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In re iaveotigotion of sn accident which cccurred
ummsmwﬁmm
nati, 0.y on Femucry 50, .

On January 20, 1917, there vas & devallment of @8
wmtmmummtmwmmn&m
iway neey Ginelnnest, 0., wiloch yesulted in the destd of

the suglaeman and iajury tc the gonduetor, firezan and two
bysksnen. After investigstion of thla aseident the Uhief
of the Piviston of Sefety subaith the following roport.

- Thais sccidmmt ogourred upon ¢ Belt Line used by
e Horfolk & Vestern a5 & delivery trsok Letween
Tdleowild, 0, and I By Uey & distance of 3.0 allen,.
Thie delt line is a single-track yellyosd, train coveaents
being roteoted & zanusl blsek system under the direstion
of the operators losutad &t Idlewild and Ivorydale, Comammis
ostion is By means of the telephone snd following movessnts -~
sre permitted, }

On this trmak eye & number of industrics, one of whish
is & ocoal yuard loceted at the point where the Belt Liae
oE8es ovey s street, the trasks a2t this polns delng elevatad
shove the strest, Near Shis poiut lesding off from the zain
track to the sast, 1s looated & stud 3358 fest
sbout 150 feet of which 12 on & trestle i2 known es

i3 & d-degree $I5 fest in followsd by a plews
amtmxk fors 1n % Syuek is
iy level and the weathey at the of thae sccident was cieay,

The trein involved ia t:ils dernilsust ves sastbound
Hs & ¥, trensfer engine 791, csnsisting of 9 losded and 5 esply
onrs. It left Ivorydale ¥ 8% 11,18 e 8.4 in ahnrge of
Conduetor Linenid and Eng! 5 Kisere. The last

asoident aboud 11,30 e e sts 2kt he sas riding
e top m:ﬁ%ﬂﬂ‘:‘lﬂmﬁ@ﬁtm‘&



o

2ot notice the position of the switeh as the truin approechsd
it. The first he notioed s when the scgine jerked s it
was turniog into the tipple tPaek; he then shouted to the
mginesen that the switeh was open and about the ssme tinme
the englasemen mads an upplication of the air hrukes, He
steied that owing to the eonstruotion of the looomotive, be
sould not see the enginemen snd had 1o conversation with him,
Conduoter Kinceld stated further that there sas no stesm

to obeure his vision snd thought the speed of the trsin wew
about 18 %o 20 alles an hour.

Brakemen Craser stated that he ves riding obo the Tire.
zan?s sest imnedlately bLehind the conduotor snd 4id not obe
s2yve the poaition of the awiteh, The first intization he
bad that saything wes wrong wss when the conductor shouted
for him to Jump and at that time the engine wus heading inte
the stud treck, He otated thet in his opinion the speed of
the losomotive at the time it entered the switsh wes bLatween
50 end 40 niles en hour, av they bed only & short trainm and
mmamméaam.

Firenan Huxell stated that when approsching this swited
he was working ob his fire when some one shouted something
RCize Tas Sendios.fa ca She 1opis TEeek Sad Sred Stbes

wis o8 rao o
&ﬂmmwmt ke aammmmmmw*m
m&&aﬁwﬁhvamm‘mdﬁut&mmz it gave & rod
M%ﬂ 2

Beay Brakessn Jordon stated thet approsshing the place
of acelident he was riding in an emply ey on the rear end
Mmmum&&r&&margamggﬁm
looking = saw sgizne esding on  $ipp
fis stated that heo immedlately wwtit to the forward end of the
train and found that the awitoh  from the =aln trask
wes set for the tipple tyack. Mhe awi lock wes oyen snd

on a tis. There wes nothing wrong with the switeh
i a8 the poiate fitted perrfeetly. Brakeman Jordon
stated further that ks orvew had Deen over thls track three
tizes on the nmorning of the agoident, but thet they bed nob
used this switoh that day.

Oar Inspestor Kerkhoff, who has & sbenty locsted sbout
3 Teet weel of thls siding, witnesssd the sosident end

*ved the yosition of the switoh had
1% been open. He sald that after the souident he saw the
switeh look lying ou the hedbblock, b9t thet st mone of the



.

tizes shen bhe pusaed by the switeh wuld he ressll Maving
locked nt the look. Rs stated further thet he carries s
switeh keoy, bus thet hs 414 not opsn the switeh for any

purposs o the moruing of the accident =ad that alter the
sars hed dees ;ullasd awey bo tried out She switeh and the
g&mmmmﬂswmmmﬁﬁm

Sestion Foreman Celvia steted thet he arrived at the
soeus of the soccldant st about noco end found & part of the
teain standisg on the muin tyack snd pert on the siding.
After the train wes moved off of the swited, he xede a cure-
ful iaspeotion of both it and ibe switeh look snd found them
both in perfest ocondition. He stated that he 288 & colored
track walker oi this pless of track thet day end
that he considersd & reliable and competent msn, Hs was
surplied with & switoh key and that it wes hile duty %5 keep
&ll switohes olear of ztow sad Loe,

Colored Track Walker Oliver stated that ks lospsoted
this piecs of trask on the moratug of the acolident; that
kia duties wers to the treck, tizhten up nuts,
sweoesp snow from the tehes, snd cleen switch lanye, He
stated that he stopped om his westiard trip at the Sipcle
switeh at 8.00 a, 2. 30 oleal the switeoh lemp, tut that he
414 not use his key %W unlock the switoh for suy purposes Be
suted fuaPtiar that he 414 not observes whbther the switoh loek
was in the heap when ba wves cleaning the switsh lemp or
uathey 1% wan o the hsed-block where it was found
famedistely after ascident. Ho staled further that on
his return triz that while he 414 not stop at thls ewited
he 414 observe that it wma properly set for the =ain traek,

Emnerel Yardesuter Payns astated that e arrived at
the secene of the saoidout ot 11.45 s, =. and izcedistely
sede & pereonal examination for the pursope of determining
the cause of the ascident. He stated thal be found the
suitch open and latohed, showing s red indigetion. There
waa 80 evidense to indloats that the switeh had deen ™an
: as the points fittel perfectly. Yardnsaster Payue

furtier that the lest Sime tuis switoh hed been used
was sbout 3,00 p. =, o0 the previcus éay sud that no orew
had any oczasion toc use 1t sinee that time, At that tine s
switehing orew had plaoed & onr of ooel on the cosl tipplew
Thiz erew stated that they closed atid looked the switeh
o0 tirough using it and quite & ausber of treius passed
snd yepassed the svitch since that time. Yarduaster Fayne
steted that the switeh indication aould be sesn by = englne-
san e distanes of ebout 500 Test and by & firemn & dise
tanoe sbout 3500 feet, and rhat there wore RO Syeed Yee
striots axespt tO & sighway croszings under sontrol
and use rrecaulion in hendling trains over strest



il

This seoident was osused sone D &m%
facling awitoh leading from Belt Lins main

o the Coal Pipplie treck, In shat zanner snd by whom
this seiteh umay have besh opened is not known.

The switeh leading %o the Eurl CGoal Tiprple treck

of the target of this swilch is sbout 18 inohes above the
isvsl of the head-blook, The ryed dinde 13 about 18 x &

; It would seem o He a3 mush better and safer proctioe
- in She installetion of fasinz point switches, %0 pluse the

- switeh indlosticn on the side of the enginmnsl of the ape
rosahing tesin, end i3 this instanow on sostunt of the
ahort rangs of vision approzehing the ewiteh it i» obviouwe
it s syitohstand had bowm used In place of the dwar!
ane s & ook betiey opportunity have boes afTorded
mmmummmmmmm.mau
sible $het Lo would Have seen It In time to have Brought
%is trata to & stop and thus evert Wis dersilment,




