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INTERSTATE COXIERCE C01S"ISSI0N 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR CF TEE BUREAU OF SAFETY II" RE IN-
V3STIGATl0iT OF AN ACCIuEFT "HICH OCCURRED ON THE 
N2D YORK, SUSQUEHAXNA 4 "ESTERA RAILROAD NEAR 
MARKSBORG, N. J., ON AAY 25, 1&26. 

Juno 24, 1926. 

To the Coim isoion. 
On Iiay 25, 1936, tacrc vas a neai-end collision 

"between a freignt tram and a lif.ht encine on tne Now 
York, Susquehanna & -cstcrn Railrood near Ilarksboro, N.J., 
resulting m tne death ox one employee and tne injury of 
four employees. 

Location pad metnod of operation 
This accident occurred on thoG part of tne Few 

York, Sasqaenanna & ""estern Railrood extending between 
Eeaver Lcke, :". J., and Snoos, Fa., a distance of 48.1 
niles, m she vicinity of the point of accident tnis is 
a smgle-tracjc line over which trams are oooratcd by 
time-table and tram orders, no block-signpl system 
being in use. Tne accident occurred m a roclc cut, at 
a point 1,890 foot west of tne station at Ilarksboro, the 
passing track at Xarhsboro is 3,060 feet m length and 
parallels the n a m trrck on tao south, tho cast switch 
being 5,635 feot east of tao point of collision. Ap­
proaching' tho point of accident from cither direction 
th^re are numerous sfiort curves end tangents, wnle the 
grrde at the point of accident is 0.43 per cent descend­
ing for ""'cstbomid trams. Owing to tac curvature of the 
track, baildin ,s :r.d ernb-wihments, tne view of tne point 
of collision fror t_n c-j oi either engine was limited 
to cbout IOC feet. 

Trams of the Lehiga A- No,- Englond Railrood 
operate over tho tracks of tne Fo7r York, Sasqaehpnna & 
Vcstern Railrord batacen Svarts1Tood Junction aid Hpincs-
burg Junction, those stations DO m i located 8.3 uiiles 
c^st and 3.6 miles west of Karksboro, respectively. 

The T Gather was clccr at the tine of the acci­
dent, which occurred at about 3.05 p.m. 
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Dcscription 

rwsxDound L.£. I\T.E. engine 39, running light, 
v.rs m charge of Engincnjan Lcssig. At Swprts'^ood Junction 
a copy of tram order To. 216, Form 31, *..ra.s received, 
reading in part as follows: 

"*** L&TS en-mo 39 *** will jroct extra 
2476 c:st at 1? rkssoro Siding. L&2IE 39 
ta.ke siding." 

Engine 39 depo-rted a„t cn-out ?.o0 o.r., but on reaching 
liarksboro, noi-rcver, instead of huadm^ in a.t the east 
switch of tiie passing crack, I C continued westr/a.rd on the 
m a m track for a aistrnce of lore tnan 1 ••-lie, colliding 
with extra 2476 ~uhile traveling "•t a speed estimated xo 
have been about 30 miles an hcur. 

Eastuound r.Y., S.& ™. freight cram extra 2476 
consisted of 25 cars and a. caboose, hauled by engine 
2476, and was in charge of Condactor Rodenbaugn and 
Engineman Gordon. At Haincsburg Junction che crci* received 
a copy of tram order To. 216, Form 31, previously re­
ferred to. Extra. 2476 departed from Hamcsburg Junction 
at 7.15 p.m., left Blairstoijn, 3.1 miles 'vest oi HCTXB-
boro, at 7.53 _j.n., and V J I S approaching the 'jest si itch of 
the passu track at Ilarlcsboro, traveling at a speed estim­
ated to ha.vu been between 25 and 30 nilcs an hoar, T hen 
it collided - ith light engine 39. 

Engine 39 was not derailed but was driven back-
ua.rd a distance of 523 feet by tne force of the inpact, 
its nead end v̂ as badly danaped. Engine 2476 iras not 
dera.ilcd "but its head end was considerably damaged, two 
cars m this tram wore der-iled and damaged. The en-
ploy oc killed was the ongincman of Qiguo 39. 

Sui i . ary of evidence 
Tirenan Basl'irk s" id no -;eat into tne telegraph 

office at Suartsircod Junction ;ith Engmeman Lessig and 
Flagman Goigcr, , ;.d ;hat u h ^ cn^meman rend the order 
aloud, his recollection of the order was confined to 
that part of it i hicn required m e engine to take sidmg 
a„t Karksboro, Tne engmchian did not give m m the order 
so roa,d for himself, nor did he see the onginemin a^am 
after they boarded tne engine, m c h 'jas of tne double-
cab type. Fireman Buskirk said he road on the left side 
of the forward can toocther ' ith the flagman until utnin 
about 1 mile of ilarksboro, "nea he uent back to the rear 
of tne engine for the purpose of fixing tne fire prepara-



- 3 -

tory to pulling j.n on the passing tr-̂ ck to moot the 
opposing tram. he did not notice thac tao engine nad 
not stopped at tne passing irecn, and did not laaox of 
the impending danger until the accident occurred. 

Flagiian Geiger, oi L.& J J . engine 39, stated 
that he thoroughly understooa tne contents of err m order 
Fo. 216, tnat ne rnd die firepan nad been sitting on the 
front of aiu e_i,nie, or. tie mlc^, ^ a d tna« v.nai in enc 
vicinity of Still, rxur, 4,4 : il^e f u n 1 ojicsboro, tae 
fireman ;ent o-c!: to "orlt on tao f i rc * hilo he mpcelf 
returned to tne cab, cn z:i^ left side of tho engine, 
for the purpose o^ eating I,it, l u i i C ' . , m d ŝ iclt̂ e 
accident ocounce juot as ac i - s roachmg far nis lunch. 
Flagman Coegcr a a s positive trot both ho p n d tae fireman 
understood the contoats of train order r c J 216, but nc 
srid th-x Ijrilcsboro S 1 dm f t irs pessed bofo'-c ha realized 
it. Flagman Gf^iger also c n i tn-> t; IC was tnorougao.y 
familiar ritn che ro^d; chat no d i d not notion ray 
evidence of life on tne eat: nonaa' & side of tne cab 
between tne time \ atcr wa& teia~ii ot ST a i " s ' ood and the 
point of collision, I J O I d i d n o h^er tho or.bi.io whistle 
sounded when approachm; inrksbcrc. Ho estimated tne 
speed to hrvo been about 3C to 35 niles an hoar from 
Svartsi.ooo1 to the point o~ collision. 

I'one of the nc oers of tha crew of ex ere 2476 
t.rs rvare of anything \ rong U . I L:1 j a e t prur co tne 
accident, Engine,nn Gordon arid t a r t na d i d not sec 
engine 39 approacmng o r m 5 to tne curve to the left, 
ana the first ae .enev of -ny tiling wrong wrs when Fire­
man liengle saoatod just as tae collision occurred. Con­
ductor Rodehbaugn, Firen-m Koaglc, - > n d Head Brake ian 
Snyder estimated tne speed of ihc_r train to nave been 
about 25 niles an nour at tha t-i a of tne accident. "he 
stotcnenus of Br-ke.an ~Tep-vcr p a d Flagman i " D l l i r a s 

practically corroborated diose of tae other ra ibors of 
the crew, 

Agont-Opeiaton Carrie, stationed at Marksboro, 
stated tart he van on nie far., abont cne-ulf ,alo \ est 
of lanrksboro scrtioa at ^ t i , a of tne reci'dent. Ho 
said he heard tha engine 1 histlo sounded for die cross-
in'4 at jjiarksboro station by oi^ino 39, indicating to 
him than EnginoLan Los si? .ust have been .̂n possession 
of his facuincs alter passm t l I.orksboro Siding, o s tho 
crossing rt tho stacion I F loo-tod est of IR .rksboro 
Sid:ng. Ha also srir1 that people living in tae in i C d i a t c 
vicinity of tne stption said they s m E n o i n 0 i . r n Lcssig 
wave his nand as ho po^sec" tne crosemg, 
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Op-r^cr Hill, or. duty ot G -rteT'oed Junction, 
end -no f^r^man ^d flr^.^n ere tn firsu to cone into 
uho Oifico, tney loexi u. ac th- ore'er ana one cf uhe i, 
nc thought it .rv; th- tire ipn, rera it oloud. Engmeman 
Lcssig then entered and recid th~ order rlouo. before sign­
ing it rnd Operator Hill saia tn in^motan gave a cooy 
of tn. order to tne fireman. In his opinion all three 
of these employees tnoioaghly anucistood tn^t tney • ere 
to meet ox era 247 b -t karic^berQ. 

Conclu c j i ons 
This accident "/as ciusod by tne failure to obey 

L meet order, for - nicu Engmeman Lessig, Fireman Euslnxk, 
eno Fle.gr an Geigor, of L.& U.S. engine 39, arc respons­
ible. 

Under the reciuirci oats cf trein order To. 216, 
engine 33 sa^uld Lav3 goaded in at the case s lech of 
Llriksooio Siding to ..icot extra 2-*7S. The reason Eu-
gmcjan Lessig dia not comply 1 i Jh the require, ients of 
tram order no. 216 coald not bj ascertained. 

Under tne TJI03 firemen and flagmen arc reci-ired 
to road tram oif'crs carefully and to keep tne in. i.md, 
The collision occurred d a peine 5,635 feet vast; of the 
erst suitcn of Marksoorc Sidmg, at -;nich ooinc engine 
39 smuld nave cleared the m a m track. Had Fiionm 
Susie irk or Flag-iar. Goiger been on the ->lort end conolicd 

Titn tho requirements of the rales this accident \JOU1G 
hrvc been averted. Instead of so dointJ, Fircran Buskirk 
paid no attention to the moot order, vnile Flagmen G-eiger 
entirely overlooked tne fact that the meeting point had 
been prescd, boi:r engrossed in eating. For such cis-
regaxd of futy ihoro o in be no excuse. 

E-d en r do que to block-simal system been m use 
on this line, tnis accident prob^cly vould not hrvc oc-
cteried, an adequate ijtoj m c tram stop or tram control 
device roulo. neve prevented it. 

All oi" the employees msolved \erc experienced 
men. At the ti.K of ohc accident Engmeman Leseig end 
Fireman Easkirk had been on duty approximately 9-/ hours, 
and Flagmen C-eiger 9 hours, prior to \nich they hex1, been 
oif duty froii 21 to 25 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. ?. BORLAND 
Director. 
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