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IN RE IAVESTIGATIOR OF ACCIDERT OB THE

NEW YORK, SUBQUEHANMA & WHSTERN Inv-565
RAILROAD, June 4, 1912.

On June 4 there wus & heade-ond collision on the
Hew York, Susquehanns & Yestern Rallrosd st Macapin Lake
Junetion, B. Y., between a passenger and freight train, re-
sulting in the desth of one employee and the injury of ten
enployeas and el;ht passengers.

After inveatigstion, the Chlef Inspector of
Bafety Applisnces reports na followst

Bast-bound panssenger train No. 918 left Hewfound-
land, H.J., ita western terminal, feor Granton Junction, W.J.,
gt 6150 A.M. It consisted of one combination eay and four
ecoaches, hauled by aengine Ho. 26, and was in charge of eon~
duetor Psulison and enginemen Haven. Just hefore reaching
the western end of the siding at iacopin Lake Junction,

2 station l.l miles east of Hewfoundland, 1t e¢olllded head-on
with vest-bound extra frelght traln Ho. 104.

Yeat-bound extra freight train Ho. 104 was ealled
t6 leave BEdgewater, H.J., ot 6145 P.M,, June 3. At the tine
of the aceidant it conslsted of four loaded ears, elght empty
cars and & oaboose, hauled by engine Wo. 104. This traln wss
in charge of conductor Geor;e Hobbins and enginemsn ¥. H,
Steele. At Riveraide, H.J., thia train received order MNo.
53, directing it to run extrs, Riverside ta Wargégé}ke, amd
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at Wortendyke it received an order to run from Wortendyke to
Beaver Lake, 6,8 miles west of Nawfoundland. At no time

did this train receive any orders relative to trzin Yo, 918.
Extra No, 104 passed Charlotteburgh, the last station pre-
vious te the point of collision, at 6850 A.M., without hav-
ing sufficient time in which to reach the next station,
Macopin Lake Junctlon, for Ro, 918, colliding with that
train at about 6153 A.M,

This division of the Hew York, Buscuehanna &
Eestern Rallroad 1 a8 single track lins. Ro bloeck signals
are in use, trains being operated by the double train order
fyatem. Approaching Hacopin Lakte Junction from the west there
i3 a five degree curve leading to the right. 0On the morning
of the accident the view of the engineman of passenger train
Ho. 918 wue ohatructed by cars standing on z siding on the
inslde of this eurve, a0 that he could not gee extra No, 104
until just before the collision.

Prior to Hay 26, 1912, the western terminsl of
train No. 918 huad heen Butler, 7.2 mlles east of Newfoundland,
but on that dute a new time tabla went into effect and tha
terminal was changed to Newfoundland. All of the employwess
invalved in this aceident, howaver, were familiar with this
change.

At the inveagtigation brakeman Xinney, of extra Ho,
104, stated that on leaving Green Pond Junction, the second
station east of the point of collislon, he calléaﬁgh the con=
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'cuntor nnd ssked him if thny werse goins to Iuaﬂpin nake Juna~-’

tien fbr Ho. 918, but that he did not think that the conduotor
hsard him. Juat after this he apoke to fisgmen Snyder about
train Ro, 918, and these two employees were looking at the
time tabdle when the gollision ocourred,

Flagman Snyder stated that after setting off esrs at
Green Pond Junetion he thought they were going to the siding
at Macopin Lake Junction for train Ho. 918, as there was time
encugh to do this. He ststed that according to his watch the
train was ready to leave Green Pond Junction at 6132 A.M,, al-
though it was delayed ssveral minutes In making & start. He
was busy booklng ears when brakeman Kinney wnsked him whers they
were going for Ne. 918, He then asked the brakeman what
ting thet train wasz due and reuched for his time table, bhut
vefors he had & ehanece to look at it the collismlon occurred.

Conductor Robbins stated that since the new tine
table went into effact, hls train had not had ocoasion to meet
Ho. 918, &3 1t had pazsed Hewfoundland hefore Ko. 918's leav-
ing tire, and on this sccount he forget all about the train.
Both before and after leaving Grean Pond Junetion conductor
Robbins talked with the engineman sz to where they would zeet
Ho. 902, but no mention was mede of trmin No, 918. He stated
that all of his brakemen knew of the orders under which the
traln was running.

Enginemsn 8mith, of extra Ro. 104, stated thst be had
forgotten that No. 918 left from Newfoundlund 1@& of But-
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ler. ¥hile at Butler he aaw a paanciuo? tr;in leave there,
and he was under the impression that 1t was Ko, 918. He said
that he ?hought of No, 918 just before it eame in sight, and
had shut oﬁflatuam and apslied the brakes in emergency hefore
the oolliasion oceurred, The speed of hia traln at the time
of the ¢ollislion was about four or five miles per hour, The
passenger train was running at a spesed of ghout 25 miles

per hour,

This acoldent was caused by the fallure of the
erew of extra No. 104 to kReep their train glear of the aain
track on the time of passenger traln Ho, 913, & supsrior {rain
both by clzss and by direetion.

All af the employees involved in this zccident were
experienced men and none of them had been on duty in viols-
tion of the provisicna of the hours of saervice law.

As previously mentioned thia division of the lHow
York, Busguehsnne & Western Rullroud s & single traeck line,
and had it bean eguipped with an adeguste block signsl
syatem, this accident would undeubtedly have been averted,
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