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I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E C O M M I S S I O N 

R E P O R T O F T H E D I R E C T O R O F T H E B U R E A U O F S A F E T Y I N R E IN­
V E S T I G A T I O N O F AN A C C I D E N T TJHICH O C C U R R E D ON THE N E W 
Y O R K , N E T H A V E N & H A R T F O R D R A I L R O A D , AT H A R T F O R D , CONN., 
ON A P R I L 4 , 1935. 

J u l y 3 1 , 1925 . 

To the Commission: 

On A p r i l 4 , 1925, t h e r e was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i ­
s i o n b e t w e e n two f r e i g h t t r a i n s on the New Y o r k , New Haven 
& H a r t f o r d R a i l r o a d at H a r t f o r d , Conn . , r e s u l t i n g m t h e 
d e a t h o f one e m p l o y e e . The P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s Gon.Y>ission o f 
C o n n e c t i c u t p a r t i c i p a t e d m t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i ­
den t . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the H a r t f o r d D i v i s i o n 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1-̂  m i l e s e a s t o f H a r t f o r d p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n , 
on t h e eas tbound t r a c k o f a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e , 1,344 f e e t 
w e s t o f t h e p o i n t o f the f r o g o f t h e g a u n t l e t t r a c k o v e r 
t h e C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r b r i d g e . A t t h i s p o i n t t h e t r a c k i s 
l o c a t e d on a f i l l o f 12 t o 14 f e e t , t h e r e a r e no t r e e s o r 
s t r u c t u r e s m the immedia t e v i c i n i t y t o o b s t r u c t the v i e w . 
The g r a d e i s 0 .19 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g f o r eas tbound t r a m s . 
A p p r o a c h i n g from t h e w e s t and b e g i n n i n g a t a p o i n t a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 4 ,000 f e e t e a s t of H a r t f o r d p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n , the 
t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 2 ,306 f e e t , f o l l o w e d b y 
a c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t o f 3 ° 4 4 ' f o r a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 700 f e e t t o t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . The c u r v e con­
t i n u e s b e y o n d the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t n e a r l y t o t he w e s t end 
o f C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r b r i d g e , the t o t a l l e n g t h o i t n e c u r v e 
b e i n g 3,1C1 f e e t . T r a m movements on t h e eas tbound t r a c k 
a p p r o a c h i n g t h i s b r i d g e a r e c o n t r o l l e d by a u t o m a t i c b l o c k 
s i g n a l E 9 8 . 6 and eas tbound t r a m movements o v e r t . ic g a u n t ­
l e t t r a c k on C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r b r i d g e a r e g o v e r n e d by 
s e m i - a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l E 9 9 . 0 , l o c a t e d 3,117 f e e t eas t o f 
s i g n a l E 9 8 . 6 , c o n t r o l l e d from an i n t e r l o c k i n g tower w e s t 
o f t h e b r i d g e . 

The t r a i n s i n v o l v e d m t h i s a c c i d e n t ;rere two 
work t r a m s which e n t e r e d upon the eas tbound n a m t r ack 
b e t w e e n s i g n a l s E 9 8 . 6 and E 99 . 0 a t a s w i t c h known as the 
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Morgan S t r e e t c o n n e c t i o n , l o c a t e d 1,384 f e e t w e s t o f s i g n a l 
E 9 9 . 0 , R u l e 509 p r o v i d e s in p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

"A t r a m or e n g i n e e n t e r i n g the n a m t r a c k 
b e t w e e n b l o c k s i g n a l s , must p r o c e e d t o t h e 
n e x t s i g n a l , o n l y as t he way i s seen t o b e 
c l e a r 

Tho movements o f t he t r a m s i n v o l v e d w e r e 
w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s . R u l e 93 p r o v i d e s m p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

"Second c l a s s and e x t r a t r a m s must move 
w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s p r e p a r e d t o s t op u n l e s s 
t h e m a m t r a c k i s seen or known t o be c l e a r . " 

The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t about 7.06 a . m . , at 
which t i m e t h e w e a t h e r was c l e a r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

On tho m o r n i n g o f t h e a c c i d e n t e n g i n e 351 , 
o r d e r e d f o r 6 a . m . , was moved w e s t w a r d on t r a c k N o . 1 from 
Eas t H a r t f o r d roundhouse t o Morgan S t r e e t c o n n e c t i o n , 
h a v i n g p i c k e d up t h r o e c a r s and a c a b o o s e . A t Morgan 
S t r e e t c o n n e c t i o n i t made a c r o s s o v e r movement and p i c k e d 
up f o u r more c a r s from a y a r d t r a c k . E x t r a 3 5 1 , c o n s i s t ­
i n g o f e n g i n e 351 and seven c a r s , *7ith Conduc tor D i c k e r s o n 
and Engmeman Brennan m c h a r g e , l e f t Horgan S t r e e t c o n ­
n e c t i o n a t about 7 a . m . , p r o c e e d e d eas tward on t r a c k 2 , 
and came t o a s top b e h i n d a l i g h t e n g i n e , s i g n a l E 9 9 . 0 b e ­
i n g m s top p o s i t i o n due t o a p o r t i o n o f a wes tbound 
t r a n s f e r s t a n d i n g on tho g a u n t l e t t r a c k on C o n n e c t i c u t 
R i v e r b r i d g e . W h i l e s t a n d i n g a t t h i s p o i n t t h e r e a r end 
o f e x t r a 351 was s t ruck by e x t r a 1 2 9 . 

Engine 129, r h i c h was a l s o o r d e r e d f o r 6 a . m . , 
ran l i g h t from East H a r t f o r d roundhouse , backed i n on the 
M o r e ^ s t r e e t c o n n e c t i o n , and r e n a m e d t h e r e u n t i l t h e 
s w i t c h i n g movements o f e x t r a 351 had been c o m p l e t e d . A f t e r 
t h e d e p a r t u r e o f e x t r a 3 5 1 , eng ine 129 s v i t c h c d a caboose 
and a coach from one o f t h e y a r d t r a c k s a t Llorgan S t r e e t 
c o n n e c t i o n , r e p l a c e d on tne ya rd t r a c k t h r e e or fou r o t h e r 
c a r s which i t had been n e c e s s a r y t o m o v e , then c o u p l e d t o 
t he coach and c a b o o s e on t r a c k 2 , and at about 7.05 a.m. 
e x t r a 129 , w i t h Conductor C o s g r o v e and Engmeman B u r a i c k m 
c h a r g e , p r o c e e d e d e a s t v a r d ; i t ran Q d i s t a n c e o f about 800 
f e e t when i t c o l l i d e d . n t h e x t r a 3 5 1 . The speed o f e x t r a 
129 a t t h e t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t was about 10 o r 15 m i l e s 
an h o u r . 
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The c o l l i s i o n r e s u l t e d i n the dea th o f one 
w o r k - t r a i n e m p l o y e e , t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f one work car and 
c o n s i d e r a b l e damage t o t h e caboose o f e x t r a 3 5 1 , and 
s l i g h t damage t o e n g i n e 129 . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

Engmeman Brerman, o f e x t r a 3 5 1 , s t a t e d t h a t 
he s t o p p e d n i s t r a i n w e s t o f s i g n a l E99 .0 a t about 7.03 
o r 7 .04 a .m. and t h a t t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d two o r t n r e e 
m i n u t e s a f t e r w a r d s , 

A c c o r d i n g t o the s t a t e m e n t s o f Conduc tor 
D i c k e r s o n , Flagman H i l e and Brakeman L e v e n s , o f e x t r a 3 5 1 , 
t h e y were i n tne c a b o o s e when t h e i r t r a m came t o a s top 
nea r s i g n a l E 9 9 . 0 , Conductor D i c k e r s o n was w r i t i n g at 
h i s desk , Flagman H i l e and Brakeman Levens w e r e m the 
c u p o l a w a t c h i n g the s w i t c h i n g movements o f e n g i n e 1 2 9 . 
From t h e i r c aboose t h e r e was a c l e a r and u n o b s t r u c t e d v i e w 
o f t h e Morgan S t r e e t connection, and t h e t r a c k be tween t h a t 
p o i n t and t h e i r c a b o o s e . A f t e r e x t r a 139 l e f t Morgan S t r e e t 
c o n n e c t i o n , Flagman H i l e s t a r t e d back g i v i n g s t o p s i g n a l s , 
and he g o t back about 125 f e e t from t h e r e a r o f h i s t r a m . 
As t h e e x t r a approached he saw Engmeman B u r d i c k r e a d i n g 
s o m e t h i n g , a p p a r e n t l y a t r a i n o r d e r ; h i s s t op s i g n a l s w e r e 
n o t a c k n o w l e d g e d , and as the eng ine came n e a r e r he shou ted 
t o a t t r a c t Engmeman Burdick* s a t t e n t i o n , Engineman Bur ­
d i c k then l o o k e d out but t he e n g i n e was s t i l l u s i n g steam 
as i t p a s s e d Flagman H i l e . Conductor D i c k e r s o n , h e a r i n g t h e 
shouts o f Flagman H i l e , came out o f t h e c a b o o s e and saw 
t h e f lagman about t h r e e c a r l e n g t h s a^ay running bacK 
t o w a r d the a p p r o a c h i n g t r a m ; the engmeman a p p a r e n t l y was 
r e a d i n g a t r a m o r d e r , Conductor D i c k e r s o n g o t bacjt about 
one oa r l e n g t h when the engine o f e x t r a 129 p a s s e d h i m . 
He though t steam was shut o f f j u s t as the e n g i n e p a s s e d hmi . 
Brakeman L e v e n s g o t out o f t he c a b o o s e j u s t b e f o r e t he 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

Engineman B u r d i c k , of e x t r a 129 , s t a t e d t n a t 
h i s v i e w o f t h e caboose o f the p r e c e d i n g e x t r a was p a r t i a l l y 
o b s c u r e d b y c a r s on an a d j a c e n t t r a c k and p i l e s o f t i e s 
b e s i d e t h e t r a c k , as w e l l as t h e f a c t t l u t he v a s f a c i n g 
d i r e c t l y t oward the sun. Jus t as he s t a r t e d from Morgan 
S t r e e t c o n n e c t i o n he r e c e i v e d a t r a m o r d e r ^ h i c h r e a d as 
f o l l o w s : 

"Eng. C . N . E . 129 works e x t r a 6 .50 a .m. t o 
4 .30 p . m . , be tween Eas t H a r t f o r d and Trapp­
i n g p r o t e c t a g a i n s t e x t r a 3010 e a s t a f t e r 
8 ,30 a .m. and a g a i n s t e x t r a 3010 w e s t a f t e r 
3 . 30 p . m . n o t p r o t e c t i n g a g a i n s t o t h e r e x t r a 
t r a i n s . 1 1 
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Engineman B u r d i c k s t a t e d t h a t he i m m e d i a t e l y 
r e a d t h i s o r d e r a loud t o t he fireman, and w h i l e d o i n g so 
h i s t r a m moved f o r w a r d a d i s t a n c e o f s i x o r s even c a r 
l e n g t h s . A f t e r r e a d i n g the o r d e r he f o l d e d i t up , and he 
s t a t e d t h a t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f f u l l y 500 f e e t a p p r o a c h i n g 
t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t he w a s l o o k i n g ahead but saw o n l y 
sovao c a r s m a t T a n s f e r t T a m w h i c h w a s s t a n d i n g on t r a c k 
1* He s a i d he d i d no t run by t h e f l a g m a n , d i d n o t s e e t h e 
c o n d u c t o r , t h a t he saw the caboose o f e x t r a 351 b e f o r e 
t h e f lagman shou ted , i m m e d i a t e l y a p p l y i n g t h e b r a k e s , and 
t h a t the f lagman was n o t back but o p p o s i t e h i s e n g i n e when 
i t s t o p p e d a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t . He s t a t e d t h a t h e was h o l d ­
i n g the f o l d e d t r a i n o r d e r m h i s hand when t h e c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d , 

F i r enan Dwycr , o f e x t r a 129 , s t a t e d t h a t h i s 
t r a i n moved f i v e or s i x c a r l e n g t h s w h i l e Engineman B u r d i c k 
was r e a d i n g the t r a m o r d e r a l o u d . A f t e r w a r d s he was on 
t h e e n g i n e deck and had no w a r n i n g u n t i l t h e engmeman 
c a l l e d t o him j u s t b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

Conductor C o s g r o v e s t a t e d he handed the e n g i n e -
man ' s copy o f the o r d e r t o the f i r e m a n j u s t as h i s t r a m 
was s t a r t i n g eas tward on t h e m a m t r a c k , he then g o t on 
the c a b o o s e . He s a i d t h e r e was an u n o b s t r u c t e d v i e w from 
Morgan S t r e e t c o n n e c t i o n t o t he p o i n t where t h e r e a r end 
o f e x t r a 351 vJas s t a n d i n g and he knew o f no r e a s o n why 
Engineman Burd i ck c o u l d n o t h a v e seen t h e c a b o o s e o f e x t r a 
351 had he been l o o k i n g ahead . 

Engmeman F o l a n , o f t h e y a r d t r a n s f e r t r a i n 
w h i c h was s t a n d i n g on t r a c k 1 j u s t e a s t o f t he c r o s s o v e r 
t o Horgan S t r e e t c o n n e c t i o n , s t a t e d t h a t w m l e v / a i t m g f o r 
e x t r a 129 t o c o m p l e t e i t s s w i t c h i n g and c l e a r the c r o s s o v e r 
he w a s on t h e left s i d e o f the e n g i n e n e x t t o t r a c k 2 ; from 
t h a t p o i n t he saw t h e c a b o o s e o f e x t r a 351 a f t e r i t had 
come t o a s top wes t o f s i g n a l E 9 9 . 0 , and i t was s t and ing 
a t t h a t p o i n t "Then e x t r a 129 d e p a r t e d from Morgan S t r e e t 
c o n n e c t i o n . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

Th i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e o f E n g i n e -
man B u r d i c k , o f e x t r a 129, t o m a i n t a i n a p r o p e r l o o k o u t and 
t o b e p r e p a r e d t o s t op b e f o r e o v e r t a k i n g a p r e c e d i n g t r a i n 
a f t e r e n t e r i n g upon t h e main t r a c k be tween s i g n a l s and w h i l e 
o p e r a t i n g irr i thm y a r d l i m i t s . 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d t h e f a c t 
t h a t Engineman B u r d i c k had a c l e a r and u n o b s t r u c t e d v i e w o f 
t h e r e a r end o f the p r e c e d i n g t r a m f o r anp le d i s t a n c e t o 
enab le him t o s top had ho been m a i n t a i n i n g a p r o p e r l o o k o u t . 
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The w e i g h t o f e v i d e n c e i s t o the e f f e c t t ha t i n s t e a d o f 
l o o k i n g ahead he was r e a d i n g a t r a m o r d e i as h i s t r a m 
approached tne p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and he f a i l e d t o s e e t h e 
p r e c e d i n g t r a m u n t i l i t %as t o o l a t e t o a v e r t t h e c o l l i ­
s i o n . The o r d e r r e c e i v e d b y e x t r a 129 was q u i t e l o n g and 
i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t e x t r a 139 p r o c e e d e d a g r e a t e r d i s t a n c e 
than Engineman Burd i ck r e a l i s e d w h i l e he was T - e a d i a g i t . 
The d i s t a n c e t r a v e l l e d by e x t r a 139 p r i o r to t h e a c c i d e n t 
was o n l y a p p r o x i m a t e l y 800 f e e t and t h e r e can b e no excuse 
f o r the g r o s s c a r e l e s s n e s s on the p a r t o i Engineman Burd ick 
m n e g l e c t i n g t o o b s e r v e t ha t t he t r a c k ahead o f h i s t r a m 
was o c c u p i e d by a s t a n d i n g t r a m . 

R u l e 93 p r o v i d e s m p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

" P a s s e n g e r c a r r y i n g t r a i n s ( i n c l u d i n g work t r a m s , 
f r e i g h t t r a i n s o r any o t h e r t r a m on which p a s s e n g e r s , 
c a r e t a k e r s o r employes o t h e r than t h o s e a c t u a l l y en­
g a g e d m the h a n d l i n g o f t h e - c r a m , may be r i d i n g ) a r e 
n o t r e l i e v e d f iom o b s e r v a n c e o f Rule 99 v i t h m y a r d 
l i m i t s . " 

R u l e 99 s p e c i f i e s m d e t a i l the method p r e ­
s c r i b e d f o r p r o t e c t i n g a t r a m by a f l a g m a n . I n t h i s i n ­
s t a n c e Flagman H i l e d i d n o t have tha p r o s c r i b e d f l a g g i n g 
equ ipment , but the e v i d e n c e i s t o t he e f f e c t t h a t he went 
b a c k , g i v i n g s top s i g n a l s , had Engineman B u r d i c k o b s e r v e d 
and heeded the f l a g m a n ' s s : g n a l s t h i s a c c i d e n t u n d o u b t e d l y 
would no t h a v e o c c u r r e d . 

Enrmeman Burd i ck e n t e r e d the s e r v i c e o f t he 
Hew Y o r k , New Haven & H a r t f o r d R a i l r o a d Company as f i r eman 
m November , 1912, and was p romoted t o engineman m June, 
1918] h i s r e c o r d was c l e a r . None o f xhe e m p l o y e e s i n ­
v o l v e d m t h i s a c c i d e n t was on duty c o n t r a r y t o the p r o ­
v i s i o n s o f the hours o f s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P , BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r , Bureai 
o f S a f e t y , 


