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o e t e b e r 1 # 1M? 

o n u p u e t 21 # 1017, t h e r e *se a c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n a 

m i n e v e r f r e i g h t t r a i n a n d » l i g h t e n g i n e o n t h e r - ' e w fcrt 
C e n t r e ! r l l r o « d e t A l b a n y , H * Y , t w M e h ream ted i n i n j u r y 

t e o n e e m p l o y * * ! . A f t e r I n v e s t i g a t i o n t h e Shlef o f t h e 

vivteten o f ~sfety r e p o r t e m f o l l o w s * 

T a © 'i evident o n o u r r e d o n t & e ttohnwk 5 t v i s i o n e t e 
p o i n t about o n e m f t l e enet o f t h e i > e , « # n § e g ate felon at 
A l b a n y a n < * or* u n i t t a k n # w t e a % s t A l b a n y * * 1 1 1 1 l o o e t e d 

betveen e e t / l b o n y e n d A l b a n y , T h e e n t i r e d l c t n n n a b e * 

t v # e « #ft i'Olbeny e n d A l b a n y # a b o u t 5 n t l e t * i s t n y a r d 

Unit a • n c I r v i n e e r e operated w n ^ e r e u t o n e l l o felock s i g n a l 

e n d t e l r w o n e t r e i n d i a p e t e n i n f * * y * * t e m § , f h e e r o d e b e t v e e n 

ttftec-e %WO p o i n t s v a r i e s f r o * * 1 t o 1»8# d e a d e n d l n g f o r e a s t * 

n o u n d t r a i n s e n d i s K n o w n e a v e s t /Ibeny H i l l . 

.h* t r a i n i n v o l v e d in t h i s a o o i d e n t w e t # n a n a t ^ b o u n d 

t r a n s f e r t r a i n e n r o u t e f r o s t » » e a t & l t o « n $ t o ^ e n n s s e i n e r ^ 

where t r e l n a ® r e c l a s s i f i e d for p o i n t s o n t h e ^ u d r o n a t v i * 

eion, e n d t h e fee«ton e n d A l b a n y A nil r e n d , T h i * t w i n eon. 
« l » t e d o f l e a d e d e n r e v e i g h i n g 2 t 6 T O t o n e * T t w a s h s u l e d 

V ' j - l o e e e t l * * 5 7 6 6 o n d w a s I n ohsrge o f C c o d u o t o r C o n k l i n 

* n d . n g l m e m e n *'nker, a t e r m i n a l teet o f t h e a i r b r a k e s m i 

this t r a i n t m t m a d e st ' ' e s t A l b a n y s h o u t n o o n o n the d a t e of 
the a e e l d e n t , I M t tent s h o v e d t h e t tee b r a k e a o n *z o f t h e 

c ^ r s t o r a b o u t 6tl*# w e r e i n p r o p e r w o r k i n g o r 4 e r t g i v i n g e n 

j-vera- 9 o f 62 t o n e p e r b r a k e * A f t e r t n e e o a n l e t i o n o f t b e 

tc»l t t h © t r a i n s t o o d i n t n e y u r o * at * ' a t t * l b e n y u n t i l e b o u t 

7 p,n, A b o u t ft p . m . , e n g i n e ;-7\*a was c o u p l e d o n t o t b e t r e i n 

a n d the a i r p r e s s u r e v e t o u n u e d u p t o - s e u n i s i n the t r a i n 

l i n e a n d no p o u n d s i n m a i n r e s e r v o i r . S n g l n e n a n B a k e r t h e n 

m a d e a ferstee e o p l l o n t l o n i n the u e o a l m a n n e r , a n d e f t e r the 

t r a i n m e n u»d r o n e o v e r to* t r a i n » n d g i v e n h i m t h ® e l g j R a l t o 

d o s o # i * f released the brakea* f o l l o w i n g thie# t h e t r a i n 

• t o o d f u l l y * n r e e * q u e r t e r a o f a n b e a r o n n o e e t m t o f t h e j r e r d 

e t J i s n n e e e l a e r b e i n g b l o o k e d , 

•'••trout 6*?<5 p.m. the t r e i n s t a r t e d f o r l e n n a s e l a e r b u t 

; , > « r t e d *bfut t a e fourtn o r f i f t h e e r f r o m the e n g i n e , e n d 

a f t e r © o g l i n g UP a n d p u m p i n g u p t h e a i r p r e s s u r e a g e i n . i t 

v n a n e e e t a e j * y t o w e l t e o m e t i m e i n o r d e r t o t e n u r e a releaae 



OF %tiB BRABEE* tm TRAIN FINALLY LAFT *©ET ALBANY AT ABOUT 
7 p. « . G SAD WHAN I T HAD PROCEEDED A SHORT AT STENTS DEW TAT 
HILL %m ©figim««N ©LEI*® FEE HNV© WDT A RUNNING TEST OF TOE 
AIR BRANT« WHIOH BROUGHT THE TRAIN ALIEN ST TO A STOP* THEM 
RELEATTD TBE BRAKEE END WHEN THE ©PEED OF THE TREIN BEGUN 
LO TNORATTT ft® ^©DE TWO TEN-POUND REAUETLONE OF TBE AIR, 
FOLLOWED BJR EN ©SIERGEIITY RTDNTTLON, NEITHER OF THL EH RETARD ©a 
te© SPEED, of THE TREIN. ©AD AT ©BEAT 7.08 P .M. I T COLLIDED 
WITH LEEOEETTVE BO. 5*80 WHLL# RUNNING ET A SPEED OF ABOUT 
30 MILT© aa SOUR, DRIVING ©AGIN* 2??8© BACKWARD INTO SWITCH 
ENGINE «©• & S I . 

INS FORCE OF TH© OOLLLEIEN EONSIDERSBJY DAMAGED ©11 
TARES LOEOPOTIVES, END OEUESD CS ©R THE CERT IN TH* FREIGHT 
TREIN TO UUIEHLE ©AD PILE UP. TH© VTATATR W*« ©L#AR» 

.•.^REACHING THE -VOINT OF ©©ELDEST FROA V E S T ALBANY, 
THERE I?- © 7*DEGRSE CURT© TO TH© RIGHT, 1,0-00 FEET LONG, 
VITA A DEECENDLNE GRADE OF WFTIEH GRADUALLY LAORTAEET* 
ILEOK -O©k OUT BEING LOCATED ON THIT CURVE* THEN THER© I T 
A 6*DI|*r©0 CURVE TO TAE LEFT, 1 ,23? FEET LONE, THE GRADE 
DEEEENDLAT, t*^ft THEN © TENPENT 200 FEET ION*.* m ©BOUT THE 
*E**E gft*s$®J THEN A 3-DE<JRE© 31««LNUTE EURVE TO THE RIGHT, 
1,700 FEST LONE, WITH A DESCENDING GRADE OF 1*6? J THEA A 
TFTN^EAT 1,̂ 00 FEET LONR: OA A D©I«©NDLNG £RADE OF L*5$J THEN 
m 2~4%f»e» 4h*ALMIT© ©ARV^ TE THE 3 EFT 55$ FEET LONE, OA 
THE E**E GREDTI THEN A TANGENT 300 FEET LONG ON TH© EARN* 

REDE| TITEN E &»D©GREE 12>#»INUT© EURV© TO THE RIGHT 940 FEET 
©NG, ON TA© EETTT GRAAE, TAEP « TANGENT 400 FEET LONG OA TH© 

*E«« i,RADE T^ TNE ^OLAT OF ©©OIDTAT. 

CONDUCTOR COABLLN OF TH© FREIGHT TRAIN ETETED TNAT AFTER 
THE ENGINE COUPLED ONTO HIT TRAIN AT v*«T AIBENY ( ©A EIR TETT 
VET FTR.DE IN TH© USUFTL Manner SAD THE TRAINAEA VENT OVER I'm 
TOPE ©F TA* ©&RE END TURNED UP THE RETAINER©* v% WALKED FROM 
tm FRONT TO TH© RTSR ©AD OF THE TRAIA IN ORDER TO CHECK I T , 
AND WNEN NE RESOHTD THE REAR END TH© BREKTMEN EIGNELED THE 
TNFLN©»NA TO APPLY THE BRAKES* HE TNTN V*L*TA BACK TO TH© 
NLDDLE OF TBE TREIN AND G©V© TH© ELGNEL TO RELEASE TH© BR®LI©»* 
VHEA HE INCHED TH© FRONT ©AD THE ©NGLAEAAN TOLD hin THAT HE 
BED ORDERS, T^ HELD THE TREIN BECAUSE TH© YERD «T Hmmmtmw 
WEE FULL. HE ETETED THET WNEN TH© TRAIA STARTEE: T© LEAVE V E E T 
ALBANJR, I T PARTED BFTTW«©N TH© FOURTH ©AD FIFTH EARN* ©AD "m 
VENT BECA TRIERE, TAW THE BRAAEATN COUPLING UP TAE BEET AND 
TURN IN IN TH© AIR, END AFTER WAIT LAG; ABOUT FIVE ALAUTEE TO 
pwp U;*« THE N^OESEFRJ-- SIR PRESSURE THEY TRL©D TO ©TART TN© 
TRAIN S^©!^ BUT TH* BRAKE© WOULD AOT RELEESE WHARCTTPEA HE 
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W A L K E D T O T H E R E A R O F T O O T R A I N , T R I E D T H E R E L T A E E © O O K E A S 

A T W E N T A . 1 O N G , «nd W H E N he R E E E N E D T H E R E A R H E O P E N E D T H E 

» N T - ; L E N O O K T O M A K E E U R E T H E R E W E E A I R P R T F E M R V T K R O « # T H E 

T R A I N , E N D R « # # I V @ D & A T R O N G E N N A U E T O F E L R J A F T E R W B I E H 

TOT B R E K E U E N W E N T O V E R T H E T R A I N T U R N I N G D O W N T H * R E T N I N E R E 

E N D E T F A A T * . » T H E B R A K E S W E R E R E L E N T E D , T U R N E D T H E M U P 

T G E I R T I ; . E T H E N S T A R T E D T O W A R D T H E MM& E N D O F T H E T R A I N 

A N D G O T TO W L T H I N 8 or 1 0 E E R * F R O M T H E E N G I N E E N D S A W T H E T 

A L L T H E B R A K E S W E R E R E L E A E E D , G O T O T H E E N G L N E - ^ E N T H E P R O O E E D 

S L C N A I * E N D T H E T R A I N L E F T T H E R E A B O U T 7 P . M . S T A T E D 

T H E T W R I E N T N E T R E I N R E T S A T D P L A N A . L O O K O U T I T S S P E E D W E E 10 

O R 1 £ M I L E S en H O U R A N D T H E T N G L N E M A N A P P L I E D T H E B R A K E * E N D 

R # D U E # d I T S S P E E D T O A B O U T 6 M I L T ® A N H O U R , E N D W H E N I T 

R T N E H E I E I G N E ! T O W E R 2, » S H O R T D T E T E N O E B E Y O N D & L A E K N O O K 

O U T . H E . . S A R D T H S E N G L N S M A N R T V E R F E T H E E N G I N E * A N D A*3A F O R 

B R A K E E * E L V I O L O H T I M E B # R # N T O T H E R E A R O F T H E T R A I N , E V E N E D 

T N E . N T T I ' L E MM$ A N D R E O E L V E D O N L Y A E L I C I T E N B E N A T of A I R , 

TM MEXFITMM A G A I N O E L L E D F E R ? > R E K * S and C F E N D U E T O R C E N K L L N 

A T E T E A w O T H E I N T T R U E T E D T H © R E O R B R A K E M - A N T O R U N A B E « S I 

O R $ E N R E E N D B * T H B E ^ T N S E T T I N G H A N D B R A K E S , T H E S P E E D O F 

T H E T R E I N E T T N I * T I N E B E I N G , A B O U T O R S O M I L E A N N H O U R , 

A N D T N * V X E R E S T I L L S E T T I N G H « D B R A K E S W F T * » T H E O O L L I S I O N 

O N E U R R E D , T B * S P E E D O F T H E T R A I N B E I N G A B O U T 50 M I L E A E N 

H O U R A T T H E T T I N E * A F T E R T H E O O L I I S I O N N E I N S P E C T E D T H E A N * 

D A N A G M D E Q U I P M E N T E N D F O U N D E L L T N E A N G L E E O N K S O P E N . H E 

S T A T E D UIET W H E N H # W E N T O V E R T H O T R A I N A T ' " F ? T A L B A N Y H E 

O U T O U T T I I ® B R I S K E T O N T W O E A R S , A N D A F T V L E A D T B E E N G I N E A E N 

O F T N S T F O O T , H E F U R T H E R E T E T E D T H A T T H E Y N A D S T A N D I N G 

O R D E R N T O M% 10 H A N D TOREKEE O N T H I A B I L L * H E M O U L D G I V E 

N O R E A S O N W N Y te# A I R B R A K E S F E L L E D T O E O N T R O L T H E S P E E D , O F 

UI® T R A I N A N D S A I D N E H A D H U D N O T R O U B L E M O L D I N G T R E I N * O N 

T I L L S H I L L on P R E V I O U S O O E A E I O N E . M E S E I D T H A T N O test of 
T H E B F T & E A wis M O D E A F T E R T H E T R A I N B R O K E I N T W O A T * E A T 

A L B A N Y . 

T ; ^ I T . L N E F F L « I I B A K E R T I N T E D T H A T A F T E R E E O P L I N G H I E E N G I N E 

O N T O T H A T R A I N A T - E A T A L B A N Y , A T E A T O F A I R B R A K E E * N A 

M A D E , E N D A B O U T TOREE*<NINRTERA O F A N L O U R I N T E R , H E S T A R T E D 

T H E E N G I N E A N D T B E T R A I N P A R T E D . A F T E R T H S E O N D U E T O R A N D 

B R A K E N N N H A D C O U P L E D T B ® T R E I N T O G E T H E R H E W A I T E D L O A F E A O U ^ I 

T O O H E R G E T H E T R E I N L I N E T O S S P O U N D « P R E S S U R E , T H E N M A D E A 

1 6 * P O U N D R E D A C T I O N T O R E L T A T E T B E B R E K E E U N I O N H A D A L L I E D 

N U T O N N T L E A L L Y W H E N T H E T R A I N B R O K E I N T W O , TOUT T H E Y D I D N O T 

R E L E N T ® ! A N D M R S R E K E I N E T N T N T O R 9 ® T t n e n , W H O «ae O N T H E 

L O E O M E T L V E , S E L A E D T H E H R A K E V A L V E H A N D L E * N O D E A N O T H E R R E * 

D U O T I E N E F A B O U T 2 0 P O U N D A E N D R E M A R K E D , • T H E R E * s E O N * T H I M £ 

V R E N C J ^ E R E , " H E E T A T E D T H E T TOE A I R G A U G E I N D I C A T E D 05 r > O U N 3 A 

U N A L L O ? O U I K 1 A T R A I N L I N E A N D M A I N R E S E R V O I R P R T T T U R E A , E N D 



a* U E A R D T H E © X H S U S T W H E N the M D U E T L O N T w w T W A E . 

*»hoa T H E braise® F A I L E D Is R E L E A S E h* T H O U G H T T H © T R E I N L L N * 

vug ©v«r*R.*R*;ED A N D « E D E T H E R T A U T T I E N I N E R A T R T O M L * * I T 

T H E N * . * A « tmm O R T W T H A N W E N T © V « R T H * T R A I N , # N D R T L T T T T D 

tne « I R B R A K T T , A N D U P O N M T E I W L N S . A P R E E E E D E I G N E ! R R E A 

I>etto*n, 'm * T S R T * D T H © T R A I N W I T H O U T A N Y F U R T A * R t « R - t O F 

to© A I R fewtlst® H A V I N G B T * N N A A T * "fern FEE T R A I N R © » O H © D 

I 1 L A N K > O A K O U T a© ® A D © # , R U N N I N G T E S T of T B * B R A K E S W I T H a 

%»P©tt«A M A U T T L O A W A L L * R U N N I N G © T « S P E E D O F © B O U T 0 N I L © © 

A N © O U R * H # « * $ tht U S U A L E X H A U S T O F A I R , A A I T H © B P A I T T S 

A^Xtaa N M P T R L Y A N D R T D U T V A T H © T P T T D O F T H © T R A I N . % B E N 

T A E . A P T T D B E ^ A N to L A U R E A T E he » © D E A R T F T U T T L T N © F 10 P E U N D T F 

hssrft the U S U A L E A A A U S T , H U T T B © B R « f e # T D I D N E T S R P L Y J H E 

than M A D E A N T H E R L C H E * E F I D R E D U E T L E A , T H T R ? P L A T T A T H E B R A T © 

V * L V F in E U O R G E A E J P O T I T L O N , A P P L I E D T H © S T R A I G H T ©If B R * & » « 

O N th© T N # L N E # © A A W H E N N O N E O F T B E E T A P P L I E S T L E N T B A D A A I 

*FF©ot he R T L A A T T O 1 T H E S T R A I G H T A I R B R A K E S ? , r*w*r**a T H © 

© A G L R T # T aad © O A A D E D T H © W H T T T L T F O R B R * ) T * T T aad S H O R T L Y 

T H E R E A F T E R H I S t r ® L N © O L L L D E D W I T A th© L I G H T E N G I N E . RIT 

C D A . L T T T A that A F T E R T H © T R A I N B M K T I N T W O T A T ? S H O U L D H A W 

arde A R E G U L A R t * T T O F the S I R B R A K E S T E R E I P L R E I B Y T B * 

R U L E * , out D I D N O T thin£ I T N « O E ® * « R F B E E S U S © T B * B M K T T 

w © R T alreaA* A P P L I E D E N D B E T O A T L D T R T D th* B R S K # G T © H E L A 

R . O O D C O N D I T I O N . 

R I R * N * N J O H N S T O N stated that W N E N H I E T R A I N H A D M « T B * d 
tilmk. '-oefc O U T T H © E N G I N E A E * M © D © en R A P L I E R T L © h O F T H © S I R 

B R C ' * e e and tut ©ih©I*#T wa* S T R O N G , B U T W H E A T H E FERTKTT W E R E 

M L T A E * © - tbe T R E I N SS©iae4 T O P U S H F O R W A R D end T H E E N E L F T © A S A 

B I M - C a S E E E N A © - v - N A T I O N < ? F T H © B R A X E S * B U T T H * J R D I D A O T 

e « E R : t- tat© H O L D J th* T A G L T I E M T N T H E N 7 1 ! A T * * T H ® FERAKT H * A # I » 

I N ****$mQjf P O S I T I O N , T H E T R A I N L I N E P R E S S U R E at T H A T T L T T * 

beta, TO :>ound C T but W N E N T H E B R O K E e D I D net *p L Y T H E A N G I N A ) * 

*©n R E T R E R E E D T H © engine. 

. • E E < I . R E B E U S N ' " O G L E S T A T E D that W H E N T H * T M L N B R © L E I N 

two A T est • M B T N Y h© E L A T E D T H © A N F C L © T O O K O N T H T R E A R O A R 

T F T H E «**d R > O R T L O N O F T H © T R A I N , **4t T H E A « A « S S # R Y A T U P * 

L L N ^ E , end T H T N © P T A © D T H © anal* T O O K © L O W L Y * W H E N Q U « S T I © A « D 

F U R T A E R S T A T E D T H A T H E W E T P O S I T I V E b© O P E N E D T H © E A G L E 

L I F T E R M A H I N R T H © N * « * A T « r ? T E U P I L N C T T A A D T H « T T H E R E W © S 

E cood F L O W *f « L R T H R O U G H T H © T R A I N . H E S T E T E D T H A T A F T E R 

W A I T L N T T L I © R 20 alnutes- to « « © U R © T H E D E S I R E D S I R P M S S U M 

the TN^intftAft attte$>t«d to © T A R T T H © T R A I N but T O T T L D N O T D O 

m on © O E C ^ U A T O F T H T B R A C T S B » I A G * T L L L A P P L I E D , W H E R E U P O N H E 

A N D T A # R E E R hmkm*N W E N T © V T R T H © E M R E , T U M T D D O W N T H E 

R E T E L N E R * I O N * , E N O U G H T O R E L E N T © T H © BR©K*I F © A D T H E N T U M * 4 
T H E M U P & £ P L N . L O * T R A I N L E F T *:»et Albany W I T H T W O H A N D B R A K E S 
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m% imc e n o r t l y After It s t e r t ed M be^an t a t t i n g " o r * hene 
brakes end set about lo mm %'M t r e i n reaeaed S l e e t 

eut* e t w i l en p i e c e tbe englnenen « * 4 e e running t e e t 
©f tne e i r b m b v s and brought tbe t r a i n * l « o * t to a s t e p . 
£har t ly a f t e r naking t n l * t « t t the speed of the t r a i n grsftu* 
a l l y Inoreeseft ®ad when the ©itglasrtan saua^ed th® w h i r t i e 
f o r W&me n t began s e t t i n g head brsk©?i snd husd s e t shout 7 
nor®, o r « t o t a l o f IT. when he Junpen f r o * tb* t r a i n . 
Brsbeftsn "-fc^l* ®t#ted that aa t « © t of t h t a i r brakee was wade 
a f t e r o o v , i ia+ the t r a i n * f t « r th* brsak»ln*tw© et ~***t 
A-lbeny. eiui it we# not austeaary t e «#k# eueb t e s t * under 
auoh oireuttstsa.ee s, a l thoutf ) he knew tbat the r u l * s r e q u i r e d 
i t . o o u l d g i v e aa reason why the a i r brsk©e f e l l e d t o 
h o l d tn* t r a i n on th* h i l l . 

dlgftaloan Cehouten s ta ted that he was ©fi duty a t ©lefts! 
s t a t i o n i o . 1' snd taw th t f r e i g h t t r a i n pest t h e r s ©bout 
? » 0 6 p . * . s-t a ap#©d of About 4& m i l * * tn tour, the engla© 
b* ln t i n r*trur«* n o t i o n , «nd f i r © was f i f i n g from th© wheel 
Me tt&ted thet he saw on© fi»#a ©beat th© eesiter ©f th© t r a i n 
e* t t ln^ hand brake and two men on the r e a r o f th© t r a i n 
t ry In/, t o s e t hand b r a k e s , hut they were unable t o do to on 
««©oumt ©f t i i t t r e a t epvadi o f th© t r a i n . 

• « * i * t e n t 3up*rlnt*n4wftt ftt*l*y e t e t ed tha t th* p r a c t i c e 
e t V:*at Albany wa* f o r our t a r p s u t e r s and a i r brat© l a t p s e t o r s 
t o go e v e r th© t r e i n t h a a i r brake© be ing t e s t e d wi th t h t 
y « r d e i r p r e s s u r e . A f t e r th© road engine i s e o u o l e d t o th© 
t r a i n the erew i t r equ i r ed t o rank© a t e n u i s © ! t e e t o f th* 
ernk©s be for* l e e w i a g , end a f t e r a e a r ha t been o u t @ut o r 
pinked up* o r anything hae happened to tno t r a i n l i n e , a 
brake ie*t l e r e q u i r e d b e f o r e p r o e t e u i a g « H* *tet*4 t ha t t b * 
tern tool t«tt ®»«s i« t©f l o f the engiaemsa e^plyinf; th© a i r 
b r « k « i an* tn* e o a d u e t o r sad o t h e r *un.b*r§ ©f the e r«w would 
then CO sslORi th© t r a i n and n e t s whether th© b r t o t haft a p ­
p l i e d , then th© ©ngitteman would r e l e a s e th* ternkee sad the 
or tw woul£ #e o v e r th© t r a i n *t.*ln and asser t©!n whether a l l 
th© b r e k e s ned r e l e a s e d . H* s ta ted tha t th*y had been hand­
l i n g t r e l i i s on th in h i l l with t h t a i r brake* g in** ^«pt*wb©r 
1, WT&$ 'M% t he t tne erew© e r e r equ i r ed t « * « t l e a s t 10 
band nrak** beltor* s t a r t i n g down th* h i l l , th l© b e i n # ©a e x t r a 
p reeau t lon* M a l t© s th ted tha t they r s q u l r e d t h t t r a i n * t o 
hs*« at l aa»t 3b1' ©f the a i r b rake* o p e r a t i n g . 

M r tfrak* Tne t rue t o r Dt t tean s ta ted tha t he went on d;uty 
a t ! ' # » t • Ibany nt about f i w « st lautes t o ? » • » . , *mr th* orew 
o f the f r e i g h t t r a i n t r y i a g to g*t t h e i r t r a i n s t * r t « d f g o t 
on t ae e r^ ln* and « » d * a 10»©ound rwdue t lon , and when he heard 
no ©Khaust o f ta* a i r reaarked t© the tngla©®*a, *You e in* t 
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got JRCUR »lvi SOSSETHTNG i* t a t matter** B# then GOT OFF 
the engine* w*lte«S buck 30 op 35 ear LENGTHS with tho oon~ 
duster, r * l # » # T N G tho BRAKES BY HAND, end mn netting BACK 
toward the engine AND «hon id THIN ©BOOT IS e e r lemgthe of 
I T , GOTO t.a« ENGLNEWAN a signal TO try the BRNKTO AND a eld, 
•are yon all right* whlon ths engiaeman EVIDENTLY TOOK FOR 
a signal to PROCEED. Tm TRAIN THEN STARTED and BE GOT on 
ONE of tae mr® END © T » 0 « « D OVER TO the OPPOSITE AIDE OF 
TOE train, NSLEAEED THE bleed cock a on » few mr§ as tbey 
PEEEED hln to ascertain whether there was air in THE AUXILIARY 
reserve? i f and THE TRAIN went on down TBE M I L * "<* SAID t h e t 
wnen he mi?a* the rednotion and nenrd NO EXHAUST, that indt* 
eated to hi-"- aonething WAS SHUT off, probably an ANCLE COOK 
ccin( closed, and he went back over the train to find oat 
waat the trouble wasj he examined eone OF the © a r t ON TBE 
heed END found n̂  oloeed ang le nooks* *fe stated THAT 
he die*, not feel sure THE trein WAS IN proper O^NDLTION to 
go down the hill , but WHEN i t etarted trie enflaeman wes out 
OF eight end N# COULD NOT STGNEJL hira TO ATOP* 

-hie aooident v®§ oaueed by tne failure of the CREW of 
tae runrvay trein to take a proper TEST OF the air BRAVEST, 
* a required by rule, before starting THEIR train from 
Albany, for wclc-i failure Conductor Conklln and 'nglneman 
I; a*«r vers primarily RESPONSIBLE* 

uie i of t.".e '»ew York Central HOOFE of rules governing 
toe operation r?nd eur>erviaion of air brakes F t sde as foliowei 

* nmemr tae eonelet of e TRAIN HAA been ehenged, 
or r.n angle ECCK has been CLOTED, standing brake 
teste mmet BE m4® to THE extent ©F knowing THAT 
all angle ©OOKS hate b*en opened end thet breve t 
ftf.Lily end RELTSSE in response to menlovletlen OF 
the englnem*n*e BRAKE valve** 

'ntle 43 READA as followat 
*• ntlnenan MUST tort the air brakes by making nn 
collection that will satisfy H I S THAT the BRAKES 
cr. be operated FROM THE ENGINE»an*E BRAKE valve, 
end it HE FINDA that they ETNNET ba, most ET ONOE 
atonal FOR BRAKES* 

IFCLa test nmst be made WNEN ® N G I N # I h«VE 
teen OHNNGED, OR at OTHER timet AFTER parted HOSE 
n*.e been reaowpledf nieo & sufficient DLETNNNT 
(eo that THE T W I N cen BE STOPPED hf hand UMFCEA) 
FRO» drawbridges, railroad, EROTISINGI and ether 
^aserdoue PLACES mi before GOING down heavy graces,* 



1mm r u l e * were mt ta*i-VLl*& with a f t e r t h t t r a i n 
p a r t e * , end notwi ths tanding tha s t a t t a t n t o f Bri**aan Ho*;lt t 

I t I t b e l i e v e d thet ha f e l l e d f u l l y to ©pen t h t brake pipe 
t f t e r mktn^ tha c o u p l i n g . ft© o t h e r ntnber of tht t r a i n 
craw t w t u a i l y naw Brekemen Uegle onen both ang le eooktf l a 
f a c t , in-"re were e o n f l i o t l t i c t t a t s j u t n t t ee t e wi®r* the 
br©ak»ir!**tw» ©oeurred. Conductor Conkiin on c a t ©cess ion 
sa id the break waa b*tv*«n the attend and t h i r d t * r e , aad 
on t a e t h e r tott I t was between the fourth and f i f t h earn} 
I'Afc'lneebm .'eker eald that ehen the break occur red there mm 
three s t f i • t t a e n e d to toe s n s i n * , end Srafctsuui ea ld 
there v*r* f i v e , und * i r I n s t r u e t o r Ptttsuui whea seked b * » 
tween what ai*rs t a t t r a i n we© broken l a two, r a l l i e d . *Ont 
t e l l e it© t a t th ird ear and one t e l l e aa the f i f t h . * 

*'htn I n s t r u c t o r bt t tuan warned both "nytnsatft Paktr 
and Onnduetor Conklln taat th#r© was t * * » t h i n e wrong; with 
the a i r , a f t e r h t had raad© t reduction a t the brake v*l*** 
they thould riuir© been © s p e c i a l l y care fu l aot t o s t a r t t h e i r 
t r a i n u n t i l a b s o l u t e l y e e r t a i s the brskee were l a proper 
condi t ion* '{felt knowitdf t oos ld only haws betn obtained by 
maklBji. t h t t e s t required by the ru le s* 

t h e r e i t no ©videaee tha t any s ar i out d i f f i c u l t y ha t 
been earner! tna«d h e r e t o f o r e tn eon t r o l l i n g the tp ted o f 
t r a i n s on t h i t grade wi th the a i r brakes . and t h e r t I t a© 
re seen te b e l i e v e that t h t spt td of the t r a i n iaeo lwtd i n 
this tttldeat t t u l d a o t haw© been to to© trolled i f th© 
ore*** bed hmn t e s t e d and put in pmmv ©cndi t lon be fore 
s t teapt i f t& to det t tnd* Afttr the a c t l d t n t tht a i r brake 
apparatus sa engine SfQt and th* 2 6 remaining: t a r s of th* 
t r a i n wtrt t«st*d and found to b« in good taf idi t lon* 

" t t t n t l o n i s cal l*© 1 to t a * f e a t that* a l theueb the 
yard tart o f the br*k©e on t h i s t r a i n abowfsd *t« I nop© r a t i we 
b r a k e s , thus reducing the portentag* o f oper t t iwe brake* ta 
»ery m&r tha l e g a l adnlaasi, aad I n c r e a s i n g the tonnage p # r 
br©k© to m abneraal f l f u r t * ther* wag apparent ly a© st t*t jpt 
sisdt tc r e p a i r t b * i n o p e r e t l v e b r a k e s , notwithetendlac; t b a t 
the t r e i n stood in th© y©rd s t l e a s t t l x h e a r t © f t e r ths 
t t t t vs* «cde* 

'•n.;:tn©ft^n Saker wee employed l a 1890* euepsaded ©0 dews 
in i « o ? f s days In i n s , tad 10 d©y© i a 1918 far r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r c o l l i 0 i @ n © , tsn«X suspended 10 day* Jaautry 50, l b l ? , f o r 
mai l ing through a d e r a i l * Conductor Conklln we* e a p l t y t d In 
1891 § dieriasrgtA in 190? f o r r e t p e n s l b l l l t y f o r ©a © e e l d e a t , 



reemployed m i#10 t tygpeaded tntee mm mprinenAed mm 
utnm t«et ti«e for olnor offenses* Br*ko»«« Bogle vss 
ewplofsd on Junnnry 1, lvlo. and v«t snepenied io d«y» 
for do,<olliton ef s onr* All of toe other inpleyeee in* 
wived hod t$od reeorde and none had been on duty In 
violation • '• f the hour* of »ervloe lew. 
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