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Angust 4, 1915,
Ho. 281,

IN BE INVEITIGATION OF AQCIDENT WHICH
CCCURKED OR TUE NORNILE & WESTEBRN
RAILEAY, AT RUAROKE, Va.,
JULY 22, 1915
Ca July 22, 1158, there was a head-end collision

betwoen two yard englnes on the Forfolk & Weabterm Rellway at
Ronncke, Wa., which resulted in the death of one auployee,
Arber investignition of this aceldent, the Qhief of the Divie
slon of Satfedty repoyte as follows:

Yard engiune £53, backing uy, hauling 38 abop oars,
in charge of Conductor lyera and Engimemsn Dyerle, le™ the
wost yard ab Rousnoke adout 4100 aaz., and was noving the cars
gastward 0 Lthe Roanpke Machir-e ¥Works shop for repairs. This
train was ras.wing down the lodlder traek at the sast end of
the middle purd, when Hbo enginanan nobiced 2z light caming
from the o, poedts direscion. He impediately applled his
brekes, but relesses sher upon Jlsgoverdng that the light
pOved away from ke Lraer towen the yard office, A moment
afiny relessing the brada- '~ oo vsher light on the top
af ap agrrozehing box aenr. Yo iaqoin applied the hrakea and
brousht pls train o n adoc  pea the switsh leadling to Mo, @
trask. The Hraln kad bem 35 ailrg btut o fou seconds whed a
weatbhound out of esrs bolor _ushed by sagine 8938 collided
with 1% at about 4.9 d.x.

Yara ongine 29, In courge of Qonduator Weinmamn
and Enginsran Poole, -usili s . oub of ears conglating of 7

loads and 7 swmptles, loft ths truack Xpown as $he'0ld Waste

bound Main,” east of she widile yurd, and was taking these
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cers to the mldile ynrd to be switoheds Thin sut of ours
had proeeeded sbout 2,100 feot westwayd from its sterbing
polnd and had Just entered the Indder track of the ndddle
yard and was running at s spead of @ or & milesx per lour when
it onllides with the Sondor of angine 383,

The leading oar, in the qubt being pushed vy enzline
£53, vas 3 dox sar, =nd the fovas of the eollizion raised the
pa2t end of thisz our and alliowed 1t to &lide over the wead
end of a shesl gondola gnr which was the seoond oar in ¢he
aut. It wes on %he end of this gondola ear thai the wployes
who was ¥llled was ridlng 4t the time of the aopldont. Bogh
cf bhese grry were hadly domaged; the end aill on engine 255
»az hroken and the unver pard of 1%e tank ws slighily erushed,

Triz aseident coourred on the lead, or ledder track,
at the east end of the wmiddle yard, fesar bhe Roanoke Tard of-
fice, Bepinnina 2t the s0ind where She westbound ol ztard-
od, thoe route sakes ie tangent for 1,880 fest westward, where
1% brancbes off o the north Shrough a swibah; 1% is thew
tangent for about 160 fect, whore it sgain Branahes off to
the norty into the lesd o laddey tyack at the eash end of the
ald:la yard, Thie lead extsnde noytiwest and 1z tangent fur
about 1,250 feets The point of eollilaion is aboul 200 foob
west of the sast end of this tangents Parellelinz thiz route
on 4he norith aro Sww traoks used for ssoring englines that
kave heen made remdy for sutgeing tiainss At the time of the

aecldent thegs tricoks wire otsupled by locomotives which ob-

gtruoted the view of the anginemes. The weathor a% %the tine

of the soernidont waz aleap.
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Tpginerian Dyerle of sasthound ongins 663 astated
that when approselbing this leui be always expects to £ind It
aovuplisd. On the morming in uestion when Wa engine enterod
this triek 1% was olear, Bub ax he aprroached the aensi end a
1ight apresred on the track sore iiatancs ahead, snd thinking
it zas a gelbol emgine - vosoling be applied the Yrake, »o-
lonaling A% & fer momentu 1-Ber whag he discovered the liaht
woving sway Tron the trmek towsrd tde yard offige, Junt after
relessing the brole he sov aaosier lighs on the 4op of an ape
profohing box oar. He jrgedlately applied the birake ard
g unded one wlass of %2 engine wiistle, shieh ke dlreetly
afberards folloved Yr ansthor BWlask. He brought his trala
e a sbop and hed bhren gsonaing aboud bald g mimube when She
golliinlon ogcurred, M= rwabod Ihed whem he Pirat saw bhe
1lgkt on top of the ear b wan nbhout seven oar lengbhs dle-
Bant.  He dld not see py 230r slonel glven from the head end
of the apyronehdng el o7 o r-,

The Conducwny, “iws O L% hliesnn of am ine
B3, wig were riudng Ll Lon oo o Bhe 3ime of the ageidont,
wrogtionl y gorvoborste e - hapent of Trgineran Dyerle, ex-
agyh that $hey sew o st 7 7 1 glvss with a lunbern feon the
top ol the ar tposuhlng auy of CUITE.

forgduetor Bolnm w., of Lhe westbound orew, statod
that when ho abaries wiol - gut of ears Lo and Switelman
Mors geb on the front =nd _° [ 1o-ding ony} Brakeuen Tioby
s widdng on She Tor o 0 ow3 aor shout 4 osrg baok, anid
Brajeaan ogsah e on Sop o7 . X gar twon ¢ars abead of tShe

gngires PBroketran Harvin ot on bebresn the flrst and soonnd

p e i

— . e =

B o



i
hend enr. When opposits the yard offise switolman Munm zob
Off and want to tha yard offlee o zet informetion in ~epard
to sone switehing, 8hovtly affer Nm got off, he stated
that he notiead 2 light ahend which he at first thousht waa
an engine baekine westwsrd for a frain, But almost Ismedlately
he dlacoverad that it wme an snpine haoking esstward miling
a Sraln of aars. Bo at onea gave a ston signal, whioh eas
anawsrad from the s_prosolinyg snginse Then he realized that
his #ynin was not zoing to stop in Sime %0 avoid A asnllialon
be mot off. He atnted thak zhea he reaiimed Shot bhe light
wag the headlizht of en an ronehing engins and he gave the
aben 2iznal 1% was aboud 7 ony longdths 4lstant, and when he save
the stop slznal, he looked hmek and saw only Brakersm Rohy.

Be w27 unable 4o say, however, whather Hrakesnn Roby repasted
the ateop sigasl to Lhe enginemans Qendustor Yelirvann siated
that he had been the sonduckor o Bhis spelignment sings July
1, 1918; he wma Pamiiiar with She work in Shis yard and lonew
that 1% =qa a maahon for 2 train of aliop ears o be moved over
this rouba nt abmt thie sape time sach mowning, He sl2o
gtated $hal when starting out with this ous, he instructed
Bra+vemnn Martin o rilde on too of Lha says.

Brealreran Holv stated thad ohen the out of garsa stars-
ed from the lower vyayd he g0t on a larges steel hopper onr,
whick was the zixbh ear from the head ends While the ot wos
on She adraizht Srack he nould ses the oubline of the form of
the conduebar, Mt Ald et soc anything of him afflisr dhe qub
hod entered the firsy switeh. Apnreaching the poind of agel-
dernt he was sitting on %he edge of the car with his feet on the -
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Wrake step, and was watabing for a switehman statloned neans
the track, lndending to shout gome insbruations to him »else
tive tc hia dinner Wuoket, when hoe hesrd one hlash of a
whistle. e looked in hobth directions, and seeing nothing
gave gae wave of his lantern and jJjumped off,. Ha stnted that
he realizes he ahould havs dbeon on %op of & hox enr In a poe
gltlon whoere he could more Tendily have oghasyved and frang-
mitted siznole.

Brakemen Hazrsh stated zhat when the out staprted he
wag on fop of the Wox oor 1head of the sugine. Re asaw Con-
duotor Welmmann's lighs =ntil the sut sSarded thyough Lz
switoh, when it dise meared sround the surve Behlind the en~
#i es on tbe atorsge track. HBoe 414 nod gee any oBher light
btween the soint where hc stood and the gonduoeter on the
leadicg oar. He Aid not soo aoy stow signal glven and the
Tirat intimation he reegived oY >n ansddent was vhen he hesrd
the blast of the engine whluatle, liredistely followed by the
eoll ision,

Epgineran Poole b 4eas th.t sdhon she out of ours
gtarted ho had a view of % 1 vBs on Bhe leading gn  until
thevy took tho switeh g v~ =itien by the sngines an the
storage traaks. AB nocn ¢ Lo Tiuhis disnppeared he alosed
bis throttle and was drirttir along at a4 speed of dup oy three
mitey ey hour when he qwa™ o spelae on an adjoining track
whiatle for brakes., He »  ssovhed to apply his brekes when
the golliasion cocurred. o ~uil or slated that after slosing
the throttle bis srain ~v4 *-ed bouh four ear lenglths before
the oollision oocurred, =nd ilat he 414 oot receivé any atop

signal froz any of the urambars of hiz orew,
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Tols wooldont wes anuesd by the faliure of the
mewbers of o &vlbobling erow properly to tianmmit signals o
the engineman on o qub of cars boling pusked through yard liue-
ita, Sor whioh Conduetor Welnmenn i3 responkfble, OCensral Rule
827, defining the dutiea of conduetors, reads!

*They awve reszponcible rox the movemend, salety

end proper cnre of thelir tralins, £nd Yor the vigl-

laroeo and eonduet of the nen enployed therson and

ragd report any mniseonduet or neziect of dqutyv.®
Conduetey Welmrann know the conditions under which this nove-
ment “me to ba rede, and under thiz mile he ghould have in-
surod the sefaty of his $rain By go instmeting and plaelng
hiz brekemen that sipnnls sonld heve been promplily Sransmitted
to the spginerst. DBrakoman Roby was in o position vhere he
oould not see tho ﬁignni ~hen most noeded, and Brakeman Yerkia
ven dovn betwecz the osars vhere he aould neldher ses wor sive
& eignal, and Conduetor Weirmonn showld bave kpovn this,

IT the phyzionl sonditions were unfaverahls bo rals
this move with safaby, Conductor Welmann should have i{nstruok-
el one of hip ren to procend ahezd of the traln to assurs bthat
the &rach was clesr. With n cut aoonglsting of only fourtaem
cars, and ranned by s snzinesarn, & flrenan, a conduetor and
four trainmem, Shere ip ne éxouse for the coscurrense of an
secidept cvok 38 thia,.

A »yoper rezlization of thelr responaibllitien on
the eyt of Br-kKemen Rohy sud Msrtin, would heve reculred thad
they statleon themgslvas on the top of their train 1a 3 nosli-
tion rkepe they couls botd pes nné &pepseld sispsle, In all
probebilisy the Jenth of Drakomsn Hartin can bs attributed to
the sonition hieh be oocuplel at the time of the geclident.
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Condustor Welmmenn entered the employ of the Nore
201% and Westerm Railwsy in Mly, 1911, sz yard Yrakompn, end
was promoted 50 yard sondugtor in Mareh, 1614, and 211 of his
service heliug 1a the Heanoke yard.

Brakeran Martin entered the empley of the Forfolk

and Western Ballweoy an verd hralieonsn in Rosmoke Tard in Qotober

1911.

Braxensn Roky hed heen in the amploy of the Morfolk
& Yestern sbout one ponth, lurieg 7hick tine he had worked
Yot olaven daye. Mz revious rallrosnd experdense gonatated
af sbout one uonth as Mrallemon on the Chomasenks & Qhle
Tallrcad,

The erew oF cungian 697 had been on duty 10 hours azd

30 gmizubtes, anl Sthe grow ¢f on:ine 953, 9 hours and 30 minutes

At the tinme 3ho aczilent sosuryedly
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