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IN RE INVESPIGITION OF AN ACOIDENT WHICE OCCUINED
OF TEE KEF TORE, HEF EAVIR & BARTTORD RAYLROAD
NEiR Pourmie, OONN., ON APEIL 10, 1918,

¥ay 20, 1918, ’

On April 10, 1912, there was & Poaresnd solli.
sion on the New York, New Havem & Esxtford Eeailroad be-
tweas tyve freight trsiss uear Pomfyst, Conn., which re-
sulted in theé desth of L smployess sud the y of 3}
ployess. THi® scoldent wiz lnv=atigated Jeintly by
‘the Public Usilities Commisaion of Connsetiomt and the
Interstate Comnerees Cammission., The Chilef of the Buresw
of Bafely mnkes the following reporti

7 Thet part of the NMidlsnd Pivision sxtending be- E
tween ¥{llimantic snd Valpole, Comm., & Slstumce of 66.6 -
miles, upon whioh this accldent cveunrred, is s dcuble~
traok line over Wloh treins ars operated by tise-table,
train orders, snd & menual block aystes. On this line
thers are at night Cive bloak seetions, the dlock ia whiah
this aselient osourred bdng 24.5 miles long.

The trains involved in this eccident wers saste~
bound freight treiss, oxtrs 1200, and exstbound trein Ab-L,

‘ Pxtra 3200, consisting of I oars and & oabooss,
wﬁﬁiewtmm,xm&&x%ii‘ﬁgqnﬁgﬁ
Paiey April 9th, - upon arrivisg 11;& ¢, Condud-
m&mmmmasmﬂmmmm
Tt left ¥illimansio at 1 a. um., Apptl 10tR, en route to o
Putnom, posesd Pomfret, 19.8 nﬁaa st of Wiilismntie, A
snéd was struok by trals AB-L at a point asbhomt 3,100 fost

east of Pomfret station at sbout 3.25 8. %., while rumning

at s spred of about 15 siless an hour,

Train ABe4{, oonslsting of 29 cars and s csboose,
hauled by losomotives 330 and 327, in charge of Coaductory
Pritokard sand Englnemen Cock end ¥, lafh ¥uat Bart-
Pord st 10 p. m., April 9. At ¥illsmsntle the ecadustor
and snginomen of this traln recelved coples of form B
geytion eard, which stated In part as feollows:

Blook is ndt elesr. You may proceed at 1.40
&. m., ¥ith eantion, expecting to fiad track obe
strusted.

Condyotors snd sngincmen recelving this card
properly filled out and signed by the sigmalman,
BAy proceed with the traln wnider control prepared
to stop sbort of any obstruetieon iz the Viosk.
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This $reln left Wilinentie st 2.05 a. B, 1 hour spd 5
misutes after She departure of extre 3200, and eollilded
with the rear of that train while running at a speed of
2% or 30 miles an hour.

Losomotives 330 amd 327 van spproximstely 260
feot aftsr colliding with tha caboose of extrs 3200 snd
then tarnsd over on thelr sides, locomotive 130 Surning
around snd feolng the vear ond of train AB-i, while lg- -
capotive 327 was throwm to the right of the tyrask and
betwesn the sSenders of both idvomctives, Both locomotives
were sariously dasmaged. The Tirst four e¢ars on the hoad
sad of traln AB-i were derailed snd practioally dest *
the following oight ears were not derailed, the next five
oars ware derailed, and the remaining of the train was not
damsged. The esdhoose sad the car immedlatsely ahead of it
on extrs 31200 ware destroyed, The sonductor and flagaen
of extra 3200, who weres ridiag in the caboose of that trein,
sud the Tiremsn snd brakeman of treism AP-4, who were o
the losding locomotive of that train, were killed.

Approaching the point of accident Prox th= west

thore is & tungont 1,700 Teet in leagth, beginning at e
point 1,200 fest weat of and extending 1,900 fest sast of
Pomfret station; thea there 10 a _Surve to the
right, 1,780 feat in lengthi the osllision caocurred on

8 surve, 1,200 fest Trom the west ead. ¥Fhen sastdound
tralins reach thes tangent which p2ases through Pomfret,
mpiasmen Beve an unobstruoted view shend for s dlistmnce
of 1,700 Tout to the begloning of the l-degree surve, and
when trains reash that curve, stigineasn have sp wnchatrIne~
ted view «f the trzok ahead for a dlstanoce of spproximately
1,100 fsast. DBegiusning st & point zbdout three miles west
e; point of colliision there iz & deseeonding grade of sbous
1% whtoh continues to withim about 1,750 feet of point of
solliston., Then there is an aseending grade of 0.9% whieh
eontiness to a polat abemt 550 feot beyond the point of
sollision. The westher at the time was sloudy.

Losomotive 3200 used on axtra 3200 imvclved in
this scelident 1a one of several nsw engines resently se~-
cured By the New York, New Haven & Hartford Eailread Come
pany; Dessuse of thelr welght sand whoel base, bBullstin
Ho. 14, Sesusd April 3, 1918, restriotasd mpeed of locomo-
tives of this type to iﬁ niles per heur,

Enginemsn Danleks of sxtrs 3200 stated that his
train left ¥illimantio st 1 2. =. and stopped twiow after
leaving there on scocount of the mechanieal stokwer not op=
srating. The first stop, which consumed =bout 20 minutes,
was made st & polnt ~bout twe and chne-hslf miles from Wil

Limsutic, The crew were upedle $q £ B2e. ke 1o 95
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»man sald it was lmpossible to fire by
] - Thst $the trals be sgain stopred. It
wag therefors stopped and mpon sxamining the stoker &
loose bolt was found wedged im it. Upon removing ths bolt
the stoker operated pro and the train sgain procsed-
od, the seoond B snsunsd aboat 10 xinutes,. in-
ginemsn Dinisls selid that the rails were slippory and the
treia loet some time in ssoending the gredes, but the traln
pessed thyough Fomfret at e spred of aboubt 15 miles em howur
sad wvas asomnding the grede sast of that station when {t
rae struck by train AB-i. Ee salé he reed ulletin So. 1%
at ¥illinantic, restrieting the speed of the 3200-cless
mgines to 15 miles an hour, and that at the time of the
sccident the train was running at thst speed.

Znglinesman Cook, in charge of the lesding engine
of train AB-i, stated thst st Willimsmtie he recelved
s ceutien eard, form B3 aporosching Pomfrot he asked the
tireman if the treck wns olear aund was Inforsmed that It
was. W¥hen he resched the tangent extemding through Pem~
fret he releaszed the elr braskes in order %3¢ attalu spesd
sufficient to uvold stslling on the hill esst of Ponfres;
when he reached the end of the tapgent snd sturted arcund
the curve ke sow e merker on the left Band eide of the: on-
hoose of extra 1200 snd then appliad the alr bLrakes iz e
erzency. BHe 414 pot know how far awey extrs 3200 wasr when
he Tirst asw it, slthoupgh it ==3 Wat « short distance, end
he thought it was not moving vhen the gollisien occurred,
The only spead restriotiona he knew of was a restrictionp
of 30 miles an hour for freight treins. He staibad faréksr
thet he did not know of any special spesd restrioctions
for angines of the 3200 class on the HMidland division Dut
méamstood there were jpoed restriections for those englnes
on thas Westermn seotiocm.

mgm Coranly, in charge of the segcond en-
glne on t AB~f, Btated that when his trsin arrived st
¥iilinautic he received s emution ocard, fors B, sisti

that there was & train in ths block that had left Willi-
nantic 1 Bour sad 5 minutss previcusly but bhe 414 not know
whet trein 1t was, what olass of engine was om 1t, ar thay
its speed was restricted to 15 niles o bour. He s4did ke
left ¥illiuentio at 2,05 a. 2, without comsulting the trainm
register; he &i4 not Imow at what speed his traln passed
Poufret, dut thouzld at the tize of the eolliasion Ite spesd
wes Rot In excess of 15 miles an howr. He sald the Himin
was under gontrol whea 1% paszed Pomfret and ¢ it
sonld have been stopped witbhin s distence of 500 -

It vas his understanding that when & caution oenrd, form

B, 1s given 2 train ovew they ars expeeted to yun thelr

tralin proeesded; however, it had gone shout & mile fure
ﬁu’i?ath i
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trein under control szpecting to find the Lriek ebsirusioed.
He suid s had seen a bulletin restricting the spesd of
3200 clasz engines 30 15 miles an hour, ond had he Inows
that an engine Of that olsss was on the preesding $raim

he woulid have known that the apeed of that tralin was re-
strioted to 15 miles an Bouwr ssd wonld have bDesn governed
neoordingly. He 4id not think the enginemsn on the lead-
ing engine wes working steam st the tice of the oollisien
and he war about to open the throttle on the nesond emgliae
vhen ke suw the suboose of extra 3200 a short distance sway.

- Condugtor Pritohard of trsin AB.] stated thet
defors leaving ¥iilimentie he road & bDulletin whieh stoted
$het sugines of the 31200 class would not s spasd of
15 allies an hour, and the operator Ianfufmed nansy Cook
snd himsell that extyrs 3200 Bad left Willimantic st I a. =
and was in the block sheald of them. He sald he new o3~
tra 320 wan %&ﬂiﬂ by sn enzine of the 3205 olams
and thought that ensa Cook sesoursd the same informa.
tien fyom the opsretor st Willimentio., Yhes Ms train
reached @ polut s little wost of Abington §t passed &
wosthound srain and he saw some one on the eaboose
wave 8 lantern but thought It was the uwsual salutatien o~
ehanged Dotwemn trailn and ke replied to it By mawve -
ing » 1ishted mateh he had Bis hand. BHe asld he £14
ot hear any blasts of the whistle from that train. He
thought his trein passed threugh Pomfret sbout 30 miles

e hour, and felt the applicztion of ths sir brakes shortly
bafore the ascoldent ocourred,

Baginemsn Forbes of westbound train Bi-3 steted
that he passed oxtrs 3200 a short distance wost of Abizng~
ton and In = shors time passed traln AB-L and estimsted
Shat the two trains ware about one mile spart. By »
serises of short hlasts of the ne whiszstle hs endsavored
%o call the attention of the : af train AB-i
to the faot that Ris t7aln was closely follewing sacther
trzin end oould not say with sertainty whether his algnel
:;:&W but 2e heayrd cge blast of the whistls from

rain,

Comdnotor Melound of trein Ri-3 stated that his
train passed axtrs 3200 and ABe-i near Adington and metod
that they were only sbout one mile spart. He said he
want out on the rear of the cadbooso with & white light
and gave the =an on the resar of AB-, & stop sigoel and
he thought they answered his slinal for he sew a fleah
of light fro= ths onboose oupola. He thcught Straln AB-i
pacsed him st a apeed of 25 or 30 miles an hour.

Operatar Kelly stated that extra 3200 left Wil
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1fnantic at 1 2. m. wnd uwpon the arrival shere of AB=y
he gave the crew & caution eerd, fors B, on scooumt of
extra 1200 stil]l bedng Iz the blook; trala AB-i left st
245 8s Moy 5t whioh time oxtra 3200 should have Hemn
noarly at other eand of the bloek. Be £81d he Inew
extre 3200 weas Deing hauled by ome of the 3200 class enw
gines and that its sheed was rostricted to 15 miles an
hour, and sald there was a bulletin posted ot Willimantie
stating that the speed of eagines of that aoleszs would de
reptriocted to 15 miles am Nour; but he 414 mot ey any-
$hing to the orew of Al about the speed of extrs 3200,
although he overhsard the e nductor apd siglineman of Ab=i
$alking sbomt extra 3200 ang while they 414 nst sention
ths spesd at whieh this class of looomotive could rum, he
was sure they kaew the glass of engine that wns on that
train, sud that should have Indicated to Lhexn 1ts spoed
restriotions, He sald that all talegraph offices hoteesm
willimantic and Patnam were closed from 7 p. 3. $0 7 8. M
since sdout Jemumry 14, 1918, )

Supsrintendent Astley statsd thot duriag the
daytine there are twelve open tslegreph orfices bHetween
¥iilimantic and Walpole, s distsnce of 66,6 wiles, exd
that olght of these at?ianf are plosed 2t alfght tiaf :

He sald thut the longest bloek on this seotlion of traek

iz detwesn ¥illinantic and Putnam, 2 2ictmnes of 2..3 stierg,
the int srnediste offices Deinc elosed at afght, Then =
train ls adnitted to a3 oocupled Dloek the eraw is given a
gaution cord and they are sxpseted to rum their tinin enre-
felly, sxpesting to finé ihs track ocoupled.

Ingine Dispatober Jeckson stated that Be posted
all bulletins rsceived Dotwaen 7 8. m. and 6 p. n. on the
bonrd at Zast Hartford apnd »hile he oould not regell post-
ing dulletin No. 1li, he 414 recsll recsiviag = Wlletia
restrieting the spesd of class 3200 emgines snd was sure
be bhad ponted it.

Herman ¥hite, & aight clerk in the sngzise dlspatoher'a

office at East Hartford, stated thst Eagineman Cook reed the
vulletin doard ia his presence betwsen %2:30 and 3110 p. B
April 9, but he eould Bt say vhether or not Wmlletin Bo, iL
was posted dm the dosrd theam.

:Ggneral Superintendent Woodward statedghst the
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trafTic botwaen Willimentlio amd Fotansx simoe She discon~
tinummes of certaln snger tralns hed bemn gonfined al-
most entirsly to gt tralfic and there were no peosE~
gar trains in thet Bloek ot night $ime vhen the officen
are olosed,. However, as some of the freight traffiec from
ths Bhore Line Zoute {2 to be diverted io the Hlidlemd Di-
vision, in ovrder to avold delay to thoss trains snéd in oy~
der to rum thom aleser togother with safety, he seld they
expuated to zut on additional operators between Willimantio
snd Putaam and alsc east of Pulnam.

The 4direct esuse of thieg accldent wes the fallure

- of Emginemen Cook and Corssir and Copnduetor Pritehard to

n T
B .

aparate thelr treln under control after recelving a caution

card atating that the block waz nol olear.
- Upfer the rules goverainz train operation, a traism

receliving a cauticn eard is reguired to procesd under full

etmtyol prepared to stor short of any chstructiom in the
h}.oeﬁ frruspective of the length of Bloek or say speed
restrictions prescribed by mlletin or otherwiss, and re-
gardless of the perisd of time that hed »3 siuve ths
departure of & preveding train; the impprative duty placed
uponr & orew of e following trais is to at sash
speed as the track 12 sgeen or knouwnt t& be olesy,

Under the rules, doth emgintmen apd the sonduster
of trzin AB.) were egually respousiblie for ths operatiom of
thelr train. Then thelir trein left Wiillmantic ail of them
gll of them knesw thet the blook shesd was casupied by a
preseding $rain, having received s esutlon eard apprising
them of that feset. W¥hile the reculrement of the rules
that the train Be operated thwough the bPlosk under con-
trol was mandstory upon both emnglasmen and the gonduo~
tor, the spoed of the truin was et all times directly wm-
der the contrel of Epginemen Cook of the leading emgine,
end he wam also in the bdoat position $o Judge =hether or
a0t the train was under eomirol as reguired and eould be
stopped within range of visilon. Wille Iginesen Cook
clafmad that the spesd of Bis treain was only abous 15
uilss sn Bour vhen paesing through Poufret, the svidenes
indleontes thst It must heve Desn rusning 2t s mumoh higher

rate of spesed. The speed st that time was eatimated Dy
the sonductor $o bave besn about 30 milse per hour. Fure
thermorye, sfter passing Fowlfret stetion there mas a ond
per eent Zeoscend grade for & distanss of 1,450 fset

aad the en = grade of .9 per cent for a distance
of 1,750 Taet to the point where AB-{ struck sxtra 3200,
which was then reaisg in the same dlrestion st the rets
of about 15 miles per hour; aad the force of the eolllision

Tiolent $o eause material damage %o &
i‘:’égtﬁm e s e e e nder These
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eireusstences 1t esa not bs sonsidersd that train AB-4
was belng opersted unier oofitrol nnd Saginessn Cook wae

partienlarly at fault for his fsilure to properly eostrol
the speed of his train.

There 1s ne econolusive svidenas that the anglineman
of trais AB-i kuew what troin wse in the bloock shead or
that It was delng heuled dy a2 type of lovomtive whieh
was restristed te 15 miles sn hour. Had sithsr of
them Dy any ohanoe lesrnesd from the traln register, or
the sondustor, operstor or dizpatcher, that the speed of
the preosding trein wer 30 restrieted, they sight have

od through the hloek at M»ﬁs&u&wﬁw

ve been more alert $o dlseovs? sany obetrucstion on the

traok sheed., But even i snch infermation had besn sup-
piisd them, 1t eculd not have made mors binding or affed-
ted i3 any way the absolute requiremenmt that e train being
operated under & seution o=rd must “proeesd with the trals
under centrol ureparsd to stop short of sny ohatruetion
ia ths blioek."

4 eireumstance which beyond u<stion sontributed
to thiz esocldent wee the length of the bhlock in «hilab &t

s« The investigation discliceed thed extrs 3200 ane--

ter<4 this dlock =t Willilzmentic st 1100 a. m,., and that
train AB-i entored the Bloek 3t 2:05 &, ., oFr 1 hour snd
£ minutes later, under 2 csution card, and the osllision
ccourrsd approzizstely 20 miles sact of ¥ililmantlie et
sboat 312% a. m. Under such sircumatences the advantagss
of the block systom ss a method of opersting treins ave
practically pulilified, and it $5 obvicusly impousidble %o
opare ¢ trains with safsty and dfispateh. Under any alr-
cumat anoes, rmlies provided to insure the cafety of S$man
opsration should of course be rigldly saferced and obayed;
and in order to provide sgainet the rsourrencs of simllary
scoldents the t officers of the Now Heven Rallresd
ghoulsd establish a | sient numbsr of copen bloek offices
s this sestion of track to provide blecks of reaacnadle
length and rendsr avallsble the advantages of the bhlock
system which was pominally in =flect.

All of the smsloyees involved wore exporienced
men with good rasords. 4t the tizes of the zcoldent the
erow of traln AB= hud Deen on duty adowt 6 Rhoyrs,
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