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REPOPT OF THE PTRSCTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE­
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED 
ON THE NSW YOPK CENTRAL RAILROAD NEAR VAN 
CORTLANDT, N . Y.M ON KAY 27 , 1923 . 

June 1 8 , 1 9 2 3 . 

To t h e Commission: 

On May 37, 1923, t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f a pas senge r 
t r a i n on t h e New York C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d near Van C o r t l a n d t , 
N . Y . , .d i ich r e s u l t e d m t h e dea th o f one e m p l o y e e and the 
i n j u r y of s i x p a s s e n g e r s and one e m p l o y e e . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t h e Putnam 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Sedwick Avenue and Putnam 
J u n c t i o n , N , Y , , a d i s t a n c e o f 53 ,49 m i l e s , which IQ the 
v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t is a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e 
o v e r * h i c h t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e , t r a m o r d e r s 
and a manual b l o c k - S i g n a l sys tem. The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
at a p o i n t o ,57 mile wes t of Van C o r t l a n d t ; app roach ing 
t h i s p o i n t from tne -vest t he t r i c k i s t angen t f o r a d i s ­
t a n c e of o ,67 m i l e , f o l l o w e d by a ourve of 4° t o the r i g h t 
which i s 275 f e e t i n l e n g t h , the f i r s t mark of d e r a i l m e n t 
b e i n g on t h e c u r v e about 50 f e e t from i t s w e s t e r n end . 
Tne g rade i s 0 .1375 d e s c e n d i n g f o r eas tbound t r a i n s . The 
t r a c k i s l a i d w i t h 80-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t i n l e n g t h , w i t h 
19 t r e a t e d y e l l o w p i n e t i e s t o the r a i l l e n g t h , d o u b l e 
s p i k e d on t h e o u t s i d e and s i n g l e s p i k e d on the i n s i d e , 
b a l l a s t e d * i t h f rom 13 t o 18 inches of c i n d e r b a l l a s t , 
and m a i n t a i n e d i n good c o n d i t i o n . The weather was c l e a r 
a t t h e time o f t h e a c c i d e n t which o c c u r r e d at aoou t 5 . 1 4 
P . m. 

Descr i p t i o n , 

Eastbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 94 c o n s i s t e d of f i v e 
coaches and a c o m b i n a t i o n c a r , a l l of s t e e l - u n d e r frame 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 2001 , and was i n cha rge of 
Conductor B i l l m e y e r and Engineman K i r k . I t l e f t Dunwoodie , 
2 .79 m i l e s wes t of the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t , a t 6 . 0 8 p . m . , 
on t u n e , and was d e r a i l e d near Van C o r t l a n d t w h i l e t r a v e l ­
i n g at a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have been 30 or 35 m i l e s an 
h o u r . 

The e n g i n e t ruck w h e e l s were f i r s t d e r a i l e d and ran 
f o r a i i s t a n c e of 367 f e e t b e f o r e r e a c h i n g a s w i t c h , a t 
which p o i n t the d r i v i n g w h e e l s were d e r a i l e d , t h e eng ine 
s w e r v i n g t o t h e l e f t and c o l l i d i n g w i t h some b o x c a r s 
s t a n d i n g on a s i d e t r a c k . The e n g i n e carre t o r e s t on i t s 
r i g h t s i d e , * h i l e the f i r s t coach and the f o r w a r d t ruck 
of t h e s e c o n d coach were d e r a i l e d , both of t h e s e c a r s 
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r e n a m i n g u p r i g h t . The employee k i l l e d was t h e engineman. 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

Fireman Se rhey s a i d t he engineman had shut o f f steam 
and he h i m s e l f was p u t t i n g wate r on t h e c o a l i n t h e t e n d e r 
when he f e l t a s e v e r e 3a £ as i f the e n g i n e had run o v e r 
3 o n e t h i n g , and on l o o k i n g out of t h e window on t h e l e f t 
s i d e he saw spa rks f l y i n g from under the eng ine t r u c k . 
S h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d the e n g i n e swerved t o t h e l e f t and h e -
came t o t a l l v d e r a i l e d , , Fireman Se rhey h e i n g th rown f rom 
the cab at about t h i s t i m e ; he was unab le t o s a y whether 
ox not the a i r b r akes had been a p p l i e d . Baggageman F m c k e 
and Conductor B i l l m e y e r n o t i c e d n o t h i n g wrong u n t i l the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , n e i t h e r d i d they n o t i c e any a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f t h e a i r b r a k e s , flfter the a c c i d e n t A s s i s t a n t Conductor 
P r e s c o t t found p a r t s of a heavy p lank which had b e e n run 
o v e r and on which t h e r e were v a r i o u s " h e e l /rarks. 

Examina t ion of t h e p l a n k showed t h a t i t *>as o f s p r u c e . 
9 i nches Aide and 3 i n c h e s t h i c k , and a p p a r e n t l y had been 
about 8 f e e t i n l e n g t h . There w e r e f l a n g e marks upon i t 
which were g a u g e d i s t a n c e a p a r t , w h i l e on i t s under a i d e 
t h e r e were i m p r e s s i o n s made by t h e runn ing s u r f a c e s of the 
r a i l s which i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t "had been l a i d s q u a r e l y a c r o s s 
bo th r a i l s . T h ^ r e w^re a l s o marks which i n d i c a t e d t ha t 
when the e n g i n e t r u c k w h e e l s were r a i s e d as a r e s u l t of 
s t r i k i n g t h i s p l a n k , the l e f t whee ls came cown on t o p of 
the l e f t r a i l , t h e r e b e i n g a f a i n t f l a n g e mark i n about 
the cen t e r of t h i s r a i l which c o n t i n u e d f o r a d i s t a n c e 
of 17 f e e t 6 incnes t o wnere t he m e e l d ropped o f f o u t s i d e 
of t n e r a i l . Beyond t h i s p o i n t t h d r e ^ e r e f l a n g e marks 
made by a l l f ou r eng ine t r u c k w h e e l s up t o t he f r o g o f 
the s w i t c h , from which p o i n t t he t r a c k was b a d l y t o r n up 
t o t h e p o i n t where the e n g i n e came t o r e s t , an a d d i t i o n a l 
d i s t a n c e of about 100 f e e t . On a s i d e t r a c k o p p o s i t e t he 
p o i n t where t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d t h e r e was a f l a t car 
l o a d e d w i t h lumber of v a r i o u s s i z e s , i nd on t o p of t h i s 
lumber was found a spot IL igh te r i n c o l o r than t h e o the r 
lumber , the d imens ions of which i n d i c a t e d t ha t a p l a n k of 
t he same s i a e as t he one caus ing t h i s a c c i d e n t had been 
r e c e n t l y r e m o v e d , 

T 'he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t was near a park which i s a 
l a r g e p u b l i c p l a y g r o u n d , and on accoun t of t h e c rowd which 
a s sembles on Sundays i t i s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e r a i l r o a d p o l i c e 
and t r a c k w a l k e r s t o g i v e p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e i r 
d u t i e s , C o n s i d e r a b l e t r o u b l e has been e x p e r i e n c e d r e c e n t l y 
by p e r s o n s b r e a k i n g semaphore l e n s e s , and about a y e a r p r e ­
v i o u s a t i e was found on t h e t r a c k . On t h e day o f the 
a c c i d e n t westbound t r a i n Wo, 93 had p a s s e d l e s s than an 
hour p r i o r t o t r a i n No . 9 4 , a t which t i m e t h e r e was n o t h i n g 
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wrong . E x a m i n a t i o n b o t h o f t r a c k and equipment f a i l e d 
t o d i s c l o s e a n y t h i n g wh ich cou ld have c o n t r i b u t e d t o the 
a c c i d e n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s , 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused oy a p l a n k b e i n g p l a c e d on 
the t r a c k , undoub ted ly w i t h m a l i c i o u s i n t e n t . 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n d e v e l o p e d t h a t t h e r e was n o t h i n g 
wrong w i t h the t r a c k or equ ipment , but tha t a p l a n k had 
been removed f rom t h e l a d i n g of a nearby car and p l a c e d 
on t h e r a i l s , and, p r o b a o l y on account of t h e c a r s s t and ­
ing on t h e s i d e t r a c k on t h e i n s i d e of the c u r v e t h i s 
p l ank was not s e e n by the engmeman in t i m e t o a p p l y 
t h e a i r b r akes and b r i n g t h e t r a i n t o a s t o p . 

None of the e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d had been on du ty i n 
v i o l a t i o n of any of t h e p r o v i s i o n s of t h e hou r s of s e r v i c e 
l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d . 

W. p . BORLAND. 

D i r e c t o r . 


