
Reports af the Chief ftispsotor ef Safety Appliances 
eoverlng his investigation ef a solllslon 
on the mil Xork, Ne# HaVen A Hmrtfard R. R. 
at atottlngton Junction, Oorou, July 25, 1912. 

September 23, 1913. 
Va the Comalseions 

On July 35, 1913, there was A rear~snd oolllsion en 
the Hew Xerte, Hew Haven & Hartford Hailread at Stonington 
Junetinn, Conn,, r e s u l t i n g in the death of t#o SJaployese 
a n d the injury ot t^o saployeei and three persona earrled 
under eontraet. 

Thie aseidsnt was reported by telegraph on the date 
of its ooeurrenee. After investigation, X eeg to submit 
the following reportt 

The trains involved in this oelllslon were ©asst-Bound 
freight extra Ho. 400, running froa Midway to Boston, and 
express train Ho. 32, running froia Harlem Hiver to Boston. 
The eolllsion occurred on trask ?Jo. $ near th© toi»er at 
Stonlngton Junction at 6»29 &.ia. 

Freight sxtra &So. 396, running froa @ i d w to Boston, 
arrived at #tonlngton Junction at 3?16 a.A* Thoro the 
engine oeea&e disabled and this train we* placed on the 
tide tr&efc* Irslght extra Ho. 400 consisted o f engine 
Uo. 400, engine £fo» 307, wftlah was b«ing hauled to Stoning-
ton Amotion to ta&® the disabled train forward, and S3 
loaded ears and a eaeoose. At 5i55 s.a« this train passed 
KystlOt the first eloefc gtstian 'mat of 3«onlngtan Junotitttj 
3.84 Biles Slstantj there a hand signal was received, indi­
cating that a first-alass train was following. £xtr& 5Co, 
400 arrived at Stonlngton Junotion at a-a.* and the 
to^sri&sin displayed signals direotlng the train to hack into 
the yard on the south side o f tha main tr&ek at this point. 
Accordingly the train w a s &ovsd eastward until its caboose 

aOout 300 feet east ot the tower, and it then was bao&ed 
in on yard traefc So. 3, stooping ndta the eabooue clearing 
Orchard Street crashing* Ae this track was not long enough 
to hold a l l of Extra Mo. 400 without nlooklng the grossing, 
the train wad parted ahead ot tha 28th ear from the rear 
end and the emotion consisting o f the two anginas and ten 
s&?£ was basking In on traefc No. 1, at a speed of a&out 4 
tslles per hour; &hsn aUout half of this seation o f the 
train ^aa in the aide traok beyond the fouling- point, the 
rest end of the fourth oar froa engine Ho. 400 struck 
by express train So. 38. 



Exprese train So* 33 oonalsteg of engine 1004 And 
thirteen haggage sera, all of the oars being of wooden 
eonstruotlon oM three of them having steel veetlnules, 
this train arrived at Hew Haven, Conn., at 4i36 a.ra. end 
there engines were changed end a terminal air brake test 
was finds. It left Hew Haven at 4i8? 6* *•» three hours and 
twelve ainutee lata, and peeked Myatie at 8*34 e.ou, arriving 
at stenlngton Junction and colliding with freight extra Ho. 
400 at 8*39 a- »• 

ffce sain line of the Sew lorfe, Hew Haven A Hartford 
Railroad la & four-track rand froa Rev York to ffew Haven, 
& double traok road from Rev Raven to Readwille Transfer, 
and a four-track road froa Readville Transfer to Boston. 
This collision occurred on the double traoH ro&d between ttevr 
Haven end ftaadviile transfer* Approaching Stonlngton Junction 
from the west the truck is straight and the distant signal 
can he seen ahout half a tsilo away* East of the passenger 
station there la & out on the north side of the traoJ: about 
eight feat high, end a curve of three degrees and forty 
minutes leading toward the north; this ourve extends beyond 
the tower at Btoniiigtort Junction hut is not so sharp east 
of the tower* On the north side of the track near the tower 
there is a out asout fifteen feet high, and on the south side 
of the track at this point there is a slight fill. The tower 
le ahout half a slle east of the n&ssengar station* and Ham 
street grossing is hetween the passenger station and the 
eastoaund distant signal. Hhs grade is praotl&aily level. 

The control let! annual oloek eyatea Is used on this 
portion of the Hew Xork, tee* Hnvm & Hartford Railroad* The 
signals *re of the norml danr**5*** lower quadrant, semaphore 
type, and the signal** at 3toningt^n Junction are wire connected. 
The east-bound home signal ia located §Q9 foot went of the 
tower, and the esat-boun-i diat&nt signal is located E1BO feet 
farther vest. On account of the aurvature of the trsofc the 
distant signal cannot he seen frore the tower] and no repeater 
is used in connection with the distant signal In order that 
the towsrnmn say know whether or not the signal is operating 
properly* There la n 24-1ever interlocking plant at thia 
point* 

Towenaan Wllhur stated that at 4tOB on the awmlng of 
the accident ho found a broken ohain in tha connection to the 
east*oound distant signal* H P reported this defsot to tha 
signal repair man and to the dispatcher, telling the dispatcher 
that trains would prohahly he delayed on account of it* The 
engln&sian and conductor of extra No. 390 came into Nthe tower and with their assistance the broken ohain was repaired with a 
piece of insulated wirs* He then operated the signal levers 
as usual, ooserving the speed of the trains as they approaohed 



-3-
the tovier tor the purpose of finding out whetiwr or not tho 
signal was operating properly. 3ali«vlng that after tho 
temporary repairs had boon m&m tho signal was either working 
properly or wss continually displaying a sautlon india&tion, 
he- too& no extra proeautions for the protection of train 
aovesaent. But it appears that the signal in&leated a lear 
continually* regardless of the position of the levers. 

A3 6:13 a.Ri., after extra 400 had pulled by the 
to^er the towersan released He* 32 at %stie ami plaeed the 
l«v&rs in his to«er in position to display eautlon ami stop 
signals against train No* 32* $h«n estra Us* 400 had stepped 
e*i3t of the tower he saw the fiapaan leave the caboose ian<l 
start to walk baoJc earrying a red flag. He sailed to the 
f lapsan that Ho. 32 was about at ISyatls* hut reoeivod no 
response, the flajaiian continue* to wala feaofc slowly until 
he was about hslf w^y bettraen the east-hound horn signal 
ana j&ia street grossing «nd then apparently realising that 
he. (52 was near he guiofconsfi his p&ee« 

Knglneifian 3artoria of extr« So* 400 stated tl^t at 
Midway and £ysi»ia tha signals were elsar ami white flags were 
displayed* lndieatlag is hat hia train was running ahe&fi of a 
firrt-elasss train* At atonington Junotion signals were dis-
olayed direoting hi-a train to o« atrte-traeteett. Oonauotor 
Carroll of *xtra Ho. than ease up and they started ta 
bgtefe th* train in an t*se siding* 

Con&uetor Oarroll of Jfcrtri* Ko« S96 stated that whan his 
train was plased on the sloing he and the engineer of his 
train went up into tho %*ymv4 ana the tswsrtBon seJted theia to 
help alia flit a ohain in tha sonusetions wi&i the distant 
signal. '£h«y did so and afterwaMs returned to the t#mr; 
the engineer operated the lever end found that it works* 
herd, ^he tomrraan told theie that he had rel&ortsd the 
asfeotive signal to tha dl spat oner M the signal repair 
mm* Four e«sst-beund trains paesed, ana tht* teaenaaft 
operated the levers controlling the blatant signal as usual* 
Thsn extra fto. 400 arrive^, end gondustur Carroll went down 
to assist In oaeking the train in upon the yard traelc. Its 
tola the engineisan what was to he dona and then went up on 
top of the train ami repeated signals of the tr&incion to 
the itttftlnfcJseG. As they wsre has&iRg the engines ana first 
ben oars in on yard traok ifa« 1, the toweraen tailed ta ftia 
that No. 38 was* oozing and oondueter Carroll fav© violent 
oaok-up signals to the anginawanf Juat before the collision 
he juntwd froa the train* Qonduotoj* Carroll stated thst as 
they started to feaok the head and of the train i;> on the 
sldstmete ha saw the floguan a short distance away ̂ n** 
w&litin^ osa& not very fast, flhen Ho* 32 sheared he saw 
tha flajpa&n approximately half way hetwesn t&w e&st~hound 
homt-i signal and gin Street crossing. 



Conductor Petersen of U Q , 400 stated that at the 
last two to?«3z*e p&ssed uefore reaching fttonlngton Jtmotion 
hand signals were given indie&ting that & fir&t*el&se train 
was following* He had nut eiUd anything to tho flagts&n etoowt 
stepping at Jftonlngtoa Junaslon, out niter stepping east of 
the tower ho told the flageian to go fcuofc to pretest tho 
train, end he saw hia start oaoJj earrying & red flag * the 
sonduotor then helped to bank the train In em the side traok. 

At the ooroner*s inquest on July &?, flagman iispaott 
stated that he had neon employed by tho Pew terfc. How Haven 
£ Hartford Haliroad Oompany one wsefe* He had fend about five 
years' experlsaoe as a yard eraltataan on the Pennsylvania 
lUilrosd, out he left the mpl#f of that OOfipsfiy in 1908 and 
subsequently had not aeon in railro&d g@ywi#e until te© was 
employed &y the Hew ¥or&# to JUvsn & Hartford Kallro&d Odsapany. At the tiae of his sazipldjBient ha was given an examination only 
en his hearing and eyslght %M wm OAtastloned regarding his 
previous expsrienst* He was given a hoe*- of miss but was 
hot sxa&lnod ar instructed these rules* 

Ha stated that -w the Naming of the aooidont &a oitra Hq» 400 approaehsd 3tJrtin§tun Junati-in he and the eonduotor 
wars riding in the e&fc?es#. %sn tho train had passed the 
tower the oonduo&ar said they sere going to oaok off tĥ ars and 
ha then started bao% with tfie flag. He stated he did not know 
train Mo, $ 8 was following thss tout bought it had gone* He 
stated he had gone ^a*% atont the dlstsnoe hetwaun twelve 
telegraph polsa, So a jjJint around the surve where he could 
*$@ straight try OK, and that the "rain was east of the pssaanger 
station shen he flogged it. He first saw the train t*hsn it 
was ahout the distance 5jnfc*or>n «in or eight telegraph polaa 
©way fro* his* 

1 JMsgsan ilfap̂ on ssatod tnat this wae M s first trip 
aver thl$ line* Ho was asftlgued to duty as a flagman on this 
run by the traints&stfesr'u j1«.?Jb; the only question asked vss 
whether o* not he had a watoh, No Instructions were issued 
to hia and he reoaiv@d none tvnm his eonduate? during the trip* 
he statsd that ha -mnt ovt without any knowledge of the oper­
ating rules of the eonpany and did not even have a timetable* 
and that ha paid only half a dollar for his wateh. 

fralnmaatsr Cellin? -*o employe the orsJeesen on tMg 
part of the road stated that he hired n«gfcan Siap&sn on July 
ia and he toeasn work on July 19, So had not fctstt given an 
official examination, oerely Iseing Questioned s^eui M s 
railroad experience end hi* fRiailiarity with tns ditties of 
rsilro&d employee. Ke worked in tbe South Soetoii yard and 
on the Sid (felony 3lvi«lon until he was ««si&nad as a flagmen on this run* — -



The flagman at Sits dtpiset crossing stated that &a 
train tto. 3£ app^oach^d, the distant signal wa« In tha 
clear position. Iktra No. 46Q h&g p&e&tjd ao»et£@e bafur«; 
It (Seine to a sttup firat with its rear end only a short 
distance froa Elia Street crossing* and at that tisae the 
flagman did not gat off fros* the trninj It then prfee**oded. 
und, the flagman thought sufficient titaohad elapasd far this 
tr&in to be plnoea on tlvt siding ̂ nd clear of the Main track. 
ata train J*o* 38 was approaching the erosaing; fla^i»n stated 
that ha saw the flagsisn of extra So. 400 ootta running around 
the curve said tr^ln Mo. 32 pasted hin when ho m m ei>out the 
di$t$nee hetw*«*n four tel^raph pola<* i%*m the crassine?, and 
JUKS e«fft of the distant signal, 

£ngiHe£ian teanafielo of train n% stated that et 
KaV(?n a tftrjainal t<*at of tf*e sir brakes sŝ d** end they 

wtre found in good condition* Approaching stonlttften Junstian 
th« distant *»i*m.*il «a* In the clear position* &ftt<r naseifts; 
thlc. fil* n«l the fireman called out "red flag*t and then the signal in the danger position wae seen* fhe engineiaan 
fepplied the brakes in «*@&rgenny, hut too late to avert the 
ool Union. 

Conductor iHlliiwjfcM* of train Mo. 5£ atated «h«t thi? 
speed of that train &B it approached tftoitlngton Junction was 
scent 4G miles a pfsr hour. taedi*taly a*t*r th*s collision* 
the conductor srw the englneiaan who stated that the distent 
signal vas in the nlcur position* the fl«(̂ i«n of this eraln 
stated that when the ore* as were applied he was thrown to 
the floor of the on*, ̂ nd before he fully rfrgalne4 his- feet 
the collision occurred* He isaediately went fcaofe and found 
the distant signal in the ol<?ar position* 

^he jwljaary e&u&f? of thia calllelon was the failures of 
Flegnan diopson af tlie freight train properly to protect his 
trnltt* Conductor Zet&rtxan of e^tra Mo. 400 was equally- re* 
Fpon^ltjlc, for not fcnowlnft tiiat hie train was properly 
protected *nd for not ascertaining whether ur not the fl*#&*n 
«a3 familiar wish his duties and giving hi* proper instructions 
for »rotecting the train* A contributing ,e«uee wm the false 
clear indication of the distant signal* *or thie the towena&n 
was rea^onei^liS as after asking fcefflp^f&ry repairs to the 
broken chain he should h^ve &ade o&rtain that the eipial was 
*• orfcinjj properly h^fore depending u*xm It*-to infiur̂  the s*fsty 
of approachins trains* And th* opwrsjtintf officer© of the 
railroad ouBpnny are also at fault for placing a nan in nhe 
recconsiole position of fl«sria>m with only a cursory examination 
ntid «flthout inetruotlona &s t^ his duties* Fturtĥ rraore, it 
is nnt&d that t̂ fa n«-# oraK^men, one of whoa totially 
inesperionoed* were aaaij$nea to this orew# contrary to 
instructions ia snail oy the Oen^ral Superintendent re^ui^ing 
that anly ane ne^ «-ui ^eaigned to a craw at a ti&©t _ 



fit* investigation ill galeae* the fact that the flagsaan 
of extra 8o# 400 had s&ajle tiaa properly to protect his train, 
Estra Ho. 400 approached Stoningtan Junction at lo-* eposd and 
stopped before reacMngtha towerj then it startad up ««d 
stopped again shout 300 feet eaat of the tcw#.?*- tho fla$aan 
did not start b$ek until thia second stop, and it apgoar* that 
he then wslfcad slowly for eouae distance, Sad the f l«#aan 
dropped off ffrsia the train a a It approached Stealngtan function, 
or had he started bacfc as seen as the train stopped the first 
time, he could easily iwva gone back fer enough to h*Y« flawed 
train Wo. 33. 

the conductor of extra c. 40d knew that a first-class 
train was following, and also that his train would stop jtt 
stonington function for the purpose of setting out locosiativn 
Ho* 30?; but he had not said anything to the flags an a'>out 
stopping at stoning ton Junction an& he did mZ tell the flsgean 
to go i>s«k until the tr«tin hr>d stopped or was easing t> a 
step east cf the tower* 

The tower»#n found that the distant eigne! connections 
were &£feotiwe at Aim sore than two hours before the 
ocllislon occurred, and the crew of extra So* SS& was at the 
tower nearly &L1 that time, ^ut he did not taKe any stsps to 
learn positively whether or nau the «lgfisl was operating: 
properly. r»r to secure the signal in norifcal position until 
repaired, as rectiir«ad by the- rul^a* fh© ta^arsan should have 
be«n governed ay rsl* -lo. *hieh r*<$uirec that the signal 
be secured and its use* dis&oualau&d and that he notify the 
superintendent. ISwi distant signal ist fttonlagtdt Junction 
could not be se^n fro» thv towr, Ho signal repeater is used 
«.nd .tl̂e towerman had no s.ecne s f sscert&ining whether or not 
this distant signal was wor&inff properly when the temporary 
repairs had &«cn asŝ de exce-1 to ^ buck to a ptint ^h*re ha 
Could see the signal, «iid tlus ha said h9 did not h&v& tlata 
to d«* He operated the levers la the toiler to allow four 
trains to pasa* but in none af these aovessents wac h@ sur« of 
the position © f the clonal* 

ite cognising the fact tlsnt it is a dangerous practice to 
send out two or seore ansxpnrlonoed sns» in Charge of a train, the 
general superintendent lufl loaned instructions that only one 
new aan should be assignal to a crew at a tlm* In the crew on 
crtra Wo* 400, ho*wr.»r, thsre www* tfwo rtow tacn* Vim head 
br&fte&s&n had spent two weems learning his duties, and this 
wes his f ir^t trip ov^r *«hi.s road. Fiagaan 9 lap eon had had 
so«e previous railroad experiencef as stated. bat he had been 
employed by the s*w fori** * Martford B&llro&d lege 
than a week* String v/ila time he h&d been employed three days 
in South 3oftton t«ri. :ia 'tad aw** one trl^ #vafr titft 01A Colony 
Division, and thia w&« hi a fimfi trif between Hidw'ssy and Boston. 



fhe conductor, mftlnmpj* «nd flrest&n of train He?* 
S£ estimated the speed of that tr*>in to he about 4© mii@a 
per hour* the rul^e of the company restriet the speed <*f 
trains «hiie running around the curve end passing ov^r tha 
switches at $te&ln#ti»n Junction to thirty miles per hour, 
while this exessalve speed cannot he attribute^ in sny 
way ass a c^use of the accident, tha consequences of the 
collision *ovld no douot Hare BSSB lees disastrous if 
the sp##d restriction in effect had been observed * 


