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In re Investigation of an aac¢cident whieh
ceourred on the Hew Tork, Chio &
8t. Louis Railroad at Westfieid,

H. Y., September ¥, 1016,

On Beptember 9, 1916, there was a rear-end collision
between two freight trains on the New York, Ohicago & 8%, Louis
Railrond at Vestfleld, N. Y., which resulted in the death of 1
employes. After investigation of this acoident the Chief of
the Divisicn of Cafety reports as followst

This part of the New York, Chisago & Ht. Louils Ralle
road is & singlo trask line, Trains are operatad by time-table
and trajin orders. Approe the point of accldent the track
is tangent for more than one e, while the grade 1o slightly

deseending.

Esstbound freight txain first No. 44 consisted cf 41
cary snd & caboose, hauled by locomotive 461, and wap in abarga
of Conductor Moonsy and Engivaman Jornmells On 1ts arrivel a
Hostfleld at 81468 pum., the trafin order bhoard was found to be
displayed, and a message was redeived to pull the traln in on
the siding, elsar of the main line, and for the erew 30 remain
within reaoh. The engineman instructed the rireman %o operste
the train into the side track, while he and the conductor re-
rmained at the station, Aftor entering the z2ide treck the fire-
man stopped with the locomotive opposite the water tank for
the purpose of taking water, and afterwards he pulled shead
unti) within three oar lengths® of the sast end of the Z:a:mg
;mol;i where it was standing when it was struck by train seeond

De »

Eastbound freight truin second No. 44 sounsisted of
35 oars and a caboose,bauled by loocomotive 425, and was in
charge of Condugtor Stevens and Ipgineman Luce, It arrived at
Vestfield at 8153 p.m. and alzg found the trein order board
displayed, and recelived a message to into slear and remain
within yeaoh. Conductor Stevens Temained at the station while
Engineman Luoe ef inty the passing track and stopped about
10 ear lengthe hehind the rear snd of the rfirst seotion. He
then oiled the losomotive, and &s the rirat seoction hed in the
meantime pulled ahead, after having taken water, he moved his
traln ahead until it was within five or six car lengths of the
ceboose of train rirst No, 44. At thia time the Tear end of
his train was about two oar lengths indo olear, Engineman
Luoe ahortly afterwards regeived a signal to back up, but wes
unable to do 8o, He then took the alaock, end while moving
ahsad for thet purpose his locomotive eollided with the saboose
of the first scotion while running at a spead of three miles
an hour, telsseoping the cabsose a distance of about 12 feet.



Foagineman Luce stated that when he reeoeived the
backestp signal he sounded three blasts o the whistle and et
tempted to back the train, at the saps time telling the fireman
to go out and unoover the headiight. Belng unable to stard
the traln backwards, he took the slack of 10 or 1Z cave and
again tried to back the train, but wes unable to do s0, He
then meved ahesd for the purpose of taking the slack of the
entire train, He was watching the sadoose, but got a little
eloser to it than he iatended to and he atated that he had just
reverasd the locomotive when the slaeck ran up and pushed the
loeomotive forwerd into the eadboose, telessoping it & distance
of about 12 feet, Just ss the loocmotive reached the oabovse,
hs pulled the throttle wide open. Enginemsn Luoce also stated
that he 4id not apply the air Drekes, as he did not realize that
he waa slose enough to do any damage, endd he was expeoting the
looomotive ho teke tha slack at apy 'hm end start the train

backward, He furthor stated that there was nothing ecn-
nected with the loecomosive which interfered with 1ts operation,
or his observation, and that he was the oaly memder of the train
arew at Tault for the accident.

Fireman Sydow stated that the engineman reosived &

Hﬂl%h&@m&ﬁm&&ﬂﬁnhﬁkﬂp signa) on the
stle, after which he told him to go oubt and uncover the heads

light, YThe train atarted shead and as he wam on his way
toward the front of the losomdtive for the purpese of unoovers
ing the headlight, the train stopped, after having moved abesd
about one sar lengths. The train then started again and when
he reached the fronb end of the locomotive, at whish time the
two trainas were about £2.1/2 or % oar lengths apart, the speed
of his train wes about 3 miles an hour, After uncovering the
headlight, he got off on the ground, at which time the fyont
end of his locomptive wes about § feet from ths cadoose., Ha
whistled %o warn the smployees in the caboose and & brakeman,
who wag on the pletfors of the gabovse, Jumped to the ground.
At this tirme his trein was still moving ahead at a speed of
about 3 miles an hour and he heard the emorgency appliocation of
the ajir wekes., After the ascident he hoarded the logomotive
end upon looking at the brake valve, found that the brekes had
been applied.,

Hoad Brakeman Brovn stated that after the back-up
2ignel had becn sounded, he boarded the fourth oar fram the
locomotive, hanging on the side ladder while the train moved
8head. He 414 not know how often the %mam took the slaok,
but stated that onos the train moved ahesd about one and one-
half faets After stopping about ten minutea, it again moved
shoad end &id not stop wntil the oollislon oecourred. Brakee
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map Brown also stated thai he ¢1€ not kaow whather or not the
sngineman wes working stes: at the time of the acoldent. He
alop weid that the brukea ware not epplied Before the aole
lision oceurred, hut afterwards he sald that he was not certain
whether or not they were applied. He sliao stated that he did
not know whethier or not the smlagk ran forward just before the
polilsion ceourred, dut that it did yun Torward et the time of
the oolllsic. M‘Eer the aseident he 414 not notice whethey
or not the hrekes were anplied.

Brakeran Waelters, who was standing at the main line
switeh in the reay of $he caboose of train second Ho, 44, stated
that the engineman took the &lack twieo. After the amiﬁm
he 414 not notice whether or not the aly brakes were apolied,
Conduotor Stevens said he did not heay any application of the
brakes belng made and thet afber the aocldent he Gld not notice
whether or not they hed been applied.

Flagsan Riocharyds, of train first No. 44, stated that
he was westing in the ¢abonse when he heard a back-up signal
sounded, He then heard the locomwtive of train seoond Ho. 44
working stesm, but oo apoount of the noise wade by the looonD-
tive he did not heer any warning whistlie whioh might have been
sounded by the fireman of that loeomotive. He got wup, however,
and sew the looomotive moving aheed towsyd the eaboose, He 4id
not kmow whether or not he salled to Brakemwean Clark, who was in
the saboose with Lim and was killed in the accident, bLut rtated
that he 414 sall ocut end then went put on the rear pladtform and
Jumped, at which time the loeomotive was about 8 or 10 faeet
from the caboose, and wes working steam,

This acoldent was osused by the failurse of Enginecen
Luce to exercise proper cam in the Rhandling of his train, He
knew that the emboose of train firast Xo. 44 wes oonly & shord
distence aheed of his train, and the markers were burning brighte
. & green i.nﬁiea*kian %o the rear; there waz nothing te
8 view, nreither was thare anything conmeoted wish the
operation of his iomiw wileh wonld have provented hir frowm
properly esttending %o his duties, Under such cirounptonces,
there iz mo exouse for sueh an accldent.

Enginepsn Luce was employed as a firersn in December,
1808, end wus promoted to engineran in February, 1905; hie resord
was gocd. A% The time of the eceident he haf been on dudy 6 hours
and 1¢ minutes, after an off«duby period of 9 hour and 20 rinubea,



