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Bridgeport, Comn., June 16, 1911.

Ir. J. W. ¥atgon,

Chilef Inspector,

Interstate Commercs Commission,
vashington, D. C.
Dear Slrs

I compliance with your instructlons of June 9th we
sroeeeded to Fairfleld, Comn,, and zt once began a thorough
investigaticn a3 to the ¢rusfe of the freight wreokx which
haspened on the Hew Yorik, %ew Haven & Hartford Railroad at
thiz place c1 the eavening of June 6th, and herewith submit
the following =8 our report:

Sa our arrival st Fairfield we were informed thut the
Coronmrts lavestligaticn would take Dlrce st Bridgeport, Conn.,
the fellowink day. Wa sroceeded to this polnt and Intervlewed
Coroner Wilscn, wie very gheerfully jernitted us to ilisten to
Lhe testioony wnder osti: ¢F the survivors of the wrecx and others
aind thwose 2zt the hosoitrl on the Yoliowing ¥condoy.

There were o peot sy mwmors ofloat by emnloyees
gnd others as to what auy ~wve coused the wraeek, as It was
glleged thet idr. E. ¥, Tene,, the sngineer of the freight
trein wnown 25 "HeYe2Z® hoonudl eoat, must have been dead when e
ran Into extra freipht 77307 o3 Lt stoed 4in the bloek sbout
three-fourths o 2 4ile 2+t of the tower a2t Falrfield.

After hearing -1l tie ovidenee st hnnd ze then in-
terviewed Suverintendent Toodvard st NHew duven, who strted
thet dr. Besch was gonsidered v hin 16 ke a yvory ¢ompotent

:1L thie rumors a8 to any physiecslk- -
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engineer, oo dlscradiited
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allment of the men, und sald thst, : 8 Tar as he Xnew, he wujs



a strong, heslthy aan, and huad deen 1
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an engineer. He stuted that he knew thet on that and the

preceding du sor Dsech had

L

which statement was borne cut by the train sheets.

Ye interviowed engineers and {irenan thnt hed fired
for Liz, and also eonduetcrs snd traimmen at YWew Haven where
We lived, £11 spoke of hic In ths hlghest terns repgzrding
41z eoupetencey, moralas and good renutation =3 a locomotive
ensineer.

%8 war 23 wa can ascertsin lir, Deasch wes x nmon about
48 or S0 yemrs of age, snd, -8 tertificd by hils ecnductor,

T, Ge Moon, wan a very coreful cmn, without any bad Lsbits
whuteaver.

After listening to the testizony of nen who were

sancelsted with hin delly, =nd having Enowled. o n#8 t0 the

nezlect his duty #t this perticuler time., However, belng
unaecquainted with the situstlion surrounding the wreck, we
sroceeded to Fairfleld and went carefully over the ground
vhers the sreclk had occurred.
Interlocking block signals zre Iinstulled thers govern-
ing the aovement of zlil trains on the fuur tragks, The vwicle
distance In this dlock from the distant siznal weat of the

towar to the noint sast wvhers the srsek occurred iz apgoroxi=
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mately one mile and :11 onr the long curve leaning towards the
north, and with z view very unfavorable for the engine men to
see the signal on tower of the interlocking plant; the view
being partislly obscured by the depot roof nrojecting over track
%o, 4 and an overhead bridge cloase by, hoth of which ere between
the distant and home siznals.

The testirony of Hr. Brown, the toweramsn, showsg thst,
on the night of June éth, extra frelght traln YNo. 238 »rssed the
hloex station 2t Felrflield golng east on $rack Mo. 2, st 11:16

2e Moy and stopped about one-hall mlle cast of the depot.

B

Fnsineer P, H, rsce and conductor Oliver Huff stated their
ré;acn Zfor astonwine the truin wes on account of air brukes
zp;lying, digzeraditing the rumoy of Mot boxes. The cinductor
furtier states he ordered hlsz Tlagman, Yichael R. ¥Welsh, to go
beek znd orotact the traln, »nd dr, Haff icmediately ztarted
ahicud, looking for the cuuse 37 the atop, aa 1t seens fron the
testiqsony thevy W d zoms trouble xlih ailp leaks on first starting
froa Harlea Aiver Yard waleh Nire uplled the brakes. They
exserisnced 10 Jurther troubls aatil they resched this szoint,
when agein the bpuktes -3 1led, stopping the traine. They
pelessed the Dralos -nd colled In the flagmen, 2ll of which
consunad about Jourteen almates, =nd had startod thelr traln,
wirich, In the short s:sce o nbout the mimute that they =were
under way hefore they were struck, indicated a apeed of about

13 fo 12 miles der hour. Thoy bed hoth Just clinmbed into the
cupole of the caboose when o crash came from the resr from
trafn "H-Y-2%", throwin. then out ln different directionsy snd -

the wreckage s1ling sround them.
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Train "H-Y-2" left RBarlem River Yard about 7155 P. M.,

bound saet on track Ho. 2, in charge of conductor Fred (. Hoon
and Tngincer Elliot F, Zezch, wilth 51 cars., it Portchester,
which is about 25 miles west of Fairfleld, some switching was
done. They passsd Creens Ferms block station, about 3 miles
weat of Palrfleld, zt 11:%8 2. M., =snd sas toverzsn Brown at
Falrfield claimsed went a3t hieg atatlon =t 11871 2, ., with
the signal saot gt danger, and struck extra 328 st about 11332
fe ey although he =dmits the lights on the home signsl ware

gut, wat the distant signals were burning and gshowed yellow,
wileh 18 eautlion. 4ibout this tlse extra freight tralin 212
and fSeiel", bound west on tracks Zos, 1 and 2, were eaught in
the wrecitage in which engineer Lowry ond hrskenmazn dannon sers
¥1lled, and fireuan fctser badly injured. Towerman Hrown
ststes that when he saw "l-Y-2%" entering the block with his

ignul set at danger, and reslizing thut extra 328 had aot yet
clusred, he rasped a red Light, and Harry dtaanford, an extrs
towernan who was in the tover with his, urasped & wnite light,
and both awwyy the lamps Trantleslly at englneer Semch, en-
deavoring o 2top the tralne Trown swung the rad llsht fron
the tower window freing track Jo. 2, nnd Stanford swung the white
1izht froa the window on the west side of the tower, for aeither
asn hed tine to et to the pground where o signal would ke ore
aat 50 he seeny but with .13 thelr sfforts to atop nin the
train rushed by ond crushed into extrs 328 thet had Just
at:rted on 1ts w#ay.

dr. Woodwurd, suserintendent of this diwvisicn,

zGmitted €0 ug that he held the engineers alone strictiy
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respenagible for 211 signals governing the movament of thelr
traing., It was zdmitted in the testimony given that the home
Signal‘ligiﬁﬁ this particular night governing this movement
were out. There 43 2 Toreign seotion man who has charge of
these lights, who fills and lights them 4in the day-tine, and if
tiey go out during the night there 13 no one to care for then,
although 1t i3 the duty of the tower and engine men to report
then. H¥r, Brown nade ne repgort vhatsver this particular night
of the signal llghta beiny out, waleh he ¥new, until szftar the
wreck had cccurred, wmhen he reported the matter to secticn fore-
3an Harrigan snd hed his ii:ht them. Fe lewxrned that it i3 a
cémmon thing &t Feirfleld, Conn., for signol lights to be out,

and Yegsra. Glbhens and Veeks, Inspectors, cacertained this
fr.ct on the eveninpg of the 9th, partieculsrly as regards track

Hoe 4, whieh 13 the aext troek %o the one on which the wreck
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enpineers eapnlcovyed on thls 'nd other divis
Aew llaven & lartford DRiilrord, nd they say they ars tired of
reserting this deangerocus cundition, for tine seens to be the
izportunt fuctor. They rr= governed largely by the distant
signal, tnd sre permiftted o run by the home aipnal 1f they o=
ses the srm ot clenr on the auct. The night of June 6th, 2
stated by all concsraed, wna dork and rainy, which we can

re. dily anoreci.te tould nske LY a hard matter to determine the

true color of a distant simal. A white light by night cun be

seen & ouch longer distunce, In our opinion, than any other- -
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color. Towernan Brown clains ir., Stanford, who was in the tower
with him, swung a white 1ight from the tower window towards the
train, which, owing to the defective gondition of the signsal
Iights %nﬁ the common practice of running by them, undoubtedly
indueced the bellef in englneer Desch's wind, in our opinion,
that the white “lght meant for hin to proceed, the red light
srobably not heing olserved by hinm.

Pluagmen Falsh of extra 338 sdmits in his testimony
that e went back with the proper slgnela to fleg with, but was
not sure «a to the 4distance, and wsnen culled in he dlaced two
torpedoes on the rail on the engineerts side, about cne rnill
léngth anart, mut left no fusee. Oa his zrpival of the
cu:boose he signaled the engineer to proesed, znd after the
train had storted ae threw off s lighted Musee, but It fuilled to
stick in = tie., There 13 no testiznony whetever to show that
there wes any Tusee burning. There s evidence, lLowever,

Tron two disinterssted partiss thst they heard the exslosion
of tornedoes, but their stories ccafliet zo thut we do not
attueh mueh fmportanes to them.

The distznce from where extrs 338 suzt nave stonped
1tas ezboose to the teover, of which tovermsn Brown hLas charpe,
we do not belleve la over cne-fourth of & mile; so0 we cunnot
belleve, under flagging rule do. 99, thot {lagman ¥slsh waz bsck
n aufficient distance to ensure full srotection, for he séid
thizt ne did 2ot sse the fower., XNr. Valsh has worlked for thia
company only zbhout one wonth and wis a0t famillar with the rowd.
Corgluctor fuff stated that he reported the Tact, hefore Lecving

Harlea Alver Yard, thut he had twc graon men, and Talsh was
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was one of them, and he did not want to leave the Yard with
them but was teld to go.
After going over this natter carefully, snd ziving 1t

due ccnsideration, we are of one opinion that there were
three sontributing causes for this wreck, namelyt

l. The New York, Hew Haven & Hartford Rellrcad Company
having full knowledge previcus to this secident of the had con-
dition of lights, and the fallure of enginemen to claerve the
rules geverning them st this asnd other joints, taeltly per-
sitting their enginemen to vijlate these rules,

2. The lights oun the home slgnsl being cut, snd no
effort zade whstever on the psrt of towermen Brovn to huve them
1ishted until after the zreck cecurred,
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2. The Failure of flayms:
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distunce to ensure full protectliown for als traln extre 328,

snd iz fallure to »lues o llghted fusee hatween the tracks
when 2alled in,

Ve enclose Lerawit.. buo't of puleg and rules geverning
interlockineg signels, =0 erll rour sttention to flagging rule
%ee 99 snd rule Mo, 27, & wall =3 to the abuse of them, vhich
nus arevicusly tesn sllowed,

Yad these rules been onlorced by the Hdew York, Lew Hsv~
en % Hzrtferd Rallrocad Comonnr, this wreex eould have bhesn averted.

Hegpcetfully submitted,

(Sirned) I, %. Swasey,

T. %. Gibbons,.
!ﬁ. E. Weaks.

Inspactors,



