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IVTERSTAIE CO.LERCE ClLISSION

RTPORT 0T THT DIRECTOR OF T-T 3URTAT OF SAFETY IF 3F
I"72STIZATION OF A0 4CTIDLYT WI7Ca SCOJROFD O
TAL CEF YORY, bk SAUVFS & HARTSORD 3IALTT 3DAD AT
PAOVIDEICE, R I , O OOTOBER &, 1057,

Tovew,er 1B, 1037
Tc tre Cor .1S8sion:

13
petiee . = Tiazynt tro delnes, couaolec,

Onn Octooser &, 1687, tnere was = rca-c—-end cclizsicn
1r- €12
on tad Jov Yok, wov Heven & Heltioid Fallro-ad ot

Frovideace, A, I., tue 7810 2., 1aces J611. GILVen 2af:d

meoin.o Lae rear-end 01 ooucwr frelgfalt trer., rTos lt-

147 1n sae doeta 27 one ¢ sioyes 210 tac injary ol Lvo
ec-

emaloyvels T F gccluents vas 14av
tron w1ta a rosresears=stive 5T tre P
1881001 o Rooyae Islernd.

vl =ued 1.4 con)dac-
lic Utilitiez Com-

]

Location ang wbaoc of ouerstbtion

Tiin acIicens wccdr.e€d oa tocc fers ¢f wat Piovi-
dence Dovielol extoudin petwecn Reedville Ti-lzferx,
les., nd Ausura, © I, a {ictrane of 3c.9% wiles, 1in
tae vicinity of tue po1-t ot acgcident To.s 18 g dounle-—
tr=ck Jline OVLr &2.Ch $L7.08 Are 01T ted 57 lae-1-0Le,
troin oruere and 2n suto. stic oloc.—-s1:nal orynTe . Tue
acciuent sccuried sitoli t.: yord limits of Provilience,
on tr cx 2, et a woint ~oods olo ferb west o: Atvall
Avenue Station. Eostboana autceetlc #1.1zl1s 184 0 end
133 2, t.¢ 31;0cls 1nvoived, P21c locsten 203r0XLl. v g1y
26 feey and 3,820 fuet, resorectively, stet of tie molnt
of cccidert, Taese s1 voels woled ¢1€ EOULPDLQ A1Ta 79—
proacn ligating, are of tne enclosed-alek tyoe 21d Gis-
play red, yellow, snd _,Teen for s%0p, causion, =ad pro-

ceed, respectively.

Approscn.n;,, t.e point of eccident froa Tuc west
t.ae treck 1s tensent for 1,40 feel, Jollusea Uy a4
1° 50" curve to tae Ti.nT Wwalc. exteace 5:0 feet to
the point of accideat ang far » conriderebl~ algivaance
becycnd T.et point. The grzde for esstdound trains 18
0.763 per cent descendiag to » pownt ~oout 250 feet eest
of gisnnl 1838 2, frow -.aica point 1w tepers 2ff Tor &

dictance of pocat 1,020 feet, end taca -t 18 U.15 zer
cent aeccending for o clet~.ce of 5,400 1cet TO tne
pownt of rfcnident.

I: vrs ook ~nd 32revatb ciloady o Toe TL-e of tae
accident, wnlch occcurrce =t 12.42 o.ia.



Description

The trains i1nvulved in tnls sccident were freight
trrin NP-4, consisting of ©2 ¢ars rnd a ceboose, hauled
by engine 3311 ond 1n charge of Conductor Carver znd
Enpgineman Gates; yard enzines 2454 and 2404, couplzd
amd 1n cnrIige of Enginemen withem ~nd Heury, respectively,
»nd freight trezin NU-23, cornsisiing of 729 coirs »nd 2 cabooL”
houled oy engine 3046 and 1n cagrge of Conauctor Silver
and Enginemen Bregdon.

Eastbound freight trcin NP-4, c¢n route from New
Haven to Providence, departed from Aupurn, R. I., 5.04
wrlleg west of Providence, £t 11..53 p.m., Qctoper 7,
recerved ceution end stop indications 2t signals 183 3
nd 184.0, respectively, =nd then proceeded slowly 2na
was ag21ln brought to o sto, 3t Brezyton Avenue ToweT,
0.54 mile west of Providence, as the home signesl ot
tnzt point vas aisplzyinz » 8t0oD 1ndication,

Factbound vard engines 24504 and 2404 n-d coup.eted
their periad of duty in the yerd 2t Auourn snd deprried
fiom th~t point, coupled, a2t 12.18 ».m , Octcoer B, en
1ot to tue en.1ne house ~t Providence. These engilnce
180 1ccerved ¢ ution and siuop 1ndicrtlens At slgaals
183.2 and 184,C rnd then procceded 24ac FeTo eg2in brought
to n stoo roout 250 fect 1n tae renr of tres:n WP-4 and
chout 63 feet e~gt of signel 184.0 While stonding et
tart point thnese engines were struck oy troin NU-2.

Eastbound freight train NU-2, en route from New
Hrven 1o Hev Bedford via Providcnce, pocssed Aubarn at
14.38 a.m.,, passed signel 183,23, walch vas displeylng
a coution 1andiecation, passed slgnol 184 O, which wes
displeying 2 stop indic¢aticn, 2nd collided witn the two
yerd englnes vnlle traveling =t a specd variously
egstimated to h-ve peen petvecn 5 rud 20 miles pcr hour.

The yard eagines vere driven snesd 3ad i1nto the
rear of trein HP-4, the cnupoose of ta i train beiag
demoliched ond tvo of the cors bring cderciled. erd
engine 2424 end 11s tender were aersiled to the left,
wille yard engince 2404 remsined uprigat, only partly
ders1ied, Engine 33465, of trein [IU-Z, stopped with 1ts
nead end spout 2830 feet bevond the point where 1% first
struci the vard engincs. Ileither the engine nor sny
of the cers in taie trein ves der~i1ied. The employee
killed wes the conductor of trazin NP-4.
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o sy of Eviwence

The strtemeuts of Enyinenr-a G-tes, Firemen Criter
"nd Heee Brolkewm-n Gali-nt, of tr-in JdP-4, were to the
effert tang s17a~. 138,44 ~ clasleying ° ceutilon in-
dicsation ~t tae time toeir tr-im vrosed 1t -~nd tart
signel 184 0 v-s cicol-yiag » 2to~ racicetion, ond
Bagincn-n 3-tes strted thnt the condition of the Toi_g
Voo not osuzn g4 V0 crase nuy difrficulty 1n bringing als
TIf1n to - stop Flagrien Joidzn steted ta-t he sawn the
aerdlizhites on tae y2ra englnes =25 those eazines followed
A1s tr 1n from Aupurn, end wn=t tney cere to a stop
penind nis wr-1m jusc cns8t of sipnal 184 O, Immedi=tely
vilar to the -coident ge wss sitting ot the desx 1n the
2oboose Fnd tne first knowleage ne nad of anytning
wiong w-s on he~ring scverel ganort blasts sounded on
20 engine raistle fg 2 verning of danger out tne accl-
Acnt occurred pefore he and “enaactor Terver coald
asccrtir the nature of the trouaole,

Tne stoterents of Fnginemen Witnaw ang Henry and
Frremen Holt and Barr, of yard engzines M404 nnd ~404,
voere to the effert thnt the visipirlaitvy .~& gooa ool

tast no difficulty vos experiences 1n J20RUIVIAE Bi.N3.
1adic=tions. The 3813 englnes were broaght Lo a &
in tne reer of troin P-4, 2ast cost of cilpne. 184,07,
and 2t tuls tiwe tuerc vms » Ted lentein ~na o whlte
Iantern, ligated, on tne rear end of t.c tender ol verd
ervrine 2404, The first xnov_cdge tocy 2=d o anytaing
WIOnE wWo8 about tvwo or ftaree minuten “fter taey steopped
vaen they Lhe~rd seversl snort biaoto gounded on tns
enzyine wunlstle of trein NU-2 -.d on ~ookin,” crck they
gay, tne acacalignt of th»t train just pcefore tuac accident
occulied,

Enginem~n Bra_aon, of trein NU-<, cstlim~ted the
gpeed of a1s frein 1o nove ogen 200UT <0 WM1les pET nour
28 1t ~apro~cncd srgasl T82.8, ynlcu Wos dlfpiaylhg &
~"AT10n 1aolcAtlon, on I8sc0i1lag 8 volnt sbout 20 or F5
car-lengtas weot of tuls 21 n9l he moge & 15 or G-
puand brose-plpe reduction, tror & FINin-Line DreEssure
of 77 pounds, wailch brought tne speecd of the trein down
to & cert-in extent, the cpeed begianing TO dislnish
"bout tae time the signal v=s peing npessec ~nu being
reduced to ebout 18 or 50 mi.es per hour. Ie thougnt
tuals rermction shouwld hrve reduced tne speed to @
crezter egtent ~nd therefore mode 2n aculticnn’ brake-
plpe redacvion, spauat 10 or 1o pounds, altnout oving
relecged, wanen Ln Lic vicinity of a sireset locaten
2 wroximately 840 fect enst of rigoncl 1823 2 3vL. L
ac thcugnt thet the oneed did aot sern to te 1odarew
#5 ruch g ghould hove perd the c-se snd on re=ching
- noint 2 zuaort cist-nce vest ol Grove Strect, loceted



s poroxia-tcly 1,040 feet vest 21 21 1l 184 O, Le opened

Loo reanderd, a2 (d w8 Trore-valve nordiC o eroand to tne

e T LRCY POSsn.til, 2% ¥ouc. tafc tie Fl1ogeouge T 13teT-

ed octicen 0 ~no &0 couJJ», v l.it t-e brake vaolve 1n

tarv Moelilon dantbit tre sooicot oorcorild, ~tochica tlue
cea vas azout 10 miles dr1 200 ¢ farc Thot

tuw B
1 .ae icmtion v her his
trfln persoed 1t -2 trot owe usd excoctea to find 11 Cle-
plaveng thnt 1adicatlion 11>Uuuch a6 t1lin2] 1od 2 wns dig-
pl=ving + ¢-atiouw 1adic-tion. Ti1-1acaa FBiodon otnted
tl-t tae ompine woeele dia ot Llice fad Y-t oL aile e
could not ~ccouat for tne {fritrize of tue ¢mersoncy ~1r-—
broge =matlention to glop the 1rein 11 vig hio opinion
taot owing to tue tao Lrevicus sorvice -~Julilcotilons the
decired cw ryzency ofleet wes 10t obvu=ined, FPi110T 10
thiz tire no ond exoelisnced no airificulty vith Tuc 1T
vroxec. Engineeon Braegdon furtaer otelec tu-t ne re-
taraed $o Jorg ~bout July ¥, 1987, ~iter a ving ofen
nff duty slnce Septenncr 14, 15458, -opronlu=tely 10
montlhs, Tole 20L0nCe 0EL2Y LCCS1onen DY Tsioson of
fectricel baras uc recelv.ow 10 L. 2evforerace oF duty,
And «t spoc-red tool sul oF tac cocturl Lo treotoa nam
for taesc 1njuries oloo g -ve

1 1e4.0 ¢y cispleying » stop L]

xeorin-tlion

L1t o opayficol e
cefore ne returesd to daty. Tav co o~uy' recs2dr ~Lls0
8.0vew tan6 Eacivcea Bi-.don w0t exen ned e to L
v1310u, color rurge -no L.emiln® oo Jaly 13, 1027, sua
A2 Jlven - poycrc~l cigainatiea oo July 138, 1wz,

T..2 stoteaonuts ol Condiuctor Silvez, Firesmen lsrion
He?d Brakenrn Corrivaille ~: o Flegren riltzsimmuonld o0& 60
the woy tae tr-1n vos nonulec en route, 1nclualn: tae
EYr-0rrKe 1L5Ppecilons Pal 53500e 2% VATLous points, prac-
tically corroborrted taoze of Enyirecen Bregdod. Tuelr
estiurtes =8 to tre spred 0f t. trein chen 1t oeos
Auburn reased from 23 to 35 wilces per hour, =ne thel
1 T
-1

'n

stimztes of t1iC uwecd jush pi to v.¢ =ocident
from 6 to 20 riles wver roar, taz minl um esTiuvate
the zspeed 2l the 11ae of tae -ccraent beia, made by
Flrehqn Norbtoa =»2d the moximum cetimese by toae conductor,
Conductor 81tver veg of the oplalon thet toe sonlication
of the o1i~kes .vge 1n tne vicinity of si1gazl 133.2 wac not
Te leaged 900 thot the erverconey rpelicstion wos ntieapted
et prior to the -ccident;y his firot kaowleccocye of 2ny-
t11n vTong wes tne suucen ghopoing of Tac trein and at
tast time 1% 78 nls lumpression tont » coupler a~d been
pullzd out of 7 ¢grr. Firewen Nprton g01d tu~t -0 cpoulzo-
tion o1 tne orrXec w18 woce at siycel 188.2, thou toc
gpced vas recucec 2nd taat o 3dconc Sitwicd policedion
von afterwaras. Jre euncinew=” rolled toe
ation o7 1 .ol lo WO vl<n 1t voe 8 or 10 cer-
stenlt vwc ploged t.e 2rrke-volve Iongic in the
EulTrency Mmocitiun M1 Icmenn M2orten entireton tue speed
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of the trrin ~t ta12 time to h-ve been bdeiue
riles per hour, 1t scecwed to him tua-t tae »
recponced to tue e€ner;cncy no3lic=ation to 3
tent, sltnou'n taeze v s caly - eli_nt exi-us
trhouglt tiae tr-in line wes depleted, -nd e toougat

n1e €agine woulc :erely couple to t.e y=2:d en_ines uitn-
out ¢rwrpe, 20t rezlizing tr~t ~n nccident hus 1nia inent
until his engine wog vitoin five car- chgtﬂu 2f the yoid
cngines. He s21d ta~t tae wertuer v-g dap =2nd hazy, but
not fuggy, -nd e did not tnink tlhe r- 1ls vere 1n the
ncst cundition for braking parcoses, Firveuon Norton ves
of the ovinion, howmever, thrt Sre a1r br-kes .orked
pranerly,

According to 2 report recde to tae guiperintendent
by t.e wester .echznic, tae br-kes 2n T2~ ceTs 1n tr2in
RU-2 vere tosteca moout 1C hours ~fier tne occurrence of
tne accident A~nd 8ll were found to oe 1n proper working
Dider wilth tae exception of tae oregLes on lre 7tn and
tlet cais.

foncluzsionsg

Tuls accldent w3e causcc oF Frilure of Faginensn

Bragdon, of tr 1n WJ-3, pro.crly to control tae peed
ol ais tIPln, 1m opedience Tl s.,.n2l 1nolcations

Under tre miles »f tais rrilro~d vaen & sipn-l is
1n tae caution nosition sn enflners. 18 reguired to re-
duce speed 3t once znc ceeed ~i Tissricted gneed not
exceeding 2T niles per hauz, orep~rea to stop -t tue
next signal. Tae eviucnce 18 to tae eifect tl.°t t.o
211 brokes vere 1n wrorer working Jider en route, wolle a
test wece efter the occurrcnce o tae eccident caoved
th~t they were vorking pronerly on all but 2 of toe 78
cors 1o tne trein. Uader t..Coe circiuusimnces 11 seeus
probable thot tac underiying reason for Tae eagineman's
fr1lure to stop 218 treain w-g tac feot tast re either
rlggudped tae rate of cpeed or elege delsyeld the trking
of effective epsures TovaTra OTL. 103 418 LT=1a to a

stop until 1t wnas too lete 10 -~vert tue 2czicent.

All of tre employces 1nvolved were exoncriencel mewn,
At tae time of tac epccident wzae of tner 2al been on
duty in violstion of any of tle wrovisiias of the hours
f service lau.

07
Resvectfully sainmitted,
W. P. Borl=ng,

Direcctor.



