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M s s m d am the Iforfoik * 1*wst*rm 
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Amguet a t , 191?. 

On August i , 1917, there wa* a ham*.*** **lliatam 
aaaaaea two freight traiaa aa aaa iferfalk & Weatera tall* 
war aaar nlppoa, ¥* V**, whioh resulted la th* death of 
twa *a$l*ye** ami th* injury of five *sgpl©y#es# After la* 
vestlgatloa of this aoeideat the Oliief of th* vision of 
Safety submit* th* fallowing report! 

fhi* eeeldent o*aarr*t oa that part af th* Sheae&doeb 
Slvlslom af tbia railway vhieh exteao* between a&*naadeaht 

? * » , aad Sa^*rata*af HO*, a distance of 106.7 au la* . Tbie 
1* a single traek 11a*. oa which traia »*em*ai* are gov-
•mod ay tlmo-table aad traia order*, atiapl*meatei hy a 
%*aa*l bl ck *t#tel ayatem wfelab provide* «a sheolate block 
far »aeaaagar traiaa amd * peralaalw* bioak for fallowing 
maWwmemt* aaiy of fraight train** northbound traima or* 

Iferthbouad freight train M Ho* ta, eonaietlai of df 
loaded ©era, 1 empty oar and a aataaae* hamlet hy loaoantlwa* 
AOS and dal, mm in ..oh*rg« of Coaduotor Kit* and Eagiae^aa 
gnbthmw* sal Settles, Thin train left «Nman4#«h at f»M 
P* nt.# July Slei , am route to Sefemtownf i t fa##ed Front 
Boyal# ? * . , ***f nil** aorth of thenaadoeh, at l « t l a* m«. 

1st, wh*r* a copy of train order lo* ? , reading a* 

•lot m moot art On at l.ay*y inateam af 
Stanley* tad 03 neat Sad »# et Aahby instead 
of front iayni amd moat 3rd 08 at Beatonvill* 
inatamd af l«ymy. 3rd 00 bah* aiding at man* 
toawill** 5rd S3 aaet m i ^ s t lti, 4 on mad 3rd 
fa at A*bby#» 

Train Id So. f@ # inatead at tmitlag et ftlppon, passed that 
fine* at S.iS a* m*» ami at a poiat shout f,6S0 feet north 
af Sippam atetion i t aolUaod with train U mo. US whil* 
traveling at * ap**d of 10 ml le* *m hoar* 

momthhammd freight *j*ta 3d So. eS aonelatad of 1* 
loaned osre, f& amply m a and a e*boo*ef hauled hy loeomm 

amparlor to train* of the 
Uoa* 

alee* in th* oppoaite dire** 



at 11.S9 p* a*, July Slat, and at SiHttandeeli lunation, 
10«« alia* from Plpjen, reeelwed traia order Mo. f * trela 
Sd He* 88 van troweling at a stead at i i sties as hour when 
It eellided wita train td m« **• 

taa ate tloa at Sippea la leested an tae east alee ef 
the t »*k | irraeeedlag riort^^rd therefrom tbe trunk la taa* 
gent for a distance ef about 300 feet, followed hj a ^-degree 
mrm te tae right £»»S0 feet in length* fh* collision 
eeeurred on tbia amrre, at a point t0§ feet from Ita aortfeera 
and* Mortfev&rd from tbe earwe tbere mm SS§ feet ef tangent 
traak, followed by a S-degree curt* to tbe left , 1,100 feet 
to length, fba paint of eel Union **• oa a f i l l of about aix 
feet, and oa a slight grade naeending nortbwtrd* At that 
paint there wmm mm large oak t r ees oaths inside of th* 
enrwat aaa ea e»eb side of the mouth of a culvert, they be* 
lag loeated abont SO feet from the east rail of tha traak, 
aad the wiew of tbe engi&aaaa of the ap^roaehlng treima waa 
thereby obstructed, fhere 1* a lasg aiding at Slp êm, ea tba 
ea»t aide af the mm$m traok* amd a oreassower ****** leading 
tbareta i s leaated about too feet south of the station* 
fa* fart of the aiding mmtk of t h i s emaaewer is mmm a* 
a peaslog siding, and that mmm. af the mmmmmt i* used 
aa a at̂ Uom eldiag, fae weather at tbe alms of aeeldent 
wa* clear* 

fhe engines Md their forward end* forced ia end eua-
talced eoiclderabl* dssige, but they were not derailed* fhe 
taader of tha second leeesetlw* ea train m io* m$ together 
with tbe first enr in tbe train, waa thrown town tbe embank* 
sseat en tae mm aide of tbe traok* la addition* shout five 
eara in m®h train mm damaged, but a l l remiaem ea the road­
bed* tarn two fireman of tasaia m So. W mm atlled ia th* 
collision. 

Oo&dueter Kite, of traia £d Ho. 93, stated tbat as h i* 
caboose j»s«ed Fro4t ipymi the operator headed order So* f te 
the fla^eem^ ate $* turn &«ded i t te Mm* Se said tbat wbaa 
ala train was epproaehlag *lp#ea he went out on tbe rear plat­
form of tbe echsow* amd waa prepared to regietor with traia 
3d i©» BS; be noticed, boater* that feat train mt not on 
the aiding* and re»rked te the fl**?mm tb*t b i s train waa 
net going to stop, the speed beta* about I t milea an hour* 
a* stated that be vm into the eebeeaa and* without iookiag 
at the gauge* applied the eir breisee la emargenoy by opea-
lag the oemduetor** reive* bat th«t ue did net gat emergeaey 
action and that there waa little reduotles m speed uatll 
Just before the eellislon occurred* Me stated that b i s idem 
of tb* reason far bis af plies tloa of the brakes falling to 
have mm dealred offeat was tbat the englneiaa bad th* brake* 
applied approaching Imppon and them released team* eemama* 
tar Kite atatad that be bad ssde quite a number of trl. * with 



Ifettbawm* mm known mm- pmmmmX^ abeam is gmm# 
mmm$Mmm& hla « wety mfm mm* Th* statement of Samdu* 
Sl te # eemeemiag hiss application of the a****** w« 

ted by t e a r Sr^kemiia Stottabagt**1* who w e riding m mm 

m* mjmmmm^im^m^mi * & * l # f t 4 i e * ia*o»tiv* am train M Sa* aa* atated that he had b*en sa aa#a*i»a aa t&ia raii-
way far f years , ©11 af «hlsh tiaa was apeat aa the district 
aat^aaa BhrnmnZonh mad mmê rn***** S# atated t&**i aa tbia 
trip* m him traia pa«e#d Front l oya l* order aa* f w a headad 
aa to hla firawia* who r®m i t aad them maided i t ta him, aad 
that ho htsasalf r*ad aad understood i t . l a aaid thet whom 
hla trelm pmrntsA Soy*** 12*4 ad lee mmm of Plp.en, he e t i l l 
ha* im miad the mmwt with traia M So* m9 ?<revided hy traia 
order l a* T* laglaasscm Matthews stated, h***w*r* that ™*wm 
approaching Wtpmm statloa ha n&& forgotten trela M Ho* 88; 
that ha aaw thet taa aemaphara af tha block slgn-,1 mm la th* 
atom poaitl^i and that h* t*l** aoandod eroaeiag signal* amd 
ib*m whistled for tha bleak* vh*r*upam th* ope»tar haat*st*A 
fram tb* parch lata tha statloa amd cleared tbe signal, tele 
beiag mm when hla locomotive ms a ia* or tea e*r length* 
eowth at tb* etetica* Se tbea r*leased fee t rain brab*®, feat 
&*pt hi* engine brake applied aatil %mm% tarn car length* 
bayasd the station, be ma aot working mmm mm passing tb* 
station; amd did aot look back after having ^jaed tbe a l g a a l , 
Baglamaem Bet the** atated that after paaaimg ta* *t*tloa a* 
beard tb* tarafeemaa mm fireman smalt o* traia 3d l o * mt bat 
did net know what thay said abomt It* end About tb* aam* tin* 
m mm th* headlight of that tr*in aat may* than ibre* gagaa* 

l« ®** i*m$tB* 41****** h i* view having b*em obatmcted by a b*» ™ 
iy*# oa the iiiafd* of tb* *ar**i th* af*#n of tba t ra in waa 
abomt 10 all** aa boar when tbo eolUaloa occurred* I * also 
aaid tbat at simmmmdaah amd ap to the point of colliatam, 
10 orders aad a aeaeag* were re**iv*a* ami that order io* f 
am* th* only order not executed at th* time h i* t ra in reach** 
alpnaa* a* alma atet*d that tb* accidaat waa due to tb* 
fact tbat b* awerlaoked train. 3d Jto* ©$ and that the operator 
at tippoa gov* him a clear bloak signal. Re acid that h i* 
ee&im* mm *ff§ipf*d with m a l l headlight end faet i t mm 
burning wbaa approaching tb* poiat of eeeldemt* lagin, 
Matthew* s tated that, while h* aid aot look a t h i* a i r 
b* thought b* -mm a reda*tl#m o f about £0 pound* e;-p» 
Mffoas and that a f t e r b* had pieced hie brake vaiv* ia tb* 
fuil-r«leaa* position* with tb* air pump* operating a t f a l l 
ampacity* i t would have beam possible for tm* conductor to 
mmk* am *m**g*may appl icat ion from tb* caboose without there 
being sufficient effect far Mm ta notle* i t a t tb* bead *ad 
of th* train* 

Battles, of the aeaoaA loeoseoiive on train 



M So,. eg, stated that the tieed feyattemsa aamga* order S O . ? 
at Promt ieyel, ^«*4 i* «i« nremn* em* tben Handed I t 
to fcimf and that BO understood i t . Approssbiag Blpfea be was 
firing* BEASRSSE OF 'Taring m laaapert eased fireman. He board 
tba **FIM«SSS OF tba leeliag leeomotive walstling far tba 
signal, aad whaa paaalag tba st&tioa ha thought ^reea^LJR aa 
ordar ma headed up, bat oa looking book be did aot AEE tbe 
e^ermter BE#LD# tb* trala* &* ATE tea, bowerer, tbsi at that 
ti** be did aatiee v*at tba southbound aigaal ma, RED amd 
the ORDER heard die?? eyed, aaa then got aa oa the right aide 
ef tbe eagiae TE notify tbe eaglaesaaa oa the leading leeeme* 
t i re . Ha tbaa SAW tb* beadllgbi OF tr-tin 8d So. 89 AF»prone&iagt 

10 OR IS ear lengths dl*t&3T, tetadiately yr**R«D BLA sngiae, 
opened tbe bbrettle wide, aad Reaped from THE SAG lite. lagiae~ 
mam Settle* STATED taat after tbe eel LI atom lagir.em£& Matthew* 
asked bis&t *tM WE bare a "^eet OA that sum at flippost* to 
wblab be replied t!t*t they nod* So also said the mglnmrn. of 
the leading looomotiwe ON tbe other tr*ta as.;,*ad **wHst ia tba 
world* tbey were del::* tHere* sad be resiled tbat BE *dld aot 
KNOW,* AND that they *bad run ny#* 

Heed Ryâ e*?** arl«®£er» of tr^ia 1*5 ma* te.stated that 
when passing ftlppea be warn on me left aide of the leading 
engine amd did not SEE the semaphore eiea*i ; m€ WHEN be re* 
allied tbat THE train mm aot geimt/ to stop BO thought ,>oaei*> 
BLY taa ametiag paint bed beaa ensjiged and tfie OPERATOR wa* 
firing a praam** signal* Se then got out OF tba and AA^aft 
the firemen if they had resetred any orders and wns told that 

had aot, wbereu^OA HA laetrueted the FIYAASN to te l l tbe 
•AAA tbat t:.*y WERE TO ueet © tr-ia there* the Areaant 
the EIII£NAM£LF then EARN* BOOK AND TOLD him tiiat tba em-

einaa«n said KE »DID NOT t%sm tajtbiag ON train Si ne* 8S»* 
Brekemaa Orlmaley stated that be t&ea atrted to go EVER te 
:erasaally ta l l tbe esgiaeis&s, bat tria Sd me* 63 wee vitbla 
three or four ear lengths and be Japped. Ea tbou§bt the speed 
at tbat time mm eat**** i t END I I nil©* aa hear* that tba 
brake* bad been applied for ao ê DIAT^nea and tbat both e^ginea 
were working steam when ba Japped. 

•tnglremna ttlliemao% of taa leading LEAOEOTIWE ON trela 
Sd L E * £8* STATED that order TO* f wm roe* 1 red AT ^aamdeah 
sanation; tbat wbaa be flrat saw trela Sd So, W i t me fram 
three to fire engine length* dlatnati tbat bis train waa drift­
ing, at A speed ef IS or Id mile* aa hour, when BE aaw eperka 
rising from tha amakaataeka EF tae engines EM train Id So* 
mf m mix mm mm tawtdlignt* and that be then applied ta* 
brttkae la EMERGENEY and Imped OFF. 



GMTFR&TOR Shea**, ©f MM M So. aa* atat*d that 
after th* aewidea* a* **lkn* with MM op**** tar at tlapem* who 
told him that traia sd fta, *S approached his *tetlom spite rapid­
ly , aad, ihlmmiag taat rrabably tha meeting p*iat had aaem 
changed ta fhaylea-t^am* S.d ail** north, he gar* taat traia 
* elear algaal* 

%crater ®*lrr*m, at Mfpsm, abated that he weat m 
duty at aidnigbt. Ma trick being from ai«ti«*t to S*0© a* a* 
aad ta* f irst order a* raoaired after gmi»g aa duty ma order 
Ho* f # at ftf B? a. a* S* aaid that whea train £d lo* 38 ap~ 
praaahad hi* atatiom the aar^homad tmia order hoard me aot 
dieplayod* aat th* block algaal ma la tha atop pmaitiaa, 8* 
mmm* that b* want outside tm* offle* amd n»t©!i*a the traia 
approach, expectlag It to Atop jast south af tho mmmmm 
awl tab, hat whan i t aam* mm th* offla* tho *w«la*asa. whistled 
far th* algaal amd ho eKamged i t ta clear* thlakiag far tha 
ammoa* that paaeibly the si©wmla# point haft bean changed* Be 
stated thai am aaaaad thought ha realised tbat If th* dl*pat~ 
char had *iiamg*d th* isaetimg poiat It waa nevertheless hi* 
duty to hold traia Id So* 98 -aatil ho reaoivad aa oraer to 
that effect, a* thea set th* signal hack im the stop posltloa, 
amd «*mt oat with a red lamt#rm aad wared i t , hat cggayoistiy 
aa naiia* mm taken af i t hy eambara af th* crew* M aaid 
that h* had aewer trwwloamly allowed a traia to pace la thl* 
ssaaaer, hat that m similar ooadltloaa bed ewer srisem, th* 
eoathbouad traia* Isavieg alwcys ariivad f irat . Operator 0*Eryaa 
eta ted that i f he &4 - aa the aorthtsoaad traia order hoard *$#* 
plrny*** that would f.ev* interlocked tmm alack eigaal, yrwvaaa* 
lag film fram aMagiat th* joeitioa of tbe algaal »lthoat firmt 
eliamglat tho train order ***r*s ba* that ha did aat display MM 
mmm* MM that th* ooaaaotor would aot to walk forward the 
fal l length of the traia, expeetiag to receive ea order, whom 
m had aaa* far aim* S* aaid that a* had aot farfotbem train 
otd*r la* and that h* Bad th* southbound" train criar hoard 
aia^laymd and ham a aapy of ardor la* t amd a eienreme* card 
ready to deliver to th* araw af train 3d So* i $ # wmiem traim 
b* empaatad to reach there first* am ateted that b* was* g0 
ymar* af ««*, had b**m am operator on th* Ihamadoam Division 
•ma* Jtesmab If, lain, and feed boom at Flp *a cine* ao-ro^bor 
S, i f 1** M mmm that on tm* day before th* accident fe* want 
to h«d at il;O0 a. a*, hat b*o*u** of th* ot weather ha ema 
aa%h**mo sleep sera them thre* hours, or nubll £*@0 p* a*$ a* 
admitted h* fait al*epy after going am daty* hat eteted that 
it* did aat fal l aaiean* 

fata emaldaab WM& caaeed ay train M Bo* t® failiag 
ta wait at lippaa, aa required hy traia order am* f, for which 
laminamam liatthaw* waa primrlly responsible* 



eoatrSbutlag to th* aaeidamt wa# tho notion o t 
operator QtBiyaa to eleeriafg th* block sl^acl to perMb 
brain id Ho* W to pas* hi* station, EotolthiitfiiMin* tact 
b* ha* * espy of ©rdwr lo* f ia him po«ao**iaas ale© him 
failure to display th* aarthbonad traia order ctaa*!* a* 
required by tax* m ~ b . So* Operator ••Bryan properly 
performed hi* duty, there i* a* reason to b*ii«r* tbat tbia 
aoei&cat would bar* ooca red. 

Eule ££l-fe |.iovidaa aa fallow** 

"Operators saTlag order* fay a traia, ar a 
*m*41a order, anal display th* traia order 
algae! supplementary to hloftk signal* thl* 
algaal saab aot be reaavad aatil a l l order* 
mm mm doilwered* a e * • 

laaia*aaa Xatthew* mm aaplayad by tbia raiiwy a* 
flraoaa aa taa* £* 1993, oae roaotad te eagiaeaaa October a, 
i W , aad for tb* pariol from May 1, iai2* to Hay 1, l i l t , 
bin record aaa clear* Oaarataa- w*Iryaa mm employe* a* a ware* 
h#u**«em lowesfeer IO, lais , aad aaa promote* ta operetor aagnmt 
1$, 1915. l i e r**ara for th* year *mdlag Hey l t 1917, wa* cl*mr* 

at th* tia* of aoeidoat th* crew of traia U So* aa 
had beea am duty 9 boars 5 sdautes, aad the crew of t**im M 
So* a s had b«ea oa duty 4 boara SS alma**** 


