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RREPORT CF TLI D.EICIDI O WI'E SulndU OF Sa¥elY o ®7 LI -
V““VCA¢+UM O AN ACCIDAGT  1iCh 000Ut~ D T "l wl.
YOl COMUYPAL UrTIRD U AD RERL., O4Tu, Il JAIULPY 22,
1930

To thiec Comwiezion

on January 2., LO0, Tocre 1w 3 colli on Le-
tween o New York Ceavresl 8- "rood ool and o gs2ecer train
and a gechonl bas, =t Sbheldor n21d frede ¢rowss LT, Lorin,
Oh10, which resalted (i the ap;uﬁ ol ¢ 1 vor of The pus
and 9 school children end the mjury of one chuln, .18
accidert was invesiizoeed jornz 1y witu the ‘uvelain Jtolities
Conmis 1cn o 2avc.

ToceTion and meinow o opor:i. i
The erooeiss vhore hh o acelnaent ofa. - d 18 1R
e Cloveland Lewnunul Dagw_.ret of the ho Yook Contol
HMLATO&Q; 1t 15 locatnd 2ooavoracuL oty 18 otnilog crlet OF
Crove'.nd Uuzon Stetion, 2ad chont Yalf g mote sari 20 the
strtion o4t Lercn. -4 *ﬂlﬂ "o Lhe 7o Lpowd 13 o
trock "ine, —n addition, tholo 17 L/C L2838 s 21T CLSB
of the four :~12 tr.cke, the totJ disuvinfoe f2rosSc dac ©

tracks tei.g op, ”o"ﬁkuﬂlv GO faev. Yrhe bt troaunge foith-
et B0 the nortn cre Lyock i . B, toz Jev o 3iend oetoard

troek, oad troecs Foo 1, tne hireon opood viigtwerd se.cx. The
trocgs cre tongzut Zor o dstone of sever~dl wilor cout-

vord 2.ad cbout 12l f armale gt el froaz tac cr.sconT, the
orade o Brcetien 1y 1Lvel ol o reonmd on osdh o31dew ofF
the rigot-2f—v 2y ne e tle 20 eray, a3 ©1 + 2.3 0ppe L1 te-

Ly lavel treth thos tr-zos.

—~ LY hd - ~ - -
£ the Ney Torle Cenwxol et CKS

Sheld n hzho Crooto

ot onoorzle 1 oab out 307, T s cuwrloced nth N ke |
maintained o ozo & e onvdity oan, 16 18 tooeoit wnd o rcebaet Liy
level vith tle ceruss.ng £ or - ¢c.os1dora?s Jivbuce o both
sides f tic tr.cl. ALu_royociing vho eraestay oa £ eldon
Poad fromw touo Jouctlhe 3% e 18 n oaner. oo £ o loelrod
200 Teot 131 Lhe oroaturn, ~n’ . ey 371, Zon e tod 7t
the 1aterserts 10 tie 0 3h"g ol the Tooes o1 v Jate P

way. The vaoovr £ €12 1-1lre o v ovmapl Ble ¢ B s prrSiolly
ubscurcu by o rube zpnl o a2l s cwtoaldnoeg Tl oo . o1at bout

1300 feet from the erossing wo oo, nb ~cout 247 100t fro
the eroessing, frorm the Ictecr v oot ©0 the o891, thc
Vicw 18 un-bstructced nd o troan cppr.chin, Iroaa tne clat
gar be sccn {or o Jistoocs Jf opur fane tory & rniries. TRo
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view toward the wect 18 not quite so open but for a distance
of approximately 200 feet there 1s a clear view of the tracks
toward tane west for o dastsnce of about 3100 feet.

The accident occurred at aboul 8.35 a. m. It was .
a clear, cold day, the sun was shining, the ground wes
covered with a little fresh snow, and a light wind w=»s
blowing frcm the north.

Description

On the morrning of the accident tra.n XNe. 7 con-
gisting of one locowoctive and 10 cus, departed from Cleve-
land at 8.02 a. m. on track No. 1, and train 19 departed on
the same track at 8.11 a. m. Train X19 consistcd of 3 maal
cars, one express cer, and two c¢oaches, heulcu by iocomo-
tive 3340, with Conductor Curtawiler and Ecgincman Hand
in charge. Trein No. 7 was diverled to track Mo, 3 at WS
tower, 4.2 miles east of Berea, for the jurpose of ~llow-
ing train X19 tco pass, 1t proceeded I'rom WS to Berca at
reduced speed and according to the train rhecs 1% prssed
WS at 8.30 a. . and came to a ctep at Berea ot 8.306 2. ~i.
Train X19 passed WS at B.32 a. 5., about 18 minutes late,
and was running ac a speed of €0 opr 55 miies per hour ana
approxinately a2 guarter of a mile behind ftrain No. 7 when
1t struck the 3choul bus ot Snelion Road crossing.

The scnoocl bus was o rodel T Ford, n charge T
John Taylcr, who was euployed as bus driver by the school
bourd of the Bereca school district, and there were 10 clild-
ren in it at the time of the accecident. The bus had a scat-
1ng capacity of 40, including the driver, and wss being used
to transport eraldren from their homes to Brook Park scnool,
1t was prcceeding in a nerthiiwesrteriy direction on Sheldon
noad and was brought to z slop walie train Nu. 7 possad
and then proceeded upon the itracks end wes struck by the
engine of train X19. The bus was ontirely dernolished and
the engine of train Xi9 was slightly danaged

Sunrmary L evidencs

Neither the engincnan nor the fairemon -1 trawn
X19 saw the bus before the aceirdent ceceurred. The engine-
ran being on the right hand side, 218 vigw of the highway
toward the south was cutr ofl by the locometive; the fire- .
rian was working on the fire and 3id not look sut uvoward
the south when approaching thig crogsing. The ensinellan
stated that he kad been following viain Ne. 7 cleascly enouzh
to receive the cauvion indicati.ns »f autematic pluck saig-
nals until teain No. 7 wes diverted t> treck No. 3 at W
and he then estinated that he was obout li miles Lehaind
train No. 7. He sai1d his view o the troin ahead was not
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obscured by smnke or stean. When train No. 7 was diverted
to track No. 3, giving him a clcer track on No. 1, he began
working steam for tiie purpose of noking up tine and was
running at a speed of 50 cr 55 rniiles an hour and had gained
on the preceding tra.n so that at the time of the accident
they were conly sbout a guarter ¢f a rule apart. He stated
that the bell wos ringing coantinuously ond he sounded the
whistle for the c¢rossang os he veas approaching i1t, the

last blast cf his whastle signol being drocwn out until he
was about 75 fect east cf the crossing. The rirst know-
ledge he had of the accrdent was when the c¢rash occurred,
the farzoen told him he tnought the Yoceorotive hed thrown
a tire, he nmade a scrvice application of the brakes and
brought his trzin to a stop with the locomotive alout
oppousite the reer =nd of train No. 7, wilch had also cone
to a stop at thot time. EHe 4id not knuw they h~d struck

a bus unbil after heliad brouznl his trail to o stop and
begon t- examine his engiuc and found schacl bouks own the
pilct.

Therc were no gye witnesscs of the accident oa
the vrack c¢r highwhy in the imnecdiase vicainity of tooe
crussing. The scetion forenan and a4 sectiun L aborer werd
working on the track% cbhout 1000 feet west of Sheldos Roal.
They saw the bus apnreoachizng thie cropgsing ot 1 speel of
about 10 rales per Lour ard "L.oo saw train X19 opprorxamntely
half a mie distant, they said ihe bus appeared te be
rnoving stowly and as they thou ht 1t waz foing ho stop
they raid no further atsenti.m to e.ther ithe bus or the
train. Theoy did no* rencniter Leariny the engine wnistle
as 1t anproached the crogsineg, tut tle bell was ringing os
the trair passcd ther. Tre mnother of tiiree o ithe oiildren
1n the buo, who lived sone dastance south 2f the railroad,
stated that the bus stopned n' rer hicme at abhoul 8.3C a. ..
and after 1t left sngngatebed .t uneil 1u reached the cross-
1ng, there it stopped?waited o the passengzT train
Lo pass and then 1t started up us2in and ren a front of
and was struck by tae socond pasecager troin. She said
the second train wos running il niah specd;she di1d not
hear the bell ringing but did hLear the whistle siganls.

Two schocl students wore walk ug on Sheldon Rond s.ze dioc-
tance n.rthwest of the ercssing. They saw the bus ws 1t
approached the crossing ond sivopped Lo nllow the Tirst
troan to pass. They 414 nat see tue bus starst up ~zrin and
could not tell how #ar veyonrd the crossing the fairct troun
was whan the bus stcrted cver the crnssiug.

Superintendent Yawberyg of the EBorew setool dis-
trict stated that he arrived at the scene -f the aceident
about 195 minutes after 1t cecurreil. At that Sii.e the
passenger train standing west ¢f the crossing wae insst
conpletely osbscured by sicke and stear., Later, fron o noint
on the south side of the railruad tracks he osbserved a woest-
bound train approach and pass and stated that the view of
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thie train was -1yt eatirely . zcurcd “.r L) ¢ oy sideoe,
steor., and flyir , snow. He ta o ht 2t Llely that czaver
Tayloer vhen he angr.woensd bis er.sc i o o the fircy
wascen jer trath, stoppe’ unt 1 oo prss i Sl oLaen L7 Lol
aAcr.ss wlth ut coerne, the szuc rpl uriin el , fro. fho
zast. He th wucht trot wrives Toylor aould avwe 5 on the
sceond Srean froi ke 20t tat 1t voos Iokely Le o wos toln
15.k1n in the »ppesite Jircetr o, oo Mx. T1.r -1 g .1-
cn o to oaur 5.0 &8 bty e tef m ru)mrlle oL S ound s tew oL
traxn veaich often 1osoed % »hy uo wbhr b w1l ¢ e otetcd
chat ir. Tayiler acd coe. ¢ cloted Wy the ceilool bDoord o8

a2 pus dr.ver £ r 2 o1t 0 s LUYT ufry T 1<, ' oot
te wog 2o.an of execlleny 2oprtles a0 LU, ¢mieful o araver.

Mry fAayior, vwof. L ol ccgL 72 ve T tover,
stated ch-t L e DUS VLS o, 4o wd1be ode o Ll3 tLo
windsevs in the £ oat n2 =zuldes vwrc 1, 4 ¢ L Ciel D
Sae stated thot 1n euid vedsbor o w8 hoTn VIS T
hald tJ he eo wteld Pl o LC o mos] T3 LT Laet T wto s v h
Eho ans Iotne cco oot e Joylue 0T Lan L1ivio
Gie schJ Juu T Tur fiv. v

- STNAIN Tt 7« 1w | rrotieo
m osehol davs L. lesve o o¢ T 7.3%0 1m the U, T.oulude
th, at 9.0G, _cave hoe o o ot 3 30 onl rotorn U .00
Tuicore Jove 20C ' ol.tims 1 v ~eobrn, B2 encllieln 1u boe us,

anl! he ade v, 1,8 2 (b JIo e,y L) o LR L o o Uho

frrst traip s v cailiren weor 2L (10, Elie soeolild urip,

noavever, 1% W e evor orruithe . ~ul odhe i oat o zouacld on

the gecord *Hr. Clhie obrcod vr Movloste 0oL T wWeTe taL

e Levew J.T:L'l!.; :m"t Loy~ oo Lo o rhocoomi 9.0 3Pl ock
+

aach Mot 27w 2Lt e et w00 Teleel il the o iy

On tho evenin Lol 1o Tue Joom Lo Loozeollondt ta i Lol d
27T 0. 2, Tent to e oat 0 oat 2 o0 el ko ~al oL sl
soft re 9 10 Tos inves Ly b0 2 selyse " ot wr. WUt
J28 cbout 30 yeoovrs T o, fact oo o7 o be,cer Lloond
ae"rin o nd N, ayercir Jel.ere

Loervati ag s se 92y o2ut t thl ~ccoodent

unicr sSso1lar ity as fooaray, vosbnur, too et fure ol
8N =g overeldl Jroan’, lisclus L1t 10 vo LeCSoSIUY Lo AT
foro ool T 10 by 00 slc.nds

[

s LIfter ths oL T
Topasgsen_er tinta ool T thie o £n ke, sbteray Wil oen o cole led
fr =L tae ~1p suftvicrently £ etz sirs vt noclor tra
Was 2, ro.chir  ang wvhethetr ot was gotve t. 2 ocoel voo the
CroSS1n;.

~ .
C wncluasy ng

igig ~egL’erd g ¢oveod b3 Lme se Lot Lam, ormer
walting, For o ome treoia L0 pnes, T2l Ttlvead o, b2 ble arasd-
ing darcetly in the (tr £ - see nd vroan whach s o, -
s rutching the crossing o7 ar h 3, oed.
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This crossing was not protected by watchmen or by
devices to indicate the approach of trains. The evidence
1n this i1nvestigation disclosed that the driver brought his
bus to a stop and waited for the passage of one train. The
two trains were estimated to have been cpproximately a
quarter of o mile apart as ihey approcched the point of ac-
cident, bas2d upon this estimate, tne second train reached
the crossing approximately 20 sceconds after the first train
cleared 1t. The bus traveled a distance of at leest 75 feet
from tune point where it stopped for the first train to the
point where =t was struck by the second train. It thus
appears that the bus must have sterted forward at avout the
time the rear ead of the first train clcared the crossing,
and 1t 18 believed bLaiat at thot time the air was sc filled
with smoke, steam and suow, stirred up and r'ollovang behind
the firet train that 1t wias imposgsidble for the bus draiver
to see the second epproaching trwain. The reqguirer.cnts of
safety cannot be fullilled merely by Lringing 2un sutomobile
to a stop at a grade crossing, 1l must be derinitely lnown
that there 1s no closely approaching train before 1t 1s
safe to proceed. Because of his failure bte observe this
fundamental safety requirement, lhe dircet respomsibility
for this accident must rest upon dr.ver Taylcr of the school
bus.

For a period cf 350 dars prior to the date of this
accident the aversge dai1ly tizin movenrent over the tracks
at this point was apuroxinmately 60 westward trains and 70
eastward trains. Normally higowey traffic on Sheldon Rezd
18 light. However, at the iime of the accident some traffic
w-s rerouted from other aizliways where constructicn and re-
pir werk was in progsiress, and at tades the volume of
traffic 18 considerably incrcased cn account of the ciose
proximity f theCleveland airport. Any highway grede
crossings of thas character cver o rmltiple track railroad
on which frequent and high speed traing are operated 18 a
point cf danger which requires the exercise of extrome
caution ou the pert of the aulowmecbile drivers, znd a
peculiar responsibilaty for rigidly regarding =1] safety
requirenlents and precaoutions rests upon the driver of =&
bus carrying children entrucsted to his care.

Approsach and crossing sipns such as were install-
ed at this pcint are werely targers indicating the cxisteltce
and lccation of a sgr~de crossing, such signs do nct warn
drivers or motorists cf apuroaching treins, Lut caution
them to "stop, looug nnd listen" to ascertain whether or
not a train 1s approaching. Such si_ns and narkers alone
do nct adeguately safeguard tralfic over such 2 crogsing.
The range of vision ray oe so opscured by storm, sticke or
fog, or obstructed bty cars on ihe railroad tracks r other
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