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In ro Anvestigation of aceident on the New Xork, }

« Hew Haven & Hartferd Asiiroad, et Putnam,
Oonneoticut, on November ld, 1912,
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On Hoveabay 16, 1212, there was a Pear-end collislon
hetween two freight traine on She Neow York, New Haven &
Hartford Reilrosd, at Putham, Conn., resuléing in the
death of one euployee and the injury of & oare~Saker of
stook who waz in the vaboose of leading train,

Aftay investigation I beg to submit the folloawing
raporte :

The aecident cocourred sbout 4800 Feet weet of the
padsenger atation st Putnam on the Midland Bivision of the
Hew York, Hew Huven & Hartford RAsilrosd, at atout 11182
Ps M. hi this point thare ware no blaoi signals in uee;
trains were operated under the train order ayctem, beln
epaced ten minutes :g:rt at opan telegraph stations. A
& point near where acoldent sgeurved, known as ¥odoe
Ledge, a walohusn wap gfationed %o Yook aut for rocks on
the track. He opersted a manual signal governing doth
east=Dound and weat-bound movementas for a dlatancs of
‘shout a quarter of & mile, and hp ulao spaced trains ten
pinutes apart.

Yhers the scoident oacurred %he rallyoad Lz & ouble
track line running east and west. %he golliglon nacurred
on the sast-Bound track, a% the sast end of & out on a
side hili, On the porth side of tho traok the cut extends
sbout 300 feet enat of the polnt where the acoidsnt edourrad;
on the south side of the track thers 14 a fill aprroxisgtely
70 feet deep Deginning near the point swhere the acoldant
ogeurved, Looking seat from this point €he Srack s ebraight
for shout £40 fead; then 1% diverges Soward the north in
& twoedagree ourve appraximgtely tnotrlangg following
this aurve the track is atraight for approximately £400
foet. Thers 1g & desaanding grade for eiat-bound trains
of sbvout 1.20 paer aent, <

S . |

On the date of the agcident, sast.bound frelight train
extra 410 H X 8, in charge of Conduator Bueanning snd
Englneman Howry, and consia® of an sngine and 41 oars,
left East Hartford, Conn.; at 3128 p. m., bound for Yorgsster,
Mgsr. This trsin stopped on the grade iiaut three-quarters
of v wile went of Putnau passengey atation at -sbout e¢leven
ataloak, and the angine was out off from the (traln for the
purbcee of getting cosl, water and sand. - Sabogee atood
Juat eant of the out an the tlllg aggranaha froz the weal
it could £irat be seen 2t & point adout 300 feet away from 1t.
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Jondugtor Bucannifg stated Shat:R§ and Enginesan Mawry
had agresd %o etop st thia plaezi % he ha? a0 informed
Flagwen Oallagher, and that he diregtsd the flsgman %o go
Back beyand the ourve Resr Modoo Ledge, When the flagman
lelt the eaboose, earryipg a white afd & red lantern, fusees
snd torpedops, tha o duetor startsd §sward the hesd end of
hia traing as he noafdd the tnglnaght*lauled back, and the
flagman had disspneafed around the surve west of iho esbaase.
The eonductor rode on the engine ap far &s the tower at
Putinam, the enginemafr, riremsn ﬁd head Brakenan Penaining
oh the engine while t‘ took on onpl, waler and sand,
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Extra 412, an eaat-dound freight fpaln en route %o
Woroeater, in charge of Conduotor Erlgkeon and inemen
Forbeas, left Bsa§ Hertford at 4120 p.'%., the train eoneigt-
ing of en engine and 15 osrs, AL Hespton, sbous 13 miles
weat of Putnam, ten ours wers added, Waking & total of 28
Qars. At this place, aftel the teain was soupled up, an aly
brake test waa made and all the Yrskee §h the traln were found
in good working order. ‘

Extra 412 left Hampton &t 11126 p.'M,, and procesded %o
g4t of the point

the half.mile stretch of abepight track o

where Whe agaident ccourrel, Hore the elgineman ond fireman
eaw 6 white llght goma &iatanes ahepd} hcﬂ reaching this
1ight the engine ran aovey Sorpadoes, Zhe engineman then
saw & rad 1ight signaling him to etop. He sfewared this
signel, and heving previou made a light appliesation of the
brekes on tha grade, he uadd a& full serviod gpplioation of the
brakes, and than saw the n re on ths dshoges arcund the
curve. He oalled %o tha fipgiasn and head brghessn, and all
three of thea jumped from the éngine, The head brakesman was
killad and a gare-taker of etudk who was in %he oaboase of
Extra 410 was injured, The oabodee and a nurber of ocers in
Extra 410 were deatrayed. m?;%"d of Extra 412 at the time
af the eallipion wam estinated wé about 156 mils# an hour., ¥Ths

oollislon coourred at avout 11:88 p. a.
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The invostigation diegolosed $he faet that Flagmzsn Gallagher
had gone baok only sbout 670 feet from the rear of extra 410,

g train had Been standing on ‘mpin track about 40 ainutes,
glving the flagman sdundasnos of ¢ %0 protect hils traln
properiy. The offisers of the rallroad nompany have faillsd
to loecrte Flagmen Oallagher aince the aocldent, He was seen
onae by Engineman Howry, but eincs % Sima he has dlgpappearsd,

Hone of the emplayees involved in this aooidant was on
duty sontrary to any of the provialons of the houps of servics
l1sw. Flapgmenr Gallagher wne 24 yesrs of age and hzd been en.
played about Swo years as brskeasn snd flagmen., He had been in

gorviee botween East Hartford and Putnem one year and nine -
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z2ontha. At the tiwe of the zeoldent he had been on duty

10 houre snd 12 minutes sfter o period off duty of eight
hours.

Thie sacident was caused by Lallure of Flapman
Gallspher properly to protect his traln, Thoere was no
sxause for hls derellation of duty in this respect as he
had puple tise and definite lnstruetionsg to protect the
traln, Hed gn asdsquate block ailgnal system baen in uge
£% thia poing, the sccldent no doudb® would not have oocurred.




