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la re* Investigation of m Aociaeat v?hiah 
ocourred on the Ke* fork Central Ball* 
road, la Belle Is le Yard, April 9, X916« 

O R April 9, 191 § f there me a side collision on 

the Mew T O T K Central Railroad in Belle Isle Yard, wee* 

of Syracuse, S» Y. , which resulted in the death of & 

f lrexaan. The investig&tion of this aooident «as lastde 

in oon^unotion -with repre a ent at i ve b of the Public Ser­

vice CoEaisslon of the State of Sew Yori:, and as & re­

sult c f this investigation the Chief of the Division of 

Safety submits the following report. 

On the day of the accident locomotive SI34, n&ul-

ing a caboose, left East %renuse at 9.SS a. m.s in 

charge of Conductor Snyder and Englneman Harriot. I t 

arrived at Syracuse function at 10,00 a. nw, end de­

parted for Belle Isle yard at 10*08 a. nu The crew 

wes delayed in that yard and was not ready to depart 

with their train of 61 oara, train M. C* 7, until 

1.30 p . a., et which time the train proceeded from traefc 

10 of the lest Shore Railroad, to the connection with the 

Hew York Central traces, thence aeroae east bo unci Hew York 

Central traok 4 to westbound fcreok 5. The locomotive 

me oroeeiiig to traok 3 When it wee etruok by locomotive 

S6QQ, which vm& being operated becking t i p on that traok. 

Locomotive 3690, with & caboose, -pas In charge of 

Conductor Killor&n end Engineisan Greenagle, I t left East 



Syracuse at 32* £5 p. au, and on arrival e.t Syracuse Junc­

tion instructions « r e given to proaaed v̂ est to the western 

and of Ball© I el© v«rd, using Mm Yorfc Central traofc 3. 

I t vr&s then to o r o a s over to tha tfeat Shore tare oka vis the* 

oonneotion, in doi&g ^ h l h i t would maice a movement prac­

tically tlia reverae of that $ade by trein M . C. 7, L o o o » 

retire 3060 departed from Syraouae 4\motion at !*£9 p. $s*t 

and collided with looojaotiw 3134 mt about 1.40 p, m* 

The tender of l o a a m o t i T e 36S0 struck locoisotive 

3134 at the gang«my, derailing tvoth tenders and tearing 

off the cab of locomotive 5134. The blow-off eooK on tha 

boiler of loooiaotive 3194 **aa also knoak-ed off and tha 

f l r » a a a of that loeofsiofciva, who *aa eaueht aad held down 

by tba wreokage, was fotaHy soalded« 

5hla part of tba Now York Central Railroad is a 

four-traok line. I t is Joined to the main trades of tha 

Wast .ihore Railroad by a connectinn ©bout 900 feet in 

length, intending eaafcwtrd from the point of aooideat on 

traak 3 the track 1 B straight and the view unobstructed 

for afcont one mil a. At a point about S5 feat west of tha 

point of accident i e signal 29673, on trao& 5, while 

signal £9573, also governing track 3, is about 1 mila 

east of tha point accidentf and i n clear weather this signal 

©am be elearly seen front eigne? 1 596755. 

Whan making a train move? ant from t h 3 West Shore 

tracks to Saw York Central track 3, after the train has 
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reached the connection between the two ro&da, the one-lever 

stand unlocking the switches of the crossover between tracks 

4 and 3 should be unlocked first, as a result df which the 

signal on track 4. as well as the two signals on track 3, 

Bos. £9673 and 29573. either assume or rseisin in the stop 

position. The one-lever stand unlocking the connection 

switch and the derail is then operated, followed by the 

throwing of the switch and the derail. The crossover switches 

are then throisa for the desired movement, the east awlteh 

h#ln§ handled first. 

Snglaecian Harriot, of train H. C» 1 t stated that 

h i8 locomotive was Just coming onto track 4 vfeen the brake-

?iifl&» who had been throwing switches ahead of his train threw 

the switch to tracK 3 at she western end of the eraesover, and 

them turned and walked toward the loooraotlv®, Re thought 

that from thia poaition the brakemat* had an unobstructed 

view of anything that al^ht be eppoaohing on track 3, and 

stated that at this tls&e bis locomotive wac p&lliag hard and 

elipplio^, and that he was paying considerable attention to 

it® operation. He did not ask the firer-an# «&o killed 

in the accident f to look back and see if anything was «p-

proahhiing on track 3 . and stated that he did not know 

that there vae anything on that track until the oollieion 

occurred. He thought the speed of bis train at the time 

vme shot 4 or 5 miles an hour. H e also stated that he 



looked at the automatic signal, Ho* 89673, governing 

track 3, end that each time he looked at it i t wee in 

the stop position. 

Brakenian lent stated that after throwing the 

switches leading from the West Shore t re eke to the eonnee-

tion with the Hew York Central tracks, he threw the lever 

and then the switch leading from track 4 to track 3 at the 

eastern end of the crossover, fie then went back to the 

connection end threw the lever end switch leading from 

the connection to track 4. and then threw the dertall switch. 

He stated that he then oame up trsck 4, crossed over to the 

switch for track 3 , and turned It , this switch being located 

between tracks 4 and 3. At the time he threw thie ewitch 

the locomotive hauling his train a few oar lengths 

behind Uir:, or about at the switch at the eastern end of 

the crossover on track 4. He stated that when fee threw 

the lever on track 4, he looked east, but did not see any­

thing aproashlng, while the automatic signal on the bridge 

just weet of the crossover w a s in the caution position, a a d 

went to the stop position when he threw the lever. He 

stated that w£en he went ahead of his- train to throw the 

switch on track 3 he could not see locomotive S6S0 on 

account of the fact that the looomotive hauling hie OKA 

train had pulled out Jnet enough to foul the traak and 

obecure hie view of anything s&iioh itigat be a p t reaching 

on track 3* He did not see locomotive SeSO until it wae 
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3 or 4 oar lengths away, at whloa time ho thought the speed 

of his train was 6 or 7 miles an hour, while looo&otiva 5 6 6 0 

rcae traveling about aa fast, or perhaps a l i t t l e faster. Hs 

then stepfed over between treks 3 and & and began giving, stop 

signals to the enginemaa of loeoaotive 5030. Eft saw the en* 

ginemaa loaning out of the wiadoy, but he raado no apparent 

effort to stop, and the b r a K o i r a a did not think that ho applied 

the air brkos, being apparently engaged in watching the block 

signal on the signal bridge* 

•fireman Fouraior, on locomotive 3680, stated that 

after working on the injector ho «aa about to roll up the 

curtain tiaoa he happened to look out of the window and saw 

that the two locomotives v̂ ero about to collide* He at onee 

called to Enginemsn Graenaglo, but the collision occurred 

about tm seconds afterwards. So stated that his loco­

motive was drifting at a apeed of about 6 or 7 miles per 

hour and that ho did not know whether or not the brakoo 

wore applied. At the time of toe accident, Snginsraam 

Greenagle was loaning out of the window, looking in the 

direction la which the looosotlve waa moving. tiremaa 

fouraier also stated that ho did not see the firat auto-

matte signal east of the point of accident, but that 

Sagineataa Greenagle called it clear. 

Bngineman Greenagle stated that the block signal 

aproaohlog the crossover *̂ aa in the clear position and that 

whoa about 10 oar lengths mast the first signal east of the 



point of accident, signal No. 29573, ha eaw that the east 

automatlo signal, signal No. £96?$, was in the stop position, 

and as he apjpoacfaed it he heard train M* 0. 7 pulling across 

the crossover, and knew that i t was going to cross onto track 

5, and that he oould not use the crossover until the train had 

gone. Just Before the collision occurred the fireman called 

to him and he than applied the air-brakea, but the collision 

occurred almost immediately. Re stated that he did not know 

tha position of the crossover switoh and did not ask the fire* 

man in regard to i t , and when asked if he intended to pass the 

awl ton without knowing ita position he aaid that he ms under 

tha Impression that the switch was beyond the signal bridge, 

and that having received a clear signal at the preceding signal 

bridge he had a perfect right to go to the next signal. Ifoigine-

®m Oreenagla alao aaid that the fireman should have looked out 

on his aide of the locomotive to observe conditions, and that 

he had instructed him to do so, but that on this particular 

occasion he did not aay anything to him, aa he was engaged 

in watching the block signal in order not to run by i t . He 

aaid that he did not see anything of the brakeman who claimed 

he "ms standing between traeka % and 5, giving stofyaignals* He 

alao aaid that the air-brakes on hi a locomotive were in good 

marking order, that he had had oooasion D use them four tiaes 

before reaching the point of collision, and that they had 

worked properly. Engine&an Greena&le alao said that he had 



seen running aver tola parts of the road sinew 1907, and that 

on several occasions he had hauled trains on the West Shore 

tracks, hut that in the past three years he had not hauled a 

train from the West Shore over the connection to New York 

Central track 5* He had* however, run on track 3 on several 

oooasions, end atated that he w&& familiar with the territory. 

He afterwards said that he knew that the signal on the bridge 

protected a facing point awltoh on track 4, leading to the 

connection with the West Shore track. He stated further that 

the speed of his locomotive did not exceed 8 miles em hour at 

any point between Syracuse function and the point of collision. 

The distanoe between the two points, however, is slightly over 

3 miles, and as his locomotive was reported out of Syracuse 

Junction at 1.28 p* n . t and the collision occurred at 1.40 p. a 

the average speed was in the neighborhood of 13 miles an hour* 

Conductor Snyder, of train M, C, V, stated that *hen 

he went forward after the collision he asked Inglnem&a Green-

a&le how he happened to collide with train M* C, 7, and the 

engineaan said that he thought he had a right to go to the 

signal bridge* and that the switoh wae on the other side of 

the signal* Conductor Snyder also said that he had ridden 

on locoaotiveg wtiec crossing over from the West Shore to the 

Hew York Central tracks and that it was the custom to get 

the signal from the man throwing the switches. 

This accident was caused by the failure of Bagineman 



Grecnagle, of locomotive 3660, to observe and obey rule 93 

of the Eules for the Government of the Operating Department» 

fhis rule reads as foilowsl 

*Wlthln yard 11 -its the r.aln tracks m&j b© used, 
protecting against first clase trains* Second class 
and extra trains suet raove within yard 11' its prepared 
to stop unless the nula track is seen or kno*« to be 
clear.* 

According to his ovm statementt Sngineiaan Greenagle 

knew that train M. C 7 was using the crossover and that 

It was going to cross onto track 3, but in some m & he was 

at the tins under the iiapr&aaion that the crossover switch 

was west of the signal bridge and that he bad a right to 

proceed to the signal bridge before &top$ng. In view of 

his experience as an engineaan over this part of the road 

sins* 1907, previous to which he had bean a fireman for 

several years, no reason for his error oas be assigned. 

In move^nte of this character firemen are supposed 

to watch switches and s i g n a l s from their side of the looo-

znctive. Flremaa Fouruler had been in the service leas than 

five weeics. I t is believed that had ttrmm J'ouraiar B a i n * 

tainod a proper lookout, he would have eean train M» c , 7 

In time to warn Englnanion Graeaagle, and the locomotive would 

have been brought to a stop in ti to avoid the collision. 

Engines^ a 3r©enagle was employed in 1901 as a fire 

cleaner, and in the sms year was promoted to fireman, while 

ia 1907, he m a promoted to englneeaaa* In W 1 Z he was sua-



pended for five days on aoeonat of a derailment of hta 

loco&otive, and in 1915, he was auspert&ed for five days 

on account of an accident. Fireman ?ournier entered the 

service on March 5, 1916, as a f <re*r-an, and had s clear 

record. At the time of the a sot dent Snginenan ©reemagle 

and Fireman Foumier had been on duty about 2 hours, pre­

vious to which lagLiesian Gree&egle had had abo^t 11 hours 

off duty and fireman foamier over 60 hours off duty* 


