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say m t . 
en April 3.9, 1918, taara aaa a r*a*«aa4 aolli-

alon tbe So* York. Hew &a*aa % Hartford taUraaft aa-* 
taaaa taa f m # i trala* aaar FflofM, Coaa., aaiaa ra* 
aalta* la ta* ia«ta af 4 aapiayaa* aad aaa lalery af 3 
*apiay*aa. **ta aeaiiaat v»a iavoatlgatftt Joiatly ay 
taa Pablie Stilltiae Oaaatastoa of Conasotieat aat taa 
lateratata €aaaaroa Oaaaiaatom, ffea W « f af ta* S a m i 
af B a M y aafcaa taa f*n*eia« report* 

Saat ©art af taa m*laad Blirialoa astasia* aa-
twaaa »Uitaatia aa* Yalaola, tea*, a tlstasaa of 66.6 
ailea, aaaa vfciofe, tkla aaelsaat ooaarred, la * do«bla-
traafc liaa OT-T af£a& t rules »ra op«r*t«d ay tiaa*taala, 
trala ariara, as* a aaaaal bloek ayataa* @a taia liaa 
taara are at aifjat m « blook aaatlaaa, ia* bloek la «^iaH 
taia &oai4aat ooottms* t»4ae 24.5 ail#a long. 

faa trala* iavelrai ta taia aaaiaaat * m aaat* 
aaaa€ fraigst traias, oatra 32©0» aai aaatsoaaft trala A»-4. 

Extra 3200, aaaslatlag of 34 oara aat a aasoa*** 
aaalai ay looom* tlra ?200, left C*d*r mil, Cos*u, at 12.35 

%*tl faa* aaa aaaa arriving at HuJaaatia, Crnifraa-
tor M a e l aa& itagiaaawra Saaial* wara plaew* ia aa«rsa» 
It laft miliaastta *t 1 i. April ISta* aa rout* to 
Fataaa, aaasafl feefrat, If.« aflaa aaat af Vflltaaatia, 
aa^ was streak ay trala AB-4 at « palat aaaat 3.100 f aat 
aaat of Poafrat station at aaoat 3.25 a. a., aaila raaaiag 
at a at aat of aaaat 1$ atlas aa soar* 

Trala AB-4. ooaeistlag af 29 aara aa* a essaasa, 
aasls£ ay leseaatlvss 330 aat 317. Xa aaarga ef tester 
Prltofeard aat sasiasaaa Cook aa* Corsair* laft last mart* 
for* at 10 p. a*, April 9. At Wtuiaaatfa taa sesiastor 
sat aaglsaaaa af tbi* trala raaatvafl aaplaa ef f**« B 
aaatlaa aart, n&tam ptat«4 ia part aa f©U«w»; 

Blook la aat alamr* l«a aay proaaaa at 1.40 
a. a.» *ltfe aaatiaa, axaaatlas to flad traak ob-
atraataa. 

Cmt^totora aad aaataaaaa reeatrla« tW« aara 
properly flll*4 aat aaa »l«n»d by taa alaaalaaa, 
aay praaaaa wlta taa trala aada? aoatrol fraparaa 
to stop saart af aay obatruotloa la tb« alaak* 



*ala %mim left mUJassste us 2.05 a* a., 1 soar aa* 5 
alaatee after tae deaartare at extra 3209, aad eoUlaed 
vita taa rear of taat traia walle ranaia*; at a epeed of 
25 or JO alia* oa 

Ires 330 as* 32? ftt approximately 260 
feat aft«ollidia€ wtth tae oasoeae of extra 3200 aad 

' iraed on*r oa M r sides, loeeaotlve 310 taralag 
sad faeia* the reer sad of trala AB-i, i M I * lo- • 

tft 327 aas tareea to tae right of taa trade aad 
«a the teader* of both leaoejetlres* B©t& loeeaotlves 
aerloasly das»«ed» She first fear oars oa 

of treia *S**4 were deral led aad praetfsaH? 
" " dag eight e*rs aero sot derailed, the awi 

derailed, am! tae reaalBiag of the trola 
~- the oar iaswdiatel* ahead of it 
3*9©, *fe© were ridlag la the eesooseef i m train, 

aad the flreaaa aad e»l»aaa of traia „ _ 
ta# landtag locoaotlve of that train. aere killed. 

_ the polat of eoeideat froa the 
there la a tsageat 3»700 foot ia lea**** hegtaaiag 
aeSst l#i00 foot west of aaa extending 1,900 foot Poafrot statics; taoa there la a l<-dejpree earve to 
flfjttt 1»7S© feat la lesgths taa eeUleloa oaea 
tale earve, 1,200 feet froa the aest ead. «hea 
tuelae rosea the taagest eMeh peeoea through remfret, 
eagiaeaea neve aa tmooat rooted riew ahead for a diet 
of 3,780 feat to tae hegiaalag of the 
afces trnlas reach that aarra, eaMaeji 
ted view af the tmeSe ahead for a distance of approximately 
1,100 foot. Beglaaiag at a polat ahoat throe aiies west 
of polat of oollisloa there ia a dseeeadlag grade of aaaat 
l# whlea eoatlaaes to withia aooat 1,750 feat of polat of 
eollisloa* Taeo there Is aa &*oendl&g grade of 0.9^ enleh 

to a peia* aooat 550 foot hesaai tae poiot of 
Hie weather at ta* tlae ' " 

3200 aeed oa extra 3200 favoured ia 
tlii* eoeldeot la oa© of eorerel as* engines reeeotly ee~ 
oared hy tae Sew Tot*, Hew Earoa a Hartford aailread Gee>* 
pear; aeaaaaa of th«ir vol get aad aaae, aalletia 
Ho* 14, teaaea April 3, reatrlotod speed of " 
tlrea of tals trpe to 15 alios per soar. 

_ Saaieaa of extra 3200 stated taat M s 
trala left niUaaatie at 1 a. a. aad stopaod taioo oft or 
learlas taero oa aoeoaat of tae aeoaaaieol stoker aot op-
eratiae. tjao first atop, ealoh coaatroed mim& 
aaa sjit at a polat «fceat tao sad e-ae-aslf aile* froa H I * 
llaaatie. tfee * * " " ™ f e S T f 1 r ^ ^ l ^ ^ # * ^ ^ o a « • 



-3-
t proeeeded; ) m » r , It had goae eheat * alio far-
shea the fir ass sals it aaa lapessihle to fire or 

' ~ taut the treta ae agaia atoffaa* It 
&&£ apoa snollitni. ta* stoker a 
edged la it. 8pea reaoria^ tao holt 

the stoker operated properly «ad taa trala agaia proceed­
ed, tae seeead stop aavi&g aaaeaaod about 10 aluut e«. la-
glaeaaa Baelals said test the rails vera slippery sad tha 
traia last erne tiae la aaesadlag the grades, oat tha trala 

Kfre* at a speed of eaoat 15 alios aa hoar 
_ the grade east of that atatloa shea it 

by trala AB-NU SO said he read bulletin So* 14 
at wilUaaatie, restrletlag the speed of the 32@0*«leaa 
eaglaes to 15 alios oa hoar, sad that at the time of me 
aooidaat the trala *as reaaiag at that 

Cook, ia ehsrge of the landtag 
of trala A3-4, stated thet at allllasatle he 
a esatioa oard, form B; apfroeeaiag £©afre* he asked tho 
flreaaa if the tree* aaa ele*r aad vaa laforaed that it 
aaa* *&ea he reached the taagoat exteadiag throagl 
fret ha released the air brakes ta order to attala 
sufficient to avoid ataliiag m tha hill eon* of 
shea he resetted the ead of the taagoat sad start! 
the earve he saw e marker oa tho left head side of the oa* 
heeaa of extra 3200 sad thoa applied tho air brakes ia ea-
orteaor, le did aot haow hew far away extra 3200 «as whoa 
he first saw it, sltheagh it mm hat a short dlsteaee, ead 
ho taoagat It aas aot aovtag whea~aaa eollleioa eeearrsd* 
the ©aly *p#ed rsatriotloas he knew of was a restrict!cm 
Of 30 miles an hour for freight trains^ He stated farther 
that he did aot, know of any special sjp&afl restrlotloas 
for engines of the 3200 class ̂ ai the aldlaad dlvlsloa hat 
aadonstood there were «Q>sed restrletleas for those 
oa tht Western seetloa. 

r, ia ehargs of tho 
giae oa trala AB-4, stated that whoa his trala arrived at 
Wliltaaotlc he reoaiTod a oaatloa oard, form 8, st&tiag 
that there was a trala la the slosh that had left wlili-
aaatio 1 hoar ead 5 a&autss previously bat fee did aot fcmow 
what trala it was, what slase of eagtaa was oa it, or that 
its speed was restricted to 15 ailes sa hoar. So said ho 
left muiasatle st 2.05 a. a* withoat eoasaltlag the trala 
register! ae did aot haow at what speed hla trala paaaod 

hat thoaght at the time of the oolilslea Its ep 
aot ia exoaas of 15 alios aa hoar* 8e said tha tarsia 

»rol shea it passed 
hare aesa stopped withia a diataaoo of 500 

ft was als aaderataadiag ahet uses a oaatloa oard, 
B, is gives a trsla orew they are expeeted to roa their 



train under control esaaotfag to fiad tae traek 
So fold ha had seea a balletla reatrietlaa^tha^ooead 
3 » eXaaa engine* to 15 » H e a 
that am eaglse at that ©lass aaa oa 
he aeaid here haeaa that the speed of that traia waa ra» 
etrioted to 15 atlee aa hoar ead m i d h m hoea g# 
seeerdiagly* So did aot think the englaessa oa the 
lag sagiae waa working atoam at tho tttsa of the oollleioa 
tad ho aaa stoat to ©pea the throttle es the seaea 

he aaa the eaheoa* of extra 3200 a chart diet 

mteherd of trala *S~4 stated that 
teawtag WiUlaeatie he read a haUetia wnleh stated 
Kgtaea of the 3200 olaaa weald aot eseasd a aaeed of 

15 alios aa hoar, aad the operator laforaed %glB<sa*a dee* 
sad hfaaelf that extra 3200 had loft mu&saatis at 1 a. au 
aad was la the aloek ahead of the*. So said ha fcoew ax* 
* m 3300 aaa being healed hy aa eagtao of the 320© olaaa 
sad taoagha that feglneaaa Cook seeored the sctse informa­
tion frots taa operator at miiaaatie. Whoa his trala 

a polat a littl* west of Ablagtea it passed a 
" freight trala ead he saw soaa oae oa the 

rat thoaght it aaa the asaal ealotatle 
trola erewa, sad ho replied to it ay 
tteh he had ia hta head. So said he old 

hear aay blasts of the whistle frop that trala. Re 
hla trola psased throagh foafret ahoat $9 a&les 

aa hoar, sad fait the application of tho sir are*** shortly 
before the aaoldeat 

Sagineasa Forbes of aoateoaad trela atatad 
that aa ptmmA extra 3200 a ehert dlstaaea west of aaiag* 
tea ead ia a short ai&e passed train AB-A aad estlaated 
that the two trains were about aaa alio apart* % * 
aariaa of short hlsste of the oagiae whistle he 
to sail idle attention of the mmmmmm of traia 
to the feet thst his trela waa oiaaaly faUowiag 
traia aad eaald aot say at** eertalaty whether ale signal 
waa aaawarad hat ho fce^rd oae blast of the whist 1* 
that traia. 

of trala SA-3 steted that hta 
traia paaaad extra 3200 sad AB-4 aear aaiagtoa sad noted 
thst they were only ahoat oae ails apart, lie said ha 
went eat oa fee rear of tho eeboese udth a white light 
sad gave tha »sa oa the rear of a stop sigaal sad 
ho thoaght they answered his signal far he saw a flesh 
of light froa the oehoose eapela* Ho 
passed hla at s speed of 25 or 30 atiea aa 

Operator Kelly stated a*** extra 3200 left K l -



liasatls at 1 a, a* sat mpm t»« arrival tsars ©f AB-4 

aaarly at taa ataar as* of th« blook. Sa sal* a* ka«v 
sxtr* jzm was tola* tenia* by oaa of tfea -J909 olsaa «a* 
gtao* aaa taat ita sosafi waa rastrlats* ta 15 atlas aa 
aaar # aat salt tsars was a bulletin postad at milaaati© atatlag taat taa aaaat of «o glass af taat olass «oal* ta 
rsstriots* ta 15 alias aa boar; bat aa alt aot say aay-
talaa to taa arav of AB-4 aaoat taa aaaat af astro 320©t 

altaoas* ta a?«rh*ar* taa *»£ufci*tor aat ataiasM af AB-4 
talking naost extra 3200 aat itllt tbay tit mot asstlss 
tts seas* at aat as taia elass af loooaottva aeisl* naV aa 
aaa sara t&ay aaaw taa alaas af aagiaa taat maa aa taat 
trala. aa* taat aaoal* bars latlaats* to tarn Its aaaa* 
rastrf attorns. Ma sal* m a t all tals*raf>& offloas bstaaaa 
ailliaaatie aa* Fataaa vara aloaa* froa 7 *• a. to ? a* a* 
aiaoa aaoat *aaaary U , m t . 

Superlotaa*aat Aatlay state* taat daring taa 
<Jaytiaa tsars aaa twalva opea talagraos offloas tataaas 
ttiltaaatla aa* Walpolo, a tlat aaaa of 66.6 alias, aa* 
taat eight af taas* a m a s s ara alesa* at aigfet tiaa. 
8a sat* taat tea loagaat block aa taia aaatloa of ***** 
la aatnaaa ̂ llllaaatlo aa* rata**, a tlataas* of 24* f tll^s, 
taa iat*rsa*lat» of fleas being aloaa* at at git. «&«B a 
trala la ssaitta* to aa ooea&is* alas* taa mwm la glras a 
aaatloa ear* aa* taay ara sztsata* to raa tbalr trala sara-
fally, axpeotiaf to flat taa traoir eosasss** 

%gSs* Dispatofeer ysokses stats* taat ta oosts* 
all ballatfas raoaira* batwasa ? a* m. aa* * ». a« oa taa 
board at las* Hartford aa* sails as soul* tot rsaaU aaat* 
Sag aaUatls So. 14, as *1* raaaU rsealvSat a bulletin 
rsatifatiag *t® sp«a* ©f class JWO aafiaa* aa* »** aara 
be as* posts* it. 

Heraaa ffhitt, a aigiit olark la tbo sagiae tiapatetar's 
of flea at a*** Hartford, stats* taat aaglsaaaa #oot raa* tha 
bulletin aoar* la at a prassas* aetaaam f $00 aa* 9 U 0 s. aw, 
tarll 9, tat ta soul* aot say «&ata*r or aot sallstts So. 14 
was ooata* am taa aoar* taaa. 

t&sjxaral Superintendent Woodward statedta** taa 

as &** ta* 
astro 3209 \ 
2*45 a. a., 

3200 still M a s la *H« % 
a** at ii&oa ata* asctra 
at taa otaar aa* of m a 1 

f a n a. oa aoooaat af 
<*k; trala AB-4 laft at 
iaas aaoal* ears aaaa 



traffic batwaa* WillSataatle aa* Putnam si*** taa 
af eartala f***«m**» trai** aat baaa ooafta** sl­

ant irely ta f**i«b* trnffie aat taara war* 
®sr trains la taat bloek at aigbt tlaa «&*a taa 
ar* alaa*** law***r, aa aaaa of taa £rat**t traffia 
taa Shore Umm a©at* Is to oa tlvart** to taa altXaa* WL-
vision, ia erdar to await **lay to taaaa trains aat ia or-
**r to run taoa aloaar tog<5ta«r with safety, a* salt taay 
expect** ta pat oa agaitleaal oearatora batwssa Wllliaaatlo 

aat also aaat of 

$&* ttrat aaaa* of t M t aooftaat aaa ta* fallara 
of InglasHaa Cook aat Corsair aat ComSuotor Pritccar* ta 
asarat* tbair trala «a**r aoatrol. after raoeiriag a 
oar* stating taat ta* biook art 

taa rulss gowwsaiaf trala operation, a trala 
rsoaiwlag « aaatloa eart la raeaira* ta prooss* aat or fall 
control prapars* to m%®w short of a w obstruction ta taa 
blook, irrsspaotlv* af mm langtfc of block or say ***** 
r*strictlona prasoriaai by aaHatta or ot&arvfa*, aat r*~ 
gar*l*as of ta© parie* of tlma tbat aat alspaos aiaoa mm 

of a praostlae taataf taa iaaarativ* oaty plaoa* 
a ©raw of a following trala Is to proeo* only it 
as the track la aaaa or taaaa to as ®l**r* 
M a r tba rules, both sajla**** aat taa 

of traia 4B-4 wars squally rsspoaalsl* far aa* operation of 
ttair train, mmm, their tmia laft liUlaantle all af 
all of taa* ksaw taat ta* bloek am*** mm easupia* by a 

trala, aavise a******* a aaatloa *»r* apprli 
of taat fast* Hallo ta* ra^ttlraaaat of tit* rules 

taat aaa trais to op erst «* tfcrau£fe to* bloek ai 
troi was aamtatary apos ©eta aaalaaaaa aa* the 
tor, taa aa*** of the trala aaa at all tt*aa tirsatly aa* 
tar the aoatrol of %glaaaaa Cook of taa laatta# a&glm*, 
aa* ha was also la taa bast posltloa to late* *»**a*r or 
aot the trsln mm ****? aoatrol as repair** aat *©«1* be 

aftata rang* of vision, m&lm atgtsaasa Cook 
of ala trala *** only stoat If 

?omfrat, taa awi* 
It aaat bars aaaa, running at a 

at taat tiaa 
ta aawa aaaa aaoat 30 atlas par 

i, aftar passlae Foafrat statioo taara was a oa 
; tasaaatiaf grata for a tistaaoa af 1,450 feat 

t&aa aa aaaaatlag gratfa of -9 par aaat for a 
af 1,?59 f**t to tits point atara AB-4 straak ***** 
salon la ta* aaaa ttraatioa at ta* rat* 
of aaoat 15 alias par boar; aa* ta* fore* of tb« aolllsloa 

to saasa aatarlal ****** to botfe t3 ' 



cl reuast, &no*s it eaa set as considered taat traia 
waa beia# operated aaaar control aad Sagiaemea Seek waa 
particularly at fault far hta f&llars ta properly eoatrol 
taa spaed af aia train. 

There la aa eoaeXasive evidsase that the eagiaeasa 
af tr^la hmew what traia aaa la the alee* ahead or 
tact it waa belag healed by a typa ef laeee^tlre whleh 
was restrteted ta 15 alles aa hew* Hid either af 
thea by aay ehsase lesrsad froa the trala register, or 
the conductor, operator or dlspmteher, that the speed of 
the p^reaadtag trala waa so restricted, -they sight here 
proceeded threagh the block at redaaed speed or they sight 
hero beam aore alert to discover say obstruction oa the 
traek ahead. Bat area if such lfifematloa hsi beee sup­
plied thea, it could aat have sade aore binding or affee-
ted ia a w way the ahsdLata reo^irsasst that a trala being 
operated aader a action oard a&st "proceed with th* traia 
aadar control prepared to &%mp short of aay obstruction 
ta tha alee*.* 

a elreaastaaee whleh oeyoad ^aeatie* coatrtbut sd 
to thJa aeeideat was the leagth of the block la whlett it 
occurred, fha iaveatlgatts» disclosed that extra 3200 oa* 
tsr-d this block «t Wllltasstie at IsOQ a* m „ sad taat 
trsia 13*4 eat3red the block at 2s05 s. or 1 hoar sad 
5 alaates later, under a oaatloa card* ead the oolllsloa 
eeearred approximately 20 alios east of Wiiiiaaatie at 
*b©a* 3*25 s* a. theder saoh eiroottstsasas the sdvaatagea 
of the block system as s method of ofersti&g trsias ere 
practioslly aalllfied, sad it is ©avloasly impossible to 
opera a tretaa with safety sad dispatch. Under aay air-
easetflsees* rales provided to iaaare the safety of tida 
operetta* ahowld of course be rigidly enforced sad obeyed $ 
sad ia order to provide sgstast the reearrease of sieiiiar 
accidents the operstlag of floors of the Mm Baves Railroad 
shoald establish a wBffieieat hasher of opes block offices 
m this section of track to provide blocks of reasonable 
leagth sad reader svailahle the advastagea of the alao* 
system whf eh. waa noalaally im off eat* 

all of the employees Involved w^re experienced 
aea with good rewords* *t the tfcse of tha sceideat the 
area of trela JJ-4 had h#ea oa daty aheat 6 hoare. 


