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Ia re. Investigation of an Accldent whioh
ccousrred on the Rew fork Central Fall-
road, in Belle Isle Yard, April 9, 1918,

On April 9, 1916, there was & side collipion on
the New York Cenvrsl Railroed in Belle Isle Yerd, west
of Byrasuse, N, Y., which resulted in the death of &
firemnn, The investigation of this acoldent «az made
in conjunmeticn with repressantatives of the Fubllic Serw
vice Commizsion of the State of Hew York, and s & rée
guit of this lnvestigetioa the Chief of the Division of
Bafety submite the following reports

On the dey of the asccident logomotive 3134, haule
ing a csboose, left Bast Hyrecuse at 9.28 a, n., in
charge of Conductor Snyder end Engineman Marriot, It
arrived et Syracuse Jusotlon at 10.00 a, n,, and de-
paried for Belle lsle yerd &t 10,08 a, m. The orew
wes delayed in that yard and was not ready to depart
with their train of 81 oars, train M. ¢, 7, until
1,30 p. m., et which time the train prooseded frow track
10 of the West Bhore Railroad, to the conpection with the
New York Centrel traocxs, thence acroses eestbound New York
Central track 4 to westbound track 3., The locomotive
was croseing to treck 3 when 1t wes struck hy looomotive
3680, which ves being operated backing up on that traok,

Looomotive 3680, with & caboose, was in charge of
Conductor Killoron anéd Engineman Greenegle, It left East
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Syracuse &t 12,80 p. m., and on arvivel et Syrseouse Junc-
tion instructicns were given to proscesd vest to the westera
end of Belle Iele vard, using New York Central track 3.

It wos then to oroas over t0 the Weat &hors trecke vig the
gonnestion, In doing whi h 1t would meke a movenent Prace
tigally the poverse of thnat rade by trein . C. 7. Looo-
uotive 3880 departed from Syraocuse Jumotion at 1,28 p. m.,
Bnd oollided with looomotive 3134 st ebout 1.40 pe m.

The tender of locomotlive 3680 struck locomotive
3134 at the gangwey, dersiling both tenders and Searing
off the cab of loecmotive 3134, The blow-off sook on the
boller of logomotive 3134 vas also imeooked off and the
¥ireusn of that locomotive, who wazg ecauyht and held down
by the wreckage, was fotally soalded,

Tols part of the New York Centrsl Rallrosd is a
four-tereck line. It is Joined to the mein traks of the
West Shore Reilroad by a oconneotima ehout 900 feet in
length. Extending sastwsrd from the poirt of mooident on
tragk 3 the treck 1s stratght end the view unobstruoted
Tor about one mlle. At s noint about 85 reet west of the
point of accldent i8 slgnal 29673, on track 3, while
algnel E9573, aleo governlng track 3, 18 about 1 mils
et of the point sceoldent, and in cleor westhey this signal
can he olearly seen from slsne) 268673,

When naking e train movensent from the West Shore
tracks te New York Central track 3, after the trulm has



reached the conuection betwewn the two rosdes, the one-laver
stand unlocking the switches of the arossover between tracks
4 and 3 ghould be unlooked first, as & result & whioh the
signel op track 4, as well sz the two asignals on tysck 35,

Hos. 29672 and 29873, elither assume o remein in the siop
pesition, The one-lever stand unlocking the connsction
switch and the dersil is then operated, followed by the
throwing of the awiteh and the derail. The crossover switohes
are then throem for the desired movensnt, the easzt switeh
being handled Tirst.

Enginenan Marriot, of train ¥, C, 7, stated that
nie locomotive was Just ooming onto track 4 when the hrake.
uebn, who had been throwing switches ahsad of his traim threw
the switoh to track 3 et &he westmm end of the crossover, and
then turpned and walked towsrd the loeemotive. He thought
that from this position the brakeran had sn unshetruoted
vlew of anything thet miy ht te eppoashing oh track 5, and
stated that at this time his losonotive wae $lilling hard and
Blipplug, and that he wes paying econsidershle attention to
its operetion. He 4id not ask the firerzn, who +as killed
in the scoldent, to look back and see if anything vas ape
prosohing on treack 3, snd stated thaet he did not know
thet there wes anything on that track until the ocoliision
oooupred, He thought the speed of nies train at the time

wes sbot 4 or 5 miles an hour. He alse steted that he
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looked at the sutomatic signsl, Ho. 20673, governing
tyack 3, and that each time he looked at 1t it was in
the stop position.

Brakemen Rant steted that after throwlng the
ewitches leading from the West Shore trecks to the econnec=
tion with the NHew York Centrsl tracks, he thresw the lever
and then the switch leading from track 4 to treck 3 at the
sactern end of the oreossover. He then went back to the
connection end threw the lover and switch leading from
the counection to track 4, and then threw the derall switeh.
He stated that he then oams up track 4, oressed over to the
switch for track 3, end turned 1%, this switen being located
between trecks 4 and 3. At the time he threw this switech
the loecomotive hauling hisz trein wes & few cay lengths
behind him, or about &t the switoh at the eastern end of
the corossover on track 4. Be atated that when he throw
the lever on track ¢, he loored sast, but did not see sny~
thing spyoseling, while the sutomatie signel on the bridge
Just wegt of tha erossover was in the seution position, =snd
wont to the stop position when he threw the lever., He
atated that when he went shead of his tr&in to throw the
switeh on track 3 he could not see locamotlive 58680 on
agoount of the fact that the loocomotive heuling his own
train hed pulled out just snough to foul the trask and
obsoure hils view of anything whioh might be epirosching
on track 3. He 4814 not see locomotive 3280 until it wes
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3 or 4 var lengths awey, at whiech time he thought the speed
of his treln wvas 6 or 7 miles an hour, while locomotive 3040
was traveling about as fast, or perbaps a little faster. He
then stegfed over between treks 3 end £ and begsn ziving stop
signals to the englneman of looomotive 5680. He saw the enw
gineman leaning out of the windoy, but he nade no apyarent
sffort %0 astop, and the brekemsn d4id not think that he applled
the uir bries, belng apparently engaged in wetching the blook
silgnal on the signsl bridse.

Pirenan Foursier, on losomotive 3680, stated that
after working on the injector he was sbout to rall up the
curtain vhen he haprened to look out of the window and saw
that the two locomotives vere sbout to collide, He st once
called to Enginemsn Greenagle, but the collisioen ococurred
aboul two secocnds afterwerds, He stated that his loco-
motive wea drifting 2t & speed of about 6 or ? miles per
hour and thet he did not know whether or not the brakes
were spplied. At the time of the accident, Englneman
Greensgle wa2 leanins ocut of the window, looking in the
diryeotion in which the lovomotive was moving. Piressn
Fournier also stated theb he 414 not see the first autoe
matio algnal emst of the point of agclident, ut that
FPoginemsn Oreenagle called it eclesr,

Epginemsn Greensgle atated that the dbloek signal
aproaching the erossover was in the clear position and thad
wheli about 10 oar lengths past the Tirst slgnal eest of the
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point of scoident, signal No, 29573, he sew that the next
sutommtic eignal, =zignel No, E96%3, was in the stop peosition,
and as he appoached it he heard trsin M, C. 7 pulling across
the orossover, and knew that it was going to oross onto track
3, and that he gould nod uee the orossover until the traln had
goue. Just before the cgollisior cecocurred the fireman called
%0 him and he then applied the air<brakes, but the collision
asourred almost immedimtely. He stated thet he 414 no$ know
the position of the orossover switoh snd 414 not ask the fire.
nag in regard to 1t, and when asked if he iutended to pass the
gwiteh without knowing ite poaition he said that he was under
the inpression that the switeh was deyond the signal bridge,
and thet hevipg recelived a cleey signal et the preceding signal
bridge he had a perfest right to go to the next signal. XEuglne-
man Greensgle eslso sald that the fireman should have looked ocub
oR his slde of the locomotive to obeerve conditions, snd that
he had instructed him to do ao, but that on this partiouler
oepasion he 4id not sey sanything to him, as he was engeged

in wetohing the bleosk siguel in order not to run by it. He
sald that he 41id not see apything of the bdbrakemsn who claimed
be was stending between truoks £ and 3, giviag stuqhignnls. Re
slsc eald that the air-brakes om his locomotive wexe in geod
working order, that he had hed oecasion to use them four times
tafore reaching the point of eollision, and that they had
worked properly. Engineman Greonagie also sald that he had
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been running over this part of the rosd asince 1507, and that
on severel ogcmsions he had hauled trains on the West Shore
trackse, but that in the past three years he hed not havled a
train from the West Bhore over the connection to New Tork
Central track 3. He had, however, run o track 3 on geveral
oocoasions, and atated that he was familisr with the territory.
He afterwarde snld that he knew that the signal on the bridge
vrotested 2 Tacing point awitah on track 4, leading %o the
conneg¢tion with the West .Hhore trackt, He stated furtier thah
the speed of hls loocomotive 414 not exceed 8 miles en hour at
any point between Byraouse Junotion snd Bhe point of oollision.
The dlatance betwoen the two poluts, however, is slightly over
3 miles, and as his locumotive was reported out of Syracuse
Junotion at 1.28 p, n., and the collislon cocurred at 1.40 p. m.,
the average spesd was in the neighborhood of 13 milea en hour,

Conduotor Snyder, of trmin M, C. 7, stated that when
he went forward sfter the collision he assked Bnginemsn Greene
&gle how he bappened to coilides with trein ¥, C, 7, and the
enginansn said that he thought he had & right to go to the
pignel bridge, and that the switoh was on the other side of
the sigrel. OConduotor Snyder &lsc asid that he had ridden
o% locoxotives when crosalng over from the West Shore toc the
Hew York Ce:trsl tracks and that it was the custom to get
the signal from the man throwing the switches,

This ecoldent was caused by the feilure of Englonemsn
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Greenazle, of locomotive 3880, to observe and obey rule 93
of the Rules for the Qoverrment of the Opsrating Department.
Thie rule readis s followsl
"§ithin yard linlts the nmaln trucke may he used,

proteating ageinst first olaszes trains. Second class

and extrs tralne muet move within ysrd 1i.its prepared

%0 atop unless the maln treock 1s seem or knowt %0 be

alsar.®

Agooxding to hls own statement, Enginemsn Greensgle
knew that train M. C. 7 was uging the orossover and that
it was going to oross onto traeock 3; but in some wey he was
at the time under the lLupressjon that the orossover switeh
waz wesat of the signal bridge and that he had s right o
rruoeed to the siznel bridge before stoping., In view of
his experience as an engineman over this part of the road
g8ings 1907, previous to which he had been a fireman for
several years, no reascn for his eryory oan bhe assigned.

In moverents of this chearaeter firenen are suppossd
to watoh switochez and signals from their eide of the loode
motive. Piremap Fournier had been 1n the service less than
five weeks. It is believed that Lad Fireman Fournier msin-
talpned 8 proper loackout, he would have ssen train M. O, ¥
in time to warn Englinemen Ureensgle, and the logomctive would
heve beell brought to a stop in ti-e t0 avoid the collision,

BEngivemrn Creenagle ves emnployed in 1801 es & fire
¢leaner, and in the same vear wos promoted to firezan, while

in 1907, he was promoted to engineman., In 1312 he wad susde
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pendad for five dsys on account of a derailment of his
locomotive, and in 1813, he was suspeanded for five days
on aceount of an acoidant. Fireman Fournler entered the
servioe on ¥Maroh 5, 1916, as & fireman, snd hed a cleay
record. At the time of the acsidsnt Enginenazn Greenagle
and Fireman Fournler had been on duty about 2 hours, pre-
vicgus to whioh Engineman Groenszle had nad sbeub 1)l hoars
off duty and Fireman Fournier over 80 hours of'f duby.



