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In Re. Invoastigotion of an acoident whioh
ooourred on tha Norfolk & Westaern
fallway, ot Bluefleld, %W,Va,,
on January 26, 1916
L 123 L]

Maroh 24, 1516,

On January 26, 1914, thers was sn explosion of a
car losded with sowder in the oastbound olnaaifiontlon yard
of the Norfolkt & Weatern Hallwsy, at Bluefleld, ¥, Va.,
which resulted in injury to four employoes and property dame
age amounting to approximmtely £2,400.00.

In the yard where this sooidsat coourred cars are
switohed by gravity] the seals house at whioch point ocars are
dut off, 1s loected on the losd at the westarn snd of the yard,
The ncgident ocoourrsd on what iz known os troek Mo, 6, at s
point about 2,890 foet enst of the agale house,

On the day of the scoident, switoh engine No, 850
in charge of Assistant Yardmaster Feoolwine and ¥agineman
Evans, wna angaged in making up en sastbound tirain on tragk
No, 6, B81xteon onrs had heen dropped in om this track and
hnd aome to & sbop nesr its casbern ond., About %340 p. um.,
P,R.B, car 559041, of steel underfrane oconstruction, loaded
with 400 kegs of black powder, wms droppad in on the aseme track
and scunled to the slateen ears previously jplaced there. The
awiteh engine then want to the zoale yard snd wes placed on the
wopt ond of a sut of 44 oars, intending to push then eustward
paat the senle houne on the lead track, the first alx oars to
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be dropped on various trngks, the remaining I8 to be pluced
on traak No. 6 behind the 17 cars slyeedy there. This move
was belng made, tho first six oura having been disposed of,
when the tenth oy of the remaining 3% wap dlsaoversd to be
a bad order gar, which necemsaitated ita being sut oub, Av-
sordingly, the first nine esra, In charge of two broltemen,
were out off and ellowed to run down on track No. 8, The
brakeson were unablo to econtrol the spezd of these aenras, and
when within a few oar lengths of the gar of powder they got
off, The ears ocntinued to run, striking she agar of nowder
at & apoed eotinnkad o have been about 8 miles an hour,
grzuaing the powder to explodea.

The exploslon destroyed the body of the ear in
vhioch the powter was loaded, also the two head cora of the?
oars which oollided with 1t, Tweniy other sars and & "desnd™
looomotive, which were in the lumediate viocinlty, were ¢cne
aiderably dsmaged, The accident ocourred about 6355 p. m.
The weather ot the tire wus olaudy, and sbout 15 minutes
prior to the acoldent there had been a2 light ahower, whieh
resulted in a alippery rall,

Yard Brekemsn Ldexms atated thet he has been em-
ployed tn Bluefiald Tard sbous 27 yeara. Oa the nlght of the
scoident he wns hesd brakemsn on the nine gars which were gut
off and whiloh followsd the orr of powder on $rack No. 6. He

stated that the oarse ware strnding s81ll at the time thoy were

out off, and &% thet time the Urake on the leading car was asb.
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After the cars were out off he started baock and set the
brakes on the 3 followlng cars, when he came upon Brakeman
Harry on the top of the fifth car. The applleation of the
brakes was ineffeotlve, as the wheels were siiding. He then
got off, at that time belng ahout 2 oar lengths from the car
of powder, Brakeman Adams stated that on previous oocasions
he had ridden 17 oars down thls incline alone,

Yard Brekeman Harry stated that when the nlne cars
were cut off he got on the next to the last car and immed-
jately began to set the brakes. He succeeded in settling
the brakes on the 3 rear cars, but the brakes on the fourth
oar had a loose ratohet wheel and he could not get it to
hold, and thinking that he dild not have time to olimb down
from the ecar, he jumped from the roof to the ground and struock
the ground about the time the explosion ocourred.

Aspgistant Yardmaster Woolwine, who was in charge
of the switoh engine, stated that at the time the nine cars
were out off there were two men on them, and that under
ordinary conditions two hand brakes would hsve been suffi-
olent to properly control them. In switching cars in this
yard the usual practioe is to asseign one man to each seven
cars out off. Mr. Woolwlne stated that he is famillar with
the rules covering the handling of explosives, but that it

has been customary at Bluefield to drop from the scale house
gravity, either a car containing powder or a oar followlng.

He admits that the rules In thils reaspect have not been obeyed.
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Agent Hale, of Powder, W, Va,, stated that P.R.R.
ear 559061 was loaded at his station and wes forwarded at
3:30 p, #,, January 24th., He thoroughly inspected the oar
before leosding wes begun, #nd found it %o he in first-olass
condition., He was present during part of the time the car
was being loaded, and after the loading was completed he
inspected thes braging end staylng., In his opinion the
lading was seoured in such a manner that it could not have
boen disledged by any ordinsry shook, or unless the oar
wag turned over, Agent Hale stated that the oar was des-
tined for Kingspur, Fla., but, as he was unsble to secure
proper routing on the car at that time, he psrmitted it to
gc forward, expecting to obtain the rouvting before the car
left Bluefleld. He further stated that empty cara for
powder loading are brought to hei station from Bluefield,
at whioh point they are supposed to bhe thoroughly inspected
and passad upon as to thelr fitness for powder shipments.
He said that 1n the past ecars have been brought to his
station with bolte protrudloy, and draftand king bolts ex-
posed. Notwithstanding this, the easrs hed been pessed upon
at Bluefleld es belng sultable for powder shipments, and hed
bheen marked *0.K,®

Terminal Trainmaster .ellhany stated thet the car
of powder had been held in 3luelleld yard for %wo da;s,
awalting bdbilling Instructions. He hed seen the oar per-
sonally, and 1$ was properly placarded. He stated that,
to the heat of his knowledge, explosives had been handled
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in Bluerield yerd an elcenely {n compliance with the rulay
as waa posalble In o gravity yuard.
Fron statements of the osny inapeotorn, 1% appesrs

that it 18 oot oustomary to make inspections as %o the oome

dition of Brokes en tops of garaz, or of ruaning-boarvds, other

than inspeohions mede from the ground.

This aocldent was cauzed by a car, loaded with
powder, belng struck Ly other oars which wers belny awitohed
in & manner ocontrary o the rules, for whioch Asslstant Yerpie
mostexr Woolwine 1s responsible,

Rule No. 1689, of the "Regulatlions for the Trsnhge
portution of Explosives and Other Dangerous Artielss,® prands
in part a8 follows;

"They nmust be coupled earofully and all un~

Dot bo Gut OFT and ailoved 36 stiike 8 oer sene

talining exploslvas.”
Assistant Terdmester Woolwlne was faniliar with this rule.
He knww that he wes handling 2 ear of gumpowdar, bubt, notw
withgtanding this, no apecial precssution woa taken to puard
agalnet sn acoldent such aa thls, and there apparently wosz
ne good peason why the rule should not have haen somplied
with in this instange. Tho investigatiom not only disclosed
that this rule wed not cbaoerved, but that the osar of powder
1teell wna dotached from the looomotive and persdttod to
run down the inecline, contrary to rule 1638, whieh resdst
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"When handling oars ocntaining explosives in

yards or on sidings, they must, 1if it 1s praetl-

cally posaible, be ocoupled to the engine, protect.

#d by a aar between, and they must asver be out

off while in motion.”
Not only were thesa rules viclated in this instance, but the
evidenoe indioatse that 1t 1s oustomary to handle cerz in
this manner.

The testimony of the agent at the point of origin
of this c¢ar indioates that cars, after belng ipspectsd, fre-
quently ocome to his stetion In a condition whioch renders
them unflt for powder loedlng, and that it hes been custonmary
for him to fill out the gertificate of inspection, a2 he was
unable to secure suoh a gertificate from Bluefield, the point
vhere the oars were inspeated.

The evidenos indigutes that the number of c¢ars aon-
taining explosives handled through this yard, varies from
two or three per week to ons or mors each day, and under such
gonditions 1t would seem that even an ordinary amount of
supervision would have detested such loose practices as ex-~
isted in this yard relative to the handling of such ahipments.

An inspection of the remaining seven ¢ars Of the cub
disclosed the faect thet the brake on one of them was not in
proper operating condition, :nd 1t is claimed by one of the
brakemen riding the oars that one brake was ineffective on

acogount of a looae ratchet wheel. If these oonditions ex-

isted, the use of these onrs was not in conformity with the
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Satety Appliamnoce Act, which reguires that: "“All cars must

be equipped with secure slll staps and efficlent hand-brakes.®
The safety of its employees and the general publie,

would seem to require that immediete mteps should be taken

to secure the proper observance of the Safety Appllance Actsa

end the Regulaticns for the transportation of Explosives

and Other Dangercus Artioles,
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