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In re inveatigetion of an epoident whieh osourred
on the New Tork, Hev Hoven & Hartford Rolle
road et m}zg% Mesn,, on Juns 13,

:ﬂ” %&, lﬁl‘h

On June 13, 1917, there vis & reer-end sollision on
the Hew York, Hew Haven & Hsrtford Railroed ot Westfieldd
Huse,, whioh resulved in the desth of one employoe and tﬁo
injury of twe euplayess ald one sure-taker of live stosk,
After investigantion of %hls scoident, the Chisf of the Divie
alon of Bafety submits the following reportd

Boutbbound sesond-elass freight trsin Ho, 5858 oone

sleted of 81 vars and o gadboose, hauled by losomotives RER
and 342, and was in oharge of Conduotor Gervey and Engineman
Tucker ead Burr, It wvas en ¥oute Trom Hortham;ton, Maes,,
to Bridgeport, Conn. It left Narthamyton st $.48 ;. 3m,, Rogldw
iy 4 hours fmiq, and left Wostfield at 1E.38 a, =, mxi.
mm out of the verd the yerdumester notioed rire flylng

under one of the cere snd gelled to nenbers of the orew
on the resyr of the trsin thet 2 bdreke rigsging hed dropped,
The tlsgusn spplied the air bdrakes, the train belng Yrought
0 8 stop with the saboovae adout 150 faet north of bridge 50,18,
the entive train dbeing a4t this time within yard lisits. ¥hile
repairs were bDeing nade o the bBreke vigging the yeer of the
brain =ae strusk by tesin He, 1181,

Bouthbound ssoond-eless freight syain Ho, 1181 cone
slated of 31 ours end o cadocse, hauled by loscmotive BOE and
wes in eharge of Condustor MeYunis esd Engloeman Fuwler. I6
arrived a1 Veootlield st 12:38 8, 3., ot whiok poiut the erew
reosived & oopy of train order No, £ which in part directed
tholr trein to Gvertike and areist trein Ho, .588. This order
read a8 followsy

o, 1178 neot No, B85 at Simsdbury isstesd of
mam;img@ mgl‘zgga:ﬁﬁz;ailm m: ggq 569 at g?a«.
gaaon g o nady: Qe

in on ﬁm 565 and sasist mmmm.'m“

GW 32 the sesond etetiod beyond Weatfie)d, end 8 mlles
dintent therefrom. Trals No, 1181 depsrted from Vestfield

&% 1,20 8¢ m4, baving & csution cord Form B, end st abiut 1,50
& %, sollided with $he Pesr-end of train No, 558,

i Tesin Ko, S50 was moved shsad about 50 feet by the
shoek of the sollisfon, while the erboose ahd thres year sars

of this trein wero dersiled and considerably daneged, Loogw
motive BOR was slightly demsged, as was the case with three

of the oars in this traln, one of whioh, the seventh oz, buctkled
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and oaused the death of a brakenan who was riding om i,

This part of the New Tork, Hew Heves & Hartford
Bailyoed 18 a single track lise;, over which trelin movesents
are handled by time tables and train orders, and s menual
blook slgnel bgkm ia in uee. Train oxder aignals are uesd
&8 dloek signals, She normel indlestion belng et stop. In
case the preseding train is not & passenger train ond has dow
perted ot leest 10 ainutes eariier, followiug trains are perw
mitted %o entsr the blook under s eaution oard, Form B, Ape
prosshing the polnt of socident frou the north the track i
tengeut and sToctloslly level 0 & point south of bridge 80,38,
&8 bridge 320 feet 1B length over the WesiPield Biver, Beyond
this tangent there iz & curve to the left of 7 degrees D6 sine
utes, Toot 1n length, thls curve belng logsted on an asoende
ing grede of 0.8 per cent, %0 « point south of Lridge 60.18,
blyoud whieh point the truek is zzain tangent, The weathey
&t the tine ves oleey,

Yavdmuster Holuos stated that ss tyein Ko, 568 passed
him he noticed £ire flying fros under one of the oars sud osclied
to the xem on the reer of the trals thet there wosz & brake rige
ging down, After the train yasasd over the river dridge be
heerd the brakes appllied, When the sonduotor and bracemen of
trein 8, 1181 esme intod his office bBe geve tham avoe Lnstrude
tions about work to be doue and theh SOl thomthet trein Mo,
568 nad & brake W% down and thet the train had stopped
and he bed 5ot herrd 1t sturs, snd 416 not know whether or 50%
1% hed ﬁﬂbu Later on ne aaaln told Coanduotor Xelnnis not Lo
forget tell the eugiaeman thast they »rodadly would find
trein Bo, 308 at soms polut bayond the rivey bridge. He saw
the conduotor board the looomotive, but 418 not know whethey
oy not he notified the enginemen,

Fleagman Onofrrie suld that es the Lryelin paased the
yard offios he Leard some one ¢all out shat & Drake besnm was
Gown end the niddle brukeman, who mes riding on the vaboose
platfeorm, told him to opply Lhe slr Lrsies, whiol he 414 as
doon a3 the train reached a polat where he thought 14 would
stoy with the resr end beyound the bridge, After the trsin
hed been atanding for some tlse heo went forward to zee what
the trouble wues and was assiosting in fixing the brake rigging
when the ssllision cocurred, He ssid thet within yerd linits
he was 0ot yequlred %0 yyoteds his Srain b fleg end that he
sade no effort to &0 #0.

Canduetar Garvey stated thed on lecviag Hesifield he
rode on the seeond losomotive., Wien She triin wasz brought
to & stop by the epplieation of the brazes from the rear of the
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trein he started back and wes wﬁtg.m the breke besn when
the sollision ooourred, He stéted t he umede no effort to
ymhm:: rosy snd of his train, on esgount of bvelng within

Firenan Heilly, of train Bo, 118}, steted that he
resd the orders handed to him by the enginessn st Vestfield

aud be resemdered the order which direoted nis train to close

in on train Mo, 8BS, dut 414 mot recember thet it seid saye

thing ebout assisting that teain, As the trein 10t Weete

field ke ves working om the five with the hock, snd the sone
duetor was stending in the gengwsy on the zmh{ side of the
iooonctive walsing until he finished hooking over the fire.

The boad brakensn wee riding on the top of the trein, s that

no one wus selntaining a lookout on the left sids of the looge
Botive, The Tirst he xuew of the eollision was when it cocurred,
tha brekes de applied at adbout the seame tine, It was the
first tine in six zonths that he had been over this part of

the road and he shi€ that he sever had deenm over it very often,
Fireman Rellly furtheor stated that whoen the orders were hended
%0 him nothing waz sald about tyain Ho, B85, end he 414 not

henr Conduotor Molnnias say saything to the engiuexwn about that
trein having stopred on socount of & defeotive breke beusn,

Enginenan Fowler stated that in the tower nt Westfield,
Conduotoy Melaunis geve hix the orders and remerked thst they
bad & neet ot Congamond snd would olose in end sssiat train
Bo, 566 fyom Westfield to Congsmond. #e yesd the orders and
then went % bhis locuotive and bosrded 1t, tried the Lrukes,
and recsived a prooeed signal, As the tmin started, some oue
boarded the loscmotive on his side, Dyt he 414 oot lock to see
who it was as he was leuning out ag‘ the eud window looking
ghead, After passiug the bridge over the river, ha roached
forward to put on the injector and sew a yed iight, end et
onee applied the enoy alr brakes, He Gought QM speed
of his train st the time of the sollision was sbout 6 or 6
uiles an hour, IEnginemen Fowler stnted thas he knew the
treok ourved to the leoft and that he zight find trein Mo, BOHG
[1° point on the rosd, but he 414 not suy enything to any
one about keeping s lockout on the left side of the looomotive,
fle nt he was partly to bDlame, but sald thet he & ne
the tyain ahesd should have desn roteoted by flaz, sonsidere
ing the Taot that the senbers of the orew weye working on their
trein, although he sald thet he would not ex;eot flag [ rotedw
tion within yard lisits, He furthey stated that Couduotor Mo
Iunis 414 not ssy suything to nim sbout teain Mo, B85 having
& brake rigging down,

This sovldent was osused by the fallure of train Ho.
1181 to be operated within werd 11 its prepared 0 stop withim
the range of vision, 28 required dy rule Ho, 98, for which Ene



e

g.m Yowler sné Mmam ﬁltmh are responsible, Rule
s 93 reads v follouwst

*Yard 1imits will be designated sn the tine.
table and indioeted by Yard 1isit signe.

*aiihin yard Jlsite the sein tynck may be
ased protecting sgeinzst firet-olsss tyruins,

SWMW and extrs trains muast wmove
within yerd lizite yrepared to stor unless the
maly treck iz ssoh oF kuown 10 bBe clesy.

Poscenger osrrying Lreing are scl Pee
im gm obaservanoes Of Bule 49 wisthin yard
™

"ile Englnenan Fowler 414 not know the looution of
train No, 885, he koew thet his own train wes stlll within
yerd limite and shet he ves younding a curve to the left whioh
ocused his range of wvisliocn 0 be li:lted to two oy three oap
imngths. Under these eiroumstancss he should heve ssen to it
that 8 ;ropery loockout wes zslintsined on the left side of the
iosomotive and in oase thal wus not doney, he should have 80 e
@1sed the speed of Dis train thst he 0ould bave stop.ed withis
huis owm :mw of vision, & regulired by rule No, 62 and by the
osution » Form B, whieh ke held,

¥nile no stetenent eould e secured from Sondustor
Helnuis, on escount of the injuries reosived nim, yet it
is epparent thet e sald nothing %W Enginemen Fowler ehout
train Ho. 555 being deleryed on sooount of a broken brake »i .
fiot only this, dut Uonduotor Melunis was mazw the righ
side of the loocowotive and inew that the view the angins.
nan's slde was restristed, yet he rvessined on that side, *site
ing for the fireman %o finlah Booking owver the five, instesd
of orossing over the left side of she losomotive waintuining
& proper lockeus. Had ne besn OB the lefd side of the looono-
tive where he should heve been, 4 he had had & yroper regard
for the sefe operstion of his trsin, he would undoubtedly have
seon trein Mo, 588 in suffiolent tine to notify BEagioeman Fowlep
and eneble the latter to bring the train to & stop in tius to
svoid & eoblision. ,

Englomen Fowler wes snployed es ¢ firenen Lo Mareh
1907, and in February, 1916, wes promoted %0 engineusn. &
rogord was good,

Conduotor Helnnls was suployed s & drakecsn on Ootabey
lﬁ%ém, rromoted %o flsgnan in Deosnbey, 1609, and pPow
w0 to sonductoy in Oatober, 1911, On Moy B, 1910, he ree
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selved 18 demerite for responeibility in sonneotion with a
sollieion on Junuary 9, 1913, he received 0§ denerits for
nos sesing Shet his ¢ was sroperly protested by flag, 1w
sulting 1o & yesr-end oollision; sud on Mareh ¥, 19016, he
wRo ﬁgum 45 demerits Poy running his traln, an extrs, from
VWeatTield So Hew Haven, 61 slles, withoul running orders.

A% the tine of the socident Englnemsn Fowler and fobw

duotor Helnnis hed been on duly edoub Be3/2 Lours after about
17 bours off duty.
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