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- INTERSTATE COMEERCT COImISSINT
REPCRT OF THE DIR®CTCR OF THE BURZAU OF SAWITY 1IN EE
ITVESTIGATION OT AN ACCIDEIT WHICH OCCURRZD QN TLRE

“WW YORY. CZETRAT RATLRCAT WITAR SVRACUSE JUITCTION,
.Y, OF JAU'UARY 19, 1930

To the Commission

On January 12, 1930, there was a reer-end collision
betreen o frei~ht train and & light enzine on the Mew York
Centrsl Reilrnad ncor Svraguse Jhﬁvﬁ”@ﬂ ¥.Y., which re-
sulted i1n the ceatr of two ermloyees and tne 1n]u v of
one emplovee, who pubsepuently died,

Locat:zon and metnod o. operetion

Taig accldent accurred on the %ess Shore main liae
of the Syrecuse Diviginn wnich excends between Sw ecuse
and Rowmansville, I".Y., ¢ distance of 136.°23 miles; 1in
the vicinitr of the point 0f accidert the mai~ Yrize 18

Gouble tract on theanr tr:cks h2imT nursered > gnd 6.
The acciden* occcurred «2thi Ty Tzm1ta ang +itair the
lirits of an interiockino D1L“ , " the wesimound meia
trock ot a point °U?IOKl“qt6¢7 Z, 200 east of
Svyracuse Jun tion T 2,009 feet eoct o1 the enst swatch
of o cennecting treck 90% fest 17 tr which lecds to
rhat 1s known gs the New YorVv Centrecl ™ein line trecks
gna the Auvurn Brarch. Anproachinr the point of acci-
dent frorm the zast the track 1s tuncent for a distence
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oI 2,520 feet, followed v 2 1° 30! cu to the rirht
2,388 feet 1n lenzth and then tanent ck Tor a dis-
terce of 2,244 fesv, tne acc-dent occurrinzT at a poiat
1,680 feet fron the egestern end of tals teanrent treck.
The grede for westbounc trains 1s 0.27 per cent ascend-
ing at the moirt of accidfent. The rulec governin® the
operation of traias over thz track in the vicinityr of
the point of accident provide that within yard liaits the
mein ftrack mey be used, protect1n~ against first-class
trains. Secona cless and extre treins must move withan
verd limits, prepered to stor unless the main track is
seen or know: to be cleer.

The only si—mel involved 18 en 1anterlockiny signal
of the semavhore tvpe located 446 feet cest of RT Tower
at Syracuse end approximately 10,202 fcet erst of the
point of accident, This 1s & slow-speed signel znd has
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two 1ndications, stop and pnroceed with caution. It 1s
operated from RW Tower and governs movements on the
westbound mein track.

The werther ves clezar 2t tne time of the accident,
which occurrea about 8.43 p.r.

Descrintion

Westbouna freirht trein DQR-5 consisted of 30 loaded
cars, 8 emptv cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 3802,
znd was 1n chergze of Conductor Hare and Enginemen Comnelly.
This train passsed RW Tower, at Syracuse, at 8.20 p.m., came
to a stop on the main track et the east switch of the
crossover at 8,30 p.m., and while waiting for permilission
to make the crossover movement 1t was sitruck by light
engine 27086.

Westhound light engine 2708, headed eest was 1in
cherge of Enginemen {onncors ancé Fireman Bromn. This en-
gine passed RW Tower at 8.40 p.m. and collided with the
rear of train DQR-5 while treveling at a speed estimated
to have been about 8 miles per hour.

Trein DQR-5 wes moved forwerd e oistance of about
18 feet by the impect of the collision., The cabocose wes
driven under the next car and aemolished, and both cers
were burned, apperently due to on overturned stove 1n the
caboose. The reaT ena of the tenoer of enzine 32706 was
considerably damaged. The emplovees killed were the con-
ducter and twc brakemen of train No DQR-5.

Surmarvy of evidence

Enginemszn Connelly, cf train No. DQR-5, stated that
his trein stopped just esst of the east switch at the
crossover and was walting to make the crossover riovement
when his trein was struck by engine 2708, He sead thet
efter passing RW Tower he looked back along his train to
gsee 1f 2nv of the brakes were sticking and 2t that time
he observed the markers burning obrightly on the rear of
his trein, He thought that apvrosching Syrecuse Junction
nhe could have seen a red light burning for 2 distence of
2bout one-half mile. Fireman Halev, of train N¥No. DQR-5,
stated that he observed the marker burning on the south
gi1de on the rear of his train after the train cems %o a
stop at the crossover,
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Head Brzkeran Gibbs, of train No. DQR-5, stated
thet vhen his trein stopped at the crossover switch near
Svracuse Junction he 1mmediately went to the telephone
booth nearby to obtain permission from the signelwan at
S8 2 Tower to enter the connectinzy track, He wes told
thoet after trein No. 17 bed clesred and after = puller
engine had performed work in thet vicinity nis train
could proceed upon the connectinz track. Brokemzn GibDs
then went back to the enmine of ais train snd had been )
there only a fer minvites vhen suddenly the troin was moved
ghecd about helf & cer-lenpth. Brakeman Gibbe stated that
when he registered for autv et Tentt vard he weat to the
caboose to zet his eguipment nefore going to the heed end
of the train and at thet ftime the merkers were lizhted end
1n place. He 2lso se1d thet when he went to the televhone
booth nerr the crosscver he looked beck and sew the
morker light on tae south side of the caboose.

Tn~inemen Connors, of li<tht engine 2708, stated that
he received a2 yellorw or slovw snmeed indication £t the home
1nterlocking sismal et BW Tovwer and zfter passin? thet
signal he opersted his engine 2t o speed betwzoen 15 end 18
miles per hour, looking ghead until he reechned the west
end of the lest curve erct of tne point of sccigent, He
g21d tnet he essked Firomen Brovn threc aifferent vires
about the treck eheed; trice Tirzmen Browvn renorted "ell
cleer" and n~a the lest occasion ne repnrtea "cleer to the
switch." Eaoinermsn Connors then observeda the wsater glass
end as 1t saowea the boiler $o be only ebout helf full
he started the watecr pump end he ~etched the gauge wntil
the hana sterted to move. When he acain 1nooked out of
the window, his glasses were coverad ritr staem but he
sew & g1ere phead--the te1l lirht shining on the coboose
vindows, end he applied the 21T brekes in elergency. He

hought thet the ccboose vras thout 200 feet distent when
he first obscrved 1%, he did not see any marker on his
s1de. ZIngineren Connors sald that on the evening ol the
accident Fireman Brown appeered to be normally elert and
competent end thet the lest tire he lcooked a2t him Fire-
men Brown was lcookIng out the window doward tre rest. He
cstimated the speed of his trein &t the time of tre col-
lisi1on to heve been atout 8 miles per hour. He further
steted thet tbc 81+ breves on en>ine 2708 vorked properly.

Fireman Brown, of lirht engine 3708, sterted thet from
RW Tower tc the point of collision ke reintaincd o con-
stant lookout zheec and durine thet time Engineman
Connors asked rim on three different occesions about the
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tTeck ahead and he told him on two occasions 1t was clear
and the last time when the envine was near the west ena

of the curve just east of the voint of accident he tola
him the track wee ¢leezr to the switch. Fireman Brosn said
thet when roundins this curve he saw g red lizat eaneac but
thouzht 1t wre the svitch 1li~ht at the crossover where
they were %o stop end he di1d net sav anything aveout 1t to
the engineman, After the ad¢cident he saw that thig light
wes @ merker on the Teer of train No. DQR-5. Then he
first reslized thet 1t was the reer of train No. DQR-5
2hezd of his encine 1t was only chout 3 car-lenaths Ci1s-
tent. Firemen Brown scid he wes not thorouchlv femilier
with the pnysicel cheorecteristics of this line, he hed
mzde a2bout 75 trips over this treck during the lest s1x
months and ehout 15 of these trips haa been mede 2t night.
He thouzh#that the sneed of ftneir enzine hed been Teduced
frorm 15 miles per hour to 8 miles per hour at the time of
the sccizent.

Telezreph-Levermen Hoyt, located 2%t RW Tover, steted
that when trein ¥e. DQP—F pasged the tover on the evening

of the azccident he wes sienoins rear 2 crossing ano he
noticed the marKerg vere burning brightly on the vear of
the train He se1d thet light engine followed trein No

DQR-5 saoue 1 mn latsT 2ne he estimeted tne ssecd of tbat
encsine at thet tine to heve been egbout 10 miles pet hour.

Trainres*ter Zwilling stated thet on the ai1ght of
the zccicent while he was on his way to the pasgen~er
station trein ¥Mo. DQR-5 passed him and he noticed the
markers on the rear of the trein burning. Several tests
were made on the day followiaz the eccident to escerisin
the distence merkers could be ceen ot tne point of acci-
dent, and 1t wee founa thet from a —estbound engine,
headed east, the markeras on z ceboose located at the point
of eccident could be seen plainly from the fireman's side
oT the encine for a distence of 3,580 feet and from the
enzineman's side of the encine for o distence of 1,550
fect. During these observations, vhile the ensine wes
travelinT et o specd of 15 miles per hour the brakes were
applied 1n emeroaency end the engine stopped —ithin a dis-
tence of 150 “eet. Troinmagter Zm: 11ling glso stased that
1t 1s not possible to sce the switch lighis at the cross—
over wh:lc rounding the curve east of tne point of zccident.

Conclusions

This accicent was ceused by tte failure of Eazineman
Conncrs to operate light envine 2708 within yard limits
brepared to stop unless the main track 1s seen or known
to be clear, end by the failure of Fireman Brown to give
the engineran correct information refarding the track
areead.
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The 1nvestisgrtion cisclosed that the mcrkers on train
Fo. DQR-5 were burnins ¢t the time of the accident euna
could heve been scen by an encinemnsn of an approaching
westbound engine, backint up, for a adistance of 1,530
feet. In view of this Engineman Connors was nobt com-
pellea o depend vron the Jireman for inforrsiion s to
vhetner or not fune track was clesr asproechint tae point
of .accident. Awvrozching the taneent track on waich the
2ccident occurred, Enrineman Conaors asked the fireman
if the track wves clear shend and upon being told thet
1t was clear to *he gwitch he wit™drew his etiention
from the t$rack aiead and sterted the witer puro as the
water glass showed the bogler to be only about half full
#nd he watched the gauge unitil the hand started to mwove.
When he acain looked out, he sew the ceaboose of train
o, DQR-5 about 200 feet distant ond ves unnble to stop
21s engine 1n tive to avert *he accident. This does
not excuse him 11 any wey Irom operating his engine under
pProper control. The rvles nrovice thrt enmineman muse,
1f zny difficultv with machincry withdrows attention
Trom constant lookout chead, or +ecther concitions meke
cbservetion of sinmals, or weruinges, 1n any wev dovbtful,
et oace revulete speced ©s to moke trein progress scfe.

Fireron Brown had en unobstructed wview of the track
epproachiny i1he peoint of accidens for & distence of 3,550
feet. Ee merintained a consient vetch of the track ahead
between RW Tomer erd the point of accifent ond on three
different occesions he revorted to the encinemen trat the
treck res clear, the lest time 2e¢ tols him ihat the track
ras "clear %o the switch," end 2t that tine engine 2706
vas apout 1,700 Tcet from the recr end of treain No.
DQE-5, vet he fa'lea to see the resr of this train, the
svitcn bein™ loceted abocut 1,500 Zoch5 tevoad. His only
excuse for his fzilure in secin; thi1g train vas vhat he
ristook the marker for a switch lamrn at the crossover.

He appeared to be 1in normal physical conol*ticn at the
vime of the sccident, and durine the preceding six
months he nad opereted over the terriiory on whicl the
accildent occurred a safficient aumber of times to heave
been thoroughly femiliar with tane characteristics of
this line.

A1l of the employees 1involved were experienced rien,
and at the time of the accident none of them had been on
dauty in violation of any of the vrovisions of the hours
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of service la~. Englacman Connore #nd Firemen Bro-n had
been on duty cnly gbout 1 hour ot the time of the zcci-
acnt, Intincmen Connors havine becn off duty prier to
this trin 2% hours, and Fireman 3rova hevin | beea off
¢uty, 10 hours, anra during thet tire coeout 7 hovrs head
veen spent in slecp.

Respectfully submiticd,

W.P. BORLAND,
Diractor.



