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Xn re investigation of aoeldent en |h« Haw r«pk# * Hew Haven ft Hartford ftallroad, at $titna% 
Oonneoticut, on Hoveisber 10, 1018, 

Peoataber 26, 1912.. 
On Soveaber 16» 191S, there wee a rear-end eellislon 

between two freight trains en the New York, Hew Bereft A 
Hertford Railroad, nt Putnaoi* Conn., resulting in the 
death of ene eaployee end the injury of * oare-taker of 
ateek who was in the eaboos« of the leading train* 

After investigation I bog to subait the following 
reportj 

The &eeident ooourrsd about 4800 feet west of the 
pasesnger station at Futnaa on the Midland Division of the 
Sew Xor&, How Haven & Hertford Hellroad. at aoout lit89 
p. ». At this point there were no bloex signalg in use; 
trains wore operated under tha train order system, being 
spaced ten ninutes apart at open telegraph station*. At 
a point near where the aeeldent oocurrsd. known an fcodoo 
ke&ge* a watchman was stationed to look out for roeka on 
the traefe. He operated a a&jmal signal governing neth 
east-bound and wat-bound soveaents for a distance of 
about a quarter of a ail®, and he also spaced train* ten 
©mutes apart* 

there the aeeldent oaeurred the railroad is a double 
tracfc line running east and west. The eollialon ooeurrad 
on the east-bound track, at the east and of a out on a 
side hill. On the north side of th© traok the cut extends 
about 300 faat east of the point where the aoeidsnt eeeurradj 
on the south aide of the track there in a fill approximately 
70 feet deep beginning near the point where the aeoidant 
ooeurred, Looking eeat froa this point tha traefc is straight 
for about 240 feat; then it diverged toward the north in 
a two-degree ourva approximately T30 feet long: following 
thia curve the track ia straight for approximately B4G0 
feet, there la a desos riding grade for east-bound trains 
of about l«$d per cent. < \ 

On the data of tha aeeldentk east-bound freight train extra 410 HXfi, in charge of Oonduoter Bueanning and 
Englneiaait Kowry, and consisting of an engine and 41 oars* 
left U M t Hartford, Conn.» at 5?28 p. su# bound for Worcester, Haas. This train stopped on the grade about three-quarters 
of « alia west of ?%itna» passenger station aVmbout eleven 
o*clook, and tho engine was out off from [train for tha 
purpose of getting eo«l, water and sand, fchfVflafioeee stood 
Just seat of the out on the fillf approaching from the west 
It could first be seen at a point about 300 fset away froa It. 
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Oonduotor BucannJlag STATED that pit, and Engineman Howry 

bad agreed atop at this places that he HAD AO informed 
*lag»an a&llagher, «nfl that he direotfd tha flagaan to go 
baefe beyond tha curve n*ar Hodoo tadga* When the flagman 
left tht caboose. oarryln# a ahtta and a red lantern, fuseeA 
and torpedoea, the eoMuator started toward the head end of 
hi a train; aa he no arid the angina FCA looked back, and the 
flagman had DIEAPFHSARED around the ourve WEET of the Otxboose . 
fhe oonduotor rode O R the engine af far j|* THE tower at 
latitats, the englnenian* firoaan and head nrakeraan regaining 
on tha engine while LL took on oo«l# water and sand. 

&*tra 412, an east-bound freight jbiaf «it route to 
Worcester, In charae at Conductor srlo^on and Engineman 
Forbes, left 8ast gartfor* at 4s 85 p . t h e train consist­
ing of an engine and 13 w e * At Hasp ton, about 13 miles 
we FIT of Putnsta, ten c«rs W*w added, aajtlng a total of 26 
oar a* At this plaoe, after the train *§a ooupled UP, an air 
BRAKE teat «ae MAD* and all the brakea fn the train were found 
In good working order. 

S*tra 41@ left Hampton fit lit36 and proceeded to 
the half-BILE atretoh of straight traok Mat of THE point 
where THE aooident ecmirredU Here the ehfineaan and fireman 
aaw a <*hite light anas dlatenoa ahead j before reaching thla 
light the engine ran over too torpedoes* tight englneaan then 
eaw a red light signaling hi* to atop. ajyuamrad thie 
Bl^nal, and having previously aad© a light;|pplioation of the 
brakes on tha grade, he taadO « full aervlo* application of tha 
brakes, and than eaw the narfeere on the oabOoae around the 
curve. Ha oalled to tho fireaan and head brakeoan, and all 
three of thea Jumped FROM the ittfflne* Tho head brafceaan waa 
Killed and a oare-taker of etodk who waa in Ihe taboo ee of 
Extra 410 was Injured, The oabooee and a number of oara In 
Extra 410 were destroyed. The speed of Extra 41S at the time 
of the collieion waa eatltaatod at about 16 ailee an hour* Th* 
eollialon ooourred st aoout 11«8$ p. a* 

The investigation diaolosed the faet that Flagman Gallagher 
had gone baolc only about doo feet, froa the rear of extra 410* 
Hie train had been etandlng on the aaln traok about 40 rainutes, 
giving the flagman abundanoe of tali to protect M a train 
properly. Tho offloera of the railroad ooapafty suve failed 
to loeate Flagman Gallagher ainoo the aecidant • Re was wen 
onoe by gnglnea&n Ko*ry, but elnoe that TLM he has disappeared. 

8one of the employees involved in thie aooident was on 
duty contrary to any of the provisiona of the hour* of service 
l«w. Flagman Gallagher waa 94 years of AGO and had boon em­
ployed about two years an brakeaan and flaga&n* Ho had been in 
service Dotween E&st Hartford and Putnam one year and nine -



ffioncho. At the tiim of the maldrnt ho ha<3, been on fluty 
10 hourf? antf 12 minutes aftar a period off duty of eight 
hoars. 

thie rtocidont was e#us®d by failure af Flagon 
Otllnjgher properly t© protect hid train* Tfeore *ae no 
exCUBS far hie tfereliatlon of duty In this resist ae ho 
hnd ©lRple tijee PJR« definite ln&tmtotiono to protect the 
train* Had &n sdwquate block (Signal system ba«n In us© 
«t thia pairnt* the f.;ocld©nr; no doubt ftould not heve occurred. 


