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IN RE INVEZTICATION CF AN ACCIDLNT "JEICH OCCJREED ON THE
KEW YCRK CENTRAL RATI=CAD NI AR CANASYCTA, ¥. Y., ON
SOPTIMIER 18, 1920,

November ¢, 1920,

On Septeriber 16, 1920, there was a rear-end col-
liszon between two freicht traeing on the New York Central
Railroad near Canastota, I, 7., waich reculted 1n the death
of 2 einnloyees and the wtnjury of 2 cmployees. After 1nvestiga-
tion ol this accident the Chief of the Burean of Safety reports
as follows:

The L.chawk Divisicn, on which this accident occurred,
extends betwcen Syracuss, N, Y , and Albenv, N, Y., a distaace
of 147.739 miles, Tn thie vicanitbty of the roint of accident
this 1s & Tfour-track 1liae over ~hich trains are onerated by
time-tablc, tizin crders, and an avtonatic block-signal sys-
tewn, The tracks arce aumber.d from =coutll to aorth as follows
2, Y, 3, and 4; thc ocercent cecurved on track No.o 4.

The aucomstic rfignals arsc of the 3-position, upper-
quadrant, normel-danger type, spaccd to pive an approach indi-
cation not luss than braking distence Ln the rear of a signal
displaying a stop indicrticn. The accident occurred at a
polnt rcout 46H0 fect east of autonatic signal 27094, which 18
loceted about 1 mile west of Canastota, signal 27174 is lo-
cated 4,515 feet west ol simnal 27094. Approaching the point
of aczident from the west the track 18 tangent a distence of
about 6,000 fect; the grade for otout 1 mile 18 practically
level., The weather st the time of the accidoent was clear.

Eastbound freignt trein exntra 2505, coisisting of
engine 2505, 71 corg, 2 caboosce, and helper cagine 3925, 1n
the order nancd, was 1a chorec of Conductor Schue and Engine-
man Scolt, Acecorrding to the trawin sh ct, this troim icft
Minoa Yard, & miles cast of Syrecuse, at 1,00 a.u., possed
Sullivan at 134 @ m., and storpud at Conastota for the nur-
pose of scttinf out & c¢-r wilth a hot-box; while this car was
beang sct out, the rear cnd of the traain was struel: by oxtra

3823, at aboat 2.32 o.m.

Eastbound friicht trein oxtra 3823, gonsisting of
cngine 3823, 77 crors, a caboosc, and holper cncine 3155, in
the order na=cd, wes in cherge of Conductor Hunlev and Engine-
man Rude, It left Minoa Yord at 1,50 e,m., passcd Sullivan
at 2.2% a.m., passecd sienal 27174 1n the caution pogsttion,
paseced tho Tlegmnn of (xtra 2505, passed si~nal 27094 1n the
stop poegition, and while travellins at a spced estimeted to
have been sbout 25 or 30 miles on hour collidcd with the
rear ¢nd of cxtra 2505.
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Evueince 3823 and <he first eicht c-rg 1n 1ts troin
were dereiled ond bedly d- anged, hile onc ¢nr near the rear
end of this trein wes der-1led. In cxtra 2505, helner engine
3925, the caboosce, ond thc Tirst two cars z2head of 1t were
der~i1lcd cnd hadly domaged The enplovees krlled werc the
Trreman of earine 3823 -nd the firemrn of helper oigine 3925, .

The invectigation discloscd thet Condustor Schuc,
of extro 2505, had scern o oluzing hot pox and bocfore applyling
the brales by meons of 1re coocducuvor's vrlve [for the parnosc
o stonping the train ond sotiing out the cor, had dirccted
thot the helpor earince be cut off as was cuslomory bveforc
stopping on account of the air br-kes not becing coupled
throuseh to the holper cogiaze, After the train had been
brought to ~ stop the conductor wont forwerd and resisted 1n
sebling cut tue c-r on vhigh th> heot oox iws loccted., In the
me. ntine the nolrer ea~ire stopped 2t srennl 27084, which was
in the otop p-sit.on, "4 bhon closed uw oa extra 2505 end vas
coupled to 17v oy Mlogn n Case of 2t c helrer crgine, after whaich
the flrrion vient o-ck o proveet the 1o T of the trein.

According to the fl-rmon's sti-touneal, ne had bech
back ~bout half 7 hour vhza he 377 extia 3823 approsching,
at vhicli tirmce hc was about 45 cr. ~lonsthe Trom the reor of
his train 2nd bad o view of the track to the west for a dis-
tance of cbout 1 milc. fTlarman Case 8014 he ran toward the
appro~ching troin caving stop si7an~ls, but roccived no
aclnovlcaguent of his signols I'c. then put dovm onc torpcdo
and so21d he threw his l-utoern ~% the cngine as 1t passed
him, asout 55 or 60 c-rr-lcngths Ifrom the reor of his trein.
At this time he did not s.c cny one on the cnginc, but just
before the cneine re-ched sipnal 27094, which he said wos
displeying 1 stop indice~tion, he saw a reflcetion from the
fire box indic~Ting th~t tho fircmnn w3 vutling tn a fire,
ard he ¢lso noticed thet the narkors on the ro-r of his tr-in
were burning brigchtly, Fil-enen Crsc horrd the torpedo cx-
plode, but s-1d thet cnrine 3823 worked steam up to the time
of the o ceident. Iie dad not have any fusee i71th him, soying
he had becn uncble to obtoi1n ~ny at the cnzine house a
Minoa.

mrhgineran Smith, of holocr onnine 3925, had gone
1nto the caboose ¢ few minutes btofore the ~eceident oeccurrcd,
but st-ted that the last time he sew Floagmzn Cese the lotter
was baek a distonce of ot 1 st 60 car-lunsths, .

Rear Br-kcman Deckhert, of cxtra 2505, was on the
ground near thc ecrboose when he s~w oxtre 3823 cuvprocching,
appc rently 2bout 50 car-leangths distent, cnd ¢t the somc time
he saw Flogmnn Case apparcntly ahout 30 cer-loengths west of
signal 27094, which 1s cbout 12 car-lenrpths west of the point
of cecadent. Br homnn Dceckh-rt soon rerlized thot cxtra 3823
w3 not going to stop, cnd ren townrd 1t - distancc of ~bhout
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8 car~lengths, giving s+up signals, Pralrzeman Deckhart esti-
mated thoe gpeed of extra 2823 ot about 25 males zan hour, and

sa1d that the encine vag workine steam up Lo the time of the
accident. Conductor 3cuue, 0F crtra 2505, di1d not know any-
thing atout the accident untll aftzr 1t had occurred.

Engineman Rude, of extra 3623, sszid he saw signal
27174 displaving 8 caution 1adication and that be shut off
steam at this sienal, ot which time the speed of his troan
was from 15 to 18 miles on hour, He did not sce signal 27094
1n the svop pociticn until closc to 1t, at which time he also
srw the veer end of cextra 2505, and at once made an chergency
applicacion of the cair brekes, He had not scten Flagman Case
and did not heeor the cxplesion of any torpcdocs,

Brekimen Zeromnn, of coxtra 3823 stated that the
engineman 413 not shut ofy svecam a5 the ciution sicnal, and
that he hezvd the oaplosioa of ¢ borpedo, bul ot chout that
tinc a cindsr sct 'n o hig wre and on accouvnt of using a hand-
kcrehio? 1n trying to g£ot oul the exnder he did not see signcl
27094 ot cny time, ond w1d not sce the rear cnd of cxtra
2505 until 1t “mg oniy o few fect distent, He estimated the
sneed al obout 15 miles on aoar, Brakcenen dergmaen further
statecd that the turottle was Jtout helf open and that the
enginemem did net opply the cir brakesy; he was of the opinion
thet the ensinameon yvras cslcoy.

The staterients of Chbnductor Hanley, Rear Brakcenan
Quilty and Middle Prakoem.n Chusc, of extra 3823, zll of whom
wore 1n the cnboosc, indiezicd th-t the speed of thelr train
was about 20 ri1lzs an nour, ©nd that the omergency application
of the eir br kes come at about the time of the collision;
thicy had not hcard the explosion ol ony torpedoes, 0n getting
out of the caboose 1mmudlately efter their train stopped,
Coaductor Hauley and Breheman Quilty met Fl-gman Cese about
15 cor-leongths ¢ast of thelr coboose. Inrsunuch as there were
77 cors in tnelr broiln, floomon Cnse at thet time wes nbout
60 cer-ieneths from the rear of his treoin, IMiddle Brokemon
Chase, however, sa1d that be met Flagman Cosc 25 or 30 car-
iengths from the c=beosc, vhich would be aporoximrtely 50
coro=longths from the ro-r cind of wxtra 2505,

This accident was coused by the frilurce cf Ensincran
Rudc, of cxtra 3823, to bc governed by cutomrtic block-signal
1ndications, as well as the stop signals of Flogman Case,

Notwithstonding Zasincea~n Rudlls statcement thet he
shut off stcam at thc c-Ltion sisel, 27174, the woaight of
vvidchee lodicates thot steam wms used until about the time
the accicoint oecurred. Coupled with the cnzineman's Stotement
thet he d1d not soc the stop indication of signal 27094 until
he was very closg to 1t, althcough he had ¢ cleer view for ot
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least 1 milce, "nd hig failvre to sec Flao-mean Crsc's signotls
ond ©o hear thce c¢xnlosicio of the torpedo, 1t would appear
that Enginencn Rude wes aslecp, os sboted by Brokeman Zerg-
man,

Epginomon Rude untered the scrvice of this roilroad
a8 fircmen con Januwary 23, 1911, rnd was promobted to engineman
or Aafust 21, 19155 hia —ecord wog sood., At the time of the
rcerdent Cnginemen Rude hnd besn on duvty o littble more then
2 hours, aifuvcr on off-duly rcriod of over 15 hours; he st-ted
that e hnd had ample roest cduring his off-Cuby niriod,

®



