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CAT 
O j ' M F l u 5 T . ^ S l ^ l FAIu^O^C AT VAV OOD, 
'IVfGR 3- , 1935 

L ? y 9, 1923 

To t h e Co.ii i s s i o n 

Cn " larch 2*-, 1333, t h e r e 1 ^ „ s a n e a d - e r d c o l l i s i o n 
b e t . e e n a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n a r d a f r e i g h t t r = m on t h e ?>e« 
YoijC_ O n t a r i o ^ w e s t e r n r a i l r o a d at i/iay-'ood, Y , r e s u l t ­
i n g in t n e d e a t h o f 1 emp loyee , and t h e l r j u r y o f 3? 
passengers^, l n a i l c l e r k , e.nd 3 employees 

L o c a t i o n ana method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on trjat p a r t n± t h e Fout.v=rn 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d m g be +i*-een Gadosia ana S idney , L Y , a 
d i s t a n c e o f 40.65 m i l ^ s , t h i s b e i n g a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e 
o v e r v h i c n t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d bv t i m e - t a b l e and t r a m 
o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n - 1 system b e i n g m u s e . The a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d ius t n c ' t h o f t he s t a t i o n ac "Viay-cod; a p p r o a c h i n g 
t i ' i s p e i n e f r o n t n e n o r t h t h e r e i , re 3,980 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , 
f o l l o w e d b v a corpoun^f c u r v e t o the T i g h t x , 7 23 f e e t m 
l eng th . , t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g on t h i s cu rve at ? p o i n t 
a.bouc 55 f e e t from i t ^ sou tne rn end . /here t h e c u r v a t u r e 
i s 5 -c iegrees A p p r o a c h i n g from t h e soutn t h e r e ] s a com-
pouna c u r v e t o t n e r i g h t 3,410 f e e t m l e n g t h , : - i t n a 
L ^ x m u s i c u r v a t u r e o f 6 - d e g r e e s , t hen 19C f e e t o f t a n g e n t , 
f o l l o w e d by t h e cu rve on m i e n t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , Tne 
grg.de i s l . ? 5 p e r cent a s c e r d i n g f o r southbound t r a m s f o r 
a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e , t o < l t h i r . 350 f e e t o f t n e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t , from m i e n p o i n t i t i s C.4 p e r cent a s c e n d i n g . 

Disk banner s i g n a l 1 2 3 , 4 , v/hich g o v e r n s southbound mov 
L e n t s , i ^ l o c a t e d 183 f e e t south o f t h e south s w i t c h o f t n e 
p e s s i n g t r a c k ac L i l e s , and 1,4 85 f e e t n o r m o f t h e p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t , : t s ir.ci.Lcat i o n s a r e c l e a r and c a u t i o n . m e 
c o n t r o l c i r c u i t s e x t e n d from a snor t d i s c a n c e n o r t h o f t h e 
s i g n a l t o a p e m t aoout one r l i e so at ft t h e r e o f , and a 
c a u t i o n m l : ra t" on i s d i s p l = ^ ed ^hen t n e r e i s a t r a m i t h -
i n t m s s e c t i o n , o~ m c a s e o f a b roken r a i l or equipment 
w i t h m f o b L m g d i c t a n c e o f m e mam t r ? c k Under t h e r u l e 
•men ar. e'it, nc/nan Jinns t n i s s i g n - l d i s p l a y i n g a c a u t i o n 
i n d i c a t i o n OPJore m e t r a c k s e c t i o n i s e n t e r e d , o r a c l e a r 
m d i c ? „ t i m i i j i m f t o change t o c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n a f t e r t n e 
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t r a c k s e c t i o n i s e n t e r e d , ne must i m m e d i a t e l y reduce 
speed , b i o - 7 one l o n g b l a s t o f t h e w h i s t l e and p r o c e e d 
w i t h c a u t i o n t o enc? o f t racer seel, i o n which i s i n d i c a t e d 
b y a s i g r . Owing t o a blu-i-f l o c a t e d n o r t n o f t h e 
s t a t i c 1, n e i t h e r e n g i n e c i ev c o u l d s e e t h e e n g i n e o f t h e 
o p p o s i n g t r a i n o a i t i l t h e y ^e^e * . t thm 335 f e e t o f eadh 
o t n e r . The ^ ea t tier was cj ea / a z the t irr e o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t , ^ m c h o c c u r r e d at about 8.05 p . n , 

C e s c r i p t i o n , 

Southbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n Ho, 56 c o n s i s t e d o f one 
c o m b i n a t i o n n a i l and b a g g a g e c a r , and two coaches hau led 
b v eiigpii^ 23, and nas m charge o f Conductor f u c o i o n 
ano. Eng neman Obenauer kc S idney , 7 47 ma le s n o r t h o f 
Mav^ood, the c iew r e c e i v e d copy o f t r a i n o r d e r No 59, 
Form 3 1 , r e a d i n g as x o l l o w s : 

"Fo f i f t y S i x 5S w i l l meet 
e x t r a 161 n o r t h at N i l e s . " 

T r a i n No 56 d e p a r t e d from Sidney at 7,44 p . m . , p a s s e d 
N i l e s w i t h o u t c o m p l y i n g w i t h t r a m o r d e r No. 59, p a s s e d 
s i g n a l i 9 3 . 4 s ^h i ch was a i s - p l a y i n g a c a u t i o n i n d i c a t i o n 
b e f o r e t h e c l o c k "as e n t e r e d , and s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s 
c o l l i d e d ^ i t h e x t r a 161 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed 
v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d t o nave been oe tween 10 and 30 i r i l e s 
an hour, 

Nor thbou rd f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 161 c o n s i s t e d o f 14 
c a r s and a c a b o o s e , hau l ed by e n g i n e 161 , and was m 
c h a r g e o f Conductor T i t u s and Engineman Robinson At 
F i a n k l m , 3,37 m i l e s s o u t h o f Maywood, the crew r e c e i v e d 
copy o f t r a m o r d e r No. 59, Form 3 1 , p r e v i o u s l y quo ted , 
and d e p a r t e d at 7 .45 p . m. At Maywood t h e t r a m - a s 
b r o u g h t t o a s t o p « i t h i t s nead end j u s t n o r t h o f t h e 
s t a t i o n , a f t e r union t h e e n g i n e was d e t a c h e d , p i c x e d up 
two c a r s , c o u p l e d t o t h e t r a i n , and as t h e a i r hose was 
b e i n g c o n n e c t e d t h e head end o f t h e t r a m *as s t ruck b y 
t r a i n No . 56.. 

Tne f o r c e o f t h e impact moved e x t r a 161 backward about 
20 f e e t , and p a r t l y d e r a i l e d and c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged b o t h 
e n g i n e s Tne employee k i l l e d v a s a t r a inman o f e x t r a 
161 , who ftas c o n n e c t i n g t h e a i r hose at t h e t i m e o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

On a r r i v a l o f t r a m No 56 a t S idney , Conductor Duc-
o l o n went i n t o t n e o f f i c e and r e g i s t e r e d , a f t e r - h i c h he 
r e c e i v e d among o t h e r s t r a m o r d e r Wo. 59, Form 3 l , p r e v i o u s 
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l y q u o t e d , r e a d ' . i s se t o f o r i e l s a l o u d to t he o p e r a t o r , 
t hen * ent o u t s i d e , anu a f t e r d-sli-, e r m g t n e o r d e r s t o 
Engmeman Coenauer c a l l e d a t t e n t i o n t c t h e n e e t « i t n 
e x t r a 161 at I l i l e s . P i t :ough t h e s e orders . <sre not 
o o i p a r e d at t n i ^ t i ^ e . cot n o f t -ese ^ e ^ b e i s o f t h i s crew 
t h o r o u g h l y t n d e r s t o c d t " s i r c o n c e r t s Conductor Euco lon 
t n e n «> ^nt t c t h^ b a g g a g e car ana handec h i s c o p i e s o f t h e 
o r d e r s t o Baggageman hoCov f o r u s i n f o r m a t i o n 1< hen 
"^nginec an Obenauer go c oac/ , on ohe e n g i n e , Fireman Paden 
< as ouoy p u t t i n g m a f i r e , ana i n s t e a d o f handing t h e 
o r d e r s t o t n e f i r e r i a n t o r e a d at t h i s t i i e , he v e r b a l l y 
i n f o r m e d t i e f i r e s an ^s t o t h e i r c o n t e n t s , t h e n p l a c e d 
them ir n i s p o c k e t j m t end ing to sho tnen t o t h e f i r eman 
=>fter t h e t i a m d e p a r t e d . Stops ^ e r e made e n r o u t e a t 
t h e - ' t e r tar k = t S i d n e y , a ] so at South U n a d i l l a , 4 .48 
c i l e b n o r t h o f ' l ^ y . - o o c , and at Youngs , 3 15 m i l e s from 
h 'ay^occ, Or mass ing t n e south s . - i tch o f t h e p a s s i n g 
t r a c i t q t ?]^] e s , a p p r o x i m a t e l y h a l f a r l i e from Liay.ood^ 
Engmeman Obenauer snut o f f steam, as s i g n a l 193 ,4 v-as 
en sic l a y i n g ~ c a u t i o n i n d i c a t i o n , sounded one l o n g b l a s t 
on t i e e n g i n e a i s t l e , and \. "en about t n r e e ca r l e n g t h s 
from e x t r a 161 sa>< the h e a d l i g h t o f t h a t t r a m and a p p l i e d 
t h e a i r b r s k e s m emergency, t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g 
l r r r e d i ^ t e l y a f t e r w a r d s . EngmeE an Obenauer s t a t e d tne 
l ? s t t i m e i? tnought o f t n e r< se t a t N i l es > i t h e x t r a 161 , 
y r i o r t o s e e i n g t h e n°adl ia ;h t o f t ha t t r a m at L ^ y ^ o o d , 
' - s at South u h a d i l l a , and f u r t h e r m o r e , t h a t ap-oroaching 
h u l e s no cocii-unicat i n g v. h i s t i e s i g n a l " i s sounded by t h e 
c o r d u c t o r c a l l i n g a t t e n t i o n to t h e m e e t i n g p o i n t . He "as 
f u l l v RW a r e t V t vhen a c a u t i o n i n d i c a t i o n i s d i s p l a y e d 
by s i g r a l 1 9 3 . 4 b e f o r e tne b l o o £ i s e n t e r e d , as was t h e 
o^se cn t h i s o c c a s i o n , speea s no a i d in r e d i a t e l v b e r educed 
a r . l tne t r a m p r o c e e d i + a c a u t i o n t o tne end o f t h e c l o c k , 
^ngmeman Obenauer f u r t h e r s t a t e d t n a t cn numerous 
o c c a s i o n s ie has found t h i s s i g n ? ! d i s p l a y i n g a c a u t i o n 
i n d i c a t i o n » r i c h ne a t t r i b u t e d t c c a r c o n g e s t i o n at l l ay -
v.ood- hs a l s o s ^ - t e d t h a t t n e h e a d l i g h t on his e n g i n e '<as 
b u r n i n g o v i g a t l y , an*- no t r o u b l e vas e x p e r i e n c e d m t n e 
o p e r a t i o n o f t r a m Ho. 55 on t m t i t r i p , t h a t ne ^as 
t r a v e l i n g at a h i g h e r r a t e o f speed than usual in t h i s 
v i c i n i t y on t h i s o c c a s i o n c i n g t o t h e good c o n d i t i o n o f 
en-rma £2, i t l a v i n g ] u s t r e c e n t l y c o r e out o f t h e shop, 
and â  c t . t ^ a t e d spead a t 3C m i l e s an hour at t h e t i m e he 
shut o f f s u e a » , 17 r i j es an hour n" hen ^e f m s t sa'- t h e 
r e a a l i g n t o f e ' l t ra 1 6 1 , and about 10 a l i e s an hour at t h e 
t irr e o f t ne acc i A ent „ 

f i r e m a n Pa ien -as busy p u t t i n g m a f i r e b e t w e e n 
Sidney 3 n d t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , and s t a t e d he d i d not 
unders tand •. a e r e h i s t r a i n * as to meet ex t ra 161 when 
F n g m e r a n O r j r a u e r in f e r r i ed him o f the c o n t e n t s o f t r a i n 
o l d e r " o . 5? w h i l e at S i d n e y , as t h e b l o w e r <'-as o n . 



Conductor Ducolon a d m i t t e d tha t he f o r g o t t o sound 
t h e corruninicat m g ' - h i s t l e s i g n a l a p p r o a c h i n g N i l e s m 
a c c o r d a n c e ^ i t n t h e r u l e s , and tha t "he d i d not t h i n k o f 
t h e m e e t i n g p o i n t u n t i l he >*as o p p o s i t e t n e p a s s i n g 
t r a c k , a t *r-hich t ime he was r i d i n g m about t h e c e n t e r 
o f t he r e a r car o f t h e t r a i n , t h e speed v as then about 
35 m i l e s an hour . He s e a t e d t h a t b e f o r e he c o u l d 
r each t h e c o n d u c t o r ' s emergency v a l v e , l o c a t e d at t h e 
f r o n t end o f t h i s ca r , t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , He f u r t h e r 
s t a t e d tna t i t f.as n e c e s s a r y f o r him t o s tand on a sea t 
i n o r d s r to r e a c h e i t h e r t h e c o r a u c t o r ' s emergency v a l v e 
c o r a o r t he c o n n u n i c a t m g w h i s t l e s i g n a l c o r d , and t h a t 
he a i d not do t h i s in t h i s i n s t a n c e as a l l o f t h e s e a t s 
^ e r e o c c u p i e d . Baggageman McCoy s t a t e d he d i d not t h i n k 
o f t h e m e e t i n g p o i n t u n t i l t h e b a g g a g e car r e a c h e d t h e 
south s w i t c h o f t n e p a s s i n g traCK a t N i l e s Flagman 
O ' B r i e n s t a t e d he kne>' n o t h i n g w h a t e v e r o f t h e t r p . m 
o r d e r s r e c e i v e d a t S i d n e y , 

Tne f i r s t i n t i m a t i o n anv o f t h e members o f t h e cre<' 
o f e x t r a 1S1 had o f a n y t t m g wrong » a s on s e e i n g t h e 
h e a d l i g h t o f t r a m N o . 56 jus t b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r i e a , however , at t h i s t i m e i t i.as t o o l a t e t o g i v e 
warn ing o f danger t o t h e t r ^ m i r e n ^ho <-ere b e t w e e n t h e 
c a r s making t h e a i r hose c o n n e c t i o n . Engmeman Robinson 
e s t i m a t e d t n e speed o f t r a m No. 56 a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t t o have been about 5c m i l e s an hour, and s t a t e d 
t na t at t h i s t i m e t h e a i r b r a k e s w e r e se t on t w e l v e ca r s 
m e x t r a 1 5 1 . 

S i g n a l 1 9 3 . 4 was g i v e n t h e usual t e s t on t h e dav p r i o r 
t o t h e a c c i d e n t , and a t h o r o u g h t e s t on t h e day a f t e r t h e 
a c c i d e n t , and on b o t h o f t h e s e o c c a s i o n s i t v>aa found t o 
b e m p r o p e r w o r k i n g o r d e r . The l a s t t i m e t h i s s i g n a l 
"as r e p o r t e d as b e i n g out o f o r d e r was about a v e a r a g o , 
ana i n s p e c t i o n at t h a t t i m e d i s c l o s e d tha t a c a u t i o n 
l r d i c a t i o n v-as c o n t i n u o u s l y d i s p l a y e d owing t o a b token 
bond w i r e , 

Measurements d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e c o n d u c t o r ' s emergency 
v a l v e c o r d , and the communicat ing w h i s t l e s i g n a l c o r d , 
if. e r e 7 f e e t 7 i n c h e s from t n e f l o o r o f t h e ca r in */hich 
Conductor Ducolon »*as r i d i n g at t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , 
w h i l e he c o u l d r e a c h o n l y seven f e e t from the f l o o r . 

C o n c l u s i o n s , 

T h i s a c c i d e n t '^as cauaad b y t h e f a i l u r e o f Engmeman 
Obenauer and Conductor Ducolon , o f t r a i n Mo. 56, t o 
complv w i t h a t r a i l o r d e r f i x i n g a m e e t i n g p o i n t f o r t h e i r 
t r a i n , and a l s o t r e f a i l u r e o f Engmeman Obenauer p r o p e r l y 
t o obey s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s . 
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Engineman Otsnauer and Conductor P u c o l o n admit ted, 
t h a t t h e y e n t i r e l y o / e r l o o k . J t h e m e e t j n g p o i n t w i t h 
e x t r a 151, e s t a b l i s h r d b / t r a m o r d ^ i Ko b9, a p p r o a c h i n g 
F i l e s , and Engineman U c e n a a c r a l s o aoi l t + ed tha t he d i d 
not p r o p e r l y obey t n e i n c i A c a t i c n o f s^rnal 193 .4 , These 
employees a i ^ o f - i l e a t o G o r y _ y w i t n r u l e 210-b o f t h e 
c u r r e n t sock o f r u l e s , which t e a c o as f e l l o w s " 

11 The conduc to r must see t ha t h i s i t - m m en, 
?nd t h e engineman mast see t h a t h i s f i r e m e n , re=id 
and u n d e r s t a n d h i s o r a e r s , 11 

Had t h e v p r o p e r l y " o n p l i e a i n t n t ^ i s m l e , o r had Engineman 
Obenauer p i o o e n y o o e y c d t h e c a v c j o n i n d i c a t i o n d i s p l a y e d 
by s i g n a l 1 9 3 . 4 , t h i s a c c i d e n t p r o o a b l y w o u l d have been 
a v e r t e d . 

Baggageman McCoy was f a m i l i a r > i t h t h e c o n t e n t s o f 
t h i 3 t r a m o r d e r , n=id he oeen on t h e a l e r t and a c t e d when 
t h e t i a m d i d not p r o p e r l y r e d u c e speed a p p r o a c h i n g t h e 
m e e t i n g p c m t , he p r o b a b l v coaad have p r e s e n t e d t h i s 
a c c i d e n t , 

Fngmeman Cbenauer e n t e r e d t h e s e r v i c e o f t h i s r a i l ­
r o a d as a f i r e m a n m 1538, and cas p romoted t o engineman 
m 1891 , h i s r e c o r d was f a i r . Conductor Puco lon e n t e r e d 
t n e s e r v i c e m 1893 as a brakeman, n i s r e c o r d v as a l s o fa I T 
DJone o f t he employees i n v o l v e d had been or* duty m 
v i o l a t i o n o f any o f t h e p r o v i s o r n s c f t n e hours o f s e r v i c e 
l a » s„ 

R e s p e c t f u l l y ^v"cmIuted, 

P , p 0 B W D , 

.D i rec to r 


