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IFTERSTATS COMUERCE COMYVISSION

REFORT OF THEE DIRECTOR CF TEE BUREANT OF SAFETY 17 RC IW-
VESTIGATIOr OF AN ACCIDEIT "HICH OCCURZELD ON Thk
I'ST YCRK, SUSQUEHANG. & "28IZRT RALLROAD TEA
MARKSBORC, ¥, J., OV LAY 23, 1426,

June 24, 12826,

To the Comw 1ggicn.

On Iliey 2%, 1226, t2erc vaes a nead-end colliisicn
tetween a ireignt train and o licht engine on Tone Yew
YTork, SUSqULhaJna & ¢cstorn Rallrood near larksboro, I.d.,
resulfing n tuc death of ono cuwployece oad the ngvry of
four employees.

Leentbilon oad metnod of oporation

This accideat occurred on thoo part of tae Few
Yor, Suasgureninna & “estorn Ratlrood cxtending setvecn
Eeaver Leoke, M. J., coad Saovs, Fo., o distonce of 48.1
nilces, 1a she vicialsy of the weant of accident tais 1s
o singlz-troce line over which traing are oosrTated by
time-table and vroia ordecrs, ao block-siganl sysbtom
bcing 1in usc. Tae pecident occurrcd in A rock cut, at
o point 1,880 fecot west of tnc station as KurAS\oro, the
ossing track at Marksboro 1s 3,060 feet inm length naod
parallels the noin treck oo tne scuth, the cast switch
bcing 5,835 feet cast of tae peint of collisioa.  Ap-
proaching thoe soint of accideat from cither dircetion
there are numerous short curves ead teng:nts, ri1le the
grode at thce soint of cccezdeat 1s 0.43 per ceat descind-
1nz for vegtbowad Lrons. wing to wac curvoature of the
trock, Bailadaia s cod emv-almonts, tne view of tne ooint

of collls:on fror to3 cm2 of cither cnginc was lirited
to hout 10C focot.

Troins of tha Lehlgl ¢ Jo. Engleond Rarlrocd
f

cper~tc over the tracks of tas Fov iOLk, Susqgadnesnn &
i'cgtern Roilrorc betuccn Siartscod Junction ol Holacs-—
burg Junction, thess staticns pociz: locoted 8.9 wilcs

¢ st and 2.6 milcs 7est of Marksboro, rescectively.

The " ecather was clenr at whe tirne of the n~cci-
gent, which occurrcd nt about 3.05 p.n.
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Dcescription

Tvstoound L.& Y.E. capinc 3¢, running light,
Lwrs 1n chorge of mn01num 1 Leesig. At Swrrisood Junction
o~ copy of troin ordur ¥Yo. 216, Form 31, wne rceoived,
rceding 1n port s fOltho.
f*% T6VE ongince 39 *** will meet exsro
24768 c-cst ot L-r-eboro Sidinzg. L&NE 3
take sidiar."

Ingine 39 departed ~nt conat 7.50 o.v., but on re-~ching
liarksboro, howcver, 1nste~d of hecding in at the cast
switch of toc possing oroclk, 1c continued westward on the
mein track Zor » algtence of rore tnan 1 rile, cellidang
with cxtra 5476 while treoveling -1 - specd cstianted to
have been cbeout 30 miles ~n heur,

Eostuound T".Y., 8.4 W, frcighe crain cxtre 3476
consisted of 35 coars cnd o ¢cbeoose, hawled by cagine
2476, and wos 1n charge of Condactor Roduﬂb‘uwﬂ and
Enginemen Gordon. AL “ulﬂcsburg Junction che crow Teccived
o copy of train order lo. 216, Form 31, prcviously TC-
ferred to. mXSrn 2476 devarted from Haincsburgz Junction
at 7.1b p.m., left Bloirstown, 3.1 milecs vest oL lioris—
becro, at 7.23 L. n., ood whs eporooching the woest s 1tch of
the pﬂSSlA tr ck at iorksvoro, trovelinz ot - soccd cstim—
ated to hove been petwecn 20 aomd S0 nmalce o hoar, " hen
1t collided - 1th light cnzire 339

Ingaince 3% vas nct derniled but wes driven Hock-
werd o distence of 523 foet by tac foree ot the inpact,

1ts acad end wos badly domagcd. Enginc 23476 e no*
deratled Tui 1ts heoad crd was 00351derably domesed, two
cors 1n this train wore deor-iled ond demaged. The o1

ployuc killed wee the cnmginemaa of gﬂ 1ne 39,
Sui.ory ©i ovidcnco

Taireripn 2asirt s~1d4 rne wweat inte tno teloazraph
office at Surrtszcod Juncticn J1tvh “agicomen Legsiz oad
Flagmea Geiger, . od shet uhe ua~+hemﬂn Tcnd the order
aloud, his rocollection of Tre order wrs ceonfined to

thot p'wt of 1% vhica rogulrced ailg caecine to toke siding
ot Morksboro, Toc cnciscuwen did not L1ve nim Shne order
50 rTCod for himeself, aor did he sco the englnéawa o-oln
cfter they boarded tac engice, rwich wee ol tne dovble—
cob type. Firconan Buskirk e~1d he rord on the Loft sade
of the forurrd cab to_cther » ith the flagman tacil L1toin
about 1 milc of “ersooro, vipen he woent back to the reer
of tne enginc for the purposc of Tixing tac fire prepare-
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tory %o pulling .n on tho poscian tr-cl to mect the

opposing troala. he dia

not storped ot tnt posginy tro

the wopending donger uatil ure
Flagiien Geiger, ol L.& @
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Front of sac cajin2, oo twe
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ac01dont OCCLTLICL JULL g C 1
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L
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sc1d th-3
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speed to hove boeca about 3C to
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pllce, "G tame W21 1A $Ac
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and the first ce ifmev cof -nytuing wrong Wes wicso Fli G
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OFer-ser 111, oo dasy 2T O ~rogvocd Juinction,

p1d woe farona sd fle-osen ore th firse to conwe into
vhe oxfice, tnoy losktoa s whe order ana one of shen,
nc thouvgzhs 1t /v the firosn, reca 1t oloud. -nglacon
Lessig then ¢atered nad r2od the order olouw bofore sign-
g 1t end Orernter H1ll saza ta onginenan gave o cony
of tn. ordur to tac fizeman. Ia hig opinion all threc
of theae Ciployecs tanicaghiy anucistood tan~t tacy ' cerc
to weet cxira 3476 -1 orksbero.

C

Soncludiong

fe1lurc to ohey
g, Fircnon Buskirk,
ac 32, -rc roszons-

ihis reeadent -
. nCct order, for ol
ceno Flogr-a Geiger, o
itle.

I'o. 216,

Ay

Trnder the regulrct o1to cf troin ordo
vngine 23 srvld Leve wendta 1n at the cost g 1och ol
wWoIZSe010 3141ng o .eet cxtra 2=75. Ths repscn wiy En-—
pincaan LGSSlé d-wa not comply ' 1.2 tho reguirc.ents of
trola order Yo, 218 could a0t bl ascoertelacd.
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Ucder tane rules fircnen aad flagica arc realazed

to road troin oufoers sarcfuily ~ad to kecp tae 1a .and,
The collision oceurrcd o a pcrab 5,885 feet wost of the
cst switca of Morksoore 8iding, ot “rzich poine enginc

3% soould aave eicared the rain track, H~d Fivemen
Burkirk or Flaganrn Gzciger peen o2 the ~lert ond conclicd
1ta the renuironents of tno rules this cccident wovld
necve ween averted., Ingtead ol so doia, Fircoan bBuskirk
peid no attecation to she ncet corder, vaile Flognon Geiger
cavirely ovcrlooclcd t.ac fﬂct thot the recting soiant hoad
bucr acesed, beiur orpgrogsed 1a catinp. For such (is-

pdetad rd of 'u+y'%uvu can bc 0 SXCUSC.

a

F-d on sciuote bloc“—91:nal gystcl been 1in usc
or thic line, tnis nccicdent prod-:ly would aot hove oc-
curred, an Lqu 1ate “JtO]IulC train gtop or troin coatrol
cevice voula hove preventod 1t.

111 o the ciployecs ravolved were cxpericaced
werm, At the tiae of Jvhe pcoidsat dnginoncna Lus°¢m ond
ircona EBaslinzk ord bocn ox duty hporogl"ﬂubly 9% hour
w1l Floprmen Geiger 3 hours, prior to r.aich they hod bucn
cif duty fro.. 21 to 35 hourc.

'_1 FLJ E

Re-pecwiully subnitted,

W. 2. 30RLAND

Lircctor.
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