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IN RE INYK 2 TI0 ATI ON CF AN ACCIDENT h O C H OCOdREED ON THE 
KEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD NIAR CANA3T0TA, F. Y. , ON 

SUPTLlDtR IS, 1920. 

November 9 , 1920. 

On September 18, 1°20, there was a rear-end col­
lision between two freight tiains on the New York Central 
Railroad near Canastcta, V . Y. , w m c h resulted in the death 
of 2 employees and the injury of 2 employees. After investiga­
tion of this accident the Chief of the Bureau of Safety reports 
as follows: 

Tho Lohawk Division, on which this accident occurred, 
extends betvecn Syracuse, N. Y , and Albany, N. Y. , a distance 
of 147-39 mil is, In tie vicinity of the i^omt of accident 
this is a four-track lino ov~r 1hich trains are operated by 
time-table, tiain orders, and ar autoaatic block-signal sys­
tem. The -cracks arc numbered from south to north as follows 
2, 1, 3> and 4; the roc\cnt ^ccu^.cd an track No. 4. 

The aucomntic signals arc of the 3-position, upper-
q_uadrant, normal-danger type, spaed to give an approach indi­
cation not loss than braking distance IN. the rear of a signal 
displaying a stop indication. The accident occurred at a 
point aoout 460 feet east of automatic signal 2 7 0 9 4 , which is 
located about 1 mile west of Canastota, signal 27174 is lo­
cated 4 , 5 1 5 feet west of signal 27094- Approaching the point 
of accident from the west the track is tangent a distance of 
about 6 ,000 feet; tne grade for about 1 mile is practically 
level. The weather at the time of the accident was ol^ar. 

Eastbound freight train extra 2 5 0 5 , consisting of 
engine 2505? 71 d i s , 1 caboose, and helper engine 3925, in 
tho order named, was in chcrgc of Conductor Schue and Engine-
man Scott. According to the train oh et, this train left 
Minoa Yard, 8 miles cast of Syracuse, at 1.00 a.m., passed 
Sullivan at 134 a m., and stopped at Canastota for the pur­
pose of setting out a c:r with a hot-box; while this car was 
being set out, the rear end of the t r i m was struck by extra 
3 8 2 3 , at about 2 . 3 2 a.m. 

Eastbound freight t r n n ^xtra 3 8 2 3 , consisting of 
engine 3823, 7 7 cars, a caboose, and helper engine 3 1 5 5 j in 
the order naned, wos in change of Conductor Henley and Engine-
man Rude. It left Minoa Y?rd at 1 . 5 0 e.m., passed Sullivan 
at 2 . 2 5 a.m., passed signal 2 7 1 7 4 in the caution position, 
passed the flagman of extra ? 5 0 5 , passed signal 27094 in the 
stop position, and while travelling at a speed estimated to 
have been about 25 or 30 miles rn. hour collin^d with the 
rear end of extra 25 0 5 . 
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E n g m c 3823 and the first eight c^rs m its tre-in 
wore derailed and badly d- naged, ,'rhiie one car near the rear 
end of this train was derailed. In extra 2 5 0 5 , helper engine 
3 9 2 5 , the caboose, and frc first two cars ahead of it were 
derailed and badly damaged The employees killed were the 
fireman of carina 3823 °ad the f i r ^ n of helper eafino 392 5-

The investigation disclosed that Conductor Schue, 
of extra 2 5 0 5 , had seen, a dazing hot Q O X and before applying 
the brakes BY means of tie conductor's vr lvc for the purnose 
of stopping the train aad setting out the car, had directed 
that the helper engine B E cat off as was customary before 
stopping on account of the air brakes not being coupled 
through to the helper eofuaic. After the train had been 
brought to 1 stop the conductor w^nt forword and assisted in 
setting out tne C ^ r on T - H I C H t h 5 hat oox irs located. In the 
meantime the helper C A N I N E 1 tapped at signal 2 7 0 9 4 , which was 
in the stop p - S I T , ^on, id blfan C L A W E D uu on extra 2505 and was 
coupled to I T . 0 7 R £T±l n Case ci tic helper (.rgiac, after which 
the flinaan went o rck zo riotect T H E 1 , r of the train. 

According to the flTirrn's s t - T E I I E . i t , he had been 
back °bout half A I . hour V H an he extia 3823 approaching,, 
at which time he was about 45 crj -lengths from the rc nr of 
his train and had a view of the track to the west for a dis­
tance of about 1 mile. Flagman Case said he ran toward the 
approaching t r a m giving stop sign-Is, but received no 
acknowledgment of his signals He then put down one torpedo 
and said he threw his 1-iitcrn n t the engine as it passed 
him, aoout 55 or 60 c^r-lengths from the rear of his train. 
At this time he did not SEC any one on the engine, but just 
before the engine reached signal 2 7 0 9 4 , which he said was 
displaying 1 stop mdic ntion, he saw a reflection from the 
fire box indicting th nt the fircno.n vns cutting in a fire, 
ard he also noticed that the markers on the i ^ r of his tr°in 
were burning brightly. Flagman Case heard the torpedo ex­
plode, but s-id that online 3823 worked steam up to the time 
of the accident. He did not have any fuse© with him, saying 
he had been unable to obtain -ny at the engine house at 
Minoa. 

.cWgmonan S-nith, of helper engine 3 9 2 5 , had gone 
into the caboose a few minutes before the -ccident occurred, 
but st-ted that the last- time he saw Flagman Case the letter 
was back a distance of at 1> <st 60 car-lengths. 

Rear Br r ikcman Deckhr rt, of extra 2 5 0 5 , was on the 
ground near the caboose \»hen he s^w extra 3823 approaching^ 
app< rently about 50 car-lengths distant, 2nd at the some time 
he saw Flagman Case apparently about 30 car-]engths west of 
signal 2 7 0 9 4 , which is about 1 2 car-lengths west of the point 
of accident. Br Lemon DcckhTt soon ro nlized that extra 3823 
was not goiag to stop, and ran toward it " distance of ^bout 
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8 car^ lengths„ g i v i n g s top s i g n a l s . Brakeman Deckhart e s t i ­
mated the- s p e e d ' o f e x t r a 3^23 at about 25 m i l e s an hour, and 
sa id t h a t the engine waa working steam up t o the t ime of the 
a c c i d e n t . Conductor Senile, o p ex tra 2 5 0 5 , did not know any­
th ing about the acc ident u n t i l a f t e r i t had occurred . 

Engineman Rude, of ex tra 3^23, sa id he saw s i g n a l 
2 7 1 7 4 d i s p l a y i n g a caut ion i n d i c a t i o n and that he shut o f f 
steam at t h i s s ignal , at which, tune the speed of h i s t r a m 
was from 1 5 t o 18 mi l e s an hour, He did not see s i g n a l 2 7 0 9 4 
in the stop p o s i t i o n u n t i l c l o s e to i t , at which t ime he a l s o 
saw the rear end of ex tra 2 5 0 5 , and at once made an emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r brakes . He had noL scan F l a x e n Case 
and did not hear the exp los ion of any torpedoes . 

Br^kcnan Zergman, of ex tra 382 3 s t a t e d that the 
engincman did not shut o f f si-cam .it the cc ut ion s i g n a l , and 
that he heard the explosion, of <. t o r p o r 5 0 , but a t about tha t 
time a c inder &ct 1 n h n L ; * O and. on account of us ing a hand­
kerch ie f in t r y i n g to get out the c:nc"ji' he did not see s i g n a l 
£7094 at any t i m e , and end not see t'no rear end of e x t r a 
250 5 u n t i l i t \ns only a few f e e t d i s t a n t . He est imated the 
speed at about 1 5 m ] c o an noar . Brakenen Sergraan f u r t h e r 
s t a t e d i h a t the t u r o t t l c was ^bout h a l f open and that the 
engmemam did not apply the a i r b r a k e s ; he was of the opinion 
tha t the engineman was a s l e e p . 

The s tatements o f Conductor H i n l c y , Rear Brakenan 
Q u i l t y and Middle Rrakem^n Chase, of e x t r a 3 8 2 3 , a l l of whom 
ware in the caboose , ind i ca ted t i n t the speed of t h e i r t r a i n 
was about 20 r u l e s an nour, and tha t the emergency a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the a i r b r. ke s came at about the t ime of the c o l l i s i o n ; 
they had not heard the e x p l o s i o n of any torpedoes . On g e t t i n g 
out of the caboose immediate ly a f t e r t h e i r t r a i n s topped, 
Conductor Hani ey and Brrkeman Q u i l t y met Flagman Case about 
15 c a r - l e n g t h s cas t of t h e i r caboose . Inasmuch as there were 
7 7 cars in t n e i r t r a i n , Fl^ groan Case a t tha t t ime was about 
60 c a r - l e n g t h s from the rear of h is t r ^ i n . Middle Brekeman 
Chase, hav-cver, s a i d th.it he met Flagman Case 25 or 30 c a r -
l e n g t h s from the c - b o o s e , which would be approximately 50 
c a r - l e n g t h s from the r t ^ r end of extra 2 5 0 5 . 

This acc ident was caused by the f a i l u r e c f Engincman 
Rude, of ex tra 3 8 2 3 , t o be governed by automatic b l o c k - s i g n a l 
i n d i c a t i o n s , as well as the s t o p s i g n a l s of Flagman Case. 

Rotwi ths t : nding Engine'1!"!! Rude's statement tha t he 
shut o f f steari at the c u t ion. s i g n a l , 2 7 1 7 4 , the weight of 
evidence i n d i c a t e s tha t stoam was used u n t i l about the t ime 
the accident occurred . Coupled wi th the engineman's statement 
that he did not soc the stop i n d i c a t i o n of s i g n a l 2 7 0 9 4 u n t i l 
he was very c l o s e t o i t , a l though he had a c l e a r v iew f o r a t 
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least 1 mile, mid his failure to see F]npman Case's signals 
end to hear the explosion of tho torpedo, it would appear 
that Engineman Rude w<~s asleep, as stated by Brakeman Zerg-
man. 

Engineman Rude entered the service of this railroad 
as firemen an Inriuary 2J, 3 911) ' nd was promoted to engineman 
on August 21, 1915; his -"acord was good. At the time of the 
accident Inpiaemon Rude had bean on doty a little more than 
2 hours, aficr an off-duty period of over 15 hours; he stated 
that he lma had ample rest during his off-duty perioe1 , 


