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INF RG INVESTICATION OF AN ACCICINT WIICH OCCURRED
ON THE NLW YORF, NE _IAVLEI] & HARTFORD RAIL-
POAD NPAR VAIESTILI=, CONMN.,
" ATGUST 21, 1920.

Septemter 13, 1920,

Om Ausast 21, 1920, taere was a cerailnent of a
passenger trein on the New York, New Haven & Hartford Pail-
road near Yalesville, Conn,, "hicl resulted in the death of
2 emplovees and the 1ajury of 26 passenzers and 2 emnloyees.
After investication of this acci.eat =ie Chief of the Hureau
of Safety reports as 1ollows-

This accident cceurred on thet nart of trne Hartford

Division extending tetween Ailr Line Junetion, Conn , and
Springfield, llass,, a distehce of 56,78 milies, This 1s a
doahle-track line over wihich trains arc operated by time-
table, train orders, ant an autonstic clock-gignal svstem.
The point of derszlnent was accut 15 niles north of Yales-
ville, and 285 reet 2outh of the sca®l. swrteh of Helt's Sid-
ing; apnroachl g TaA? ro1ab of derzilmert from the scuth there
1s 1,210 T=2ct o taarent, a carve of 19 591 20" to the richt
1,083 feet 1n lcogth, 180 reect of tanrert, and a curve of

567 46" to the left exbonding te the point of acciacnt, a
alsuapce of 637 feet. Beg nnins £% the station at Valesvalle
the zrede 1s about 0.5 per cent asconaing for avoat 1 miles;
the accidcent oceurred on a level track just north of the top
of this grade., T-c track is la.d vith 107-nouad rails, 33
fcet 1n length, with about 20 onalk and chestnut tlcs to the
rai1l, balla<tzd with crusncd storc; tie platcs arc uscd ath
the point where the accident qccurred, nrle aat-rail-
croeners are 1n ase at rocular intervals., The track vas in
gcod ccndition 1n overy rcspcct. Thz weathcr at the time
of tho accirdent was clear.
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The train xnvolved 1a this accident 'ras northbound
passenger train Ngo. 90, ea roace from "ew Jork, IT Y , to
ooringfield, Mzass, T+t conszgted of 1 Pullmen club car, 1
Pullnen parlor car, and 8 coachesd, 1a tne order nomed, all
of stcel construction, hauled v enzinc 1378, and was 1n
charge of Cocnductor lMay and fnzircmen Bill., It Left New
Faven at 3.58 p.m., 33 miautes late, 1lcft Wallanpford, 3.35
mites south of Ynlesville and the last open telcgraph office,
at 4.20p n., 34 minctes late, and av scout 4.30 p. . was
derazlied anorth of Valceville while traveling et a specd csti-
matced to zave cech atout L0 miles an hour,

Zngine 1378 came to roet on 1ts rigeht side, cast of
o

the sading, ap-roexamatcly 500 feoet north of the pornt of
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derailment, teos tonter

18 scparatcd from

the cagine and came

Lo reckh husﬁo tlic ¢v itne 1n a reversed vosition The first
Pullman car turncd over on rts right side at an angle wvith
she track of onout 45° and rested zeross the siding and both
meln racks, The sceond Pullasn car also turncd over on its
right si1do, 113 heed ond corng 1n contact vvith the cnzine
vvhile the roar cod romainced on the ties of the ncrthoouni
mein treeck, Tae first cooch anl the freont truek of tre second
oach vere acraxricd, bot noth cars rencined vprifrt ond were
=0t dsmrged to ory groct extoert, The emplovecs kx2llcd were
the earincarn aad fir.nan
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train Flazuen Dol'-re noticed nothing ncar the trock 1n the
ey of an negtraction., Unon cxaninlias the trock Conductor
ey Tound fl-npe mo2d8 L2 the Lhoos % 2 Jasornee estlnonted
by him to hove beon ~Pout tore. neossciger car-longohs south
of the switch leedging to Tolt's Siding; these morks ‘iere on
the erst or rigat siwe of the ro1l, Condactor oy found
ncthing to indrec®té vhat hod caascd the wheel to loeove the
rc1l o6 this poant.

Breinemaen Colla Thrn who i@ BescoaTr o4 oraln
Mo, 90, snid thot tne first meorks were choat 6 .nches from
the re1l aad ano-reatly were made by a pony truex whoeel;
neither he ror a:y of the other emplovees c2uld Tind ony t “1ng
to 1adicerte thrt ~hecls hed run ”LOES the ho1l o7 the Tnll
they “rure ~is80 wncble So find 2oy obastructicn Mich mairht hc
oeen on the rails,

Treck Supervisor REeilley recched the sccone of tne
acerdent cpbout ~n hour ofver 1ts cecarrceac ant Touad what
he sa1d was a pcculiar merk on ooth roils ctout 10 or 15
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fcet south T th
Jr 1aside roil
+

¢ m~1at of Aercailrient. Tooe morks on tho west
T thec curve wver. ricre nronourced; they con-
cisted ~F short marks ct-ut 1 f20t cpert, and were from

%+ 1inen to 1 inch 1n widih wd less than ) Foot 1n length.

Onc was 1n ~2boutbt the center of tne rai1l cad the other toword
the gruge linc, Ticse rarxs on tleo “reet roil were o little
aosrth of the rorks on the cost roil, Iie expresscd the opinion
thot tncse n~rks rod boon mAade by some met~1llic objeet belag
on tnc roi1ls., Surcrvacor Reilley clso fouac o icrk osn the
inside of the west reil wiateh cnocrred to hove boon nde by
gorcthing D61n0 crurht betioecn tuc flange of o whecl rond

the goauge =T thoe rcily thic iork oo ~bout 1-% 1nches long

~néd quite npronouzccd, Aside frow the urne /b ol first ccraxlcd,
Supervisosr xCliley said thay oo ecls vere Jderiiled until
the switch wes reecchnd, wvhon the (ermiled whecl © 1lowed the
stock ro1l, <ho troek then oovins helly dowwoed ond the head
ead ~r the tiolin cnbaircly deroilad.

Troinmester Follidey, wro arrived -t the scene of
the accideat ath Suncrvisor Fei' lcy, exuasned the track
hut did a0t fee ooy norks oh the 1 lls hia firct knowled ge
of them being when 4His ~tteaticn ms *lel to shem the
Tcllowing norning by “(ute“ [l.ckhrric B“ﬂth ~nd ilcekmnical
Surerinteacrt Horris, cnad ho ther agreoi thot fThne mearks
were macc by on ocngine slipran
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cter Mccar.lc 3ocoth oxariaed the trock for a dis-
ut 1/2 M1 ¢, bue found p-vhipryrong vwith the

Al d;uutluﬂ of ceytarng lrogging.  Thac morks on
ch hy kim the acxt .1nrniag were 63 foct from the

tonce of abo
trock or aay
thc ro1ls sc

first nerk of dererlancoat, ard e wes positive thot they verc
not tlherc wncn he cxwned the tr ¢ —n the nicht of the
accident, Il-~ter .icchcale Booth mede o garciul examinaticn

of caeine 12378 it wns anae®le to find cayithing which right
heve ¢ use’ tre crrarlzeat. e thaaght tae front whccls of
the corgine sruck “ere thoe firat +o deroil, SOYLNgG thini there
wag a nerk on the froat ¢ of e ruck whlch inTi1cnted
thet the lond poar ~0 vhecls ware farst Jcer-iled, and thnlb
trey led ovf T2 the right, -pre o7 the vhecels ruoting ~go1nst
the frrme., Ho thoarht the derez mont ves due to an shstruc-
tion of sone Xxind oa the roals,

J

Ropd Feorconn 2f Znriacs Buecslcocy Sow riorks on the
left ro2l, one o irf._ch, on the runaiag surfoece, os obout
—1/2 1nchcs squ-re; he th uiht 1t looked as 1l tome sub-

gtrnce hal ootiern un'cer the edl,

Tagine 1378 1s of tno 4L-6-2 type, and las a total
weight, engaine and tender, o 410,800 procarcds. It ha” becen
inspicted prior o the accident 'Pu Tound to oo in good con-
Giti-n, while cxorniaation oftcr Loc accident Tazlel to dis-
closc any aefcets hich cau]d e, ﬂﬂuscd the arccidcnt.,
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Severti Coys ofter the uccurrence of this nceirent
two voys, & cnl & yerrc -f c¢ge, were orrvested, 11 being
nllezed that t
ircrzates that iere were 1. 8154 »f cruz.aed stone 1n the
riciaaty o tne print of occient, and while 1t 18 possible
thet toiesc boys nay 1ove plrecd n,mc sr.21l stoncs on the
trock 1t 18 “oubtful 1f thew coald have been of sufficiont
si1ze tc “ercil tre troan witbout si1gns of ereshed st one belng
cvi'eat after the acciden Tho strtoerents of -1ony witnesscs
rfic-te tonb the otn+rucd+up, 1f thcre w3 -Tne, wos of a
nct 1lye aclure, whilc the slotwwcnts T othor watnessces,
inclucing "Tacicls, wnre to tho offeet thrt tacre were no
ncrks on the r-i1ls 1adretilng tootT tacre Lo beca any kind of
~n obstructi n.

Tre cruse ~f this ~cceilent was not delinitely
agccrioinel,

While stcaes oy heve heca ricfee’ n tho reils, 1t
18 1npsssible to gt~te cefiritelr th~t they cruscd the de-
ailrent of the troing nciticr 1s 1t rOSolDlQ to st~te thot
the nceci cat vos «ue —o tcary ~tonze forn of obstraction, while
crrefal exnracstion 2 tac Lrock ont couilpront friled to dis-
cicse ~nythirz wocer ¢l hrove cort riboted 4o tho 1CC1lLnT.

ith tho crrcptld“ 2T the frrenta, who wes criploved
ir Fooranry, 1920, all of +lLo nenbers of tne creir of troan
I'a. 90 were EXDC*4OHCOd -l syees, ol none of then nad hecn
“2oduty 14 vanlation of ony of che wroaisions of the hours
' servico lew,

hey had slaced stones oa the reils, The evidence
-1
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