn sounded the w h i s t l e t o I n d i c a t e a 

meeting point Tfelen he answered with, the t r a i n s i g n a l ; j u s t "before 

the t r a i n read ied the pass ing s id ing a t 2 a r a l Setre at i t oame t o 

a a t o p . He saw tha t the automatie s i g n a l was i n the s t o p p o s i t i o n 

and f i g u r e d tlmt Ho* 57 was a t t h e s t a t i o n . When t r a i n Eo. 14 

s t a r t e d and was about h a l f way in the s i d i n g he f i r s t r e a l i z e d 

that i t was t a k i n g the s i d ing. At the t ime i t occurred t o him 

tha t tfre eeetionmen were p u t t i n g the t r a i n i n on the s i d i n g for 

soae reason* He s t a r t e d t o open t h e door o f the v e s t i b u l e and a s 

he d id so heard one "blast of the a i r whis t l e s i g n a l f o l l o w e d by 

a second b l a s t j u s t as he was opening the t r a p , At tha t time he 

was r id ing on the front p la t form of the second coach w h i l e Con­

ductor Bewman was i n the f i r s t ooaeh. He was Just s t a r t i n g down 

the s t e p s when the e o l l i s ion oe e a r r e d . He did no t f e e l any a p p l i ­

c a t i o n of t h e "braise b p r i o r t o t he c o l l i si on. He eetiaaated the 

speed of h i s t r a i n t o h&m been from 1 0 t o 1 2 m i l e s per hour. He 

f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t he d id not know tha t t h e t r a i n was i n on the 

s i d i n g u n t i l s h o u t \ minute befcre the c o l l i s i o n e a a » . He e s t i ­

mated t h a t not more t h a n two or three sesands e lapsed between the 

l a s t b l e s t of t k e a ir w h i s t l e s i g n a l and fee time the c o l l i s i o n 

occurred . He dee e not r e c a l l Conductor Hewatan making the query 

*Why i s he g o i n g i n h e r e ? " 

Operator Heardom, on duty a t A t k i n s , s t a t e d t h a t he r e c e i v e d 

order Bo. 56 for t r a i n Mo, 1 4 , d e l i v e r i n g a oopy t o the f i r e man as 

the engine p s s s e d "Mm and a copy to the GOnductor a s he went b y . 

About t h i s time he was r e l i e v e d from duty and boarded t r a i n Ho. 1 4 

i n t e n d i n g t o take i t t o h i s bom a t Rural He t r e a t . He not ieed tha t 
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the t r a i n stopped at the west end of the passing s i d i n g at Sura l Be-

t r e a t hut did not n o t i c e that i t was taking the s i d i r g . Shortly-

a f t e r the t rain s t a r t e d Conduct o r Sewman oaae i n the ear and made 

the s tatement "Why i n the world i s he going i n h e r e ? " He did no t 

know t h a t Conductor Sewman p u l l e d the a i r wfcist le s i g n a l and has 

no knowledge o f hi® openiog the emergency YS ITO. 

f ireman Walton of t r a i n Mo. 14 s t a t e d t ha t when he r e c e i v e d 

order Bo . 56 a t A t k i n s he handed i t to Engine man I y e r i t s . As the 

engineman d id not hand i t book to M m t o read he asked him t 

the o r d e r s were to which P y e r i t z r e p l i e d t n a t No. 1 4 would meet 

So, 37 a t Sural He t r e a t and So, 4 1 a t Gro cke t t and B"o. 1 4 would 

take the si difig f o r 4 1 . Upon a r r i v i n g a t west end o f the pas s i Eg 

s i d i n g a t S u r a l He t r e a t the t r a i n stopped on account of the s i g n a l 

b e i n g i n the s top p o s i t i o n . While the t r a i n was s tanding there 

he heard the engineman t a l k i n g to someOIB on the ground on t h e 

r igh t s ide of the engine hut he d i d not know who he was ta lk ing 

to or what was s a id . The t r a i n s t a r t e d and s h o r t l y a f t erwards he 

r e a l i z e d tha t they were p u l l i n g i n on the s id ing . Be l o o k e d out 

and saw the r e a r oar p a s s i n g over the swi tch . He t h e n turned to the 

enginezaan t o ask him why they were t a k i n g the s id ing iiiere hut 

"before he oould do so t he engine man t old him t o l o o k b aek and s e e 

i f the flagman had g o t t e n o f f . I s l o o k e d back and no t s e e i n g 

anyone turned t o t e l l the enginesaan, when he saw an engine looming 

up ahe ad of him on # i a t he thought was t h e s ide t r a c k . He to ok a 

seoond l o o k and saw £&at a o o l l i s i o n was imminent end jumped from 

the window j u s t a s i t oeourred; the l a s t time he saw Engineman 

P y e r i t z he was s i t t i n g on h i s sea t on the r igh t s ide of the eng ine . 



He f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t I f the a i r whi s t l e was sounded he did not 

hear i t . 

Srainmastex f a l t e r s t a t e d t h a t he i n t e r p r e t e d Bule 90-A 

to mean that any t r a i n u s i n g a s i ding whi oh may he used "by t r a i n s 

i n e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n , must run a t gash a r a t e of speed that i t can 

s top wi th in a h a l f t r a i n length* f t i s h i s op in ion feat rule 9 0 - C 

r e q u i r e s conductors and enginemen to r e g i s t e r w i th each, o ther p e r ­

s o n a l l y a t meet ing p o i n t s . 

Bead Foreman of Engines Clendenon s t a t e d t h a t he th inks 

i t i s p e r m i s s i b l e under ru le 9 0 - C f o r the f ireman t o do the r e g i s ­

t e r i n g for the engine man i n e a s e s where I t i s n o t p r a c t i c a b l e f o r 

the engine man t o l e a v e h i s p o s t * He does not re c a l l having nad 

brought t o h i e a t t e n t i o n a s ing l e i n s t a n c e i n which the engine man 

a t meeting p o i n t s have n o t r e g i s t e r e d p e r s o n a l l y w i t h each o t h e r . 

?roia the appearance of the wreckage a f t e r the a c c i d e n t he b e l i e v e s 

the speed o f t r a i n 37 to have been 10 o r 15 m i l e s an hour and o f 

t r a i n I © . 1 4 , 1 8 t o 20 m i l e s per hour . 

2 h i s aooident was caused by t r a i n B*o. 1 4 taking t h e a id ing 

a t Sura l He t r e a t to meet S o . 3 7 when by r u l e i t should have he ld 

the s a i n t r a c k , f o r t h i s , Engine man £ y e r i t z i s r e s p o n s i b l e . 

Under the c ircumstances i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o account f o r 

the . a c t i o n of Engine man P y e r l t z i n tak ing the s i d i n g . Ene evidence 

shows t h a t i t has l o n g been the p r a c t i c e t o r e q u i r e Mo, 14 to take 

the s id ing when meet ing Bo. 4 1 . I t i s b e l i e v e d that Sngineman 

PyerLtz was l a b o r i n g under the impress ion that he was t o meet lo* 

41 a t Sura l Be t r e a t and a s was customary, took the s i d i n g f o r u ia t 

purpose . 
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Gondnctor Sfewmea and Brakeman Hsrtltn a l s o share i n t h e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for t h i s accident i n that t h e y d i d no t s top t h e 

t r a i n immediate ly when they d i s c o v e r e d t h a t the t r a i n had impro­

p e r l y taken t h e s iding* Co md tie tor l e i a s n knew t h a t the t r a i n was 

taking t h e e l d i n g when he passed o v e r the switch, y e t he d i d not 

age the emergency va lve u n t i l the t r a i n had proceeded 1 6 0 0 f e e t 

and | u s t a s "fee c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . Hie s tatement t h a t he s i g n a l e d 

the engineman t o s t o p b y mesne o f the commonieating s i g n a l i s 

s u b s t a n t i a t e d o n l y b y Brakeraan Mart in and even in t h i s t h e r e i s 

c o n f l i c t i n t h e i r s ta tements - O a t h s o t h e r hand 21 re man Y&Ldon or 

Operator He&rdon did not hear the s i g n a l . His s t a t e m e n t a s t o -Sis 

opening o f the conductor *s eme rgency v a l v e i s a l s o wi thout c o r r o -

bt®ration. Edl igent inquiry made among the employee? who a f t e r ­

ward handled the equipment of So . 1 4 a t the scene o f ths ace ident 

f a i l e d t o d i s c l o s e any one wno had seen the emergency va lve open. 

I t appears tha t Trainman M a r t i n did not take the £ rouble 

t o a s c e r t a i n the cause of the s t o p west of the west swi tch and 

ace or dicg t o h is s ta tement did n o t know that the t r a i n waa on the 

Biding u n t i l about ha l f a minute b e f o r e the crash o ecurred and even 

then took no a c t i o n toward stopping the t r a i n . Had he b e e n a l e r t 

and a l i v e t o h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s he would have n o t i e e d that ths 

t r a i n was on the s i d i n g a s soon a s i t passed the switch and should 

have taken s t e p s to s top the t r a i n and a s c e r t a i n the eause• 

Hole 9 0 - 1 of the Operat ing Department i s i n p a r t a s f o l l o w s ; 

"On a s id ing t o be used b y t r a i n s of b o t h d i r e c t i o n s , 
t r a i n s must run e x p e c t i n g to meet opposing t r a i n s . " 
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So twith s tanding the erroneous i m p r e s s i o n he ld by Engineman 

P y e r l t a , had t h i s r u l e b e e n observed t h i s acc ident would p r o b s b l y 

have b e e n prevented. 

The p o s i t i o n i n which Bngtneraan P y e r i t s ' s body was found in-? 

d i s a t e s t h a t before the c o l l i s i o n occurred he had c r o s s e d over t c 

the f i r e m a n ' s s ide of the engine f o r ao&e purpose . Whether i t was 

to exchange numbers w i th the opposing t r a i n or to escape from the 

c o l l i s i o n cannot be determined. 

ItaJte 90~e p r o v i d e s : 

KAfc meet ing or pjaseiag p o i n t s a t H by t r a i n o r d e r , 
conductors and eng ineers o f r e s p e c t i v e t i s i n s w i l l 
r e g i s t e r with e a c h o ther; a t meeting p o i n t s issd© 
by rule , conductors and e n g i n e e r s of passenger 
t r a i n s w i l l r e g i s t e r w i t h e ach o t h e r , end a> ndustors 
and eng ineers o f f r e i g h t and work t r a i n s w i l l r e g ­
i s t e r w i th each othe r » B 

A s t r i c t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s r u l e requires that e n g i n e -

•sr r e g i s t e r w i t h each othe r p e r s o n a l l y sad i t seems g e n e r a l l y to 

be so understood and observed. Al though not s p e c i f i c a l l y required, 

by r u l e , i t seems to have become t h e genera l p r a c t i c e whenever n e ­

c e s s a r y , f o r Ifce engine mas tc l e a v e h i s p o s t , whi le the engine i s 

i n motion and exogB t o the f i r e m a n ' s s ide i n o r d e r t o r e g i s t e r wi th 

the opposing t r a i n * Sh i s i s a dangerous p r a c t i c e and s t e p s should 

be t aken Is® c o r r e c t i t a t once . Another m t h o d of r e g i s t e r i n g 

ebouid be s u b s t i t u t e d f o r the one prov ided f o r i n r u l e 9 0 - C or e l s e 

the i u l e s h o u l d s p e e i f t c a l l y requ ire that the engine must be 

stopped when a compliance wi "th the r a l e would require the eng inesan 

to l e m % h i s p o s t . 
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All of the employees involved m this accident are men 

of long experience and have good recoids. 

At the time of tne accident the engine crew of Ho. 14 

had been on duty 2 hours 45 minutes witn 19 nours 40 minutes off 

duty prior to going on duty. The train crew had "been on duty 9 

hours 43 minutes in the aggregate in the previous 24 hours. 

The engine crew of Ho. 57 had been on duty 5 hours 38 

minutes and the tram crew 5 houra 8 minutes both having previously 

been off duty more than 13 hours 0 


