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INTERST..TE  COMINBRCE CCMI"ISSION
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REPOKT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BURE..U OF S.PETY IN KR IN-
VESTIGATICN OF aN ACCIDENT WHICH CCCURRED ON THE NEW
YORK, NEw HoVEN & HusRTFORD R.ILROAD .T RE..DVILLE,
MaSs5., ON JUNE 17, 1925.

September 28,1925,
To thec Commission:

On June 17, 1925, thore s n sidec collisicon between
two freight troins on the New York, New Haven & Hartford
R~1lroad ot Rordville, . n&s., resulting in the desth of two
emplovecs, This accident wnes investig~ted 1n conjunctiaon
with represcentotives of the il~ssschuscetts Depnrtricnt of
Publie Utailities.

Leeotion rnd Method of Operation

This ncecident occurred within the vard and inter-
locking limits cof Keadville, ~t which point the trncks of
the Providence and Midl-ond brivision of this railresd in-
terscct. & yord known s Reodville Transfer 1s locoted
1in the southerst snglec of the intersection, there cre two
sections of this yerd, vrrd 1 being west of Hyde Park
Advcnue, while verd 2 is erst tncercof. There is - mechenical
interlocking plant ~t this point controlled freom tower
234, nlsc locnted i1n the southeast -ngle of the interscetion
of the two divisions, at o point about 350 foct wost of the
point of accident.

The accident occurrcd -t Hyde Prrk 4venue at the
switch leading from frecight main track 2 of yard 1, to track
10 of vord 2. Route signrl 52 is lecrtcd 465.6 fcet west of
the point of rceldent, ona when 1t displovs a procecd indie
cation it indicates thnt the reute 18 lined for movements
from freight mrin track 2 to Midlend Livision trock 2. No
first-class trains rrc opuerated over track 2. Tower 180 is
loc~ted about 4,000 feet west of towecr 234; ot this point
the tracks lcrding to Re¢adville Transfer diverge from the
Providcenec Division, cenneeting with the Midland Division
tracks o short distancc c~st of tower 234, norcr the point
of acclaent. Reginning ~t tower 180 and procceding erst-
word, therc -rc o fow short tangents and curves, feollowed
by 1,753 fc.t of tongent, a curve of 6% 16' to the left
150 fcet in length, a tangent of 400 fect, ~nd thcen a 8° 55!
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curve to the rignt 339.3 fe:t 1n length, the colllsion oc-
curring on this curve at a point 215 fect from 1ts western
¢nd. The grede from tcwer 180 to the point of accident 18
0.71 per cont ascending for eastbound treins. 4 clear view
could be hed of the point of accident for a distance of
about 475 fcet.

The wenthcr wvas cleer ot the taime of the accident,
vhich coccurred ot abocut §:625 a.m.

Description

Eastbound freight trein svrbol 0-B 4 consisted of
88 cars and a cboose, hauled bv engine 3329, and was 1in
cherge ci Conductor Murphy #nd Bngineman Carville. st
Readville 1t was divcerted 2t tower 180 from the tracks of
the Provadence Division to freight mhin track 2 of yard
l, and on rcaching HvCc ark avenue 1t was headed in on
track 10 of wvard 2, where 1t wes brought te a stop for the
purpose of setting out a2 norticn of the train. After this
had been done, and while st-rding with the rcar end of the
train fouling frcight main track 2, the cobocse was struck
by train N-B 4.

Eestbcund freight train symbol N-B 4 consistcd of
26 cars and a cabeoose, hauled by engine 332B, 2nd waos in
charge c¢f Conductor O'Leary ond Engineman Mculton. a4t
Readville this troir wes alsc diverted at tower 180 to
freight main track 2, 1t then passcd route signal 52 dis-
plaving o procecd inaicaticn, which merely indiceted that
the route was lined for track 2 snd thence to Midlend Div-
1sion track 2, and on reaching a point about 465 fest be-
yond the engine collided vwith the coboese of train 0-B 4
while traveling ot o speed estimated te have been bectween
12 and 25 miles an hcur.

Enginc 3328 and 1ts tender, and the caboeose and four
rezr cars in treoin 0-B 4, werc derailed, the coboose being
totally destroved while three of the derailed cars in trcin
0-B 4 were badly damaged. The crplovees killed were the
conductor and brakemon of train e-B 4.

d>ummery of Evidence

Flagman snderson, of train 0-B 4, steted that Con-
ductor Murphv got off thec train to carry someé bills to the
vard office, lcented 1a v 'rd 1, about midwev between the two
towers, snd thcen welkcd through the vard to tower 234. In
the mcantime some cars wverc sct cout, and whilc Flagmen ander-
son was on his wav to threw a switeh in yard 2 he heard
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train N-B 4 approaching, vorling stcam. He crosscd gver to
sce which treck 1t was on, and just as he got scress ne saw
tae steck of tre engine ord reolized 1t wos very close to
the cabeoss, but 'vas too far ¢ /v to t~ke any action tovard
averting the nccrdent, he estimatea tn~t he wes 10 or 12
¢ r lengths from the rerr ond cf the trein He thoucht Can-
ductor .mmrpvhy returned to the cabcose at .20 cr 6.822 e. m.
Eaginem n Chrvalle, of train O-B 4, stoted th-t at the
tirc cor the ~zeidont he wes in tower 234 to rfsccrizin .acn
they could depqrt for Ro<ton, having cut off thc cngine
from the trnin ond spot. .d 1t 2t the water plug, he did not
know where the cenboosc stood until te storted to bokk up
after cutting off the enginc end £t this tiwc saw that 1t
wrs fouling the switch le~ding itrem freight main treck 2 to
treex 10.  He huord troin W-r £ oppronrching but thouznt it
veg8 poing to be run aroura li1s trein, on tne adjrscent trock,
frcight wein trock 1, ag-imst the currcnt cf trrific, soying
this 1s the custorry move and 18 arroengcd by the to oermen
1in tovors 180 and 23« whensver o trein 1s not ante cl.oar
0t the pcirt *bep. Mis gvm troi1n wns st-nding. The stnate-
SIMtS oI Faircmon « lvin corroborated in substance thcee of
Enginemen Cervill., ne ostinntad the speed cf troin N-3 4
to have beun cbout 15 n1lcs ~n heur just praor to the oc-
cilant.

¥ngincman Moulteon, of train N-B 4, st-ted ta~t he
37w routc signol 52 disploying a preoeccd indicrtlion at
which tirte the sveed of his train V-s rbcut 1z miles an
hour. Hoe so1d he could soe the cabeoose of tr-oin UO-b 4 just
after passing siznel 52, but at this tine he coula net tell
whether cr not the coboose wes fouling freight moin treck 2
and asgured th ot 1t was incto clerr. On rooching o point
sbout 100 feet from tne capoose he sa. that 1t wasg fouling
the treck cn which his train vas meving and immediately shut
off steam, Applicoe ths sir brekes 1n emergency and Sounded
the whastle, but the 2cecidoent occurrcd before the specd was
mater:~lly reduced. Engineman Moulten thorcughly understood
that sipgnal 52 was purcly o route signal, and thet 1t vas
necessary to prcceed under the reguirements of yvard-lirmit
rules, so as to be ablt¢ to stop short ¢f any oostruction.
Enginemen #gulton turth. . sccted th-t he did not think =
spwed ol 12 mi1les en hour 'as excceded betwoen lLower 180
and the point of collisicn, tnoere was other evidence, how-
ever, which indicrted thrt troin d-B 4 traveled this dis-
tanee of abcut 4,200 fcet 1n unc minute.

Fireman BHetfernen, of train N-B 4, stated that signal
<2 Wos disviiving & rrocecd indicetion and immedistely after
he called 1ts indication he began to work on the fire, Lhe
first intimation he had ot anything wrong was when Engineman
YMoulton shouted erc applied the zair orakes 1n energencr, ac
which time he egstimated the speced to h=ave bDeen about 1o
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miles on hour, the tccadert occeurring imnedisotcly ~fteroords.

Hend Lrakewen Lovdon wrs priazng, on the fireman's side
of the c¢b "nd shortly ~after passing sign~1l 52 he looked
secress to tover 23, "nd ooved ot the L ocrerman, 1ust as he
turncd ~round the cnfincmen sacutea, ~nd on looking shend
he srw the resr cnd of trerin O-L 4.

Conducter (Q'Laarv, of troin N-_ 4, s riding in the
caboose rnd ' s unat re of cnvthing vreong until the ccl-
lisicn occurrcd, at vhnich time he estirotcd the speed to heve
bean cbout 25 ri1les on hour. Flagm n start cstimatoed the
specd to heve ofen betweern 20 ond 25 wilas an heour.

Towerran Riley, loerted ~. towver 231, stoted thet
gshortl7y betcore the nccident Conductor LJurphy was in the tow-
cr end infor o him thot his trrin wes nto clear, nd
ingurred s tc hen 1t coulc depsrt. L5 (ngine 3379 uas
golng to truc wobir 1t ~e d2cided to lot train K-5 & pre-
code train Q-=r 4 and T: .rwmca Riloy accordingly lracc the
rouce over froaght mein v ek 2 ond tnen looked out of the
wincew end watched trein . -E 4 gpprorcning, aving to cne
of the irein-wcn wnen 1t wes boeut 200 feot cast of signel
5Z3 the first he uncw cof enything wrong was vhen tho ac-
cident coccurred, 2s from the window usu~llvy uscd by him
no could nct £cc the caboose of train 0-3 4. He did not
think the speed of train L-2 4 ypas <nv nigher thon 1s usual
while coming ur the gr'odce approsching the point of esceident.

Conductor ¥e™..d anc assistant Signol Ma-ntainer Stecl
veorg in tover 234 rern CGonducter Murphy came 1n. lMaintainer
Steel saad he heara Cunductor .aurphy inform Tovcermen Hiloy
in substance that orein O-2 wms 1nto clerr.  Cenductor
McLeod said thot cnmine 3328 was working steam just prior to
the zcceident and he e¢stimated the specd of the train to have
becn between 20 and 25 miles an hour =t the tawme of the
collision, ne did net hear gny ccnversation boitiveen Con-
ducter Murrhy crd TovermFn Riley as to whetherpegp nobt train
O-B & was into clear, bat he did necer the teover/toell Con-
ductor Murpnv that ftrain N-3 4 vas going tc 0e run gnead
of train 0-B «.

Si1gnel bpuperviscr Moore stoted thet a procced indi-
cation can be aisplaved on sigrnal 52 with a trein stonding
in 2 similar locaticn to that vkFich train 0-B 4 cccupled ot
the time cf tne accidont; there 13 nc sglectricel control tor
signal 52, sltrough avout 2 vear previously = rccom endation
vag made te interlock signal 52 eloctricelly » 2ta the g .atca-
€8 .
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Conclusions

This nccident was causcd by the fortlurc of Engincmon
Moulton, of trzim N=B 4 to operate hia train under propor
control within vard limits.

Engincmsrn Moulton admittcd he thorcughly undcrstood
that horme signnl 52 was purcly a rcute signel and thet vhen
it displaved » procccd indic~rtion 1t mercly meant that the
route was lined, #nd thrt 1t wes necessrry to procced under
the rceguircements of the yerd-limit rulc, preparced to stop
unless the treock wes scen or known to be clear. The ve8ther
wag clarcr ~nd 1t wes dnylight, while signal 5 was casily
discernible, he s¢'/ troin 0-B 4 strnding on track 10 but
assumcd th-t the crooose was i1ntc clecr of freight main track
£, znd when he dcflnitely detoermined otherwise 1t wes too
late to svert the accident. Hed he complied with the rulcs
this accident weould not heve cccurrcd.

The toustimony 1s to tnu c¢ffect thst Conductor Murphy
got off of train 0-BE 4 »s 1t passcd the vord office, aftor
wnieh he procecdea to tower 2354 end informed Towcerman Kilcy
that his trnin wos into cleer, apparentlv without knowvang
wheéther or not tnig wrs the cese. Had he definitely as-
certained the locrtion of the rear end of his traln 1t is
probable the towerman would not have cleered si1gnel 52,
in which event the ccident might nct heve occurred. i
clear signal could not have becn displnved hed the rocom--
mcendations -s to the locking of the signal with the swuitch
becen carricd cut.

Engaincman Moulton entered the service of this raillroad
as o Tircman, sugust 1, 1902, and wes promcted to ¢n, incman,
Scptoember 20, 191%Z. Cor-uctor Murphy cntored thoe sorvice
as n frecight brakecmon, CGetober 2, 1906, and was promoted
to frcight conductor, .ugust 3, 1911. &ll of the other cm-
plovees 1nvolved were olsc cxperacnced men. ot the Lime
of the occerdoent nene of thom hod becen on duty 1n violation
of any of thc provisions of the hours of scrvice law.

Rospeetfully submitted,
w.P. BORLu&ND,

Director,.



