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O H July fig, 1S15, there ra/s a bead-end collision 
between two yard m&inm on th© Norfolk & Wcatoro Hallway get 
Soanoko* Vs., tdiiofc resulted la th© death of on® employee. 
After invosti&aSiea of this acolacnt, tho Chief of tho Divi­
sion of Safety r^^orts a# follow. 

Yard: engine S S 3 , bac&ing tip, hauling 38 shop oars, 
in ehasgo of Conductor Myers and Snginoiaan Cyorlo, loft th© 
worst yard at Hoanoko about 4s00 a*£«, and wao iaoTin$ th© oars 
eastward to £he Roanoko J-'aobi"'* Worfco shop for repairs* Thia 
train was ^acjiAg dawn t?!.e Xadl&r trade at tho oast and of 
tho mlddlo yard, wbm %&® onginaĉ oa noticed a ll$ht ecaaiag 
from th© o, poeita direction. H*» issnodiately applied hia 
bratoo, but xftlmmil a her. upon aissevering that tho light 
uiOYoa away fro® tbo tr«or tovrir*i t̂ v y^rd off loo* A noiacnt 
oftnr r@loaaln$ tn« t»r<*iror* ? .'a1 -zither light on tho top 
of -m a^nroacMng bog onr. i^in applied tho brakes and 
brought bio train to ft oto r^r- this sftiton leading to Ko» 9 

traofe. fh© train baa b e n 3t .:IILR,$ ba- a fow seconds when a 
waitusund out of ears bnic<» ûs:i©d by eiigino 693 collided 
with it at ab&ut 4»J5f* a#xs# 

Yard ougia© d9 ir* caargo of Conductor Woinmarai 
and lEngitto&an Pool©, imsril.v, * cut of oar® consisting of 7 
lo&dss and 7 osqptioo, left &hs track ksewn aa the^ld West-
bound Mala,'* aast of fcho ̂ icUlo yard, and woo taking those 



cers tto ttos alddle yard to bo switched* Tbis out of oars 
had proeoodad about 8t100 fo«»t ^stiward from its storting 
point ana Met Just cnfc&rcd tbo Xad&cr traok of tao miaaio 
yard vms running s t a spaod ef 8 or S sailor p®r hour ̂ften 
it collides with tno tender of m®lm S&3* 

Th© leading oar. In t b « out using £usks& by ©agiao 
was a bos oar, aud th® force of t&s collision raised tho 

east end of tliis oar aad nil awed it to slide over tte msst 
eaa of a st&el goMoia o^r wnieh *sas tno second oar Is tno 
out. It wŝ * on tb© of tnis gondola oar tBat tbo tgspioyoo 
¥im w&n killed riding d% the tla© of tbo accident* "Both 
of tjiose o»ro ^er© badly dosaged; the end sill on et&giao 353 
waa broken ind tb© usoor gaft of its task wis slig&tly crushed, 

Thia accident eocurrM as tbo load, or ladder traok, 
at tiio oast cad of th© aaiddlo yard, &©ar the Roanoke Yard of­
fice* Boginai*v? as th® v>oin& wSs©r$ tha Bostbouad cut start-
osS, tho route taSf&s ie t&sgaat for 1*550 f&*t westward, v&ero 
it brancli&a off to fibs north through a switch; IS is th&m 
tangent for about ISO feet, whoy« it «gain branches off to 
the sort* into tbe load ar ladder track at tbe oast end of th© 
aia.;la yard* TMs lead oxt^n&o iMrtlswsst and is tasgcat for 
about 1,350 feet* Th® point of solXlslon is about £00 feet 
west of tli© cast end of this tangent* 2?aralisllng this route 
oa tbo north aro two tr&s&c used for storing cagissc tbat 
baro boon xasdo rsudy fC2? ostgoir*& trains* At tbe tlao of the 
aoeldsnt thm®* traeks wcru occupied ay loooEsotives «t*lob ob-
gtruetcd tha view of tftc snginsBLon* Tbo weathor at tbe tiae 
of the accident was cloar* 



Snglnomn Dyerlo of eistbound oaglno ©6S statod 
that wfeen s^roaohing this 1®&& ho always onsets to find it 
occupied* Qn tho ooroing la :ue^tlon ̂ ben hi# engine entered 
this TROQIC It ol^ar* but he ap^reaofeod ths oust ©ad a 
light appeared on the tr&ok son* distance. Assad, sad fchinkijsg 
it ^as a srdtoh engine yoaohlng he applied the brake, JP©» 

l<maiat; 1% a fes* laorssat** J^t«w ?'h»n FS« discovered the light 
a&vlng frort the track toward tbo yard office* Just A F T or 
releasing th© bri&c he <*nc after light O H tb® top of an ap* 
preaching bar o&r» He inuwulUtely allied the br&&@ ccd 
3'- unded one OJUSTI of tr* ©u^ise whistle# «feioh £ A directly 
sftosT'-iards fdlovod h^ unif&vv H# brought his train 

T O a atop <tc£ hed been tto^altsg abcut half & slants when the 
collision occurred ;t,*tort tb,*t vfcro lis first th© 
light c& top cf tbo oftr TT 'fA.r< ftbcf»t s#f©& oar lengths dia-
taxft* He D I D .NOT us-** Y ; Y S T O R 4lon"l giirm from tho heet& ©nd 
of tho a^rmehi:ig out err-""* 

Tile Conduce?, ™"iv^r ^ vtia h^'Crman of e&. tne 
**fco wrft rluisg in '^v-'^ "t th« tin* of tha accident, 

;»r .oticnl'y corroborate '>* * ;+* hw>vt of TnginsRjm Byerl®, ex-
copt that they saw a sts^ X ̂ lvsn "#itb a lantern from the 
top of t?ic a: ;:roaohir<j C F oar.",* 

Conductor TEIIIV m., of w@ atbound crew* stated 
that wfc*n HO start<ST 7*5. TLX t:t- out; of oara he and Switohmon 
!Tur.n on tho F R O N T =nC --" -h* leading oar; Brako&an Ttohy 
V̂iL- ridisg O N THO ' ^ rt-IR tsbout 4 oars bade, 
Brakoiaan Harsh O N fco£ i*r . BOIC ear tno ocrs ahead O F tha 
^nglfte* Brakefcan igertia 7 01 on between the f ir#t cad second 



head car- Wb«*n opposite tho yard o f f i c e ssdtcbEiOtt Usas go* 
off ana wsrnt t o th*s yard office to get tnforaation in ̂ g&rd 
to son© switching, Sbo^tly after $uim got off, ha atated 
that h© not load n li^ht ahead ttfftich lie at first $songht oaa 
an «*ngift® bao&tn$ westward for a train* %at almost te*odiat®ly 
bo discovered fehf.t it ̂ a© an ̂ msine haefeing ooj&tward pulling 
a train of onra. Ho at ono« &avo a atop atrial, which mm 

anowarod from the approaching onginok Whoa h# realised that 
hia trnin « i i not soiag to ©top in tttno to &v©i4 a oolliaion 
be got off» Ho -stntod that. ^hm. ha rciHwcd thut fehe l i g h t 

m& tha headlight of m as 'roaobtng cn̂ in"* and no gave th© 
stot> signal It «?08 about 7 oar lengths distant> and wh$n ho ̂ v © 
th<£ sstop gil^n^X, ha looked hnck and saw only Brflk^s&n Jtoby, 
He unnblo t« mtP however,, whether tok«wtn Baby repeated 
tho *stop s i x to fefef* *--nfjln«rj:aiu Qendttoto? tfein-vna stated 
that h& had b©«n t*ic ooadttotor <?n thia assignment oinoo 3nly 
1* l§lf?i he fmili'W with tho in this yftr$ and imew 
that it «»â  a ouatos* for a trsin of ahop cars to b» &ov®ii over 
this rent'* at ab^ut thia Sfuac time oaoh mmilng* Ho sl«?o 

otatod that ̂ hen ̂ tartis^ ont with thia outf he tnotruotod 

Bm&cian Martin to riao on top of tho dars* 
Brak*na:n t̂etyr stated tbat ntion the ont of oar» start­

ed from th** lowor ynrd it® got on a li*rgo otoel hopper onrt 

whioh was tbo slxfch a«r from th© hoad ondU While tb# out woo 

on tbo straight track he could ae© the cntline of th© forn of 
the con-;i'iofcar, but did not anything- of him after th® cut 
had onfcerod tfe® first m>it$H* Ap^ro&obin® th© poin* of acci­
dent ha flitting on th© 0640 of th® oar with his feet on th© 
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braK© stop, and was watohia# for a switohmaa stationed near 
ths track» intending to shout aonto instructions to Mm r©I&~ 
tiro to his dinner huo&st, when he heard one hlsst of s 
ĥistlo* He loolrod in bofch directions* and seeing notM&g 
gave on© vrav© of his lantern and ju&pod off* Be stated that 
ho realizes ho should have been on top of a box our in a po­
sition whore he soul d -50 r# readily hs?e obserrod aad trans­
mitted signals. 

Brskenuu Kersa stated that ̂ hen the out started h© 
was on top of the bos oar ihe&& of the engine* Be saw Con­
ductor WeitaiEann'a light nntil the cut started through the 
ŝ itoh, whea it dlsa seared cround b*m curve behind the 
£l os on th© storage trmofc* Ho did sot see any other light 
between th© point u&ere he stood >im4 the conductor on the 
IcsdiE^ car* He altf no-& se.* set ato-s signal given and th® 
first IfttiKatioTj he recoiTTfid 01* -n accident usafs vhea he heerd 
the blast of th© eiwfiue whistlo, iuredlately followed by tha 
col]ieioru 

Esiginoran Poole ibr fc*M tLS -»hcn the cut of cars 
started ha bed a view of 1 t T'lta oa the leading oa until 
thev took the switch mj '-f*1 hi-1-if 11 by the m&gtm® on the 
storage tmotea. As sorn t;> n,f? li&hts disappeared he closed 
hie throttle and W R B drift ir> • along at a speed of two or three 
jaili@T hour "tft&n he. V̂r" *n^ino on on adjoining truelc 
whistle for brakes. Be >< f̂nvtr̂  to apply his brc&cs when 
th& collision occurred. "?> <ht at atari that after closing 
the throttle hi? train ir*"-̂i b̂nut four car lessgths before 
th© collision ooourr^a, md that he did aot receive ausy stop 
signal fros any of the -ambers of hia crew* 



Tula bccldimz was atuiaod by th© failure uf the 
members of a o*?lGCbi&& craw properly to tra&eislt signals to 
the cn̂ inccKin as a cut af eeirs b^iag pushed through yard lisa-
itO| for which Conductor WoiiH&ann tn rooponlf&bio* ftasoral Rule 
527, dofining th® duties of conductors, recast 

"They ©TO responsible for tbo saove&ent, safety 
end proper car® of their traise, and for tho ittgi-
lonoo asd conduct of tho man employed thereon end 
mot report any i^ioeondnot or neglect ef duty** 

Conductor ttcltazasn know tho coBditian® sjidar which thio novo* 
stent *mp to b«* rade, an& usd>r this rolo ho should hav© I K * 

anrod the oafoty of hia tmin by 00 inotrnoting and placing 
his bi*a&©£3@n that signals ceroid: h&rc been promptly transmitted 
to the ©nginoBjfifi. BrakflKan Boby wa® in a poaltlon rrher© he 
could sot the signal «*ben soot noodod, and Bra&eoan Martin 
V&B Sewn botweon th® oars inhere ho could neither &©G nor Q I T O 

a el$n?l, cad Conductor W^itaaann ohenld hn#® &nov?» this* 
If tijr physical conditions were unfaTOrriblo to r.oho 

this Keve with safety, Uondtactcr Weinssaim should have instruct-
ad on® of hits ren to prooood ahead of th© train to aomzrs that 
the tract: w s slecr. With a cut aemsistlng of on! 7 fourteen 
ears, and rannod by ©n^iaosart, a fireman, a conductor aad 
four trainman* there ia m ©scue© for tho ooourronc© of an 
accident such as thia. 

A proper realisation of their responsibilities on 
tho ,«rt of Brtkesion Bob/ and Martin, «wnld here required tlimt 
tlwy station theasolToo on tha top cf their train la a poli­
tics f̂cors' th**y oc«l\ both r<n£ tr?»«srit .«igtt*la» la all 
probability the 3entfc at Brci-c*san Eartin can ha attributed to 
the ^caitios rhieh h© occupied at th® timo cf tfo& oooldejit* 



Conductor Woitsnami entered tbo ©csploy of tbo Nsr-
talk and Woatorn Bailwsy in July, 1911, oo yard brafcĉ an, and 

pro&otsd fto yard conductor in Harah, 1514, and ell of his 

©&rrie© boins in th@ $&®mk& yard. 
Bra&eram Martin cntarod th® ^taplcy of the Norfolk 

^estom Bailey as yard braioraan is Uoonolc^ Yard lit October 
1011. 

SraJcessa Soby had ^een in the anpLoy & f the Iforf clft 
A "fostom about cne nor.tr., during ^hich tin© ho had vsorkod 
tat olovsB dctyr» His >r«fious ^rdlroad esc^orioaoc oonaiotod 
of ohout on© itonth &B brairensn on the Okofls&oatea & Ohio 
^ailroa4* 

?h® or^? of online 60n had b©«n on duty 10 hours aid 
,33 sdautae, anl the ore*? of or^ino 9 houro and SO silTotoa 
at th© tiiso 5ho ac3il?nt ^Cvmr^^l* 
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