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In re investigation of an sccident whioh
socurred on the Horfolk & ¥Yestern
Bailwey peay Riprem, ¥, Ve., on

dugust 23, 1917,

On August 1, 1917, there ves u besd-end collislon
botweed two Trelsht trelins on the Horfolk & Yestern Halle
way vear Bipvon, ¥. Ve., whieh resulted in the desth of
twn amplovees aud the injury of five enployess, After ife
vestigetion of this noeident the Chief of ithe Uivision of
Bafety subnits the following reports

Tsis scoldent csourred on that pert of the Sheusndosd
Division of this relleay wbieh sxtends hetween Shenanfoel
Yo., snd Hugerstomn, 8., & 4istance of 106.7 miles. Thie
is & siungle traek ﬂun, on whish trein moveneuts are goOve
arned tise-table ond trein opders, supplemsated Dy e
zamael bDlosk signel system whioh Pprovides sn sdheolute bluok
for passenger traias end a peyeissive Bloek Tor Tollowlng
novesssts only of freignt treiss. HNorthbound treine ere
:x:ym;r to trauins of the sape clazss i the opposite direes

Oft.

Hortshound freight train 22 No. 98, consisting of 47
toaded osys, 1 empty cer saf & osicose, hsuled by lodomotives
488 snd 481, wez in _oharge of Conduotor Elts snd Paginesan
¥atthews w& Seottles, This trsin left Bhenasndoal at .50
e Maeg Suly 3lst, em route to erztowns 1t passed Froat
M% Te., 44.7"alles north of Snensadosh, st 1.2l 1. &,
dngust 1lst, where s eopy trein order ¥o. 7, resd &8
follows, was received:

®1st 82 mest Srd 908 st Lurey instesd of
Btanley. 2nd 83 peet fnd 98 at Aszhby instesd
of Front Roral end meet 3pé U8 at Pentonville
{nstesd of larasy. 3rd 96 tske aiding =t Bane
sonviile. 5Srd &2 wmeet End 96 ot Ripyon snd Spd
28 st Ashhy.*

Trein 34 Ho. 98, instead of mtln%&t Ripron, passed thet
plage at S5.25 s. =,, snd at & poiat about 2,650 Peet sorth
of Ripyon atation 14 eoliided with train 34 ¥o. 83 while
Sraveling &t s speed of 10 miles sn Bour.

Southbound Treight train 34 Ho, 23 consiasted of 18
loeded ouras, 85 empty o2 & wnd & wm&a?:mut 1o00R0D-
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at 11,59 Pe Hsy M ﬁﬁ. aisd ot Enenmndosh Junetion,

10.8 miles from Ripoon, reseived train order Ho, 7. Train
3 Ho. 88 wen m'rsﬁng st & sresd of 18 ziles sm houy when
it onllided with tyrein £4 Re, 98,

The atation st Ripron 1s loosted on the eazt side of
the trask] rrocesding northwerd thersfrom the treok 12 fabe
gout for 2 distance of about 300 Test, followed by & Zedegroe
surve to the rizht £,680 feot in lengih. The enllision
seourred on thls curve; &t 8 polnt 208 rest from its sorthem
- o,  Boythwerd from the curve there are 354 foet of tangent
tyeek, followed by & Sedegree curve 0 the left, 1,100 fest
in leagth, The point of collision wms on 2 £11]1 of sbout six
Teet, e2é on ¢ slight grade nascendling northwerd. At that
point there vere two large oak trves onthe inside of the
Surve, oo an oush side of the mouth of a sulwverl, they be~
& losstad adout 20 fest from the east rall of the treck,
the view of the engloemen of the ap;roschisg trsians was
therely cbstructed. There is & long siding st Eipron, on the
esst 8ide of the =ain treck, snd s osrossover switoh leeding
Sheretd 1o looated ehoul 305 Peet south of the atation,
The part of the alding south of this gsrcsizover is used as
& paasiag stw that north of the srossover is used
utiﬂwﬂ.ﬂr ™o weathey at the time of accldent
WAE CLGET.

The engines ned tualy forwsrd ends foroed lo and suse
taloed soncidersbly damsge, hut they were not dorsiled. The
tondey of the seeond locomotive on trels 24 Ho, 98, togethey
with the first ear in the train, wms thrown 40ws the embenk.
prent on the ecst side of the trsek. In sddition, adbout Five
sarg in aazh traln ware damsged, ut all renained on the rosd-
h&lﬁi a’i&m two firesen of train 24 %o. 90 were killed in the
o0 Otk

Conductor Kite, of tyrain 24 Ho. 94, stated thet s his
eaboose passed Prout 1 the ratar handed order He, 7 @
the flagmean, Who o turn heanded 1t to hin, Hs ssid thst when
bis trein was spproschisg Pipron he went out off the resr plabe
form of tho ocohoose, end wes nropared o regleler with traia
i No, 83; he noticed, howower, thed that Lrelx sme sob om
the Biding, and remarked t¢ the flzgoan that hls train wue
aot go to stop, the sprecd heisg absout 18 miles an houy,

He ate that he ram inte the ssboose and, without lookisg
et the gauge, eppliied the efir brekes 1o esergesoy by Opelie
ing the conduetor®s velve; tut thet Le 414 2ot get exergeney
aation and thet there was little reduction in speed untild

Just before the sollision cocourred. s oteted that hle ides
of the resson for bis apuiisation of the btrsies Palling to
have the desired offect wes thet the engiveusn had the braies
applied WW&W Efppon and then relessed them. Conduds
tor Eite stated thet he had =ade guite & nusmber of tri; s with
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enan Maitthews, hud known him ;srsonally sbout 18 yesrs,

sssidered him & vary sufe zan, The stetasent of G
tor ite, oonserning bLis spplliesticm of the drakes, was 6OrTOb-
axﬁﬁbyﬁm Breienen Blon s who =ms riding on thke
SERCOLB S

Enginesan NMetthews, of the leading loeomotive on treian
24 Ho. 98, stated thet he hed besu sn englnescn on this rsile
wiy for ¢ yesrs, sll of which tipe was spent on the distriet
batwesn Bhenandosh and Hegerstoen. He steted that on thia
trig, as his tyuin pmzsed Froant Noysl, onder 5Ed. ¥ wss handed
up %o hls firemsn, who reed 1t snd then hended it 0 hniam, sud
thst ke hinself rosd snd understond 1%, EBEe s2id that when
ble trsin pessed Boyee, 12.4 miles south of Hipoonm, be still
had iz mind the meet with trein 34 No. 53, rrevided by trainm
ordey Ho. 7. Inginexsn Hatihews steled, hovever, that when
sporosohing Bippon stetion he nad forgoltisn train 34 Ro. 63
that he ssy Shat the semsphors of the bloek siznsl »es im the
stop position; snd thet he twise scunded orossiang signals sad
tzen wiistled far the blosk, whersupon the operstor hestened
from the peroh fato the stetion snd clezred the alignsl, this
be: done when his looomotive wwma nine or Yen sty lengthe
south of %he ststlion. He then relesccd the tralm brakes, but
Zoyt Lis englae brake spplied until :=bout tem say lengihs
beyoud the stztiaon; he was not working stecm whem pesalng the
station; end 414 not lovk dack after havisg “siszed the signsl,
Bnginesgn Hattuews stuted they afier pessing the stsiion he
heard Lthe brevemen snd firessn meaniisng tyain 34 Eo. 58, Wt
414 unot inow what $hey sa2ié about 1t, snd about the ceme time
e Baw the headliight of thet train oot oore than three
lengths dlstent, hiz wier taving been obstructed Ly = Lig osk
tyee on the izside of the curve; the spesd of the trzin was
about 10 miles mm hour when the oollision ooourrsd, He slise
s2id that et Shemendosh and up to the zoint of colllision,
10 orders snd & msasage were roosived, end that order Ho. 7
was the only order not axecuted at Lthe time his trsis resched
Bippon. He siso stetled thet the secident wss &ue to the
T2o% that Lo overlooked train 34 Ho, 23 aud that the opersior
&b Blppon geve him s clesr Blosk signel. He ssid that his
angine was egulipred with en oil headlight and that 1t ves
when sppyoaching the point of seoident. Englneman

NHatthews stated that, vhile he 814 not lpok st his siy gauge,
he Shought he made & redustion of shout 20 sounds & prod

; Bod thet cfter he had plased his breke valve in the
full-yolesse position, with the aly punps operstiag at faull
sepasity, it would have been possibtie for the condustur to
HekXe sh suergancy a:plicsetion from the eeboose without there
& méﬁ;imﬁ effeot for uiam e notiee 1t et the heed end

: 3

Engivesan Setties, of the scoond looczotive on trais



—dim

28 So. 58, staled that ¢the nhead nryakeman eaught oréder Wo., ¥

at Front Rorsl, resd 1% with his fironean, sad thel handed %
to hin; sod thed he understood 5t. Approashlag Rippon he was
firing, becsuze of aving su inerzorioneed Tiressn. Hs heard
the enzlinessn of the 1 g losomotive whistling for the
sigael, end vhem pessing the staiiom he thought rokally sa
order weos handed up, bat on looking beok he €14 not see the
oveTalor beside the trein., He stated, nowersr, thss at that
tize he 414 zotice thet the southibhound aiznal #=us red and

the order bosard 4lsplaved, and thex ot ur on the rizht side
of e engine to notlfy the saglisemsn on the lesding looomow
tive. He then zev the headlight »f train 34 B3, 898 apzrosching,
10 or 15 esr lengths &letuent, lumedistely rovaers=d his engine,
ppened the throcttle wide, end lunped from $he sugine. Enginew
man Settles ststed that after the sollision Bagiromen Metthows
acked bist "Pid we have & meel on that men at Rippon?® e
whish he reslisd that they “ad, He 2iso said the snpinemen of
the lesding locomotive on the oihar trzin essed "t in the
world® they wers ﬁaiz%vwm. snd he replled that be 418 not
know,” end thal they %nad rum bv,%

Heed Brare~nanr Grissler, of train 2 B8, 99,2tsted that
wheny paszing Rippon e was on the left side of the imtnc

fue and 414 not ase the semaphoye signel; and vhion he Tes
alized that the ty=in was not goinl to otoy ho thought ossie
Bly the neeting polint hed deen shndged zng o cperstor ws
23 s progeed signal, He them got oul of the ozb and asied
the firenan I1f they nad received any orders ond war told thad
they tad not, whereupon e instrueted the firerss to tell the
saginessn fhet th.or weve 10 ueedl & troinx there. The firesan
told the snginewst, Lhet sume haok and told him thet the ebe
sineman sald e *&id Bot huve saything on troin 34 Bo,. a8.%
pukenen Orimsiey ztatad thot he then ateted to oeer to
rerasnalily toll the esglnessn, bhut trin 34 Ro., 27 =zs withia
three or four ¢ar lengthis and he amped. Hs thought the zpesd
at that tine ves botwesn 10 ond 16 miles se bour, thet the
hvekes had beon arplied for scne 4!stanse and thal both ergines
were working stenm when he jusped.

Pegirennn Willicmson, of the lesading losomotive ou treln

3¢ No. 82, steted thet opder Ho. 7 was received =%
Janetlion; thet vihen he firet ssv trein 24 Jeo, 90 1% wee from
three to five sugine lengths 4iatens; thet hia trein was drift-

gy 2% & Bpeed of 18 or 16 miles an hour, whell he ssw sparks
ri fron the ssockestsoks of the engines on tyein 24 No.
28, es well as the headlizht, and thet he then syrlied the
trckes in ecergency anéd Jumped off,
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Condustor Thonss, of Weln 34 Ho. &8, statsd thad
after the secident he miu with the operetor st Rippon, who
told him thet train 54 Ho. 98 epproscied bis stetion quite Tepid-
1y, and, thinking thet rrodably the meeting polnt Lad bBeen

10 Charles-Town, 5.4 o8 zorth, he gave that tyein
& olear signal.

Operstoy O¥Orysn, at Rippon, stated thetl ke went on
Saty ot midnight, his trick being fram nidalght to 8.00 a. n.
and the Pirst order he reosived after golug on duty wes ordey
Ho. ¥, 8t 2387 e. B. He ssid thet when trsin 24 Ho. 98 ap-
Jronched hie station the northbonand tysin order board woe Dot
displayed, dut the blook sigmel was in the stop position. He
stated thet he went oulside the offise snd »atehed the trein
sporouch, expssbticg 1t to stop Just south of the ercgsover
switoh, but when it came nesr the offloe the erginenen whiskled
for the signal mnd bhe changed it %o ¢lear, thlnking Sor the
nosent that poesibly the —eebing polnt m& been changed. Be
statad that on seoond thought he realized that if the dlspat~
sheyr had ehanged the uzcoting roint it wes nevertheless his
duky to hold trein 24 Bo. 98 until he recelived s crier
that effeot. Be then set the signel beok 1s the stop position,
and went ount with = red lanters and waved 1%, hut spparen
00 nutioe wes taken of it by nembers of the crew. be said
thet he had never yreviocusly slilowsd 2 train to pess in this
zanner, btut thet 2o sinllear conditions hed ever arizen, the
scuthbound tysine haviog slweys arrived first, Opsrator O'Bryan
atated that if he 2ad -ad the northdound trsin order board die-
played, that would heve interiocked the bloek signal, rrevente
ing him from shenging the position of the sigua) witbhout first
ohanging the trsin order bosrd; but thet he 4ld not dleslsy the
bowrd, 80 thal the ccnduator would not have o welk fToreard the
full length of the trein, expesting to recelive sn oxder, wien
he had none for hix., Be said thst be hed not forgotiem trein
aprder o, 7, sod that be :ad the scuthbound trsin order boerd
dispiayed sud had & coyy of oder Ro. ¥ and & clearenge card
ready to d4eliver %o the arew of tyain 34 Ho, 83, whileb train
he expected to reachk there first. Be stated that be was 20
yaers of age, bad been sm opersiory on the Shenandoeh Division
sinee August 17, 1915, and hed beenm 5t Rip;em since Bovesbey
5, 1916. BHe said trat on the day defore the accident he went
to bad 8t 11;00 a. m., but decsuss of the ot weather he was
pustdbbe slesp rove then thres hours, oF untll £.00 p. 2.3 be
sdnitted ho felt zleepy after going om duty, bul staled that
he 414 2ot fell asliesp.

Thie wocident »as osuwed by tmin 24 No, 98 Teiling
to walt at Rippen, a8 reguired by treln order Ho. 7, for whieh
Enginenen Hutthews was prineyily respousible.
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Contyibuting to the asolident wes the cotion of
Oporstor OEBryan in clearing the blosk signsl to peruit
train 24 Ho. 98 to pase uls stutlion, motwithstanding that
s hed & of arder No. 7 in uils possession; slsc his
failure to display the northdound trein order sigosl, as
soguired by Eule 221-b. EHsd Operstor $'Bryen yroperly

his duty, thers ie no reasca t0 belleve thet thias
ascotdent would have oocu. red.

Rule ZZl-b :vovides a2 follows:

"Urerators having orders for a trein, or e
:idéle order, must uwig the trein order
signel suppleusutary to blosk sigaal, This
signal maat uot be removed until all orders
have beem delivered, * * * ®

nosmak Batthews wos saploved by thls rallusy as
Tiretusn on June 2, 1903, was romoted to engineasy October 6,
1007, end for the period from May 1, 1912, to ¥ay 1, 1017,
his reeord wes slear, Operstor O'Erran wae mmp BE B VATO~
housessl Hevember 10, 1913, and was promoted to cperstor August
17, 1918, His reeord for the vear ending Key 1, 1917, wss clesr.

Ak the $izs of socident the crew of trein 24 Ho. 98
hed been ob duty 8 bours § sminutes, and the erew of train X
Bo, 83 had been on duty 4 hours 58 sinutes,



