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IHTEPSr^TS COMMERCE C0L/IS8I0W. 

- ^ 3 ' m oTr THF o i ^ ^ T ' i i or rHz y jPi^J or stfTTf I N PH i n -
:.'f;:iGaTTo:3 OF i i VJOIDE.IT "f n'W OO-ZJ^KED on T T S W V 

IWt CFfTJUl P U h R O O 1 ̂  -H^'S^N, w \ jf , 0x3 JA'TCMRY 3, 

Feoru i ry 16, 1 3 

To tne Com l ssion" 

On January 3, 13 i, t i e r o v ̂  i xer n l rent of a p i s -
E . , _ ? p ^ r ^ i r i j e - 7 "fo-K Ce i ^ i l R a i l r o a d at Rensen, 
^ Y . , T*>^ch r e s u l t e d i i t i e deatn of one euiplcye^, i . i i tne 
iiiiaJ-y of f A v e r j i s ^ n ^ e r s in 3 one employee. 

L o c a t i o i i l l i P t i o i of oper i « i o n 

This a o o : i?nt ^ ^ i v e l on t m t " o i r t o f t h e - i l i r o n d a c k 
D i - - : 3 i o n s ^ t e r i i n i " s : 7^ en ' J t i ^ a m i 43,1 one, N Y. , a ij. 3 -
t m c e o r 17" 11 ^ > 3 . In t i e v i c i n i t y of t n e p o i n t of 
a c c i d e n t J~i:s i s a 3in*,l ' - t r a c k l i n e o v e r Tr.iich t r a i n s i i o 
o p e r a t e d c y t i i r o - : o l e , t r a i n o r u - s , a n a a ruanual o l o e k -
3if%nal ^ v c t e r . a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t 1 s^ i f ccn l o c a t e d 
2,C71 "i^t n o ^ h 3 a t n o s t a t i o n a t Fe~i3en, T T I C I l e a d s off 
t o \ i e ' . " i i 'it f r o 5 ~_J3 j i i i i n t r a o x to a t r a c k f noTn a s t h e 

l o . v 51111-,, a p p r o t > ung t n i s s w i t c h f rom t n e n o r t h the 
t : a o i 13 t a n g e n t ± o * a d i s t a n c e o f ± , t X f e e t , f o l l o w e d 
oy a c j - ; ' e of 0° 5c1 ,o t i e r i ^n t , 953 i e e t in l e i % t n , 
m d t i e n t i n - e n t t . ,~A ,0 c 10 iai._+- of a c c i d e n t , 3C1 f e e t 
H r . i n c . Tne e j r n e "o™ *£or s : m a l i e 1 3 s l i g h t l y d e -

i c e ^ a n - " c r s o u t i o o u i i t r a i n 3 , oem t c O.b'b p e r C3nt d e s e e r . d -
n i f , f Of 06O f e e ' : p r e ^ . I n . g 3 v- o c i i - t 01 d e r a i l m e n t . 

Tne s ^ i t c i 11V0I 7ed i n t m 3 a c c i d e n t 1 3 a f i , c i n g - p o i r i f -
s v i i c 1 ! COT 3 c u t i - 3 0 u a i tr . m s . Tae b " i ; c . i s t a i i d 1 3 l o c a t e d 
on t i e l o f t c i r i r e . r a /_ i ' 3 3 1 Ic ^" a so 1 ! :_ ioound t r a i n . I t i s 
0* " i e l o w ? h r a p o t ^ e , *_ii 1; a s cu t 3^ f e e t - i i f 3 n No 
ce : i l t i r r j e t 1 ; u j e c . i n c o n a e c t i o _ i " i t 1 t m 1 s " cch, tne 

p Q 3 n t i o n o f uie 3 . " o c i n t s o e n 3 i n i u - o a t r i 0 / j , 2 4 - n o u r 
c i l bur^riifc l ^ - i f , "±131 l i ^ l a / s a f - r e i . i d x c a : i on 
i t - 3 3 n f o ^ tne a m l i n e ana -l re i ^ i l i s i ^ i o n w l e n t ^ e 
3 ' i o f " : ic set ^ o r ,.1? I c i t Bxiin,: 

I t 3 ,o 11 , m l stO"" y 1: fc-ie :iiae 0* t i e accident 
and bee 11; ss : ie 3;orin t i e v i e v of t i e 31 i t en 11 R P was 
Q b o C ^ a i t n t i i a r u i " 7 a 3 an 300 * e 3 t of i t ; the c o l o r 
of 01c s"it^n I i ; p u l i u a t i o a , io T r e T3 r, coal- , not be d i s -
; m _ H 3 i 3 0 "o" cor : th m 1'50 r e e t 'distant, Tne acc iden t 
occurred at 5 58 -o.'i. 
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.)c scrip t i on, 

^OTt-ibound l o c a l f r e i ^ n t t r a i n UFX, n u l e d by engines 
5133 and 3 ^ 3 3 , m d i r g e o^ Con lac t o r ^cConnell i n d ^.l^meiiar 
Lo^tus and Cocoran, a r r i v e 1 at F e : sen at aoout 11 a m , con-
p l c t e l i t s s n n n n . ; duties m l l e f t ^ n s m at about 13.30 
p. T i . -at a out n i _ ang r e n o r e 1 t i e s T~i ten i t cne n o r t l i end o f 
t i e 1 on^ 3 1 l ing ^ or T I 3 1 1 1 . 1 t r i c K . l o r t n b o u n d passenger 
t r a m v1o. 3 l e f ; Femsen at 3 . 0 5 p i t . , and ran tnrcugh tne 
s ' l t - n , rhi^i v a - a t - a i l m g - p o i n t switcn f o r t n i t t r i m , 
vi tnout t i e e n u . I 9 I N N k lo^infe, tnat i t ?is se t f o r the long 
s id ing , l eav ing tne s ' n n . i po in t s m ~i p a r t l y open P O 3 I T I O I . 

Southbound passenger t ^ a m To. 2 cons i s t ed o f one b i g -
2; ate car, one frail ca r , o n 2 0 R B 1 . 1 3 . T 1 0 N b a ^ ^ a g e and smoking 
car, two coacres , a n i one Pullman drawing-tooji car, m the 
order named, a l l 0^ i l l - s t e e l 1ons t ruo t ion , hauled b y engine 
3 0 7 7 , an i t i g in o . i r j e o f f Conductor Jenck3 a n d Engineman 
K e l l y At aoout 3 5>3 p .m. , t h i s t r a i n en t e red tne switcn 
l ead ing to long s i t r ^ at Ren sen, ina was d e r a i l e d vn i l e 
t r m e l m ^ i c a speed esc ina ted to nave been about 30 mi l e s 
a n hour. 

The engine ani e i r 3 t ' o u r c i t s en te red tne s id ing t r i c k 
at t n e s ^ i t ^ n and vere d e r n l e i at a po in t 11 f e e t froui tne 
s T T r i tcu p o m t s ; tne engine cute t o r e s t on i t s r i 0 i t side a t 
a po i i t 337 f e e t s o u t n o f t i e i n i t i a l po in t of derai lment. 
Tne f o l l o w i n g f o u r c i r s a l s o f o l i o - e d : te r a i l s of t i e side 
t r a c £ ant were d e r a i l e d juS r e i u u i J i , ipr i t mt on tne r o a u D e d 
T h e enployee k i l l e d vas t i e an^moj^an. 

S u i n K i r y o f evidence, 

Examination o f t i e sv i t cn a f t e r tne accident showed tnat 
i t nad been thrown and l a t e le i "or t i e aiding track. I t v i s 
ev iden t z n t i t had beerfyftirougn ana tne switcn p o m t s s p l i t , 
botn p o m t s oemg a3ou t 3 m m e s f ron tne stock r a i l s . 

Conductor foConnell, o f l o c i l f r e i g i t t r a i n 13R1, s a i l ne 
wa^5 s t a n i i i g neat : i e ev;oose a i d notic<£H3r ikeiran P a y s W a l k ­
i n g t owi td t i e svi tcn i t tne mam I 1 - 1 3 m l long s id ing jus t 
before^ t i e engines couple 1 to tne t ra in prepara tory to l e a v ­
ing Femsen. He t ^ n T ant m s i i e t i e caboose ani did not 
again look m T N 3 d i r ec t ion o f t i e long s id ing switch He 
sai"? ic 73.3 1 1 S p r a c t i c e to se 3 t l i t s^i tcnes are p r o p e r l y 
a i ] u s t e i i ^ t e r be ing ased by . 1 1 3 ori_<e «en out on tn i s oc­
casion >e F i : l e d to observe t i e n i i c i t i o n of tne long s id­
ing switch m i ad - i t bed nis r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r tne accident 
t i i + ^ o l l c e d . 
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Brake mm Faye sa id 4.1 was u s auty 3 , - i ne vas in 
p o s i t i o n to r e l i r e the lor^r s i l i ^ s v i i c - . i O t t n e .Jain l i n e 
a f t e r be ing used oy tne en, : in^ 3 of a i s t r ^ i n d,na t n a t i t tub 
h is i n t e n t i o n to do t h i s , b u t a : ne , T R I 3 a z p ^ a c m n g tne 
switch stand he heard a i r escaping froi . one of tne oars of 
h is ctiram near-by m i tne engine =nr piiupb w e r e working un­
usual ly hard; ne f o r g o t a:>out tne swatm and went to w l e r e 
the a i r nose has pa r t ed , u-»ie t i e coupli_i cj and adjusted the 
angle cocx, and about t i i a . time remembered t n a t he nad 3 0 ie 
t r a i n orders f o r t i e engincmen, ^e ^ea ; to t i e engines , 
d e l i v e r e d tne orders a,nd tne t r u n , c ta r t ed 1 n i e d i a t e l / . 
He r a i t ed at that p o i n t f o r tne da j o w s e j boarded i t ad i t 
passed and a id not a^ain t a n k of t i e lo . i ^ s id ing switon. 
He ackno v i e w e d h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t n e accident 7 i icn 
r e su l t ed 'rom l i s n e g l e c t to r e l i - i e t_.e s i n n ^ switch f o r 
the r a m l i n e . 

Tn^ineman A l b n t , i t , of nor frbou.id pass^n^er t r a m LJo. 3, 
said h i s t ra in l e f t Fersen at 3.05 p a n d w-as not aware 
tnat he nad run through t n e l o ^ siding switcn at Pe i sen 
u n t i l sore tune l a t e r Tien ne l e „rne i of t h e accident . 
said i t '^as snoring an 1 a stro.ig west wi.id blowing at tne 
t ine ne l e ^ t Hansen and ie d i d not observe t i e i n d i c a t i o n 
o" the switch l i g h t a; the loni 5 s i i m p . 

Conductor Jencks, o f ; r u n Jo. 3, said i e examined t i e 
switcn sho r t l y a ' t e r the accident i n i o u i i the switch thro 1 Tn 
and l a t ched f o r + ne si 1 1 1 ^ He e s t i n . aGe i t i e speed of n i s 
t r a m at t n e t i f f o f t i e l e ra i lmtn t to 1 1 R & 3 3 p n a^out 35 
or 30 mile 3 an lour . 

F i r e 11Ain Daly, o f t r a in Ko 3, sa id ne was s i t t i n g on t*ic 
seat box approaching flemsen, loonin^ a iead , and w m l e tne re 
was a l i f t i t r a m f a l l i n g a t tne t i u e , urm on turned t o s l e e t 
as i t f e l l , i t did not g r e a t l y a f / e o t u s v i e w of t n e tracis 
ahead He said t i e en^inein an s ine of" steiui aoout z: j i i l e 
north of t i e e ' V i t c n and t n e t r a i n was d r i - t i n g at a speed 
of a^out 35 ' M i e s an lour j , t tne t i i e of tne D 3 R A I L A E . i t . h 
al 3 0 s a i d tnat on account of tne l o r s T i t cn s tand and sna i l 
t a r g e t arrangement of s w i : c i e s o f t n e type in^-ol/ed 1 1 1 cms 
acc iden t , t i e i nd i ca t ions of t 1 * 3 3 5 3 I , n A a l s a re p a r t i c u l a r l y 
d i f - ^ i i u l t to see , and t r a t ie 1 1 1 n o t n o t i c e t n e n i i i c i / t i o i 
0 4 7 t i e swi t cn l i g h t on a 3 3 m n t of t i e d r i f t i n g sno'i, . 1 1 3 
f i r s t in t imat ion of anything wro<i£ 0 2 1 n^ w n e n ne f e l t t i e 
engine bumomg over t n ^ T I 3 S . 

Conclusions. 

This accident was c m 3 3 D oy an improper ly set 3 W I cell, 
f o r w i i c h Conductor ' icConnell , of l o ; a l f r e i ^ r t t r a m UP1, 
i s p r i m a r i l y r espons ib le . 
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ttule 10*, of t i e 30oa of ru l e s t i e operat ing departs 
iTPnt, in m r t i. 3 f o l l o w s " 

n l C i S 'u t jnes iuat ^e l e f t m proper po 31:10:1 
v ' t e r ^een use i Con luo ..ors i r e respon­
sible j , c t t i e r>3s*tion of 3 "it ones used by taein 
Dr t - o i r t n i i ^ n * * * " 

~ i l e aie e - ' i f ' m e p u m l y i r . i i n t e - i J a y e *sas 
nepli~e_it i_i ' a i l i n " . zo c lose i l l loex t i e lor.-; s i l m v 
switch, u,i lar the r i . l e \ : o? - e piote 1, J or iuotor JcConnell i s 
responsible f o r ; u g ic-"11 ien M , i t b e i i 3 n - 3ucy to k.io v 
t h i t t h i s s ^ t c r i _ ) n p rope r ly set 11 i-jr ia~ rni-. oe en use a 
b y ni s tvam. B n ^ e m p a y e i s open to serene censure, 
i c - e v e r , f o r " i s ne^lip^o-ice " u l u x e ^ r o p e ^ l y bo r ^ l i n e 
b ' i s switch Errrir QjEan ^lbrif. i t , o* n o - t b b o u r i passenger 
t r a m No. 3, i s i i 30 open to censure for running t.iroii^h 

t h i s switch. 

' i i n l i r e swi tches , p i r t i c u l a r l y -cnose on s ingle- t rao_. 
l i n e s snoij.ll be so l o o u e l and constructed nrat tneir m -
d i c i t i o n s c m be seen -% suf^i n 3-ir i i 3 m n e n t i m rrmca a 
t~*am run.nn^ at t i e ' v i ^ i r r ^ ' sp-3:i per " i t cs 1 u ay b e 3 compel 
snouli t r e i ^ i t : h be set i u n . i s ^ 1 c; on

9 i f not so l o e i t ^ i 
e.iould oe p r o v i d e ! v i tn e i . p i i l s zo l . n i c u e t r a i r p o s i t i o n . 
I t i s e v i d e n t f roi r t i e cestii on/ of : le employees i n v o l v e d 
and f r e v is ion t e s t s ^ada s a o s e ruent oO t i e acc±dent, tnac 
tnsre ^ i s not 1 suff ic i3_i t ,7 of ens svioen m / o l v e d in 
th i s accident to en i s l e 1 t r a m ipproic_nn 0 i t i t ordinary 
speed to 3 iop Demote ? n : e r i n ; 1 u, 3 s ; e u i l i / under t i e 
e"cistm< •veitner l o n i i t i o n s i n t m 3 1 13'ance. 

Hal an ane pu? : e a i b o u n : cram con t ro l d e v i c e , too en 
m -u33 Oi. t i i s l i n e , n i l s i?cij.r3iit undoubtedly ' ou ld .uve 
been preventen 

ione 3 ' t~e e / ' o loyees i n v o l v e I 11 t m s accident n^d 
oeen cn i u v in v o l i t i o n of m y of : le p r o / i s i o n of t i e 
hours o J s r v . e e ] v t . 

r?e so ?ct f u l l y s u o n t t e d , 
T7. tj, 10PMND. 

Direc tor. 
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