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May 10’ 1913,
In re Investigstion of Accident on the New York,
Haew Haven mnd Hurtford Rellroad at Braintree,
ﬂﬂ&ﬂ;, on April 23. 1213,

On ipril 28, 1913, there wsas a head-end ¢olliaslon on the
Rew York, Rew Hauven & lnartford Ruilread at Braintree, Haas.,
which resulted in the injury of 12 passengers, 8 train en=-
ployees, and 14 laborers,

After investigation of this accldent the Chisf Inspector
of Bafety aAppliances reports ss follows:

Granite Branch of the Boston Ilvision, on whish this
secident occurred, iz a sinsle-track line, It lewves the mnein
line at a erogsover, loested about 200 faet north of Brulntree
station, end rejoins the mein line st Atlantie, Hass,, having
a total length of 5,41 miles. o bloek signel system 4z in
operation, trains beling oseroted by tine-card rights sad train
orders. Going north froa the crogzuver the branch line treck
13 straight for about 1,470 f=nt, then there 15 a two-degraee
gurve to the left shout 1,400 feet in length, and then the
truek ia stralght for about 1,700 rfeet. The esccident ocourvaed
on thia straipht trsck lnst acrtll of the end of the curve. &t
thia pelint there 1a » sli ht £1l1, wlth a descending grade for
northbound trainas of 7,217. ‘ertlhibound engine orews ean see
ahesd only absut &63J fget, vhile for southbound engine grews
the view L2 unobstructed for whout 1,900 faet, Jqﬁgﬁﬁarth of

the erogsover & 8)vr house trock asbout 1,000 feet loag lends



o

aff of the Granlte Branch in a southerly directian, running in
behind the 3ilgnal tower. This tower 13 on the west alde of the
msin traeks at a point sbout 100 fest pouth of the passupger
atation.

Southbound passenger truin Mo, 5037 consigted of 1 combine-
tion beugrge and smoking oar and 4 conchea, hauled by engine Ro,
1610, The train was in charge of lonductor Rogers snd Engineman
Glidden, and ocs en route from Boston, Hasg., to South Braintres,
¥uss,, via the Granite Brancun, It left Boston, Mass., at 6333
Be HNe, puiged weat GQuincy, the last open telegraph offlce pricr
to the point of ascecldant, st 6357 u. m., 4 minutes liote, and col-
lided with northiwund work extra 621 at a point .7 =ile north of
Sraintree pagsengs? station.

The work extru consisted of 1 eomch, 1 tool ceur, 1 boueh,
and 6 bellust gars, in the order named, hauled by engine No, 621,
It wus in ehsrge of Conductor Ross snd Engineman Dutton., Befcre
lesving 3outh Braintres at 6130 a. 2., the erev received an ordor
plving thems the right to work on the Grenite Braneh until noon,
weooing clear of regulsr trains. The work extrs preceedesd to
Braintree, cro:sed over from truck Ho, 6 to track Ho. 2 &t a
g¢rosacver loczted acuth of the statlon, proceeded on track No. 2
te the grassover locztad north of the station, and therp crosaed
over to track No., 1, «nd thence onto the Granite Branch, intend-
ing to 0 to Traintree gravel pit, loested about 1 mile north of

Braintoree, for the purpose of getting out the bxllust cars. The

wWork extra hvd neerly reached the gravel »it when 8he colliaion

oceurred,
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The spead of the work extra weaa about 10 miles per hour,
while thet of the poussenper traln was sbout 30 milies per hour.
The territory in the vicinity of the point of accident is very
low and swampy, and the weether «t tha tine wns very fOLEy.

Under ordinary conditions the work extra would have
reached the gravel pit in sufficlent time to elear train Ko,
5037, hut on this occasion it was delayed hy & frelght train
anané, According to the engineman's statement the work extra
stopped at the towsr at FBraintree at abont 6157 a.fte Train
Ro. 5037 wasg due at 6058 g.m., and Fngineman Dutton asid it
waa the intenticn te g¢ az soon as that trein errived. 45
previousaly stated, however, trein do., 5037 wss sbout 4 alautes
late. A gouthbound msin liae pessenger train, Ho. 5011, due
at Braintree st 6153 s.n., wes & few minutes lete and arrivaed
at the station at gbout the same tixze a5 the work train, 2nd
the engineman thought it wos {ranlte Brenoh train Ho., 5027,

In the aesntlme the conductor lel the work extra before it
erusged over from track Mo. 6 to raek Yo, 2, snd went on ahesd
te the tower and hsd un andersteonding with the towerman thet the
work extra was t0 crons over onto the braneh, back in on the
house traeck, and awalt the orrival of train Ho. 5037. If thst
train was on time, the worZ extra eould go az soon 48 the train
arrived; if Lt =a3 lite, ‘wuever, the work extrs would heve to
renain on the siding until 1%t ~rrived, and also await the pas~

gage of truin No. 5024, - uorthbound Granite Branclr pussenger
|

train due at 713 s.m., Thre conductkor then want o the statiocn
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to exsmine the troin register. In the meantime the work extra
pulled shend slowly and had just dome to & stop when the ¢on-
ducter finished exanlning the reglater. Aceording to the englne-
men the conductor gave a signul indleating that train ido, 5037
had srrived, thus giving him the right to pull out ¢n his way
to the gravel pit. 4s the dwarf signal governing theo croaszover
was glesred at about this time, Engineman Dutton stoted that he
st onge atarted hisz train, supposing of course thot the zouth-
hound pussenger traln he hud seen weas train fo. 5037, end that
the eonductor tnew 1t tc be that trein. Englnewan Dutten sald
he did not knovw anything sbout the eonverastion had between the
canductor and towernman, or what trains the conduetor found to
heve been regletered,

Conductor Hoss stxted that when he checked the reglator zll
traing dus ¢r overdue hid registersd except train To. 5437,
®hile he was at the replater trala O, 5011 arrived and on ee-
count of the fog he could not ses whether it come fron the branch
sr the main line. However, 8 it was almoat 63158 a.m., the tine
No. 5037 wns due ta lecve, he suppoged it té be thist train.
Conductaor Hosps gaid that shen he left the ragister, which 1ls an
thi® cutalde of the station, and gtartad toward his train, the
engineman atarted to pull out, and he got sboard without makiny
any attempt to amscertalin the ldentity of the train which was
atanding at the station. He denliad thet he gave the engineman

any slygnal to start, Conductor Ross further atated that when

he saw his trzin wos proeeeding on 1ts way €0 the gravel pit he
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could have stopped it hud he 3o desired by mesns of the con~
duetor's valve, but supposed the engineman knew what he was
doing.

The statenments of the other employees invelved falled to
bring out eny additional information.

This acecident wes caused by work extra 621 occupying the
Granite Branch main track on the time of & superiler train, due
to the fallure of Conducter Rosa nroperly to 1dentify main line
traln Ho. 5011, whioh he unwarrantably sssumed to be Granite
Braoneh Traln Ho. 5037, this error resulting in his allowing the
work extra ta ogcupy the CGranite Branch main truek on the time
of train Ho. 5037.

%hile enginemen are Jolntly responsible with conductors
for the aafe movement of thelr trainz, yet on this railroad
there i3 no rule under whlcn enginemen are raeguired to have any
positive knowledge thzat 2ll superiocr trainsg have arrived, as
they sre not reculred to check train reglsters; and in this
esse the engineman s further relicved of reaponsibllity as he
had no knowledge of the underst: wdlng reached hatweon the aon-
ductor and towerman. Thers 1z of gourse the gusstion of varselty
between the engineman and condactor es to whether or not the lnt-
ter gave the engineman s 3i. nal which would allow him to proceed;
on the other hand, hovever, thers is to be considered the statew
ment of the conductor hiiszell that had he so desired he could
have atopped the train at any time by meann of the/ﬁbpduetor's

vylve, —
All of the employees iLnvolved in this aceldent were expeérienced
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men, and ncne had been on duty in violation of sny of the pro-
viglons ¢f the bours of serviee law., The records of zll the
aspployesn involved were good, with the possible exaeptlon of
Conductor Rong, ln whoae cane it was noted thrat on ¥areh 31,
1306, he was demerited for runnisz without orders, while on
Auguat 30, 1912, Ye was disciplined for failure to have hlg
train properly protected by flag, resulting in s eoliision.

He had also been discipnlined for sminor offensens on different

occaaiong.



