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In re Investigation of Aceldout on tha Saw Tovk, 
Haw Haven and Hartford Bailroad at Braintree, 

Haas., oa April 20f 1913. 

On April 28, 1913, there mn a head-end collision on the 
New York, Bew Haven & Hertford R&ilroad at Braintrae, Mass., 
which resulted in the injury of 12 passengers, 8 train em
ployees, and 14- laborers. 

Att&r investigation of this avoidant the Chief Inspector 
of Safety Appliances reports a# follows* 

Granita Branch of the Boston Division, on which this 
aecidaut occurred, is a sliv:le~tr.*clc line. It leaves th© in&in 
lin© at a crossover,loe^ted ^bout 900 faat north of Braintree 
station, and rejoins tho racin line at Atlantic, M&sa,, having 
a total length of 5,41 sailaa. JJo bloek signal system is in 
operation, trains bein£ operated by tine-card rights and train 
orders. Going north from the crossover the branch line track 
ia straight for about 1,403 £<^t, than there is a two-degree 
curve to the loft about 1,430 feet m length, and than tha 
track ia straight for about 1,900 x'eet. The accident occurred 
on thia straight track Jurt north of the end of tha curve. At 
thia point there ia a slight fill, with a descending grade for 
northbound trains of ?,21^. Northbound engine orewa can nee 
ahead only about 63J feet, vhilo for southbound engine crewa 

the crossover a spur house tr-.ck about 1,000 feet long leads 



off of the Granite Branch in a southerly direction, running ia 
behind the? signal tower, this tower ia On the treat aide of the 
ciain tracks at a point about 100 feet south of the pasSanger 
station. 

Southbound passenger train Kc# 5037 consisted of 1 combina
tion ha&gage aad coking car and 4 coaches, hauled by engine So. 
1610. The train waa in charge of Conductor Rogers #nd Englneraan 
Clidtlen, and was en route froci Boston, &ass., to South Braintre*, 
^aas,, via the Grunite Branca. It left Boston, Mass., at 6 s 33 
D . a., passed West Quincy, the last open telegraph office prior 
to the point of accident, at 6i57 u. aj., 4 minute a 1̂ -te, and col* 
lided with northiwund work extra &21 at a point *7 rail® north of 
3raintree passenger station. 

The $orJc extra consisted of 1 coach, 1 tool car, 1 coach, 
and 6 ballast ears, in the order named, hauled by engine fto, 621. 
It was in charge of Conductor Rosa and Eagiueaan Button. Before 
leaving South Bralntree at 6i30 a. a., the erev* received an order 
giving thea the ri^ht to work on the Granite Branch until noon, 
keeping clear of regular trains* The «ork extra proceeded to 
Braintroe, cro &sed over frota trade Ho* 6 to track So, 2 at a 
crosaovar located south of the station, proceeded on track Mo. 21 
to the crossover located north of the station, and there crossed 
over to tracic Uo* 1, Mid thence onto the Granite Branch, intend
ing, to ;o to Imintre© gravel pit, located about 1 mile north of 
Braintree, for the purpose of setting out the ballnat c&ra. The 
work extra had nearly reached the gravel pit when th© collision 
occurred* 



The speed of the work oatra was about 10 miles per hour* 
while that of the passenger train was about 30 miles per hour* 
The territory in the vicinity of the point of accident is very 
low and swampy, and the weather TTT the tine WNS very foggy. 

Under ordinary condition© the work extra would have 
reached the gravel pit in sufficient tiiae to clear train Ko« 
5037, but on this occasion it was delayed by a freight train 
ahaad. According to the anginesan's st&iestmt the work extra 
stopped at the to&er at Braintree at about 6i57 a.aa. train 
So. 5037 was due at 6s5tf a.ss., and Engineman Button said it 
wan tbe Intention to gc as soon *tg that train arrived. As 
previously stated, ho<ft«IRRR, train slo. 50J7 was about 4 si out e a 
late, A southbound Main, line p,--ss#nger train, Ho, 5011, due 
at Braintree at 6s 53 &.m.t was e few siinutes late and arrived 
at th© station at about the saise- tlase as the work train, i»nd 
the en^inewan thought It wa-3 Crinite Branch train Ho, 50^7. 
In the aeantlne th© conductor le-Tt the work extra before it 
crossed over fro® track !lo, 6 to *„r*i0k 3o, 2 # end went on ahead 
to the tower and had an uixiertWnding with the to^enaan thet the 
worl£ extra wns to cross ovv? onto th© branch, back in on th© 
bouse track, and await th<5 arrival of train #0, 5057, If th&t 
train was on tine, the worJs extra could go as eoon as the train 
arrived; if It N V S lite, however, the work extra would have to 
regain on the siding until It arrived, and also await the paa-
ea^e of train Tic, 5024, northbound Granite Branch passenger 

1' 
train ciue at 7r<J9 s*ia. The conductor then went to the ststticn 



to examine the train register. In the meantime the work extra 
pulled ahead slowly and had just come to a stop when the con
ductor finished exaaining the register. According to the engine
man the conductor gave a signal indicating that train So, 5037 
had arrived, thus giving his the right to pull out on his way 
to the gravel pit, A S the dwarf signal governing th© crossover 
w^s cleared at about this tiae, Engineman Dutton stated that he 
at once started his train, supposing of course that the south
bound passenger train he had seen was train Zio. 5037, and that 
the conductor Icnew it to be* that train. Englneaan Button said 
he did not knot? anything about the conversation had between the 
conductor and towerman, or what trains the conductor founts to 
have been registered. 

Conductor Hogs stated that when he checked the register all 
train© due or overdue hid registered except train Tlo. 5437* 

While he was at the register train Ho, 5011 arrived and on ac
count of the fog he could not see whether It case fro*: the branch 
or the aaln lino. However, &3 it was alaost 6i53 a.m., the tirse 
No. 5037 sras due to leave, he supposed it to be that train. 
Conductor Boss said that mh&n he left the register, ̂ hich is on 
the outside of the station, and started toward his train, the 
engineman started to pull out, and he got aboard without making 
any atteiapt to ascertain th® identity of the train which was 
standing at the station. He denied that he gave the engineaan 
any signal to start. Conductor Hogs further stated that when 

he saw his train woa proceeding on its way to the gravel pit he 



Qcsild have stopped it had ha ao daeired by seann of tha con
ductor' a valve, but supposed tha engineman knew what ha was 
doing, 

Th© statements of the other employees involved failed to 
bring out any additional information. 

thia accident was caused by work extra 621 occupying the 
Granita Branch Bain trRC& on the tlsie of a anterior train, due 
to the failure of Conductor Hosa properly to identify raain line 
train No. 5011, whioh he unwarrantably aaauraad to be Granite 
Branch Train Ho. 5337, thia error resulting in his allowing the 
worlc artra to occupy the Granite Branch aaain track on the tlrae 
of train Ho. 5037, 

Uhile enginosen nre Jointly responsible with conductors 
for the safe aiovsment of their trains, yet on this railroad 
there ia no rule under whicn engineaen are required to have any 
positive knowledge that all superior traina have arrived, as 
they are not required to chock train registers; and in thia 
c^ae the engineiaan ia further relieved of responsibility as he 
had no knowledge of the under at: ndlng reached between the con
ductor and to^errcaa. There Is of course tho question of veracity 
between the Qn&Lnmnn. and conductor as to whether or not the lat
ter eava the engineiaan a signal which would allow hia to procaedj 
on tha othar hand, hoaever, there ia to be considered the state-
seat of the conductor h i t h a t had he ao desired he could 
httve stopped the train at any tise by aeana of the conductor1s 
valve. ' 

Ail of th© employees involved in thia accident were axperienced 



aeri, and none had been on duty In violation of any of the pro
visions of the hours af service law. the records of all the 
employees Involved ware good, with the possible exception of 
Conductor Hons, in whoae case it was noted that on March 31, 
1906, he vns de^eritod for running without orders, while on 
August 30, 1915, waa disciplined for failure to have his 
train properly protected by flag, resulting in a collision. 
He had also been disciplined for sainor offenses on different 
occasions. 


