LITCRSTATE COMILGRCT COMLITSSTOW

RIPCAT OF ThiE DIRFCTOR CF THL BURLMU OF SATLTY IN RE
TOVELTIGATICY O AN 20CTIO70T W.IIC= OuCURRED QN
THE NEV YORK CZPLRAL RAILIOAD ITAR SAVANIIAH,
IT.Y., ON AUCUST 30, 1924.

October 15, 1934,

To the Commissioans

On August 30, 1924, there was a2 rear-znd collision
oeteen {70 passenger trains on whe New York Central
Realroad near Savarnah, K. Y., resulting ia the injury
of 26 nassenters, 5 employses, anl 2 Pullaan porters.
This accideat was investigated 1n coajuncsion with the
Public Service Commission of New York.

Location an’ mesnod of cperation.

Thig accident occurred c¢n that part of the Syracuse
Division extending beb reen Syracuse and Baflalo, N. Y.,
2 Cistance of 148.82 miles; in the vicimaty of the poix
of accident this 1s a four-urack line over Tnich trains
are opzrated Dy tiure-tzble, t:iaia crders, and an antomatic
block-siznal syster. From north %o south the tracks ars
numbered 4, 3, 1, and 2, the accident cccurring on track 1,
the westoound passenger track, at a point nearly 1 mile
7est of Seneca River. The passeager tracks are equippco
11tk water vans, about 1,800 feet in length, located Just
728t of Sensca River; the vest end of these_pans 1s about
2,400 Teet 22e% ol the point of acciient. Approaching sShe
polnt of acci’ent from the east the tracl. 18 vangent for
zbout 4 wmiles, followe? by a curve of 19 4¢ the right
2,295 feet in lensth, the acciient occurriaz or this curve
<¢ a point ascroximately 230 feev frow 1ts western end.
The zrade 1s praclically level.

The autoratic hlocl sicmals i1nvolved are oif vwhe one
arm, three-position, upper—-gualrany, ncir 2l-fanser,
semaphors type, locaved orn siznal bridges ™aich spen the
srackay the saight inlicatiocas are rel, rello~ and green,
Z0T Scor, cauTlion anl procead, respechtively. Wessobound
si.rgl 32131 18 locatel 331 feet = sv of the point of
acci.eas, Thile 6,187 feev farther sas% 1s locassd sizaal
31%Z5. The view of bovh signels is anobstrucced 1n clear
—gesrzr, out there was a foz at the tiae of che accident,

Talck occocurrai at ateut 1 23 a.m.
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Descoyvipazol..

Tlesthoursd pessenger troin Veo. 19 corsisted of 1
axpress car, 1 bullet car, an¢ 1U Tull -arn slegpling Cars;
all ol stesl coastrucsion, nevlzs by easiane 0370, ani 17Es
in charge of Conducter Laass £ad IZroinuraan woench.

This train left SByracune, 31.83 riles Lrom Savanaah, at
12.42 g.m., 17 minutes late, passed North Port Byron,

7.05 mileg fror Savannah, at 1.12 a.m., 18 minuces late,
and on reaching tke vest end ol she Javer van a1t Seneca
River the anier sccop hose blew off the cagine causing The
alr brakes to be arplied, the train coming vo a stop with
1ts rear end 3381 feet west of signal 3310L. Wnile svandiag
av this point 1% vas struck by traia ido. 47.

Testhound presengsr train No. 47 coasistel of onc
buflet cer an aine Pullman slespning cars, all of sceel
congliuction, haualed Ty engine 33833, aaxl gas i1n cherge of
Conineter Glover and Engineman G:bbons. This train left
Syracuse at 12.48 a..1., eight minutes late, passed Nerth
Port Byron at 1 17 & m., eisht rurutes lace, passed slzasl
31883, thich was {isplaying 2 cautlon indicztion, passed
the Flermen of the sreceding train, a lizhted fugee and The
stop 1ndicaticn ol sigeal 52101, an’ colliced with train
Nc. 19 7kile {raveliag at a speed essimated to have been
betvest 30 ani 435 miles an hour.

“rain No. 19 was driven forward a Jistance of about
EC Teet; the vestibule of the rear c.r was crushed and the
rear end was raised aboubt 3 feewv. Tncine 33233 ias badly
damazed; 1%s tencer aad the firgt car ia train o, 47

sdreuchad scrnss vrack T and fouled sraclk 4.

Sumrary ¢f eviilence.

Enzineman licench, oI “4rain No. 18, stated that owing
to the fog he hacd difficuliy in seeing the indication
diswlayed at si~nal 71983 aad also in seeing the water pan
lichts. T"hen the waser scocp acse bleT off 1w coused a
heawy service agplicacion of +the a1y brakce, ant belore %he
train came vo a stop e Thistlecd gat a Iieg. He Jid not
s2e the i1ndicelicn Zisplayed at siZnel 32101 uatal 1%

,wag only 10 car lenzths dissaath.

Flapmen Rudd, of train llo. 12, stased whoi he 7as
riding 641 tas rcar exd of his train and nad been Tatching
the reflzctisa ¢f the heaclightv of ske following Sraan.
he w#s 1n tas smoking roca in the rear of the rear cor
when he 1c¢lt she hsavy a.r-brake apprlicasicn aice8T DA8SLAZ
over the vater pan, anl ne irmediavely sthres oil a lighted
five-minute red¢ fusee, This dDeing at a point 475 feet zast
cf “he point of accident, then opened che vestibule aoor
and vhe trap docr. Belfore nieTrira cans to 2 stop he 365
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off with full flezz.ng egquipment 2a¢ ran back betwsen tracks
1 an? 3, waving a l.ghbed red Tusee urntil the engimeman of
trein No. 47 ackno7ledzed his sizaal. Ee shouted as the
train passed hic, at 2 speed of about 40 1m1les an hour, a%v
which tiwe he was about 835 feet Lror the peint of accident,
and he sa~ fire [lying from the 7haels of the cars. Ilagman
Ruid iursier stated thet the Jop T2 1n banks in the vicinity
of the point ol acoicent, an ~hea »e fiwst savw train No. 47
through the fog while zoing vack to flaz it was a very few
car lengchs easc of vhers 1t finally passed him, this poind
being escimeted to have been apyro:iivately 333 feet distant.
I'lagman Fudc also s=2id that on his way b2ack he looked atb
siznal 32101 ani 1v v2s . 1i1splavant a sHop indication, hile
the markers on tne rear enc cr his train vere burning.

Tnzineman Gibbons, of wrain o. 47, stated that a run-
ning ves. of the air brakes was sa e on lesaving Syracuse,
Taey raspenied nroparly, and Qe agodin rafuced speed “hile
passing Srracuse Junction, 2.82 miles —est of Syracuse.

The Jcx 218 nov iaterfere wish his vision materiglly until
si:nal 31982 was reached; when abous 2a engine lenzgth from
shis signzal hs saw it was av causion, callel 1ts indilcacion
to vhe firemai, an’ 1w efiasely wma“e an alr-broke reductlion,
slizhtly more vhan 10 pouncs, judzing tvae extent of this av-
rlicataion by %khe length of siwe he left she brake valve
handle in service poslclon. He s21¢ he ¢i1d not notice any-
thing uwovsual ir counection vith tne ewnsusc, wut the bralkes
€1l act seem co take sae proper erfect, anl Just prior wo
resaching the vwater paa he male another reducticn,about 13
pourls, out agaia ne J1d not Ceel the brakes take hold
properly. On reaching the -7acer 2an .he sceoop on the engine
wags ‘roppe. anl Toier s taken so guickly he realized
f2l1a1selr vhat the speed of ckhe trzin was 00 hish 1n view
of the ¢—o pHrevious alr-brake apwlications, heing about 40
or 4o .a1les atv chis time, an. Le imereliately a2pplied che air
brales 1n suiesrzeicy ~a2ile s%1ll over sa2 —atsr pan, whico
Tould be ev a poiav 23 least 2,400 Teoeg frow the point of
accilfent. Bhorsly Itervards he sz che flaiman, fusssg
siznel 32131, an™ —<he ze 2in I'o. 12, 211 about
the saue Hrre, Tur o traln Jas not reduced
fatsrially besrean s Toe goint ol accident.
Te acmovwledcel vhe c's si-nels o osocunding the engine
7histle an? thoazhkl he ke back eloar 2is wrzin vhen the
enzine passsasd the flaw Put he 17 net reccll having
seen fire Jly2ng Zron % —acels. CTavinewen Gi1mToons kaew
train o. 19 prece-ed a

thet ia this inssance bk

train osly a fe~ winates and saic

sweed of hils srain never exceeasd
62 ¢r 33 .iles an hcur any poiant »ricr o the accildent,
the wsaxawun vermissizlz epeed deiny 70 niles an hour.
Zn_inemen >1tboas T3 unzble to explain vhy he could not
BTGP 11s treln, exces: that the prikzs 41 not take nold
Properly.
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Fireran Gleascn, o
enTineman, s83%ich satt vac il ue_m1¢91 tes: ci the air
brares a8 rale 2t Syrecuss, 210 2ovhias ous of thez orlinary
vas 20ti1c3].  To 0I"i3rT TeSPEecin L1S TESTLALDY SHDSu“ﬂtlﬂllV
cecrrosorasel §12t of ?ng nenen Gisscas, elskcash on accouab
0f TIin en.atel 11 0”3?11; an; 181e2s Thn TTAGer 3C0cp
cier sre oom ha v 1wy 32 rsicular ~oozaticn o tae
s*eum 6> e 2f "ecs coX he a1r- Draka =pp1109t10 He
surshizr stated that 2is A5Tentlof Tas £ o Irietad to tnae
21 arency air—J:TLs Eppl&bﬂﬁ’@ﬂ gals2 justT prior to tae
acclient TV GLs 21 soua? thas resulis froL am apohiication

B 0avLrs, aO”evvr, 81 818TCEACTY 9“ C3CT Sas nck

L ;_.

LexTaz-or _cver, of wriin lio. 4%, siacel that ap-
wrgesdins he otonis of tesiTent az vos TaTins an the Ifires
CoTr 12 wre Lydla.  .R3 £ir pral2s Tere apslied in the
v.cinley ¢. the =22.2 Cnal Lri’_s, laocessz? less than a
1le 208U ol e1zasl T19E2, a_cer onion shes wgre reletsed
an® tae irnas 25 cerwatesd so Ariiv tw.wil she suter pan
The reacnhel, Just f3lcre reachin: to. Tater paa, ~21le
Jrifiia. cwel whs ooz Riverw b:lﬂge, a2 szgon? glir oarale
ETAISRTLON TS e L 247 AST A3 WTNLL SulEed oVei TalB
TTLUCT AL TAS BL3@. TT8 5C 1loU, w.ols 32 Lllss 2o Loar,
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Bpeerd ¥s 12002288l 20, shorely affterver.es (e eagine
“h_sgisle TEs soUnla , tas Al ralss <ara zpulied, anl he
azgi.en:l ceourye ;, wll —rrcgically asous che sade Tlhe.
dz shea m 542 szz2ec 778 &.cuc 30 imles on acur av the
w283 end <. she Ti,er men anl &bout 43 .a1les 20 hour 2%
Th2 wluz ¢l [ae Azeiismw. AlTer she accifeabt e noclceld
Gax” signal T.LLL “as Tisvpleyint & 8507 1071CGEGLCR.
D1 xngen Tivons 1. 118 re~ular en laswen and De hes
03721 100 Al 10 us: pocr jufczsav in cke aaalling of
TTTLAS 31107 TO Thts ecilens. BIver soo ACCLLens &
reliel en 1-s rculed sreiln ol 47 co Zaflelo, =ad Goncucsor
Flover s.-iet i Tirinmg, Thls orin Scoz T brakes worked
TroIirly, 2o vrewsle Telat eizéricnce 1p snlanI che VATLOUS
55673 Sl 33473 .38 ol Bamioe Lcn Clamraslzn: wraotzeallr
corvotornier sacs: of soaluctor Clover, £.0355 SO ne
104 hy ihe s.scl U5 atoun 0 111os *a nour cn r2aching
T3 meter zea. Te L1l nov Talny AN emerLcncey e JeCT Tas
coomingl Then vhs re. 28 vers foplied jusc pTrior o The
ccllision.

Yeal Triianea [te, of wriin To. L7, stase. thav he
Z03GLCen An elT-2raie apolicasion anoroaching Ssneda River
Tril7e, N3 e 017 40T NeT1ce aany rzlsasc ol shg 2TEles,
2o she anesl Jeg oLl 4% siles - hour oo TELCILAL Tae
TTTESL £2, &4 07 T LT lzcresse’ £3 the $r/aln L0 TroslhRel
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thz vesiezn snl ol -ho TIver pas. e il onov recall any
OTLET £IT~BILVE aililcssicn haviag bees rzde, Tnlle he
d1d 10t A0sige TRSTAST or not the Miscle Tes soundeld

Just prior So vae ~ecilanl, ovu nich Tics rg astimated

tae smaes3l To fave 2ezn abkcuw ~L 1les an roa “lazman
L2llv, v1f1a5 in tae rear vasiiouls of cas lmET car 11
trein o, &7, clso noSticed oalv cae air--bricz anzlicatilon
D16 To The accile:s, mmel tue r2ar of the sraln res aboub
nall 27 over Che gaser Hin, TAls ap“llca'lOﬂ S0t Deling Te-
leasel. #£8 8ron &g A8 TeAT es’ oL TA3 TIZ1n Al SE5820
over the "Fier was Jlaniesrn Lelly threr olf 2 [vsee, when
tarned :c coea tae vescibule “oor an’ lock ahead, ani nad
sae Joor ~z@Tly Tioge omen ans hal fesn e fisse, anpareasly
TAN, o1 Lo ?1a;m11 of traia o 1T, aegrly opoOS1TE TRE
¢ar in vhich =& w.s ri’in~, ~aen tae ccllision ccovrred,
7A0CK1M. L1 MNCCASCLOUS. "Thea he recovered he started
Doelr to Tlan ant Jouni she [usee ae hal . arorts off to be

¥

2, Be .1l not uset 22y ore lJiom cae cTew of
srain Jo. 19, Tla_can Kelly sstuneeced the sreeld So nave
bezn about 42 milss an hour on reachias the vever »an aal
oegTeen 32 and 30 miles an anour at ths viwe of the zccideas.

sc1ll au1p11~

The ctezs1iicny of otvher armployees was tc the effect
The v2e usaal teruinal ¢ess of tie a1r- trakes was made
Delorz troeim To. AV dssertel Cror "13%1" 1;5 azain at
STTTECAs2, aa” “hag they S orie’ wooustle "QLO'”%”UU The
Troln ©0 SoGl C1 Sness cccasnurs, 'rll= the eazineman
~h¢o hanclel this vr21in2 frow Albany to Lvracase ss2s5eC that
vhe alr treles cov.eeld pLoderly ea roats:; furthermore,
alvhoush scre of ae cars wers Jzmegeld &s a result of the
ccllisicn, che ea~laaman 7a¢ naalled cae train from North
Sort 3yron te Suflalo afvar the 2 cidens exparienced NoO
Il iculty 14 raking tae vaIlous suops en route.

The 1avestiza.i0a disclosel S
sr-nal 785311 U283 LT PTOPET “orkin
the acciienc

Q27 Thae autowaslic blocl-
= or.er bafere and afier

A check of the train sheet 1adicased thes srain Uo. 47
cravelz . cas fistAancs betvzen Syr-cuse anc she polat of
acclien;, 2 1stance of 2.ous 3l1.342 miles, in 50 winutes

or at an averaie speel of eoprexisetely 53 wmiles an hour;
she Jisvtaace frol Tarners to the coint of accident, abour
14.30 miles, was traveled 1a aboutv 12 monus23c, or &t gn
averaze gneed cf 71.50 in1lies an acur.
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Corclus-ors.

This acci.enc w2s caused by thz failure of Enzineman
Cibbons, of train No. 47, promerly <o observe and obey

augzomatic tlos—-si1-nel Incdicasiocuns.

Rule 703, of the book of mles of

cals 2 11roa;,

1llustrases a caution wniication ty & 51f4a1 ci Ghe type

1 use 1a the vicihity of she »oint of accident, on Thich
the rollosing inserprsiacics 1s slsaced.
Indication -— Proces at a swusel reiveed o
not enceelinz cane-half tae .axi.ur aisherized at
poins 1avolved (sos emceedins 3h1rTv . 1les per hour)

rrena>z’ o ston et the

Neme--Approach--Signal.

naxt g..-;.;c.;l

AlSacu-h Co.insaen Zitbeoas exmpaccictlly ssated thatv
The a1r MrF.oss “1d A0V COT_ PTrOpeTly JUss -~£1or 0 she
acciceat, toz izl he ol ﬁ"l\ulue 18 ¢ she effecs what cae
21T »rI’2s ere 14 Hrocsr “ercin crder Mosh velore aal
afs2T the eccl ent, and 1. 1s D3lizved tha. Enzineman
“1bocns als;ufge‘ che s;32° of hic griin 1n cag Io: aal
did cov Jzfiaige=ly —ealize 16 a8 eicesslve, 11 T1EW Ol
the ceuvlen indication “isnizsre’. =2 s1 22l L1843, uasil
1% -Aas too lsse Lo avers the acmrienc.

ded =22 alfzonats aucoinslc 3T91L 8TCR OF ¢Tala Co At"ol
Gevics been 1 use ;NL§ CTLO2as Toull hote hesn RIevents

"ot lnemen =10501s elhered :af saervacs of whis rallroad
s = Tirzin ia 1891, ax. vas ~ro sies o 2anias. oo 1a 1894
hig —eocr” vis .cCc . At uho 1o ol 2 2ctl.en 101e CI
the ea~lovzes 1avelve  tal besn on Jusy 1a viclation of
any ol sng srovisions of the houre of ol sz2ovice law.

Regsocitlully soomitciel,
e Pa 0TLMT,
D1rechoT
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