
U, 5 i r \ V e r s -VCX -Ve C o m m e r c e ^ O F I M ^ I S S I O F I 

* . A ^ v \ r o < x d A E C T E U < v V vvWevt-* <xa\ I O V N aa* 4*1 

JUL 81 I K 

tie* ef «n •eolseet wmieh oceurred 
Tork Central railroad et Oeaew*, 

tt« T.» Augeet i g 1*1V* 
Sept* 1, IfIT. 

J , 1 - W M P I T S , If I f . there wee e aide ceUieioe et Qeaere* 
, oa tm Mm York Ceetrel ftallroed, between two light eagtaea, 
ting Is tbe deata ef one emplayee and later* ef ea* ^ley**. 

After i*weettg*tle« of thle eeel^eet, tbe €nief ef tb* Mvlatea et 
******* report* m follow*i 

m i * aeeldent eeemryed in yard limit* about 1 mil* *e*t 
ef Geneva yaaaeagor station, tbia fmvt of tbe new fork deatral Hell* 
ree« t i «» # eeetloa of tbe teoheeter rivl*!** esieaiieg from feeb*»« 
ter te tyraeuae and la e elagie-traek llae, over wbieb tbe mewemeat 
ef trains it eeatrolled by timetable and traia or«er*f enfflenamted 
by a manual Meek »i$aal ayetem*, meê stemna ia tb* far*:, wear* tb* 
ae*l«*at eeeurred, ere under tbe^lreatloa of w Yerdmeeter* 

IPb* Feaa*ylr*al* .Divleiea Join* the itoendeter Mvision at 
Oeaewe m& tb* traofea of tbe f«ame* idivleloa «r* farailel ta aad 
•eat* of tbe latter to * aelat about 1 alia ***t of tbe *t**tea» wber* 
tbey 4oia the toebeatar Blvtetea aalH^treak* vblab le «aa« by f>#ma»yl-
raai* 01*l*ioa trala* for abeat ittt'jfett to-, lb* Jaaenia* awlteb of tb* 
remm*yiv*al* '1 vision llae north to tyeme* fbe aoaaeatlat traak te 
tbe faanefTvamia fiivieiea et tbia aaiat forma ©a* "leg** of e wye where 
*a«iaea or treiaa ere turned. There ere yard tr#aka oa both aid** af 
tbe main tree* a frm tbe etetlea to the laaatloa. tbe traak* *r* 
atraight fer eeeeral hundred feat ea«h aide of the Junction and ere 
ereeeieaily I O T O I . fhe mate 11a* of tbe teblgh Velley ftaUread 

by aa ev*rhe*d bridg* luat over the luneblea awlteh* 

Tbe eeaaeetlea of tbe yemaeflvani* Divlalee to the toebe*** 
ter nvision, wftfteh la rirtaally a ereaslag, te preteeted by aigaala 
operate* from aa lutarleekiai maebiae la a email eeela iooated north 
of tfe« tr*ek* aad Jnat aaat of the Iaaetloa ewitafe oad tbe Lealgli 
Valley overhead bridge, The swlbehe* are aot hawfled from the eeela, 
bat are threw® by a awlteatenier who alee aoeretea tbe eigaal lever** 
Vbey are belt~loeked br eoperate lower* ia tbe meehiee. whlen era 
franerly interleaved with the layer* eeatrelilBg tbe al^wile, ao tbat 
a signal eao be cleared oaly far the route wbleb 1% «OTerm*# aat wbaa 
a *i*nal la eleared, tbe r»t tehee ia tbe route eoatrolled by it are 
leaked %m eeaaat be moved* Tb® ai^aale are all eeebealeel end, while 
ef tbe t*ree*eo*lt|eet mmr rtgat bead eejuryaat type, tbey are 
oper*t!*e from tore to 41*, tbaa fiwlag eautiea aad atea ladieatloas 
oaly. fbe cisht ia^l*»tlama ar* yellow aad red. wal l* thi* arreege-
aemt tenure* tiwt a aiftaal will be eieared oaly for tbe route iaeeaded 



It t§ set *• flexible m e regular iaterlaokiag, and *igaala ara not 
prevlded for all aove*. The sect'•own* main lino (locbeeter tiriaioa) 
signal *** oaly be cleared for a me In Ha© aoveneat, taa tho lower 
ara* la laopcratlve; tae Peaaeriraala Mvlcioa eeatboand algaal hae 
tao em« also hat the upper oae la iaoperatlTo end the lower ara eea 
he cleared oaly for moves froa the p«*an§vlvaaia Division oat® end 
across the toebester Eivteioa to tae t**an»ylvaala £1vision leading 
to Lyons* Aa ao algaal l i provided froa the aaln Hae (ftoeheeter 
Divleion) to the Pennsylvania Division, tae practice for » traia 
aaxlag this ssove is f*r the ewltohteader to elear the *ijrn*l sad af­
ter It ***• been peeeed hy the traia, to restore the sluael to aoraal, 
set the Junction switch cad five e bead aigaal for th* traia to pre-
eeed onto the Penasyivaaia tlvlaioa toward* tyoa*. 

The traia* Involved l a this eaeideat were tagine 37*3» 
baekliy? oaat *i©Bf the Hoshester Divleion main Hae, and a boat to he 
diverted north onto tho Peaaeyivania Division treek aad two engines 
eonpied together, # ITSf ana f l ? ! , baabiag westward alaag tbe loehea-
tar Trivial oa froa' tba eah pit eeet of th* Juaotloa. 

ahgla* 3783 bad Jnot arrived from Buffalo, vie Lyoae, 
with e fraight traia known a# M l , which it h«<§ left ©a traek no. 1 
ia Heaova lord, Tb# engine h*d eat off froa tba train* eroe**d to 
the ®ala liae #ad van backed ae*t oa tbe Poefee*t*r rivlsioa nela Hae 
towarde tbe faaatloa with tbe fenafylvwnia Mvislan* It received e 
clear eigne!, bed, stopped after p***iag th* oignel ana we* moving oa 
to th» Junction switch, having received e band signal from tbe 
ewitcaterer, wbea It wa* *tw§ek b engine* 1715 end 173 cfeoat lOtlJ 
p« a* 

Engine* 1785 end 173 bad ootie froa tbe *iad*r pit, east of 
tae Junction, and were beating wc*t along tha ffocheabar Division mala 
line, oewpled together ia tbe order mentioned* It we* tbe latentioa 
to back w#at of the Jaaatioa *wit*h end tbea bead aorth ©at© the 
Pennsylvania Slvlelon* Tb© men ia o barge of theae two engines stopped 
• t the boa* signal eaet of tbe Junction, walcb wet fa the stop petition 
en lied for tbe aigael to tie cleared, and, upon obeewtai * b«nd ai§aal 
froa the ©witcbteader, accepted it m authority to move, and proceeded, 
striking tbe teak of «glae 37*3 ©a tbe Inaction switch. 

The speed of mil the engine* wee low, aot over I or $ allee 
per hour* Th® weather wa» dark sad clomfiy at tbe tine of the aeeldcat. 

Tender tracke of both engine* 17§5 end 37t3 were derailed 
tad the tender of esilae I7*y mm forced aptlaat tbe enginot 

^ineaan Ott, in ebarg® of canine 37S3, et*t*d tact be 
brought ia traia BK, sad, after patting It **ay, be backed down tbe 
waia truck, 1atcadlag to tarn hie eaglne oa the wyw, before going 
to the £\mp pit* be found tbe algaal at •dfr* Tower elear far fate to 

proceed, bat It was accessary for bin to stop after pasnlng tbe »l*nel 



before tbe ewftefe could be oneaed for M R to re m tbe reeeeylvttat* 
&!vi*l*a w i s treek *fel©b f-rrn* n*rt o f tbe vya. Just «* be • teheed 
be mt * fc»ad *Irani free tb* *witeatender to proceed onto tbe ere* 
ii* b*d nettowd red lirb^* tbe «tain llae entt of t o * wye eeiteb* 
but tuppo*** it ve* tb© rp.er of seme *a«tt*Quad train. Hie attention 
was tefcan up In wetcMns t>,e *witgkt*n4er «r«d ** goalees be did 
not a t e th© otber en*!*** until tber collided witb bin* After tbey 
a treek 9 M Tftv*d hia *aila* **eaort *latanee* ebont £ # r 6 feet, t o 
rei»»«e #&yo&n wb© n i g h t fe# looked ta. I* aaid tfceve » * § • 1i -ht oa 
Tbe tenv o f feis englae when be eaae t o a atep» a f t e r peeelag tbe 
Vocbeater ~1vision s i g n a l , TO# « f tbe brakaran net on the r * * r , re-
reining there until $mt b e f o r e the eolllaiee* He said be tod no 
eonvareaniea witb tbe ewtteateaae" ->r witb tailmemea &*r$«K, of engine 
1 7 1 , eiteeet to ask bint •Beer l e your fireman*" 

ft reman Hardneri of engine |1 t l t stated tbat et tie time 
of the aeeideat tbey ware moving 4 ar 5 milea per hour* He £16 not 
see tba other engine* until tbay were 4 or 5 ear length* away and be 
tien called to tbe eagiaemaa, who *ppiled tbe brake*. He did not see 
any h«ad elenal** as tbey were given m the oynaalte aide o f t b e en> 
fine* Ha ateted tbat thi* wa* his eeeood trie stowa t iter* end t b a t 
fee en* net familiar with the «i#a*l* around Geneva* He had a book 
of signal rulee,but bed aot been exemlned on then, nor bad he re­
ceived any faetruetlooe* 

Brakeman Howard aaid be came In on train JKU, remaining oa 
tbe aebooee after tbey p u l l e d into tbe yerdt but get on tbe rear of 
tba tender o f bis #aclae 19®$* ee i t eaae beck on %m sain treek* fhe 
l i f thte on tba tender were bttraint and be bad ble watte lent em* m 
aaw ao band » i « m « i e $i*m axaert tnetee of tbe awl tab tender , but saw 
tbe ll«ht* m «n an*!** at th* other signal* At tbe ewiteb wee set for 
them be did aot notice tbe movomaat of the oth^r engine until t b e y ware 
about 3 ear length* away* 

flrRkemaa fiheldon •toted be wae riding tn tbe gang way of 
W*J while banking down tba ftoebcatar rivleion main lime* m 

enye thnt the n*bte on tbe rtar of b la wifia* were in eieeiient eon* 
ditto* when be cut off m arrival ia tbe yerd* Be aaw the *t$n*i 
clear for them, saw tba ewitebteader give ble band signals, sad noticed 
•he witch wat aat for their move. After that* be stepped feeek eat© 
tha dear of tb* eo«la« and did not aee enythinn of the other •aelaee* 

Conductor Kenyan, of train 804, eta ted that be dreamed off 
at tbe vard office *e tkey were yelling fey aad waa la tha offlee when 

> tfca collision occurred* He had previously looked out to *ee If the 
eagiae w*e returning a-~tleetthc awitah aat for *.»* wye. Ea 
ao^laed tba H^bt «?n rear of engine ) W a* It was a|>proa®biaf and 
saw that a Ma »ith » light*d l*atam was also riding, on tba rear end* 
Ba did- not think the speed was over A or 5 m i l e * per hour* 



smalaaaaa Bergen, in «feer«e of th* two eoapled *nflae»# eteted "lift he *»» aa enriae 173, f̂eiob wee tat rear engine of 
th® two, *** febey www thea awing, «^i©« ITSf, wita IMlrnaaa flraii 
be lag tbo iea^tmf #a*ia#* lota east am* war* runeing tMs*hw»yd. 
It «aa taa lateetlan to be*k west beyoa«f tha Jamatten switch lend* 
Inr *o tha Faaaayivaalo r-ivl*iea an*, than pall ahead aad pyoetee 
over taa Ptisfsyivftaia Hvieioa to tyoas, wbaa eauia* 173 wouli ha 
tba leadln* engine* Besldee firemen Craig oa osgtna 17§f, there 
w ŝocottoer ftrair#a oa aar!a* 173* *R«s<4 two easier* « i w oa engla* 
17*3 eoiae to &yos* to help coal tha engine, la fenafced oat of tha 
**a* pit «ad pre***d*d op to tba westbound olgnel protaatlag tha 
Junetier, atopped *n<* waited furtbor p*rm!*e|om to proceed. I t 
aaid tbet whoa ba oallod for a clonal, ba received a ha at algaal 
but he did not itove at oaoa, ana fironaa Craig oa th* loading en­
tice 179$, also on Had far * algaal* Be tbea again aaw a band 
signal te com* forward, «nd **eepted it; then boa* aifaai st i l l at 
eta©* The leet tia* ho »*w tha aai tab target* f*r tba Penoeylvaat* 
!'• Vision they ware «r*ea» hat ha mm ac other engine ta th* vlelelty, 
sad, *s tba oaly thine rlaibla was t switch angina -tease diat*aa* 
off, he at first thoaght b* h*d collided with * box aar. S* otatad 
tbat am be* bee* working oa this pa*ttiaa cbeat two weeks aad bad 
been told by tba oaitAbtandar tbat few would giv* a baad signal to 
buck ap, feat taalnaaaa margea *e|d te* was not eat1rely clear a* to 
*aat this •Ttmmgememt was, although ba expected to got « band slfnal 
to back up. He **ld ba ws* familiar with tba rul* f©i?#ralng block 
ftlgaai* aad ither signei** which saye ta*** atop *l*a*l* want aat 
ba pitpsei aatil *ftar tb* situation hae beea ovpl*ia*d and | * under* 
atood* It w®» a vary rtark alisbt end fee oaald aao *wltoh light* 
Metlaetiy, Jk% tb* tt*»,e ba baobod ta, ha thought b* wa» #olag i or 
$ wile* p*r hour cad i t teemed oaly « fraotloa of a alaat* from 
tha U** fee started t i l l tfeay struck, a* stated that he talked with 
the swtt*ht*nd*r after the eeotdont about tbe aigael* and eald to 
Mm thet "we ebouid not bev* peeved the elgaal*" B* eloo sold 
thet if be bed ba<3 »n inexperienced aan with him be would aot have 
*llow#d hi* to take the leering engine* 

ewitahtemder Slcrfc atated that be gave eagla* 37«3 a 
etgaal tbat ?ovaltted It t* oome to "be tow»r, bat i t waa aot 
pe*slble to «?ive it e signal to go fro® tba Hoebester t?lvleloa to 
tae Feitfteyivaale Pirlaloa, »o that i t wit aeeese^ry to *top> i t ftad 
glvm it & b«ad *l*a*l after it bad parsed the eestbound slimal* 
Tmrla#f this tiaa there <we two ©a»ilne* standing at the westbound 
8 i f 8 » l . the er«w ->f these engines mi stoat bis bead slfnal given 
engine 37*3* ^bea fivihi this *Un«i be *too4 oa tbe aorta side 
of the aala traehv oa the opposite «lde of tbe eailae fre5« tbe 
«»»la*er of tbe two eatinea, with hi* feeok to tbea* le *sid 
that wben mflneman Bergtn first esae there he had toi** hi»- that 
tb« lever* sometime* atuok sad be would be obliged to five a bead 
signal* Be state* tfe*t be bed been exawln** oa th* book of rul** 
ead feed pa*«'-ed «ad tb*t be feed bad a hook of rule*, but did not 
noa/poaeea* one* le said be did not know the sign*! rale* and 



that efter tbe eceldent be bed no eohverstation witb tjiftaemaa 
morgan* 'He waa about 5© feet frets tb® two eagiaee et tbe time 
of tbe co l l i s ion* 

the cause of tble e e e l i e a t wee the *ler«gard of tbe 
bom* *l<*n»l ladleetloa fey f̂fiaemas Serges and ftrenaa Craig of 
aarlaee l?i$ ted 173, l a rioletlea of signal ra le Ho. eld, whteh 
reads fellow** 

*dld. Kane elgaale aaet not be aeeepted ee 
suthortty to pass eny signs! Indicating tf©P, 
except for iswi toning movement* when tbe no vowing 
eigne! cannot b# cleared* They aaet be given by 
tbe tistaalwea fron the ground, wpen tbe t ree* for 
which tbey ere intended, end only efter the t ra in 
or engine which IB t* a r t e tb© movement nee been 
•topped» mm tbe situ* tloa fully expleiaed #nd 
aadereteed** 

Mi inetelletlea of aignale ao arranged that it la 
mmmmTf to f i v e band efgnele to #nabl# frequent stoves te be 
made w«*» a caatrlAnting eau»*v aa, under tne condition* enletlag 
at tha tt«e of the accident , it wa® pr«*tl**lly impossible t f 
f i v e band elgnale to a t ra in at the eaetboaad algaal without there 
feeing Manser of *u*a. ®!tn«*l# aelag a lso accepted by a train et*ad* 
in* a t tha westbound #i«aei* 

Tbtt Investigation developed the feet that e levity In 
the observance of fixed algaala et tb ia not at ha* been allowed to 
grow up, due to the necessi ty of frequently using band algaal* for 
each moves as were being aad* »t the time of tbe eollielem* There 
we* elso a leok of proper Instruction tad anamination on tbe book 
of rulesj bad tfeoea rules been firmly fixed in tha a'nda of a l l 
employee* #b© bed to do witb movement of tralne over th is dl*tr!ct 
by regular Instructions and exeat nation, I t i s not preea al* tbat 
tbe accident would hev* bnppcned, notwithstanding tbe •Jefeettv* 
eigaal laetalletloa exletlag* 

Tbe signaling at this point should be re*errenged so es 
to «void the neeaaaity of the use of band *lgaal* for frequent 
Movements* 


