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INTERSTATE COil ,:CE C 0 i a - I 3 S L . i l 

REPORT O F DmlCrOh O F TEE EuNhVU 01 SiiPt'iY T N RE ^ -
V?dl ICArlON 0? AN ACCIDENT \ I \ Oh OOebUa'D U TiNT i*E, 
YORE C E N T F A 1 I L A I L I O J D Af 1JNRS.., O N T O , Oil J A N U A R Y 22, 
1930 

Eebiiiarg 1 4 , l o g o . 

To the Coau L S U A 

On January 2* , l^OO, tmie wt £ a colli1 on be
tween a New York CtmraJ R _^ nroad m^il and u eoeu^cr tram 
and a school has, at dholdor No id grade oro&e xg, Eorea, 
Ohio, which resaltod m the amNi of I K i: v m oi Mi^ bus 
and 9 school children and the m i m y of una chile. T u s 
accidurt was mvcbn.g :ua>d jumt.iv va tu tho Juclic "It J L I I O ^ 
COSJIJIIS ion 01' O F L I O . 

bocjtion and uetuju of opcr m 
The c r o m m g vhoro fhm aecmont n-zam d J S in 

the CI LT/ eland T^rmmal Eusamct ef tĥ - he nt aa_ 
Railroad; it is located g a o n iy i 2 n h t v_tf of 
Clwehnd Union Stction, and flout v alf c n_ 1 c oaaf of the 
station at Earca. -lt this pomt the r< i iro-d is - ^oar-
track line, an addition, th_m mo ere peso i c-, n'riks : euth 
of the four m m tracks, th^ tot J disarcj rouse tne 6 
tracks temg epmori a u f l v o-e feet, 'fho t ro trocar f*± + h-
eet to the nortn era track la. 3 , tn3 " c; s-_ e-d m r t m r d 
track, and trade No. 1, ta^ hgga ..poad vmtwerd m.ck. Tho 
tracks are tcngant f >v ̂  disteno:; of s^vernl mil at east
ward and about ialf a rule wt at ; rd from tuo ciasmw, the 
t3rade m practiea ly 1 .vol . id ; emmd OIL c ̂ h si Joe of 
the rignt-of-ii ay nt ' r tl o a. samg in fl + m d eppr AJL< te-
ly l 3 V o l -nth the tmoas. 

Sheldai Rc->d crmo ^ E tho New N m k C a a - u trmKS 
at n arglo J ab ut 0 0 L . it LS eurftced nth d m and 
maintained m ga d e ̂ miti m, it is tm^ent and aajtj.crUy 
lovcL with the cr^ssmg t r ° c ,I-sid arab"1 o dirt -nco m b-mh 
SJ.dea f tic ti .eh. Ap_ r) I C I m g the or a_srw a.i £T eldm 
R m d fram ti^ j JUCLl. at time is n a p m m m e gv.ii ljcN^d 
250 fe^t fr m the c; ji^jig mm „ fr sri'._ am n } >c t m ^t 
the later^ecti n f tne n ghar^ mN the ra 1: .awl v ^ h t - . F -
ivay. The v m v f t u milr^ a r 'arl the e t ia pmtmlly 
obscur^a by a rubs anl e aol^e a^t^ili'g fie. . ̂  mat b m t 
1300 foot fr jm the cr ;ssm 0 t. i ̂  m t -aut 24 •) t a i r x 
the cr^ssiii(3, fr^m the letter a >nt t the •m^ssm^ tne 
vicvj is unobstructed and a trim cpi.r, ic1" m u F D U tne east 
can be seen f m a d m t m e o .f oppr ximatai.7 3 miles. Trie 
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view toward the weat is not quite so open but for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet there is a clear view of the tracks 
toward tne west for a distance of about 3]00 feet. 

The accident occurred at about, 8.35 a. m. It was 
a clear, cold day, the sun was shining, the ground was 
covered with a little fresh snow, and a light wind w^s 
blowing from the north. 

Description 
On the morning of the accident tram Ivo. 7 con

sisting of one locomotive and ]0 ca^s, departed from Cleve
land at 8.02 a. m. on track No. 1, and tram X19 departed on 
the same track at 8.11 a. m. Train. X19 consisted of 3 mail 
cars, one express car, and two coaches, haulou by locomo
tive 3340, with Conductor Curtzwiler and Engmcraan Hand 
in charge. Trtun No. 7 was diverted to track Fa. 3 at WS 
tower, 4.2 miles east of Berea, for the |urpoae of allow
ing train X19 to pass, it proceeded from WS to Berea at 
reduced speed and according to the tram eheeo it passed 
WS at 8.30 a. n. and came to a stop at Berea °t 8.36 a. am 
Tram X19 passed WS at 8.32 a. n ., about 38 minutes late, 
and was running ac a speed of 50 or 55 miles u r hour ana 
approximately a quarter of a mile behind tram No. V when 
it struck the school bus at Sac Hon Road crossing. 

Tno scnool bus was c model T Uord, in charge of 
John Taylor, who was employed as bus driver b y the school 
board of the Berea school district, and there were 10 child
ren In It at the tine of the accident. Tie bus had a seat
ing capacity of 40, including the driver, and was being used 
to transport children from tnpir Homes to Brook Park scr—el, 
it was proceeding in a ncrthwerterly direction on Sheldon 
Road and was brought to a stop wane trim r l u . 7 parsed 
and then proceeded upon the tracks and was struck by the 
engine of train X19. The bus was entirely demolished raid 
the engine of train X19 was slightly damaged 

Summary of evidence 
Neither the engineman nor the fireman ~f tram 

XI9 saw the bus before the accident occurred. The engine-
man being on the right hand, side, his view of the highway 
toward the south was cut off by the locomotive; the fire
man was working on the fire and did. not look out t-award 
the south when approaching this crossing. The engmeman 
stated that he had been following tiam No, 7 closely enough 
to receive the caution indications of automatic Dlock sig
nals until tram No. 7 was diverted t -> track No. 3 at WS, 
and he then estimated that he was about li miles behind 
train No. 7. He said his View of the tram ahead was not 
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obscured by snoke or steam. When train No. 7 was diverted 
to track No. 3, giving him a clear track on No. 1, he began 
working steam for the purpose of making up tine and was 
running at a speed of 50 or 55 mlos an hour and had gained 
on the preceding tram so that at the tine of the accident 
they were only about a quarter cf a rule apart. He stated 
that the bell was ringing continuously and he sounded the 
whistle for the crossing as he vas approaching it, the 
last blast of uhis whistle signal being drawn out until he 
was about 75 feet east of the crossing. The first know
ledge he had of the accident was when the crash occurred; 
tho fireman told h m he tn ought the loconotive had thrown 
a tire, he raade a service application of the brakes and 
brought his train to a stop with tho locomotive alout 
opposite the rear n̂d of train No, 7, which had also cone 
to a stop at that tjr.'e. lie did not know they lî d struck 
a bus until after hohad brougaL his train to a stop and 
begun to examine his engine and found school bo^ks on the 
pilot. 

There were no eye witnesses of the accident on 
the track cr highway m tho innediato vicinity of tho 
crossing. The section foreman and a section ..aborev were 
working on the track about 1000 feet west of dhel don Eoad. 
They saw the bus approaching the crossing at a speed of 
about 10 niles per hour ard aloe saw tram X19 approximately 
half a m i e distant, they said the bus appeared to DO 
moving slowly and as they thought it was going to stop 
they paid no further attention, to either the bus or the 
tram. They did not rementer hearing the engine waistle 
as it approached tho crossing, tut the boll was ringing as 
the tram passed then. The mother of three o-" the okildron 
m the b m , who livod some distance south of the railroad, 
stated that the bus stopoed at ;er hone at ab nit 8.30 a. n. 
and after it left sngjOgatehed I T until n reached tho cross
ing, there it stopped/waited fv.r the passenger tram 
to pass and then it started uy again and ran ui front of 
and was struck by tne second passenger brain. She said 
the second tram was running it nigh speed;she did ;nt 
hoar the bell ringing but did hear the whistle signals. 
Two school students wore walkmg on Sheldon Road s m e dis
tance northwest of the crossing. They saw the bus us it 
approached the crossing and stopped to oh low the first 
tram to pass. They did nit see tne bus start up again and 
could not tell how far uoyond the crossing the first tram 
was when the bus started over the crossing. 

Superintendent Yavbeig of the Eoro^ LC-I-JOI dis
trict stated that he arrived at tho scene ef the accident 
about 15 mnutes after it occurred. At that t m e tho 
passenger train standing west c f tho crossing was almost 
completely obscured by snoke and steam. Later, from a point 
on the south side of the railroad tracks he observed a west
bound train approach and pass and stated that the view of 



_4-

On the evenm H E F m F I . ' J:- f • acif eat 1 T 
- T> 1 C , LV d 

u~ a. .e, 1 a n le V at f M ^ M M A cK m l a el l Je i 

oof r e 9 a5 Ine m v - iJ-a J 0_L L d ,= (.'! I S M LH . t . I 1 
aas rbmt 53 years f a, M M 1. c1 „ L e j V ea hi m l 
i K T i n nd n., ^hy-JIGI' f e.hcrf. 

0beervat1 is . M a.M m ant t th. L I H A T 
unier S a m l a r emliti U P f 1 an >, v a l m , L m ' u r o nd 
sn ,\ r- c ̂  vcm 1 ; r un; , 11 a c] js 11 t 1 c va aeo e s a nwy raj wait 
f m a ^oriM M' tr , 10 t J oQ Sv.c avis ^fTI. r th m t 

a passenger t m n ^ 1 ' n tin ea he, stealL m l en ' ' cle . ed. 
f r n the - l r bufficientl y t 1 et a: n R 0 \ AE n • ol er tram 
was u p^rnmhiM and whet LI-CX FT was safe 1- cae h v m the 
oressma. 

0 ILCLASI ns 

In is r cc L 1 er T 1 ^ s ca'a 1 1; the sc 1 .. a "ftor 
waiting f m >nc tmiu fa' ' p u m , 1 J-I LA._ ' ' - l V o , U a, i.l ti e cross-
iiM directly m the ^ Mh f ^ aee nd t m m wh J CH 1 ^ I_ 
J reaching the c m s s m ^ c ~ H L _,H 3. aed . 

the train, was r li u>t entirely , 3cureQ M r ID e by sn-'e, 
steal, and fly] a., sn.w. He tn a lit it L .kcly taat .river 
Taylm when he appmnchM bar, er . S L'ii. o , the fuaa 
pasrer^er traiij, eMppe 1 u m I it ])C&s a an", e.cn ft^ hf 
across withmt cocirr, the sec nl m m n oa'Ui , f m n tlm 
aast. He th ught that ..river Tnyle-r amid ii'̂ o s ai the 
second trem f r m ite eat m t it m>c Imely hi W J tron 
l a h n ] m the opposite dimcti a, ac Mr. T-m >r M. s_ „1-
en t _ nj" a., e tj e T et m r^j.rlii^ m e bi1 and ^sem.er 
tram 'aich eftm iise-ed M M uu bhr t ui e he att ted 
chat ,'Ir. Taylor nul coe , e <<\o) ed by the re m m b jmd as 
a ous driver f r a e n d . £ M .rr ;\:rj r re, m 1 cmt 
he wes a m n ef excellent i m M ? U M ̂  _,-M, omofu 1 driver. 

Lire la/Mr, wa, f e 1 oh"5 'toe r-1 ua 
stated chct the bus m m m e e .nht1 

waders in tht- fr nt md sjJ. ̂  > nmc m , d o a'u. n. 
Sne stated „t m fjil weather m u s h ra - s ̂  L* n^ 
had M M CA.rn.meJ nl a _c aoj_el I m 'm i n > ate a M a. 
the a n a n j i tjm cc_ \ L t r r. ,n ham eaa aivi.^ 
cne schmlbus f r T' ur _ tim yeim. It t; r a m J ratico 
m sch J O I days t, M~ve ha e r 7.30 m "lie n m_, r Marn-
iii_, at 9.00, Meve m o r_,?m -1 3 30 m l rM. rn m 5.CV 
There .rare ace • ^hti -nt. 1 r m_ t u , 3^ on 1 1 h en m tno us, 
an1, he ade fi", m ± s a ch , r - J ^ J ( .a m e m m ..> a tho 
fust trip s i r cail iron v,m J M r nt.J, tin a ic m 1 trip, 
liiioer, it wrs now r o : m h L r , U M e iemMnt com r M ,n 
the sccjra tr. da Che a M c M 1 r 'MvlmM n , te w m . M' 1 > 
ne neve" Iraah aal lwagr a. at, Le ed it m ut 9. JU oMl 'Ck 
each a L I I I a m < M ik a L m M mJO ' 31 - ok • 1. the . rnr 

http://Ca.rn.meJ


- 5 -

This crossing was not protected by watchman or by 
devices to indicate the approach of trains. The evidence 
m this investigation disclosed that the driver brought his 
bus to a stop and waited for the passage of* one train. The 
two trains were estimated to have been approximately a 
quarter of a mile apart as they approached the point of ac
cident, based upon this estimate, tne second tram reached 
the crossing approximately 20 seconds after the first train 
cleared it. The bus traveled a distance of at least 75 feet 
from tne pomt where it stopped for the first tram to the 
point where it was struck by the second tram. It thus 
appears that the bus must have started forward at aoout the 
time the rear end of the first tram cleared the crossing, 
and it is believed liat at that time the air was sc filled 
with smoke, steam and snow, stirred up and following behind 
the first tram that it wis impossible for the but. driver 
to see the second approaching tram. The requirements of 
safety cannot be fulfilled merely by bringing in automobile 
to a stop at a grade crossing, it must be definitely known 
that there is no closely approaching train before it is 
safe to proceed. Because of his failure bo observe this 
fundamental safety requirement, the direct responsibility 
for this accident must rest upon driver Taylor of the school 
bus. 

For a period cf 30 days prior to the date of this 
accident bhe average daily tiam movement over the tracks 
at this point was approximately 60 westward trams and 70 
eastward trams. Normally hignway traffic on Sheldon Road 
is light. However, at the time of the accident some traffic 
w s rerouted from other nighways where construction and re
pair work was m progress, and at Times the volume of 
traffic is considerably increased cn account of the close 
proximity if theG;eve] and airport. Any highway grade 
crossings of this character ever a multiple track railroad 
on which frequent and high speed trains are operated, is a 
point of danger which requires the exercise of extreme 
caution on the part of the automobile drivers, and a 
peculiar responsibility for rigidly regarding alJ safety 
requirements and precautions rests upon the driver of a 
bus carrying children entruo"ced to his care. 

Approach and crossing signs such as were install
ed at this point are merely markers indicating the existence 
and location of a grade crossing, such signs do nab warn 
drivers or motorists cf approaching trams, lut caution 
them to "stop, looiC and 1x3ten" to ascertain whether or 
not a tram is approaching. Sach signs and markers alone 
do not adequately safeguard traffic over such u crossing. 
The range of vision ray oe so ooscuied by storm, smoke or 
fog, or obstructed by cars on the railroad tracks ir other 
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vohiclcs m the hi rhw r y , fiat i si r/rly I . J V I : tJ vehicle nny 
n^t hive tu e b) cl;n tho 0 1 . S o i i r jcf ro tho - nival at 
the or ssin 0 jf a hi j.±-speud tr in vvuoeh «rb u^t i i viaa 
i Then the vahicl^ st_rti_.d rerece. Afc cr/S^ii^ f t ne 
charaotor thcro sl.ru Id he anst.ilcl s i j-r il ^vices t, 
u i v e voniing t persons >n tho hij^^rj -f l̂ o ̂ p^i rtf; jf 
trams, m a :t 311 on c cr^sir^ var " Itsy, . ultipio-tiUCK 
railr nd careful c Jis.cicrm n m- aid alsj U men t: tic 
desirability .f m s c l J 111 s ro ^ v a e vVneh vnuIJ rve -
distinctive xiilioati 11 a n m t\ 5 troina were -pur ^ 1 ' ng 
the cr 'Ssimg at t h ~ ^ no Ln-e r nly a J . i t t.. e mt^rvril 
ap art. 

Shell jr. F / l is a er o b - r ; , 1 cmi^eti 11 ̂ etwecn 
try*1 :i ie ae_vil;^ t r L v e " i l e l 1J \,:~\ s Vie 1 ' M t -" 1 ca 
it cjrriccbs m the i_ rth er.'fas e tlu railr > hoc s t 
Eerea, trie cr -ssm ^ a n , JO1., ̂ b'l hy 0 issirĵ  ^t.sg, 
the r ad m t k "\/r ch _-, 0 nu^eta _.n L h o s r m cr rbi a t̂  0 
traens a 3]i i t i . s t n . e cjst 1' feiol.'on Rner c.a'CCii.;, 
this crossjug, h ^c^ij', oir na] 1 ' L o c t e 1 . N ji1 eily ire 
school hue r no 1 1 ad nnr tins r t l r r ^ J lut a. c r uto 
had .cer c eajel . n ccount 0 c lisr̂ uct 1 a. v rrk 1 1 a 
gross et this ti o, ana jbvri u > 5 l y tnoio /'/as i a h l " as inch 
need f. r pi 'tectim et tine cr ^-np, . c t S1 o"id,n 11 m cl 
Cressm^. VThoii the a nstr^cti n r.rh m tais hi hwiy 
is c rplctod rc ry 1 e feoshhl- hv, rt ti-ffio f r ir 
Slicld n H r i nil cl_ao that cr snip, ii T U j i men ̂ e 
necessary ti ̂ jtect only r_e c_ se_n^ t~ . ale^n lly in
crease the safety hi tuny tr n ̂  1 across t]±e r ilrord 
i n this \ricm_ty In any r>vcu, m nvler t prevent re-
curranco f such Jiorr'trius n c a . a m , cr s a m ^ f , i u u -
lic hi_].r/vU7S ver saoh a I C ' V . 1, r rav llel. 1 ul l_ p 1 0-oracn 
raili >ad s oull ee ,r.r,t eotl ^ ̂ nbeucn, ^los „r signal 
u C V I 0 v .S . 

Since th^ .ccurxinci 1 tms accident the 1 uoses 
n" tho Beroa sclnul 1: str1

 0 0 1. rc j o n r"i'Aita' end the 
passage ^f ben 1 lasers .ver la •• j r ('J ci .ssiij in
to cted h y 1 e v j 3 ; s l u h o ^ t n v t-e approach i" .rnrs lnae 
teen reduced 1 the n rent rf nroiity-tue dcily-

Res ̂ octfu tl-j su I l t t a d , 

h. P. EOi'LJ 'D, 

D- rt c b >r 

http://sl.ru
file:///ricm_ty

