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INTZRSTATE JOLUJERCE COLLISSION

RZPO®T OF THE DIRZCTIOR OF THE BURZLU OF SAFETY I4 RE
INVZSTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT VHICH OCCURRED ON THZ
UE% YORK, NZW FAVEW & HARTFOID RAILROAD NJAR HILISID.,
LASS,, OI° OOTOBER 12, 1827

November 18, 1937

Tc tne Jommission

Cr Qctche~ 13, 1927, thoere vas 3 derailwuent of
o frcizht train on tne ¢ w Yorxk, dew Haven & Hartiord Fail-
road near Hilluide, uJrse , resultii, in tae death of one
erployee and tue injory of onc crploy.c.

Iiocation wurd m thod ¢f operaslion
I d

This accident occurred on the Wrentham Bronch of
the Provicence Division, extending betwzeu Horwood Ceniral,
w8 , and Vglley Falls, P. I., a cistance of 23 35 wiles,
1n ithe vicinitly of the point of acciuent this 1g a single-
track line over whicl 1rains are opcrated oty tive-talle,
trair orders ard a "enual olock-signal system. The derail-
rnont occurred at a point about 7,700 feet west of the
station ot Hillside, avpvnroaching this mo1nt Irom tac east,
bepinning at the station, the track 1g tensent feor a dis-
vance of 1,925 feet, folloved by a 1¢ curve to the left
1,707 feet 1n lenzth, tne accident occurring at the lcaving
end of this curve The grade 1s 1.1 per cent descenaing
7or vestbound trains. The track 1s laid with 78-pourd
ralls, 30 feet 1in lenzth, with an average of about 135 Lics
to tre rail-length, ftie-dated and cellasted wmith 3and nc
gravel

Although tho weatie:was clear at the tiuwe of
the accident, whica occurred at about £.45 o.m., 1t had
rained unusually 2ard durin,s che forcnoon.

Descraintion

Vestbound freipht traln extra 2680 consisted of
five cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 260, and vas
in char.e of Conductor Vizor cnd Earinérman Kccenan., This
train 1loft Horth Attleboro, 2.26 miles wast of Hillside,
at 2.30 p.. , and was derailced at a point apout 3,700 feet
weet of Eillside siatlion hile traveline at a speed catirated
0 have been btetween 12 and 20 miles mer Lhour



Ingine 260 togs2ther —ith 1vs tznder and tae
firet car 1 the train were deraitled to the south and
caire to rest on their left siace, parallel with tne track.
The employee killea wrs tne cngincman

Sumiary oi evidance

Tireman Lillic stat:d that Le reporteu for duty
at 7.15 a.u, the day of the accidenl znd that 1t rained
very hord until aboul noon, batv that 1t was not rainirg
when the train departed from Nerth Astleboro. He was
riding on the left sice of the vnziine with the head ecrake-
man, vhen approaching the point of cccident end he s-2d
the onsireman hod cautioncd {them to look out for washouts
The srecea of the train wns akbout 20 miles por hour, steam
havir: tecn shut off and o lisht arr-brake aovnlication
having boen made to centrol tae zneca of {the train on itha
descending grage, ' hen he saw ~ wasnout, on the left sidc
of the track, juct as the cnrine rvrchLd 11, Tre rosult
»as5 that nonc of the three cmployces on the enzine hnd
time to ot 07Ff Leoie 1t vas der11lod. Firemen T11l1.o
fu tr.r statea thot vhen possin: througa the 2,800 fout
cut 1mwacailpotely weast of the point of accidint he cia not
netrce any unusunl flo: of =ater in the ditch on the 1.1%
s1de ot the trocs, ner oo there any ladication ¢i a v "sh-
outL

Hu-d Brokenan Svriacdo said the entineran hac

cmarkea "That looks lixe a vachout Lack therc!, Hecod
Brokomnn Hurtoco then look.d wown end sav Wwotor up to
the ¢nds of the ties, with a suift current, aftcr rica
he turned azrourd and leckod boek alony the left giwe of the
troin to sec 1f the cars passed that moint i1n safety, and
1t was ot apbcut thiec time that the eccident ceccurred
Fip oth.or statemontis vere similar to thore of Firceman Lillie

Conductor Vizor who 1,28 ridinz in the 03booqu
t1d 2 lizht ap»olic tioca of vhe nir brakes wes made
oL
e

L

nortly before t e pceileent occurred, and he eptimu vt the
peed of Lhe train at the tirme of the accident to have been
coutl €0 miles por nour. He hod noticed wnter 1m the ditches
L ecch ~i1de c¢f tne tr@ck, wut he hod not noticed any water
on the treck, oft r the rcecident, !ovever, he =a. ater on
the trock and on hoth 1dﬂ" of 1t »t the point of acccicent
fonductor Vizor nad handluc traing over tiiz territory at
virTiour tiwmee during toe pact 10 or 15 years anda he sa1d this
voo bhe fir-t tame e oo over seon n tashout at this point,
¢chrt ne 1-d not ontaicip~tcd ony ivrouble from wagheuts, ond
toot e did rnot bave mny conver-nabtion 1t Enginemen Foonen
1. e atd to treek conditiong before dupdrtlﬂa Troa Nortih
Atileooro, the st -ten.rte of Rrakeran Roorngy ond T'i-2 an
Supulisu, cho wore ol riding 1n tre coboose, adhvelencd
nothias edditionel of 1vmorizice
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Scctlon Fo*vmun lanecini g1~ted th=s 1t ars
raining ligntly ononv on® on aaty at v : 1., th> aay of
tr oceildent, thst 1L rorned very hard for wouwul an aour
aurin” tne forencon, ond tont 1t gcitormed r31ﬂLng STOULC
nocil. T.v 3vetion foieuan MowTolleC tae trocl. enst of

No th Agtliboro, 015 sectivn oreeadang from Ploanville,

0.00 wi1le cmat of Uoitn aitlaoore, te Adewcdal. Junction,
4,50 ra1ler 7megt thereof, (rd Trock clger Poerdue poatrolled

tie srocg est of North attloburo, incluading Lo point of
“GCclcunliv, viile the oo roctlon labLorers reralned 1m tne vocl
nodass ¢ North Agtleboro. Sseticn Foreman Monclnl cala

th t during the gre toer pert of the forcenoon he was locoted
ot Pleinville -ng thot he d:1d ot swe Trocknelk r Poeraue

from 7 1 o until 2bout nuen, at shic: tilwe he met the
vroclhele.r Nt tn: ool rouce ond woo i1afioracu that condi-
1205 eI 217 ri ont woet of Horth Attl poro Sccuion

Forcw ™ lMancintg Farthor wt-toda th-t & nod nover had any
roaile from  ashcocuts ot the pnint hore Whe accident oc-
cucrrcd, bhad never and ogceoelon tC urve slov orders issued
To cocver th t rection of track, ana th-t, Balvert 970

Te t en~p of whe point of ~coideont hind 2lvn vo nroviddd
~docurte Griiaoze tor woter 1o toe cut

[

Tracki1l™er Perdue zt-tod th-1 waen e stritoa
cat to p-otreol the trnck o tihe vorning of the cccilont
rv ¢ ud Lk zculvert ¢ st o verce to.e wceident cccurtcd
wotecout O oLl oana ot Vhot tiawe the culvert wes ole I,
coentoining no oclooa, gtJan, te., ond 1t yvas takiual ccore
of the wﬂcgr Tlo. 1ne fror the south gide to thoe nerth =ide
of tlhe track. He then vrocceded 1o Adpasdaole Junctioen c~nd
01 1g rveturn trin Mo oa_rivod ot the moint vwhwre the
acciaent ~ftar ords cccurred ot nbout 10 oL, AL ED1Z 11w
1T 1t s Tawnlng vory hore ana tor omtLr vas At leecst 2
e + 1

oot deep 1n the witces ca . goat’ cude of thic trnck
grvilng gloze 1o the wenda of the taeg, " 1t o a/irong current
.olch whg carrvias lo~voee, bionchos, cte., 1lon“ 1t 1T,
Wwalle he alg. sov o couple of cld tics flo tiny past him,
Vo thought that thin con 1t10a was sofe, ho over, cven
t2ou.2 il raine. for onciiner aour cnd & half aftcr,‘rdc
F: remnlned 17 this Vicinlty oo.ut one-half Lour, 2c.ever,
2uC taon started T erd Lo tocl hulCL, but oelore 1 ochlng
th~l polnt 1t begar o Taiu very hord, and ne went 1nsico
LA sbotien nt Eillside rrnd roazined there coesut one-lelf
hour, ofter r.icin he proce Aed to t .0 v:.1l suss, 1¢ Cchilng
toet point ab-ut noon, Trockelkor rordue ot oted Wiot ne
Teplibee o 3ection Forere., dancini thet ove sything ves
all rizet rnd toet thoere " or2 ne whnlcouss o ~ncunt to
“nytniaz, just o fou hole-c, 2lco thet tacrre a3 a 1ot of
3T rurmine on cacn rice cf the tro ou, nt ot Dolnt eI
“woocer.ont ~ft.r ~rJo occurred, and e = 1d the -~¢cticn
crenng trhen told hiw to -0 dn o t, thi~rt point thur dinner
roci.all T Perdue Zrad tlot e 7t o tia to cowply viuo

A ~

here ngtructiona and oo re-calice ~ point ne d f“r‘bb o
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nst of Hillgaice, Mhen
Mencinil orraved

1™ point and informed

Metcalf's Cut, located chout 1F wiles e
extro 2680 prssed him Scetion Foreran
wh1le ~e as doing sorg wincr vork at ¢
Lim of the eccadent.

s
1
1

The land oa the soutn side of the track, east of
the culvert peevicusly usentlioned, 13 cut-over pacture land
VAlen €Xoenas bock sone aistance from the track ond slopes
sradu L1y upward from taeedae of tae 2,800 foot cut, with
toe roesult thnt the netural drainazc of this 1and 1s toward
the edre of the cut. In ovrder to carc for this drainage

n the wicinity of the centrel porticn of the ~ut there 1s
g d1.cern 1muedlotely inside of tvhe fence line which carrics
the vacer to a point orvosite iLhe culvert ond then turas tc
the vortn or ri ht ana le~fs directly te the culvert, tacre
15 218¢ another citel along the gi1de cf the trick carryiag
the ratcr from the cut tovrard Lhe culvert. Divislon Engl-
reer Ruff said lIie recoched the point of accident less than
twd aours after 1ts occursrence and/tlet time there were
irn.lcationg thet thece had beeca an abrormal volume of mater
for wne culwvert to handle, for at a point vest of the culvert
1t appvared tht the " otuer hnd been over the track, while
~t the approximate noint of deroilient the ballast had kecn
wasked out from under the track to the extent of about one-
on1lf of tne smmge of the track, to o depta of cbout 10 1n-
¢ ea under the ends of tne tice:, this condition extenced
for o victance of about 200 feet, wost of hich was 7oou
~f the point where the engine ca.e to rest., Mr Rulf caid
there was a smoll brock flowing tnrough some WoOCs gulie @
Cistance back from the track, on the south cr uphill gice,
On account of the svanpy cenditicn of the greund at the
T1ro ¢f hia 1ngpection ¢f this orock he had been undable o
ascoertaln 1ts cutlet, but he saic hc thourht 1t wac on the
other side of the nil! and that overflow vater froo this brock
would not reach tre reilroaa trock vrxeent at ) peint about
500 Tcet wert of the point of acc.dend

The reoorcte ¢f the reather burcau at Frovidence,
R. I., 10,29 milecs frcn Hillotao, shevod toat L.94 inches of
rain fell between 4 o ... zuc 13 J'cloclh noogn, nesrly two-
thirds of which fell caring %o lass tvo acurs. of the period
mentioned.  While tonir was cowsldored 29 oY eXCaElIlVe Taln-
fall, 1t further appecred to é on Auwsust 24 there vas a rain-
f211 of 2.46 inches "1t%17 o p riod of only cne hour, and
cn the train sneets covarieos what day tagre verce scveral
notations of washouts and otiigr bad track ¢ mritiong at
various polnts 1n end near Providence, but thieré was no
nototion of any difficulty 2t tlie poilnt of the aczicent
nere under investi~aticn
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Conclusions
Tr1s accident wae crarcd by & waohout,

The gtateaents of the rurviviag rcubors of the
crew who were on the engine indileated that the washout woe
not sccn until abcut the time the eangine reached 1t and
th t the engine e derniled before any of them had a change
0 get off. The stoterents of the division enginneer were
to the e¢ffect thnt he founc the b-linet nad beon wached
out from under the track to the cxtent of about onc-half
the zouge of the track and to o depth of 2bout 10 i1nclieg,
Crcfinarily the roater floving 2lony the scuth side of the
rigsht of way 1s carried under the track ot a culvert
located severnl hundrecd feet east of ihe point of cacicdent,
thi1a wotor thea fleowing ovay frow the trock on the north
s1¢e thervof, but on the doy of the recident the volune of
vetoer Geliverel by the twvo ditches was o larze throt the
culvert could not handle 1t, =1th the result thet 1t florec
rtonir the coutn side of the trerc. beyend the culvert and

nancc out the ballast t2 the exient ¢khove i1ndicated., In
vier of the foct thit vithin the precedins twvo wonths tasre
had been o rainfall of ccensider:bly graater intenslty mich
Iad not ecaused trouble 2t thic point, 1t woulc secn apnorent
tirt there -usi Lave hecn scre¢ unusucsl con. 1tion o account
fcr the volure ¢f 'ater " hich resaltel in the occurrence of
tai1e aceldent, and 1t 185 possible 1t ¢can be accounted for
by a towpcrary cuoaruwing of the trock locacec 1n the 0048
gcue c1stonce fror the trock, the giving way of this wan
causing 3 rudden rush of accurmulated rater. Roegardlrsg of
the source of the water, hewever, 1t would apperr thut
Tr-cxalger Percue did not properly inforr Section Forcron
Mancini concerning the concditicng he hed observed in tae
1...0021%e viecinity of the porint of accident, had he .one

B0 "n. hod tne secticn foreann acted promptly upon receint
of euch 1infor mtion, taere 1g little Coubt wut that the
acciaent weuld have been prevented.

All the erployees invelved were experienced 1en
2t the ti1-e of the accident nore of then hed been on

uty 1n vieclction of any of tne previsions of the nourg
of ~crvice law,

all
N
C

Beopectfully sub attad,
W. P. BORL.ND

Director



