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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

TPCRT OF T¥E DIRTITOR OF THE BURTAU OF SAFETY IN RE
IVVESTIGATICY OF AN ACCIDENT WHICF OCCURRED ON THE
TEW YORK, CFICAGO & ST. LOUIS RATLROAD NEAR EDWARDS-
TILLE, ILL., ON FEBRUARY 14, 1930

Yarch &, 1920

To tre Commission:

On Febrarry 14, 1930, there was a head—end col-
lisicn petwe:n two freight trains on the ¥ew York,
Chicego & 8t. Louls Raillroad near Edwardsville, I1l.,
wnlch reaulted 1n the injury of five employees.

Location and method of operntion

Thig accident ococurred on Subdivision 4 of the
Clover Leaf District, which extends between Charleston
Yard, I1l,, and Bridge Junctiown, near St. Louis, Mo., a
distence of 131.% miles, and 1s 2 single-track line over
which trains are onercted by time-table and trzin orders,
no block-signsl system being in use. The accident oc-
curred about 2 miles west of the stotion at Edwardsville,
approaching thils point from the west there 1s & 3° curve
to the richt about 770 feet in lencth, followed by about
1,170 feet of tanrent extending to the noint of accident.
Anproaching from the opwosgsite airection, there are several
short tangents and curves, followeu by about &C0 feet of
tangent, a 3° 20! curve to the left vhich 1s 485 feet 1in
length, and then sbout 75 feet of tangent tc the point of
accident. The grade 1g descending for several miles for
vestbound trains, ceing 0,60 per cent at the point of ac-
cident. The treck on the curve east of the point of ac-
cident passes throusgh a cut wnich restricts the range of
vision from a mestbound engine to about 300 feet. Eest-
bound trains ere suverior to opposing treins of thc seme
class.

The ' eather wes clear a2t the time of the accident,
~hich occurred st 8.28 a.nm.
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Degcription

Eastbouna second-class freight train Ne. 32, which
1s operated only on Monday, Wednesday end Fridey, con-
sisted of 18 cers end & caboose, hauled Ly engine 884, and
was 1n cherge of Conductor Franklin and Engineman Danlels.
On the day of the accident, which was on a Friday, this
trein left 1ts 1initial station, Madison, which 1s near
Bridge Junction end 1s the last open office, at 7.50 a.m.,
on time, passed Glen Carbon, 4.5 miles from Edwerdsvilile,
2t 8.25 r.m. according to the crew, still on fime, and col-
lided with trein first Ilo. 43 between Glea Carbon and Ed-
werdsville, while traveling at @ spced estimeted to heve
been from 15 to 25 miles per hour.

Westbound second-cless freight trein first No. 43,
1n charge of Conductor ¥Yegley end Enoineman Terry, and
consisting only of eangine 904 and 2 caboose, departed
from Cherleston Yard, i1ts i1nitisl stetion, et 4.10 2.m.,
four hours and five minutes lete, and arrived et Edwards-
ville at 7.40 a.m., where a message was received to pick
Up cars on various tracks 1n the vard at that point, sone
of which were taken from 2 track about 1 milc west of the
stetion. The trein then departed with 12 cars and the
ceboose at 8.23 a.m., eccording to the train sheet, ot
which time 1t was 1 hour and 24 minutes lete, end col-
lided waith train No. 32 wnile traveling 2t a eneed verious-
ly estimeted to heve been from 25 to 40 miles per nour.

Engine 884 and 1ts tender were not dereiled, but the
first three cars 1n tnis train wvere demclisned and the
fourth car dereiled. Engine 904, of trein first Fo. 43,
wes derailed but remained upricht; the first six cers in
this train were dersilec, three of therm being demolished.
Both of the enzgines were badly damaged.

Summary of evidence

Engineman Deniels, of ttain Fo. 32, s21d the speed
of his trein was gbout 25 miles mer hour when he saw
trein first No. 43 only 300 feet distent. He at once
epplied the gi1r brakes in erergency end Jumped, and he
sa1d he was not vositive whether he shut off steam before
leaving the engine. He held no orders relatinzg to train
first Fo. 43. The stoctements of Firemen Womack edded
nothing additional.
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Conductor Franklin end Bralemen Reynolds, McManigell
end Hutcheson, of trein No. 32, were riding in the caboose,
and their steiements i1noicated thet their first knorledge
of anvthiag wrong was when they felt the 2i1r orekes ap-
plied 1in emerpency, their train moving only a few car-
lengths before the collision occurred. After the escci-
dent, Conductor Frenklin talked with Engineman Terry, of
train first No. 43, and was told bv the engineman thet he
hed overlooked trein No. 32.

On account of the injuries susteined by Enginemen
Terry, of trein first No. 43, no stetement was obltained
from him. Fireman Cruze, of the same train, sa1d that
eiter picking up the cars at Edwardsville, there wes no
convergetion between any memocrs of the crevw zhout trein
No. 32, althcugh he di1d hear the engineman speak 2bout
where they would go for pessenger train Fo. 18. Fireman
Cruze had overlookea train No. 32 nimself, ana he ex-
pressed the opinion that all the other members of his
crew had done the seme thing. It also appearea frow the
statements of Fireman Cruze that when approaching the
point of accident, Brakeman Dowlin~ wes the first to ob-
serve the avnproach of trzin No. 22.

Brakeman Dowling, of trein firet No. 43, se1d he
wes stanaing on the left side of the ceb of the engine and
after 1t came out of the cut eest of tne point of accident
ne saw train No. 32 about 10 car-lengths distent. Breke-
man Dowling further steted thet thev were 1n 2 hurrv fo
leave Edmwardsville, and that 1a their hurry they forgot
train No. 332 and were figuring on goin~ to Peters, the
second station west of Ecwardsville, for passcnger train
Fo. 18.

Conductor ¥eglev, of train first No. 43, seid his
train left the west end of Edwardsville Yard st 8.20 a.m.,
end that he had figured on going to Peters for train No.
18. He hed entirely overlooked train No. 32, and thought
this 8lso was the case with the other members of his crew.
He wes working at his desk in the caboose rhen @pproech-
1ng the point of sccident, and his first knowvledge of any-
thing wrong was when the collision occurred; he had not
Telt any prior application of the 2ir brekes, The stete-
ments of Conductor Mepgley meTe corrobereted by those of
Fireman Grifiith,
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Goncludions

This accident was caused by overlooking the schedule
of an opposing superior train, for which the entire crew
of train firat No. 43 1s respnonsible.

Train No. 32 1s scheduled to operate only on Mondey,
Wednesdav and Friday, and the orew of train first Wo. 43
overlooked 1ts schedule with the result that thev depert-
ed westwerd from Edwardsville about 8,20 a.m., with train
¥o. 32, which was superior by direction, due to leave
Glen Carbon, 4,5 miles from Edwardsville, at 8.22 a.m.
Every member of the crew of train first No. 43 was a
promoted man, with from 14 to 20 vears' experience, and
the only reason that can be assigned for the occurrence
of this accident 1s the fact that thev were i1in 2 hurry
to leave Edwardeville, and thet the train with which they
collided was operated only on alternate days.

Examination of the records for & period of 30 days
prior to the occurrence of this accident shows that dur-
ing that period there was a totel train rioverent of 330
westbound trains and 333 eagstbound trains, or an averege
de1ly movement of slightly more then 21 treins per day.
At the time of the accident which occurred near the ste-
tion 2t Zdwerdsville on March 26, 1929, the average daily
trein movement was slightlv more than 23 treins, @nd 1n
the report covering that investigetion recormendation wes
made that consideration be given to the question of 1im—
stalling an adequate block-signal svstem. In the case
of the accident neer Swanville, Pe., which occurred on
June 13, 1928, 1t was found that the treffic density was
sufficirent to justify the extension of the block-signal
gystem so as to sovern train rovements of all clesses,
instead of confining 1t to passenger movements, as was
the case 1n that particular territory. 1In the case of
the accident at Deen, Pe., on October 25, 1929, refer-
ence was mede to the block signal recommendations con—
tained in the Edwardsville end Swanville reports, and
1t was pointed out that plans vere under way to 1nstell
an automatic block-signel system. The circumstances at-—
tending those three accidents, all of which were head-
end collisions, as ™mell ag the one here under investiga-
tlon, seem to warrant serious consideration by the res—
ponsible officers of this railvoad of the entire traffic
situation on their line, with a view to providing adequate
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block-s1nel protection on ell civisions where traffic

density 1s sufficient toc varresnt the tezking of such
gction.

A11 the ermloyees involved were experienced men,
end &t the time of the 2ccident n-one of them had been
onn duty in violetion of anv of the nrovisions o7 the
hours of service lav.

Recnectfully submitted,

W.P. BORLAND,
Director.



