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la re Invent location of *n accident whi eh 
occurred si* tee Chicago * 

ft» Lou1B Rftilrofefl at Port Hayae, 
lad*, fobrusry ?3, 19X6. 

April *$, 19X6. 

Oa February ?3, 19 i6, tharo wae a side oollisioa be* 
tweeu #. fr^i^ht tr? la »»d ft locomotive attached to a b « ^ ^ e 
a<er, <n; th« Sew for5:, CbieoRO & ft, Louia Railroad at fort 
Wayne, Ina,, whieh results tn the <Sê tb of %<m «n@i»©Eusa» 
Aftar 1nve*tig*ti'Ui of thlft foeldent the Chi of of tha Division 
Of Safety onbaita tb.» following reporti 

Tba ifae in th® vioiolv7 af t he accident agenda 
eeat and #a»t, i# alngjU % "#3k,?i3i1 ^r^lm â e'ftttd by 
tlme-trbla, tr^la or̂ e-'* niul autoaettie blo*k atgoel aystcm* 
Be^inatGf at Vran Suroa tti^e% e^JUl 3,000 feet wast ef tha 
P^j5®eng«r statiaa fort ^ / E S , âtl -axttading sfuatwartf ta 
Oliver Boa a** switch, nisout w>.t of feb# action, a 

trsiok knessn ag tha "aouth tr-2V* -railela tba aalfl tr»«k on 
tha firjuth* Ti4& trsck is ur«?d z>r all eaat-bouad #a#ssogar 
trslnsj It la a ejeia tmer -'nr z'lionn traiiia oaly, and is not 
equipped "*rith block sljMir-ls. 

On the toy f the tiooi<'ent, locomotive 153, to wbloh 
attached oŝ k b' «:ê a c r , if. charge af Yard Conductor 

Kurphy wh? 1* regvlerly *»IP LOVED a pilot for liffet engine a 



between West Fort Weyne y*ra and Fort ?/eyn« station and Sngise-
mao Battgert it left West fort i?ayne, a yard about 1 mil# west 
of Fort Wayne pesieenger station, at about 7*25 p* m# *hi* 
locomotive aad cer were to go to Fort Wayne stati ox? and ewalt 
the arrival of train t*o. 4 from tho west, due at 8,00 p* su, 
the baggage ear to be placed in that tr&in the locomotive 
to haul the train fror that point, being scheduled to Xmv-Q 

at #*05 p« si* At van Bursa street* locomotive 153 took the 
south track an$ ©topped &% the passenger station at sbout 7*35 
p« B U , th-9 engines®n and conductor going to the telegraph of-
flee, the engineman registering fcie sratch end getting bis elear-
suo# card for tr#in Mo* 4, After about 10 minute® they re­
turned to their engine c&d proceeded to the east end of the 
south trsck* At this point it wee the practice to pull out 
of the south track b*ok the baggage osr westward on tbo main 
tr'ok to ciô r the switch, then out off the locomotive and 
pull down mst of the switch, and there swalt the arrival of 
train Ho* A* upon the arrival of thsit train, It* locomotive, 
with the bsggâ o eer, la det̂ e&ed brought out onto the main 
ireek, and coupled onto the baggage ear standing west of the 
switch; the locomotive «M t*<o baggage o»ra then pull into 
elmt of the switch end back in on the south track against 
the remainder of the trwtc. T̂ ls loeomotivO then returns to 
the main tr&cfc, goes b? cfe to West Fort Wayne, and tbm looono-
tive which Unm been'standing on the min track o®*tt of the 



switch baotea onto fch* train acd naule it aeatwerd. Locomotive 
15? and bh» o»r proceednd to tea ea&i awlteh and stopped with 
to* gangway of tho angina ovtr the switch frog, fop the C J U -
duotor to got off and open the switch, »nd w«o in thlo posi­
tion whan it wae struck by train 3nd >fo« 4 4 running eastward 
00 the oaln tmofc, at 7 » 5 ^ p* n. 

E&stbouBd fr«i£ht treln 2nd No. 4 4 consisted of lo* 
oosotiva 327, 27 loaded and £ empty cars, and a caboose. It 
wfta in charge of Conductor Stellar »Bd %$lnes«fi Haeaelhaoh and 
left West Fort Wayne, its initial station, at 7 » 4 Q p» m« £©&v~ 
lag Vest Tort ^ayna, a yard engine acted aa helper behind the 
caboose to Swiĉ r street Crossing, a point ftb<aiS 2,600 feet west 
of the point of seoident. After living w«»t Fort Waya© so 
atop ^as made, the troln papains? Fort Wayne atetfon at 7 * 5 ? p» 
n«, *nd while running at e &p$ed a&ttreated to l»ve been 10 or 
15 milea per hour collided with locomotive 152 where it etood 
on the frog at th<? e^et and -̂ f tip female, 

Appro^ohiog the *seae of the 4eeidont frotv Port ^ayne 
station, the traok 1® tan*reKC f^r ]10D f«©6, followed by a 6-
degree curve to th© riftht. ffce collision occurred 342 feat 
east of the western asd of t<i - eiirre* ^h# weather at thai 
time v/aft altar* 

As a result of the coll l^lrn, Khe right side of lo­
comotive 1 2 7 received slight t-t-as-aj locomotive 152 m& tilled 
over at an Single of about 60 4^r«*«« walnut « bos otar on an 



adjoining tr*cfc# and its e»b »» toro off. 
Terd Contactor Surphy, la ohar̂ o of loaoraotive I512, 

stated taat it la Ide exclusive duty ta conduct paa&&ager eo-
alnaa froa West ?ert $»yae to Fort Wayae passenger otetlon* 
Be stated ts&t when locomotive 15-? reached tao st&tiaa, oa 
Ito way to tao east aad of tao south troots to await tjnin He* 
4„ be and tho en$iaeman wont to the telegraph of floo aad ho 
@ek«d whether there were aay westbound trains oamlng, sad wea 
told tbet there warawao* He negLeotod*; however, to sate 
whether a ay e&etbound train* were eo»iag, as he waa aot ex-
pee ti a? eay eueh trains aad beeauae, fros that point, sll 
e«tbeua# treiaa ©otald usually he sees leading the yards et 
West Fort Wayne; although en this occasion ha did not lock 
for any* Whan leaving the telegraph offioe. tho a»glasgwft 
rfsmsr&ed te htss th** the signal at Lŝ nyatto Strawtt stent 
1,200 feat east of tha station, was in tho el ear position, «nd 
he r#pll#d that that w&s because tho dispatcher had said i b e r -

waa no trtsia cotslag aê last tr̂ la So* 4» He stated that ̂ hea 
he wa» oa tha platform b«tv**en nh& atatlan and the saline he 
looked aa %hm signal at Bsrrlson Street, shout 500 feat woat 
of the station* ̂ nd saw that it was in the atop position, ia-
diO£tia$ that something was occupying tha traok botweea that 
al#anl &n£ v*n Bureau Street, end might hav» be*>a $olng either 
os st or west* He the a told the eiigiaesaa tbs*t everythla® was 
ell righfc end they oa the loeomotlve and proooeded to tbe 
m&$ switch of th© south traok* ^han Ma locomotive, *4th the 



eeggage ear, wee aroselng larr Street* about 750 feet east of 
tbo station, be looted aaeif but sow nothing approaching, although 
tba signal m& still In tha atop poaltioa* $s stated fchett hia 
loo<motiv« anna to a stop beyond tb* fouling ̂ oiut of tbe a.®at 
ewlteh af tbe south tr<?ofc aad so noer tba aala track tbat la 
gettlae off tba lesesottve to open tba switob ba stepped on 
tba guard rail of tbat tr.-cte. Ha atatod tbat It was aoatr?ry 
to tbe eptr&ting preetleo to <p beyond tba foullain point he* 
fore stopping, but tbat it -m» frequently done* Aa ba atepp«(3 
off tba looeaetlve ba fe«#r& trala £si& appreaohlng in 
tba violalty af Berr fttreet, ;»nd ba lanedlately a step 
aifoal no th&fc fcr in sn^ & b^@k*up signal to bis en̂ laeaan* 
Ha atr.tad that tba lett#r iwasd lately sounded a lo&g bleat of 
tbe whittle end attempted to baefc his loaoaotlTe, but that it 
slipped sad the analaeajaa shut off at«e®* Ma further stated 
th®t «hen ha flr̂ t saw leoomefcî  af tba appreaohlng train it 
wa© 7 or g ear len&tha die taa* s ̂ rfclng at««a ned that 
its aeadllpht wfta burning* CQaauetcr 'mrnhy atated fcbtfc it 
la mwt&mwy to mm® oat ®mo §iv& a&ia tr*s«k $»i*h tha baggage 
e«r at thia pi see at about 7*5? >?, & # p aad tljat in thia in* 
etnaee hie leaometlTe p^©n«3 tra> awltob at about 7*5$ p* »*, 
the oolliaion occurring *t 7.:?̂  is# la stated that although 
he twioe S R W tbe st&h&i at Skrrloou f>fer«et ta be in tha #top 
position, h& did not tidsk th«r« «ae &s -a at bound traia in 
th* bleak, but fchau^bt the signal v»» batng held la th© atê s 
position by » <*e*t bound train îiieh they had peaaed at Fulton 



Street, About St, 509 feet west of the et«Hon, and which had 
sot yet olê red the block* gs further stetad tbet th& west­
bound el&nai would be get la the otop position by hie locomo­
tive golfi$ beyond the fouling jjoiot of the south tr»efc, but 
that no effect would be had on the eaathound signal until his 
locomotive reached tho mein track* Be stated thfct he usually 
eafced the dispatcher as to whether or aot train So* 4 vree on 
time, but did tact rtssessber heviag done so on this occasion, 
although he stated that he knew that that tr̂ in would fee on 
tiaste because no tisse orders tod been Issued for it* 

Fireman Andrews, of locomotive 155, stated ttea t his 
angina w+s usually brought ta a otop within a stefe clearing 
distance of the min track at the eart end of the south track, 
m& did Dot knoni why it vnu? allowed to go beyood fcfc* fouling 
point in thia lastance* He stetetl that between the station 
end the east end of the south track he was sitting on his 
seetbox end sew the el&nal at LAPayette Street in the clear 
position. H& further etp*ad that the eaginaaen sounded one 
eh&rp blsmt of tbo M r h i s t l s trhen trsln 2nd M was â proaeh* 
trig, that he hinsnlf first saw it when it ma about five oer 
leagths distant, that the whistle signal wee not answered, 
th&t he h»frd no «pi>H action of %t» brakes on the approaching 
train, that he &ot off the engine and was at tha side of the 
tender of ai;» locomotive when the collision occurred* Hv stated 
that he did not know whether or not there was a red ll#ht 



on the rear of tho baggage ear, but thet at Woab fort ^eyae 

an Inspector asme to the engine got hi a red lighta to 

put on the roer of the baggage o&i", as was oustomary* 

Fireman Zoruli, of train 2nd Eo# 44, etated that 

bla locomotive? loft the round house at Waet Fort Wayne at 

6*45 p» a* to go Into tho yard for Its train, end was r«mdy 

to proceed at 7.00 p# B U , but waited for several westbound 

trpina to pass before atrrting east oa the main track at 

7*40 a* m* He atatad that while his train wee waiting for 

the westbound trains to arrive, he saw locomotive 15-? and 

ths baggage oar leaving the yard; *tt> that time the headlight 

and rfefr li^hta on thft locomotive were burning, but be did not 

notiea any il^ht on fch# r«&r of th© baggage oer* He stated tbft 

before leaving the ynrd t^o engineman of his train did not say 

how far ho axpacted to go aheed of tr^In Ho* 4, which 'mn due 

th<sre at 7*55 p. m. ?ireaan Zsrull further at*ted thet near 

the atation he looked abet d tz.£ a*,w thht the eignal at LaPnyette 

Street was in the ole&i* position, t fcet he then began to put eoal 

on the fire, end wh^n ho i"ES about to put In th«» aeoond sooop of 

ooal he felt the brekoe bein^ tpplii?d in emergency, heerd th» 

orash, and Jumped from bio locorietivo. E# atatad that he Knew 

thftt hia trfiln bed not pei red locomotive 152, but supposed it to 

be entirely into clear on thv smith track* Aftsr the eoeident he 

went ©round the wrecker end found ths headlight of hi a locomotive 

bumlngt Ha estimated tfcs speed of hie train to have been 8 or 

9 miles an hour »*t the tlnm of the collision. 



Both englaemen Involved were hilled in the a odd eat. 
He*\d Dr̂ kea«n Bender, of train ">sd Ko. 44, nbstrd 

th«t «hen bit* tr*in left ^mt Fort Wayne the crew hrd no or­
ders other than a clarence e«rd* fie stated that he ̂ es rid­
ing on top of the rsecftBd orr fro-* th* engine, th*t fe© wn 

et?-sdln& with his bsok toward the engine snd knew nothing 
of the Impending collision until he he&rd the sound of the 
whistle of loooaotive 152 and felt the emergeaoy sopHo**tlon 
of the br*k$s shout one ear length dletaat froa the point 
ef collision* Head Srrkm^n Binder stated thwt after tho 
aoeidont he got off and mlkod eround th« rear of the b»#j?a|je 
Ofer and found a lantern lying on the ground hut it * B ex­
tinguished and brokenj he did not notice whether it was a 
red or white lantern. So thought th« opeed of his train nt 
the tise of the collision wes <? or 19 zailaa per hour* 

Conductor Hiller, of train and Ho. 44, stated that 
some difficulty *t*n experienced In getting hie tr̂ is started 
a% êst **ort frayne »nd a yard engine then oousled to th© rmr 
end sad helped M s trisln out of the ysrd, the speed bsi w, 
about 10 alles an hour when the yard engine woa detached* Hs 
stated tb* t be saw looowotiv« I?? with tbe b®g$e$e ear sfĉ rt 
ê st̂ mrd oa the south traok, «nd sew a red light on the rmt 
platfom of tho beggs-go oar* K$ cmr ridlag on the î ar platform 
of hie cp-boos© when he felt the emergency application of the 
brakes about one ĉ r length distant frost the point of colli­
sion, st 7*52 P* ©• Be stated tl̂ t between Weet fort Wayne 



»o«» 

end tae point of fi evident ail signal aad switch lights wers 
v#ry plainly violbX»» that after tho accident aa saw that the 
h e a d l i g h t on his loefuaotlv ®ss turning, hat that th«* rsd light 
oa tha rear platform of tho begim&a oar wae missing;* 

Trftck Wotohnaa V&ahoa, stationed at Barr street, 
about 400 fast stmt of the ;>oii3t of incident, stated that sshaa 
loeoaotiva 19? and the D S T V W â r passed his wstob tower oa 
the evening of the avoidant, on its way to the m&% and of the 
south traak to await train flo. 4, ho bê rd train 2nd Sta* 44 

approaching rapidly just west of the station, looked toward 
it, than looked tomr4 locomot iv© 15? and saw ttet It lm< ̂ oae 
further toward tha aain tmnk than usual, although on aeaouat 
of the darkness he could acst e.X^aom juet bw far they really 
had gone* He stated tirst tr̂ la ?sd $©# 44 pa»*ad about on© 
alnuto after loeoesotiv© I5?f and tf.tt the collision occurred 
at 7»53 p* a* Ha further- st-tei ti^z ĥers &ae no light oa 
the rmr of the h-f̂ â e o&r m *t \ * u g n d ais tower, and that 
the headlight on locomotive T « D auralng* Be thought Wke 
epae* of twin Sad Ho. /.4 rtout 50 alias an hour at the 
tine of the accident* 

TreiiDiaftstftr Urby stct d fctot ii* nevemeata such a a 
that being taede with locomotive 15-™ %nd the baggage e®r ' * 
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In this la©t»nee, 1% ia the practice to mi* on the sautk track, 
Just ol#! r of the fouling point of the oast switch, until ferein 
Ho. 4 arrives et tfea etatian et Fort %vue* unaer full pro-

( Motion by fl«R, the loootaotivo end baggage oar then prooecd 
onto the &nln truck, the pilot bain® reeponsihle for this 
movement, «n<3 tbst, if not made under protection, it is a vi­
olation of tlus rules* He seld that In every lnetenee in w&ioh 
he was present thls practice had been properly followed, but 
thet on the evening of the accident this vms not done* Tr$in* 
master Kirby further atat«d tfĉ t the dispatcher st Pert %yn@ 
infers? pilots of engines r»g'rding trains on the ptteaenga* 
treok, hut is not is a rô itlon to Inform them regarding move-
nanta of trains atertlart fron the yard at Vest fort Wayne, 
because bo dose sot know when such train* a re* going to leave. 
He abated th&t in tMs instance, when the engine&ftn end pilot 
of locomotive l$2 were in tho telegraph office to inquire about 
westbound, trains, the dispatcher knew tint train 2nd Mo, 44 
had tee*?n ceiled, but, aa tĥ t train ma compelled to wait in 
the yards until three see6ions' of a westbound train h#<$ ar­
rived there, he was unable to toll when It would leave* 

Tfeia a, coldest w&» eeused by loeo&otlve 152 golnc 
beyond tha fouling rotnt of the m»% avrtteh of the south track 
at Fort Wayne without proper protection} and as a result tn?ln 

Vo« (4,4 was permitted to approach, unwrned, and collided 
vdth the s-ld© of locomotive 1$?. This failure to have the 
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movement prot*sat«d •wm in violation of rule 00 of tbo eeeretlna' 
rules of this GQjxpeny, for wfcl ob Yard Conductor Murphy ood In-
glnaaan Bottger aro responsible* Rule 9 9 reede> in part aa foiIowa? 

*Wh»a a train stops or Is d©laycd, under eirauwitaoeeo in which it msy be ovartaltaa by aaoth&r train, tba tlBgjmn au«t go baak lamedistely with danger aignale** * ** 
Tbe inveatig&tion developed th*t Yard Oonduoter biurphy twlae saw 
tbe signal at Harrison Street In tho atop position while bis looo-
aatlve and tha bn ~$ega oar ware oa their way to tha east awitoh 
of the south traolr, and this fact in Itself, la the lntaratt of 
tha safety of fcla train, sheila haw proapted hia to be p̂ rtlaularly 
oaraful to here bis train properly prot«otad befor« allowing hiK 
loooaotiva to foul th«» math track* 

A contributing eeuse of tbia avoidant is believed to ha?© 
bean tha failure af Eaginesaaa Hs^^nl^ch ta operate bia traia aa 
required by tha following ti&e-t£;bie lnetruettonal 

*'Eeaon«S*-olftn8 inferior Gretna and yard engines, la eitb»r dlraati'm bot̂ ean #eet fort ffayue yard ftKd tb« aaat aad of Oliver K u^o awltah, Fort Wayne, must move with grwt oare, jxneotla$ to find pesaengor or switeh @B#,ine& occupy* a$ the taal:*, tratett, *nd will run at auoh «p«>ad the t th© train eea be a topped *?bex*f aaoaa#ary» T\1B <Soea cot relieve tha parsons in eherae of auoh engines frara properly protecting them** 
Yard conductor Murphy entered tbi employ of thia eamp&ny 

September Q ( 1399, aa yard hslp-ar, wa promoted to the poaltion of 
yard foraaan January 10, lt$u?# *,nd fcrd a good raeord* £aginaman 
Bottgar e£ta?ed tha ser̂ loe -\& asA'iiifflse-Ek January Id, 1890* At tha 
tine of the accident Y»T& Conductor Murphy bad been on duty, is 
broken periods, ainee 11,?o R* a*, a total af 3 houra $ rainutaaj 
and SngiaeBiafi Batter had b̂ «*n on duty 1? hours* 


