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ITIERSTATI COIMERCE COMLISETOY

RTIPOFT OF THI DIRLNTCR OF TL EUREAU CF SoFZTY IN RE
I ESTIGATION QF AY ACCIDENT WHICH CCCURRED ON
T2 TEY TORK CFYTRAL FAILNCAD FCAR WALLACETON,

Pi., OV DECEMZER 25, 1935.

Februsry 17, 1926.

To the Contission.

Jn oecuniber 26, 1925, there was a rear-end
gollision betwecn a light eagince and a freight train on
the Now York Cocntrol Reilrond near Wallaceton, Pa., re-
sulting 1n thne death of one cmployee.

Loeation and r.ethod of opegration

This accident occurred on tne Baech Creek sub-
divigion of the Pennsyivanla Division whlch extends be-
tween Jersey Shcre Junction enl Clearficld, Pa., o dis-—
tonce of 87.67 miles, in tae vicrurey of the point of
accident thie 1e n single-crock line over which frains
are onerateo by time-table onc tirin orcers. An aobsolute
block 1g ..nantrined at all trnes for prss2nger troins,
Tnc rules reguire the spacing of freight traine on cer-
toln deeclundiny p1ades, oSUL liguaw €ngiues are perritted
to follow freizght troins ianto blocks vitaout regerd to
tire o1 sarce 1ntervals. n2 8T chione 1invoelved, procecd-
1ng westward, are Munsgon, Van, Tallaceton, Eizler, Vood-
land, and Clearfiecld Junctior, those at Munsen, Woodland
and Clearfield Junction ae.nc open block officer at the
tine this ~ccilent occurred. The block [rom HMunson to
loodlani 1¢ ancrated ae pernaigsive blcek for freight troanc
but they -re not allowed to procead beyond Bigler untal
notifie <ot the block 1s clear between Woodland and
Clearfielc Juaction, the letter block coverins one of the
descendinr rrodes 1 which an absolute block for freight
traine 1s rnaintained.

. The ~ccident occurred at o point approxarately
5 t.1le cast of 1allaceton, apsroaching this point fron

the east therc are 1,850 feet of tangent, followed by a
10° cyrve o lhe right €0 fect in length and then a

30 30 curve o the left 2,300 feei in lengtn, the acci—
dent occurring on this last-rentioned curve at a point
about 220 feet fros 1ts western enc. The grade for
several miles 18 ascending westward, averaging about 1

oer cent, tnen level for about + mile, and is then 1 per
cent descendiag to_the point of accident, an additional

Gistonce of abeut 4+ mile, an” for some wistance bheyond.
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An embarkment and shrubbery bordering the
right-of-vay restrict the view of the point of accident
from the fireman's side of an eastbound engine to a dis-
tance of about 400 feet.

The weather was clear at the time of the ac~
cldent, which occurred at abovt 8.35 a.m.

Descrintion

Woestbound freights traln extra 5135 consisgted
of 90 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 5135, and was
11 charge of Concuctor . F. Eertral and Engineman Beam.
It hag been ossisted by helper engine 3800 from Avis,
72.33 miles fron Wellaceton, to Van, a station about
nile eaet of the peint of ~ccident, at this latter point
the helper cngine wes clt off while the train was 1rn motion
rnG extra Bl4E proceedew dom the grade toward Walloceton.
Extra 5135 hed about pesen brought to a stop ab Wallaceton
for the purpose of ascertaraing 1f the block were clear be-
tween Wecodland and Clearfield Junction, and also to per-—
T 1t tae brakomen to surn up the retaining valves, when
the reer en” was struck by light engine 3800,

Light enzine 3800 was 1n charge of Engineman
Richards, ancd alter uncoupling frem extra 5135 at Van,
the engine was broucht to a stop and Engineman Richarde
got 1nto cormrunicaticon with the dispatcher by telephone
and was dirceterl tc wroceed to Wallaceton and to get into
clear at that point for a following train, Accordingly,
it proceeded westward and had . oved about ¢ rnile when it
collided with the rear of extra £135 whil:> traveling at
a epeed estimated to have becn from 8 to 12 miles an hour,

¥one of the cquipnment was derailed and only
slipht docage was sustalned by *the reoad end of engine
3800 and the two rear cars 1n or7ray bl ., the caboose was
guite badly damaged. Tne employee <«21lel was o brakeman
of extra 5135 who was crushed between the caboose and the
first car.

Sunmrary of evrdence

Concuctor G. F. Bertran, of extra 5135, sald
train L8-9 was following his own train and when helper en—
ginc 3800 wns cut off at Ven he realized that it would be
conpelled to follow his train to Wallaceton in order to

clear the following train and as his train sloweC down
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vnen ap-rocchiny Wallacetsn he pot up from his seat 1n
the caboosc to lock for tae lipht entine. He had just
reachcd tne door when he saw the light engine, about 10
or 13 car-icngtae Cistant, and called a warning of danger
to the flogi-n oid brakeman, he ond the flagman left by
the rear door while the breokenan started cut the front
.oor, Conuustor 3ertram sald his train was woving abt a
sppe( of about 6 milcs an hour when he first saw the
11oat englie wie tane 1% and nearly stopped when 1t was
struck. He further stated thoat 1t wes customary to pro-
vide flag protection cgainst following helper engines,
but that .n this case he 17 not know his traln was golng
to stop 2al that 1t hal not been necescary to provicde
2srotection before 1t reached the poinv where tne accident
occurred.

Flagman Celdwell sald his troain moved at a low
rote of speed after the helper cngmne h-~cd been cut off
~a2¢ that under such circumstances 11 had not been cus-—
tomary to get off and protect the train npgarast the fol-
lowinz helper., In tnis cose when the speed of the ftrain
began to “ecresse he looked out of tue door anl saw cn-
gine 3800 approaching around the curve, called a warning
to tone oineis 1n the cabocse, and got off wita a red flag,
at weicn time the speed of his train was about 4 or 5 miles
an hour, and he zsitmated that he had succeeded 1n getting
back a distance of about three car-lengths.

Zngineman Beanm, o1l exXxtra 5135, saild that upon
arriving at ‘ellaceton *he train was brought to o stop
and he colled the dispatcher from a nearby telephons booth
and asked 1f the bloc: at "loodland were clear, being told
to call cgain when he Teccned Bigler, about 3¢ miles dis-
tant., Upon returning tc the engine he noticed that some-
thing was wrens with the air, the geuge indicating that
the brakes werc set, the head brakeran started back toward
the rear end to locatc the troubl. bat returned shorily
afterwards and told 2im of the nccident.

Engrnemen Richards, of engine 3800, said he
called the dispatcher from the tclephone booth at Van,
after uncoupling from extra 5135, and was 1nstructed to
proceed to Wallaceton to clear a following train. He
started his cngine about a minuze or two after extra 5135
had departed, and sc1d 1t was drifting as 1t approached
the point or zccident. On account ol being on the out-
slde of the curve and also on account of steam being
blown across the front of the engine, he wos able to
see but a short distance nhead, and his fairst knowledge
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of the fact ~hat ne ras closing up on extra 5135 was when
Firerman Blocr told him that that train was ~bout 14 car-
lengths ahead and ne at once applied the brake, reducling
tne specd to rboul 8 miles an hour. After moving o short
distance he svddealy saw the rear of the train apparently
apbout 30 feet aistant, but wos unable to stop his engine
before strikinz the caboosc. He did not know whethcr or
not extra 5135 was movainy at the time of the collision,

He further stated that to the best of his knowledge tine
alr brakes on his engine Were 1n proper working order.

Fireman Bloom, of engine 3800, said that when
his enzine had been cut off from cxtra 5135 at Ven, 1t
wos brought to o stop necr the telephonc booth, aad while
the enginemon hurricdly got in touch with the dispatcher
he went ouvt on the froant of the engine to put up wnite
flags, tefore ke hed finished coing, tnis the engineman
reiturned and called to hir to hurry as they had to go to
tnllacescon, Steen was used untii The time he told the
enginenan tiat extra 5135 wnas ebout 1z ur 14 car-lengtnas
distant, the engineran then apply.ng tne brakes. At first
1t seemed to him that cxtra 5135 wre traveling as fast
ag engine 3800, biut the smoke and stecam tanen seemed to
settl:s down in front of taz engine so that he did not
gce tne caboose agein until they were within *two c¢ar—
lengths of 1t, aand upon seeing some one Jump Irom the
caboose he called to the engineman to stov. Fireman
Bloom said ne had not seen the rear of extra 5132 {rom
tne time his engine was urncoupled from that train until
Lhe time he called to tThs cngilnemcn.

Conclusions .

Tnis cccident was caused by the failure of En—
gineman Richards, of engine 3800, to operate his engine
under proper contrel in view of the fact that he knew he
was closely following extra 5135, by the failure of Con-
ductor Bertram ond Flagman Galjwell of extra 5135 properly
to protect their train, and by the failure of tne railroad
comoany to prov-ce s“fe ratho?s for the operation of help-
er engines after they have becn cut off from thear tralns
at Von

En,ine 3800 had been cut off from the rear of
extra 5135 witnin less than 1 mile of the point vhere the
accident occurred, aund under the ¢ .oumstances 1t was 1n~—
cumbent on Enginewan Richards to operate hls engine pre-



pared to stop witnin range or vision, Thers the view wasg
COBCUrel. Oy SMise and ssue vy, OF OY The curvature ol the
track, then it was 211 the more nccessary that the speed
of kis englae be roliced accordingly in order fo avoid the
hozard of an accident. In tuois conuectvion, 11t may be
statec thet cxealaamsion cf sne eag-ne ald not reveal any
gteam lecaks thot woold interfere with tne engineman’s is—
10T e

T'hi1le Loe triaan crew of extre D135 may not hav
kaown thot sheir train was goins to stop at Vallaceton,
such 1nform=at-on should not be nacessory 1n oT.er 1o enable

them to provice pioper flag protectiion. Concuctor Bertrar
gald Als train asweine. a speed of 15 or 18 miles an hour
after nassing Vam cnd that 1t hal stopped, or nearly stopm-
ped, wacn toz rccident occurrcd. Coth Jhe concuctor ond the
flegma were in the cebocse arc knew thnt their troin pro-
bably wouls he followe clozely by the lLelper engine,

hot either of thege uen beea suificiently on the alert 1t
1s belacved he coulc have ftarcown off a fusee 1n tue to
nave prevented the accicdent.

It 18 the custom for the helper enginc on a
westbound train to be cut off at Van and for the cengincnan
i charge of the helper to coll the dispetcher for instruc-
tichs, These instructions sre mrven vorrolly, os was the
czge 1n this instance, Eancinemaa Richards naving been told
to follow extra 5135 to YWallaceton in order toc get into
clear ot that point for o following trean. Ho sprcz or
tire interval 1s required although the existing physical
cenditions would eee 1 to worrant some such method of pro-—
tecting train movements, these conditions consisting
of & 1 per cent descendin- grade over a sabstantial
portion of the distconce, wiwh sharp curves which very
matericlly restrict the rance of vision of enzine creows,
1t 2leo a>pears tnat no conductor cor flagman 1s assigned
to these helper earizes. The operaticn cof an enging on
the main track on verbal authority with no means provided
of spacinz the movement 1s not cornducive to safety, the
installation of a spur at Von to cenasble helper engines
to get inse clear for follovin: trains would eliminate the
Cangers of the existing situdbion.

Had an aodeguate autcmeatic train stop or train
coatrol device veen i1n use, this zccident would not have
occurred.

The employees involved were experilenced men and
at the tirie of the accident none of them hnd Tecen cn duty
in vicl gtiun of any of the provisions of the hours of ser-
vice law.

Regpectfully submitted,

w. P. BORLAXY
Dircctor.



