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REPORT OP THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE I N ­
VESTIGATION OF OCCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE NEW 
YORK, NEVi H A V E N & HERTFORD RAILROAD R E A D V I L L E , 

M A S S . , ON JUNE 1 7 , 1 9 2 5 . 

September 2 8 , 1 9 2 5 . 

To the Commission: 

On Juno 1 7 , 1 9 2 5 , t h ^ r e v s r> s i d e c o l l i s i o n be tween 
two f r e i g h t t r a i n s on tho New Y o r k , New Haven 6c H a r t f o r d 
R a i l r o a d a t R e ^ d v i l l e , . ^ s s . , r e s u l t i n g i n the d e ^ t h o f two 
e m p l o y e e s . Th i s a c c i d e n t was I n v e s t i g a t e d in c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the nl^ssa c h u s e t t s Department o f 
P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s . 

L o c a t i o n and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

This a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d w i t h i n the y a r d and i n t e r ­
l o c k i n g l i m i t s c f R c a d v i l l e , nt wh ich p o i n t the t r a c k s o f 
t he P r o v i d e n c e and h i d l n n d d i v i s i o n o f t h i s r a i l r o a d i n ­
t e r s e c t , h y ^ r d known n s R o a d v i l l o T r a n s f e r i s l o c a t e d 
m the s o u t h e a s t ^ n g ] c o f the i n t e r s e c t i o n , t h^ re e r e two 
s e c t i o n s o f t h i s y a r d , y a r d 1 b e i n g wes t o f Hyde Park 
Avenue , w h i l e y a r d 2 i s e r s t t n e r e o f . The re i s ^ mechan i ca l 
i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t n t t h i s p o i n t c o n t r o l l e d from t o w e r 
2 3 4 , a l s o l o c a t e d m t h e sou theas t i n g l e of the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
o f t he two d i v i s i o n s , a t a p o i n t about 3 5 0 f e c t wes t o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t Hyde Park Avenue a t the 
s w i t c h l e a d i n g from f r e i g h t main t r a c k 2 o f y a r d 1 , t o t r a c k 
1 0 o f v " r d 2 . Route s i g n a l 5 2 i s l o c a t e d 4 6 5 . 6 f e e t wes t o f 
the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , ana when i t d i s p l a y s a p r o c e e d indi£ 

c a t i o n i t i n d i c a t e s t h a t t ho r o u t e is l i n e d f o r movements 
from f r e i g h t m^ln t r a c k 2 t o Mid land d i v i s i o n t r a c k 2 . No 
f i r s t - c l a s s t r a i n s a re o p e r a t e d o v e r t r a c k 2 . Tower 1 8 0 i s 
l o c a t e d about 4 , 0 0 0 f e e t wes t c f t o i l e r 2 3 4 ; a t t h i s p o i n t 
t h e t r a c k s leading t o R e a d v i l l e T r a n s f e r d i v e r g e f rom the 
P r o v i d e n c e D i v i s i o n , c o n n e c t i n g w i t h the Mid land D i v i s i o n 
t r a c k s a s h o r t d i s t a n c e e s t o f tov*er 2 3 4 , near t he p o i n t 
o f a c c i a e n t . B e g i n n i n g " t t ower 1 8 0 and p r o c e e d i n g e a s t ­
ward, t h e r e : r c a f e w s h o r t t a n g e n t s and c u r v e s , f o l l o w e d 
by 1 , 7 5 3 fu^t cf t a n g e n t , a curve of 6 ° 1 6 ' t o tho l e f t 
1 5 0 f e e t i n l e n g t h , a t a n g e n t o f 4 0 0 f e c t , and then a 6 ° 5 6 ' 
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cu rve t o tho m g n t 339.3 f e i t i n l e n g t h , the c o l l i s i o n o c ­
c u r r i n g on t h i s curve a t a p o i n t 215 f e e t from i t s w e s t e r n 
ond . The g r ^ d e f rom tower 180 t o t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s 
0 . 7 1 per cent a s c e n d i n g f o r eas tbound t r a i n s , k, c l e a r v i e w 
cou ld be hed o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 
about 475 f e e t . 

The wea the r was c l e p r et t he t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t , 
v h i c h o c c u r r e d a t about 6:25 a .m. 

Des c r i p t i o n 

Eastbound f r e i g h t t r p m symbol 0-B 4 c o n s i s t e d o f 
68 cars and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 3329, and was i n 
charge of Conductor Murphy rnd Engmeman C a r v i l l e . a t 
R e a d v i l l e i t was d i v e r t e d a t t o w e r 180 from the t r a c k s o f 
t he P r o v i d e n c e D i v i s i o n t o f r e i g h t mam t r a c k 2 o f y a r d 
1, and on r e a c h i n g Hyde i r k avenue i t was headed i n on 
t r a c k 10 of y a r d 2 , where i t W F S b rough t t o a s t o p f o r the 
purpose o f s e t t i n g out a p o r t i o n o f the t r a m . A f t e r t h i s 
had been d o n e , and w h i l e s t a n d i n g w i t h the r e a r end o f t he 
t r a i n f o u l i n g f r e i g h t mam t r a c k 2, t h e ccbocse was s t r u c k 
by t r a i n N-B 4 . 

E?stbcund f r e i g h t t r a i n symbol N-B 4 c o n s i s t e d o f 
26 cars and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 3328, ?nd was i n 
cha rge c f Conductor O ' L e a r y and Engineman Afoul ton . At 
R e a d v i l l e t h i s t r c i r . wes a l s o d i v e r t e d a t t o w e r 180 t o 
f r e i g h t mam t r a c k 2, I t then passed r o u t e s i g n a l 52 d i s ­
p l a y i n g a p r o c e e d i n d i c a t i o n , which m e r e l y i n d i c p t c d t h a t 
t h e r o u t e was l i n e d f o r t r a c k 2 ond t hence t o Mid land D i v ­
i s i o n t r a c k 2 , and on r e a c h i n g a p o i n t about 465 f e e t b e ­
yond the e n g i n e c o l l i d e d w i t h the ccboose o f t r a m 0-B 4 
w h i l e t r a v e l i n g $t c speed e s t i m a t e d t o have been be tween 
12 and 25 m i l e s an hour . 

Engine 3328 and i t s t e n d e r , and the caboose and f o u r 
r e e r cars i n t r o i n 0-B 4 , were d e r a i l e d , the ccboose b e i n g 
t o t a l l y d e s t r o y e d .vh i le t h r e e ot t he d e r a i l e d cars i n t r r i n 
0-B 4 //ere b a d l y damaged. The employees k i l l e d xvere- the 
conduc to r and brakeman o f t r a i n 9-B 4 . 

Summary of E v i d e n c e 

Flagman A n d e r s o n , o f t r a m 0-B 4 , s t a t e d tha t Con­
d u c t o r Murphv g o t o f f the t r a i n t o c a r r y some b i l l s t o the 
y a r d o f f i c e , l e c o t e d i n ^ -rd 1, about m i d w p y be tween t h e two 
t o w e r s , and then walked through the y a r d t o tower 234 . I n 
the meantime some cars v c r c s e t o u t , and w h i l e Flagmrn ^.nder-
son was on h i s wav t o th row a s w i t c h i n y a r d 2 he hea rd 
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t r a i n N-B 4 a p p r o a c h i n g , vorking s team. He c r o s s e d o v e r t o 
s e c which t r « & k i t was on, and j u s t as he g o t a c r o s s ne saw 
tne s t a c k at tne e n g i n e and r e a l i z e d i t W"s v e r y c l o s e t o 
tho c a b o o s e , ba t '/as t o o f a r z /av t o t ° k e any a c t i o n toward 
a v e r t i n g the a c c i d e n t , he e s t i m t c a t n ^ t ho u?s 10 o r 12 
c r l e n g t h s from t h e r ea r end c* the t r ^ m He though t C « n -
duc to r l iurnhy r e t u r n e d t o the caboose a t 6 ,20 or 6. £2 e . TL. 

Engmeman C i r v i l l o , o f t r a i n 0-B 4 , s t a t e d th" 11 at the 
t i ^ c o i t h e ^ e c i d e n t he wi s i n tower 234 t o a s c e r t a i n T-ncn 
t h e y cou ld d e p a r t f o r B o s t o n , h a v i n g cut o f f t he u n g m e 
f rom t h e t r a i n and s p o t . - d Lt a t t he water p l u g , he d i d not 
knovy where t he caboose stc od u n t i l he s t a r t e d t o "feakî  up 
a f t e r c u t t i n g o f f t h e e n g i n e and ct t n i s tunc saw t h a t i t 
w s f o u l i n g the s w i t c h l o a d i n g i rom f r e i g h t mam t r a c k £ t o 
t racic 10 , h e a r d t r n r . N - c 4 a p p r o a c h i n g but thougnt i t 
v,es g o i n g t o be run areur.a h i s t r ^ m , on tne a d j a c e n t t r r ck, 
f r e i g h t mam t r a c k 1, a g a i n s t the c u r r e n t cf t r a f f i c , s a y i n g 
t h i s i s t h e customary rneve and i s a r r a n g e d bv the tc< erncn 
m t o \ era 100 and ?3<i ^honov^r a t r a m i s no t i n t o c l ^ a r 
a t tho point; ' K i 1 ' . i^is own t r - ° i n i.ns s t a n d i n g . The s t a t e -
emnts e j i i r c m r , n ',<. I v m c o r r o b o r a t e d m substance t h e s e o f 
Engineman G a r v i l l ^ , ne e s t i m a t e d the speed c f t r ^ i n AT-3 4 
t o have bc^n about 15 ' l i l c s -n hour j u s t p r i o r t o t he a c-
c i d c n t . 

Engineman Moul t on, o f t r a m N-B 4 , s t a t e d t n n t he 
a^w r o u t e s i g n a l 52 d i s p l a y i n g a p r o c e e d i n d i c a t i o n a t 
which tiTc the s c o e d o f h i s t r a i n \ "s about 12 m i l e s an 
h o u r . Ho a - i d he coulu sec the caboose o f t r ° i n U-B 4 i u s t 
a f t e r p a s s m ^ s i g n a l 52, but a t t h i s t i n e ho c o u l a not t e l l 
whe ther c r not t h e caboose was f o u l i n g f r e i g h t mam t r a c k 2 
and as surged tn^ t i t was i n t o c l e a r . On r e a c h i n g a p o i n t 
about 100 f e e t f rom tne c a o o o s e he sa i t h a t i t ;jas f o u l i n g 
the t r ^ c k on which h i s t r a m i as moving and i m m e d i a t e l y shut 
o f f s team, a p p l i e a the a i r b rakes m emergency and sounded 
the w h i s t l e , but the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d b e f o r e the speed was 
m a t e r i a l l y r e d u c e d . Engmeman Moul toa t h o r o u g h l y unde r s tood 
t h a t s i g n a l 5£ i «as ^"purely a r o u t e s i g n a l , and t h a t i t was 
n e c e s s a r y t o p r o c e e d under the r e q u i r e m e n t s o f y a r d - l i m i t 
r u l e s , so as t o be abl< t o s t op s h o r t c f any o b s t r u c t i o n . 
Engineman tooulton f u r t h e r s e a t e d t h^ t he d i d n o t t h i n k a 
sp^ed of 12 m i l e s an hour was e x c e e d e d be tween tower 180 
and the p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n , t n c r e was o t h e r e v i d e n c e , how­
e v e r , which, i n d i c a t e d t h n t t r a m N-B 4 t r a v e l e d t h i s d i s ­
t ance o f about 4 ,200 f e e t i n one m i n u t e . 

Fireman H c l f e r n a n , . o f t r a i n N-B 4 , s t a t e d t h a t s i g n a l 
Z2 was d i s o l a v m g a p r o c e e d i n d i c a t i o n and i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 
he c a l l e d i t s i n d i c a t i o n he began t o work on the f i r e , the 
f i r s t i n t i m a t i o n he had of a n y t h i n g wrong was when Engineman 
Moul ton shouted arc a p p l i e d t h e a i r o r akes i n emergency , a t 
which t i m e ho e s t m a t e d the speed t o have been about 13 
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m i l o s an hour , t h o i c e i d e r t o c r u r r m g i m m e d i a t e l y if t o r ' r e r d s , 

Head LrakuxnL n buvdon i.rs n h i ^ on tho f i r e m a n ' s s i d e 
o f t he c^b n nJ s h o r t l y a f t e r p a s s i n g s i g n a l 52 ho l o o k e d 
a c r o s s t o tewc-r 23 r m d ,>°vGd ? t the t . t rman, i u s t a s he 
turned, - round tin- ongmej ian snou ted , m d en l o o k i n g ahe^d 
ho sr . ; t he r e a r end of t r " i n 0-B 4 . 

Conductor O ' L o a r y , o f t r n n N-h 4 , . ras r i d i n g m the 
caboose and 1 is u n n \ r r c o f n n v t h i n g wrong u n t i l the c c l -
l i s i c n o c c u r r e d , a t which t i m e he e s t i m a t e d tne speed t o have 
bean about 25 r i l e s a n h o u r . > ' lagmin b t i r t es t imated, tho 
spood t o have ocen be tween 20 m d 25 i r i l o s a n h c u r . 

Towerr.an R i l e y , l o c a t e d ^ t o w e r 23 i , s t a t e d th~t 
s h o r t l y b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t Conductor Murphy was m the t ow-
cr and i n f e r eo. him t h a t h i s t r a i n was i n t o c l e a r , end 
i n q u i r e d as t c h e n i t c o u l c d e p a r t . e n g i n e 3329 w a s 
g o i n g t o t ake i.at^r i t "s d e c i d e d t o l o t t r a m 4 p r e ­
cede t r a m 0-i 4 a n a T; miuci R i l e y a c c o r d i n g l y I m o d tho 
r o u t e o v e r f r e i g h t mam ir^c^c 2 and tnen l o o k e d out o f t he 
wmaov, and wa tched t r a m , - B 4 s p p r o a c n m g , a v m g t o cne 
of t h e t r a m - i r o n v/nen i t i,ra ^b^u t 200 f e e t o a s t of s i g n a l 
52> t h e f i r s t he xnow of a n y t h i n g wrong v>as when t h o a c ­
c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , as from t h e window u s u a l l y used by him 
ho could n e t ace the caboose cf t r a m 0-3 4 . He d i d n o t 
t h i n k tho s p t c d o f t r a i n i,-B 4 vas any m g h o r than i s usua l 
w h i l e coming ue tho g rade a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

Conductor JVch-ed a n a A s s i s t a n t S i g n a l M a m t a m e r S t e e l 
wore m tc \ e r 234 /rcr_ Conductor Murphy c a m e m . M a i n t a m e r 
S t e e l s a i d ho hi. a r a Conductor .iurphy i n f o r m Towerjnan R i l e y 
i n subs tance t h a t j s m 0-B -^s i n t o c l ^ a r . Conductor 
McLeod s a i d t h a t o n g m e 3528 w a s work ing steam j u s t p r i o r to 
t ne a c c i d e n t and he e s t i m a t e d tho s p e e d o f tho t r a m t o have 
been b e t ; ^ e n 20 and 25 m i l e s an hour a t tho t i r re o f the 
c o l l i s i o n , ne d i d not hea r any c o n v e r s a t i o n be tween Con­
d u c t o r Murphy and To\ erman R i l e y a s t o whe the r n ^g , no t t r a m 
0-B 4 w a s i n t o c l e a r , bat he d i d nea r t h e t c ^ e r / t o l l Con­
d u c t o r Murpnv t h a t t r a m N-3 4 was g o i n g to oe run anead 
of t r a m 0-B <±. 

S i g n a l D u p e r v i s c r Moore s t a t e d tha t a p r o c e e d i n d i ­
c a t i o n can bo d i s p l a y e d on s i g n a l 52 w i t h a t r a m s t a n d i n g 
i n a s i m i l a r l o c a t i o n t o tha t ^ b i c h t r a m 0-B 4 o c c u p i e d a t 
the t ime c f tne a c c i d e n t ; t h e r e i s ne e l e c t r i c a l c o n t r o l f o r 
s i g n a l 52, a l t h o u g h aoou t a v e a r p r e v i o u s l y a rccom e n d a t i o n 
.via riad^ t o i n t e r l o c k s i g n a l 52 e l i c t r i c a l l y • a tn tho s n t c i -
e s . 
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Conc lus ions 

This a c c i d e n t was caused by the f a i l u r e o f Engineman 
Moul ton , o f t r s m N-B 4 t o o p e r a t e h i s t r a i n under p r o p e r 
c o n t r o l v i t h m y a r d l i m i t s . 

Engineman Moul ton a d m i t t e d he t h o r o u g h l y unde r s tood 
t h a t home s i g n a l 52 was p u r e l y a r o u t e s i g n a l and t h e t when 
i t d i s p l a y e d p p r o c e e d I n d i c a t i o n i t m e r e l y meant t h a t the 
r o u t e was l i n e d , rr,d t h^ t i t was n e c o s s r r y t o p r o c e e d under 
t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the y a r d - l i m i t r u l e , p r e p a r e d t o s t o p 
u n l e s s t he t r e ck w i s seen or known t o be c l e a r . The wea the r 
was c l a c r m d i t was d n y l i g h t , w h i l e s i g n a l 52 was e a s i l y 
d i s c e r n i b l e , he srw t r " i n 6 -B 4 s t r n d m g on t r a c k 10 but 
assumed t h a t the c h o o s e was i n t o e l e e r o f f r e i g h t main t r a c k 
2 , and when he d e f i n i t e l y d e t e r m i n e d o t h e r w i s e i t wos t o o 
l a t e t o f v e r t the a c c i d e n t . Hsd he c o m p l i e d w i t h tho r u l e s 
t h i s a c c i d e n t would no t heve o c c u r r e d . 

The t e s t i m o n y i s t o t ne e f f e c t t h a t Conductor Murphy 
g o t o f f o f t r a i n 0-5 4 i t passed t h e y r r d o f f i c e , a f t e r 
w m c h he p r o c e e d e d t o tower 254 end i n f o r m e d Towcrman R i l e y 
t h a t n i s t r i m w?s i n t o c l e ° r , i p p a r e n t l v w i t h o u t knowing 
whe the r or n o t t m s w"s the c p s e . Had he d e f i n i t e l y a s ­
c e r t a i n e d t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e r e c r end o f h i s t r a i n i t i s 
p r o b a b l e t he towerman would not have c l e a r e d s i g n a l 52 , 
i n which e v e n t the i n c i d e n t might n e t b ? v e o c c u r r e d . A 
c l e a r s i g n a l c o u l d not have been d i s p l a y e d h?d the r e c o m - -
mcndat ions "s t o t h e l o c k i n g o f the s i g n a l w i t h the s w i t c h 
been c a r r i e d o u t . 

Engineman Moul ton e n t e r e d the s e r v i c e o f t h i s r a i l r o a d 
as P f i r e m a n , A u g u s t 1, 1902 , and w?s promoted t o en, incman, 
September 20, 1912 . C o r ' u c t o r Murphy e n t e r e d tho s e r v i c e 
as a f r e i g h t brakeman, O c t o b e r 2 , 1906, and was promoted 
t o f r e i g h t c o n d u c t o r , .uugubt 3 , 1 9 1 1 . n i l o f t he o t h e r em­
p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d were c l s o e x p e r i e n c e d men. t h e t ime 
o f the a c c i d e n t ncne o f them h?d been on du ty i n v i o l a t i o n 
o f any o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e hours o f s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

Vu - P - BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r , 


