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IN RE INVRSTIOAZIOH OF A AQUID:N? WEIGX oacnnntn o THR
EOAFOLK & URSTERF RAIL#AY NRAR ADA, s Vhe, 08
AUGIST 88, 1938,

Joyeabex AL, 1P18,

On Avgust Bf, 1918, there wad & darsilnent of &
pigssenger t¥ain on Ahe Nerfolk & Veutern MW neey Adm, Ve Veo:
whish yesulted Sa the death of tw wunloysss wid the infury of
nine passsagers, 4w amployess snd thres sther ;ormoady . AfSer
ixvesatigation, she Ohief of the Burssu of Iafely reporis as
filowys

J

The Radfard Divigion of the sorfelk & Vesters Rall-

‘ w;r, wpen whieh thin nesident cenwrred, axtmis Vetwveen Rluesfisid,

Y ¥he and fisenokse, Vaa It o & deuble Svask line, exsupt

“through & tuacel and over New Alver Nridge, ¢ éistones 3L Wheud

a mils, Traip wovenasis are governed Wy A sutosstis Wleek

| Wystam, timestsbls i trals erdsrs.

Baashnuld nessenger traia lo, 4 seibisted of xmmm
01, 1m ssf, 1 expresn wsrx, 1 cosbimtion sar, § edsshes, 1}
mcu and R Prlimen 3lesping esys in the order aemed, sad

j«“ﬁnt Aa sharge of Oonduoter OUlendanst agd Jagivewan Twrmews 413
e $hage sars weve of steel sensiruetion, Axevpd the diming eny,

viieh Dok & wtosl waker frames Thls trais Jeft Kusfield a%

” © 114A0 Askiay 2 howrs mmd B ninwtes lote, snd wan Serailed M

" e mile sant c! m, Fe Yoo, on S,¢ lilﬂim ot Mm, 1
sbens 11,49 m&. wile ranaisg st s spaed estianted ¥o have Yesn
fram 35 to 40 nilen ma howr,

The derailment cscurved s a llelegres surys 4nd sa s
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1J-foet 1311s Appremshing $he peint of assidens from Ada sal
daginning st Uilsposs 388, there is & tonpent 1157 feot i
Lengtk, them o oeurve t3 the right sdext 302 foed loag, with &
naxigmn ewrvsture of 11 depreess The t¥ain Med yeashsd & peint
sboul 400 fant in on this exrve When the dsrailnent somrTed,
BSoAl fhe emginemas and #Hreman wers killed,

The first evidwmnee of derailzenh was & SeOFe MAYEK NOR¥ -
e end of the tias sdews 10 faehes owtaide of the reil ea the
sntnide of the eurve, snl wentimuing for stowd 40 foat% e She
posas where the engine turasl over sa the wastbheund traek. 1ha
onging and tendar d3id aleag the rails as Whie veatbdound xaln traek

Sppxembaately 80 feot coming to rest with the freat eat of the

sngine lesning sgainst the sorner ef the »ide eut vhish dagen
Jund sust d the peins of dercilment; the wsil esr rashed the
sagine aont 100 foet ant 4he express sar sowt 80 feet, dnd,
togother with She next two ears in $he traia, they Yursed over
ant relled dows the smbankmesnt, The maill ear jursed semplately
over anl the other thres ears turasd over  their right sides
e £176h ear was derailed dut remmissd is Ax wpright position
om the resdway, and the frsat trmek of the sixth ¢xr wan Qerallsd,
Aprroximsbely 150 feet of the sacibound and westbouad STaek was
torn ups

Ia the vieinity of tho noiat of sseident, the STask
19 1atd with J00uwpound steel rails, 58 feet long, nvith 1§ eak
ties wnfler eask refl, pingle spilsd sxd $ie plated, and on sbent
IR inohes of erusied stome Wallant. The track was reealigaed,
mrfased, sak Mt An goed caMities last syriag, sal an lnspestion
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of e ourve on vhieh #hw sssidaxt ceswrrel chowed 1% %0 Do in
oood sondikian, A wupeiwlevaifion of § foahes 1s previded sa
his ourys for sastbeusd t¥ains. 7he gruge was + imeh wide and
the rail on the sutaide ¢f the eurve very slightly exrve-wors.

" A% She Mime of the secident the westher was slsar,

Gondustor Cleshenm wmbtated th:d %0 was sollesting
Hekets sfier haviag lefh Bluafisld, and &1 mot noties 2he mpeed
¢ saything wansesl uatil Ahe dersilment o scurred) at thmd
nement hs was at ths frext sad of the ssesad veach, hey Mad
15t Jluefield st 11,41 aad were derailed 25 adeut 11.80,
apprixinatdly 5,4 nilas frem Xiwefield, Ba algo staled thet the
mui had basa proparly wested Wfure they laft Kiwefleld, amd
S2A% he Mad heard the hrske whistle ones of Wise srewak She

_varves before the neasdent cocursrdl. Hé isd nsticed & NLight. -

swaying of the train oa the swrve pressdiag the sne where the
sgelient sesuryed, and had fclt three distinet jara Jusk hefore
it happeneds Shen She £irst jar onme, M thought ke Wrakes
had Sean applied im encrzeeay) st vhe seoesd Jar, ha thought
thers must be something wrong, and aftar the WRird favw, W

~ loaksd out and mew ths sars goiag ever, e stxted that M

sxsminsd the truek aftexr the acoicent, hup 2id not notied any
marky on the tias or she ralls, ond was of the opinien that the
dsreilnant ke Sesn esused by nomsihing fallimg unier the eagise,
b sould give Bd reapoa for that opiasion,

Esad Jrakenan kallellean shated ¥iad his rain was 8
houyn and B mixwbes late in leanving Siuefield, and he balisved
that ¥he Wwakspy Mad beon tested defawe leaviag that peint) thas
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b vas Fiding 1a ¥he Dourth sar from She engine and Iad mot
RoS fond saytking wausual duriag the t7ip watil %o aosident
sovnryeda B Mated that ke knew ap exdus wiginemsn was mkiag
Yhe raa, Yet he had hena t00 Wany with hia antisn to mesise
whathor o ot Slw brakes had besn spplisd 45 radwse e npesd
arpund the surves, In hip opision ¥he Srainm wes rusking st
& apoed of aleud 35 oy 40 nilew an kawr, whish mas ne$ wausual,
ank $he sur in shiish ke was riding tuyned sver on 143 aide vash
darsiled

Trakemsn Gusltsn ststed that his wsigh indigsied thud
At s 1X.44 and & Treetisn whea his tyain JafS ids, i whea the

-aseldent sermwed, it was 10349,  X# Tueughy ARey were Feuning ..

shout 55 atles an Mewr, Waieh ke 454 w0t csasifer umususl, sal
MtNMm4mm¢mthunﬂwnumtm
thm Jie satd ke had ssen AR air Namies
hshl a% nur:m aalk tnn: dnd syplied and realeasel preperily.
“fwe mppliesdfons of 120 Lrakes hed Wein mede after leavisg Tinas !
£1814, W gaid »eone wouk of Alds sl ths Fher 0ot of Mdeee aad
ké hetrd thom zelossad Sast Defors the dexrsiiment coewrred, AS
the-time of the apsidest, he Shought Whe spest was abons 38
slles sm hour, and that the braken haé desa spplied in emergeney.
inginspax Sexald, wie was & passsagsr 28 txraia first
Moe 4, wtated that this wan his regular ¥us, and that he was Ak
20U %6 Ssmnocke %8 weke this yum of hiz pemt triy. 4% Tusflield,
he had Wlled with the capinenan sl Liremex sid Asd net notiped
Wasthor the ranniig teat el beca nade, Vaen e ot n %he ear,

ke lewind ab Bis weteh and waw thei thap sturted st 11340, Je=
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fween Sinefisll and the peint of neaident, %o 2l % nofteed any
wisade yamaing, smeopt Shad 1he Sraia lureied & 1ittle merw Vhaa
usual, I stated the Brakes had Deca spPtisd twies Se Blesdy
ae fxain arennd sarves befors reachiag the point sf asslient,
Ra wie interested in reading a papsr, and 143 a0t nedise saythiag
sl after $he lwreh, wntil the sar went ever ihe ¥amk aed ke
way tirown under s ssad.  Hio estimate of the spesd wes 30
niles su howry he sadd he had hasrd sevarsl peeple remavk shomd
the apsels 1Ia his Jnigment, the sscidmt wes sauned by follwre
ot ¥hs pars of the eagineer to apply the hrake properly,

ha diniag ey srev wers usanivous ia thelr statenents
that the ipsel of the train wes smseneive, whish esussd Whae trsia
o SuAy heavily, ead ssld ne bWwake spolicstions weara mmdn in goe
ing arewnd the exrvess Thay sald the spesd Was o greut ting
thay wews thrown fvem ons side of $he suwr £ the other, anl that
may dishes woere broken ia the pantry,

The beggagenaa stated that he was buay writiag wy his
daggage yapert anl 144 ot poy mumsk etiention W 4l xpeed of ke
Sxada, sltkough he thought they were rmasing & 1ittls fawter than
uswl dacausa 42 the lnareased swayiag of the en¥,  Duprees
whsosiger 30L45F ptated thxt ke wed very buay asi 414 aet wotise
whether the Npead was axy greater than wsual,

Kre 3y 7o 9o0k, Supsristecdent sf the Redford rivisten
oL the Jorfelk A Fewtera Railway, stated that the swrvs op whish
Mty asuident spmreed was not protested W o "¢" bewrd, and that
$he wpeeld restvivtion of B miles par hour oy passenger tralap



sud 1F miles pov bbwr for freight Areins, did ned spply hessuse
theys was B0 ourve board thare; tharsfore, the only sestrletion
40 the spesd o this owrve was fhe saxinun Pate of 45 mides 4t
hour, ab showa en the timestable,

Bre Jds Ae Pildoher, Neshanieul isginser for the Nerfolk
& Egwtara Ralilway stiated that he Mot maie asleniations semserning
the speed of englaes and Senders of $he Uype tnvelved ia this
asaidents, Thewe calsulstions showsd tiaé oo a lB«~dogmes swrve
with § lashes supsrelevation, and tyack ia perfest csadisfen,

Whe seater of gravity wenld De saified szoagh to sause ¥he
anging and tander to evertura at a syesd of B4 miles per hour,
I Ahe Yanils sanditiens wers not pe¥fess s Spsed af everiume
ing would be sorremponiingly rodnsed, Is live Pilsher's opinien,
s soeed of B0 miles por hour, under the asnditions named Wy

Aim, would bs %60 elose & margin for anfe praviies.

‘Ebile the Wireet asuse of this mecilems sonld mt be
t?ﬁn}ttl) asssrsalmed, it ix bellaved to Jave hewn smsed Wy
snaossive apesd on & lledegres ourve.

A1) of the smployess inveived ia this sesliiend ware
sxparionsed men ¥ith good yeoerdas At the tims of %he swcident,
the sngiasman abd firsmen had boen on &ty 1 hewr and 15 minwkeni

" the seatuyter and resr Yrakeams 6 howrw, oml the sl b komam

8 howris

Heds



