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& AR E S0 3t ”‘"fﬁ;ﬂ'f"‘“e oF a8 ACQYIDENY SHIOH nCQURmD
CEOTH O MTY YORE QUNTRAL RATTRG, DOAT ALBANY,
BeX,, 7HOAUSLST 21, 191?.

Sotober 1, 1917

Jno-wpuet 21, 1917, there wes a gollision between a
run@wég frmiﬁhﬁ vraln &n% ] 1&@%% snpine on the Hew York
Central --iire-d at Albany, M. Y., woloh resulted in injury
te one anployee, After tnkutigaixon the Uhiaf of the
viviclon of “sfety revortes 2 followst

‘e cceldent osourred on tne Mohawk Uivieion 5% a
molnt aboul one mile eset of the Deseenger slaotion at
slbany snd on woet e known as Yest Slbeny 411, loosted
batwaer oeb loany end albeny. The &ﬁtlﬁe ﬁtwimnaa Doe
tvsen  #r% Albany end albany, about J nlles, 1e in yard
1intte ~nd treineg are Qﬁﬂ?ﬁtﬁﬁ under ﬁ%tﬂﬁﬁ%iﬁ vleck sipgnsl
and kelevnone trein dlapetaulng eyetema. The crade between
tasre two nelnts vartes from 1 to 1.8% degesnding for easte
poun® treine snd 13 known sg Veest 2lbany Mill,

e tredn invelvat 1n this scooldent wee an ssetebound
tranafspr Lrsin en route fron Yest Albany %o ‘sanseelaer,
viers trnine g2re olaeelflied for volnts on the “udeon wtviu
elon, and the Soston and Albeny Rallrnad. Thiles trsin cone
elotad of 40 loaded cers welghing 2,870 tone., Tt wae hauled
by lestrobtive J735 snd was In aharga of Conduotor Conklin
snd  sAginesen “skEer, & Seruingl test of the siy bLrakes on
thie trein wae mede a8t ‘'ept Albasny ebout noon on the date of
thea soelifent. Thls tzot showed tast tns brakag on 40 of tne
cerg, oF sbout 887, wers In provar werking opler, glving an
everar e of &2 gan@ ner brake, /‘fler tae a@mwzwtgan of the
test, tha ﬁwﬁtr gtood in the yert at Uest Albeny until about
7 peme  4Bout & Dum., engine 795 wan goupled onte the trein
s the &l resgure waz pumped up to 85 wounds ln the trealn
line end 110 vounds in main rexervolre, inglpensn Bgker then
mede r brsbe anpliontion in tne usual manner, and saftsr the
trelncen usd pons over iha teain snd glven him the eignal 4o
do go, av relesged the brakes. Tollowing nleg, the trein

Lood fuilx tnres-guerters of sn hour on agoount of the yard
ol lsnneselser basing Llooked,

Auoud 5,800 p.e. the teeln eterted for Tenngselsaer bul
sarted sheul foe fourtn or FifSn car from the eaprine, and
efter sou Aing wr and ocumping up the alr presgure aga&n it
wae neeaasary to waelt gome Yime in order Lo segures & relesase



of the brezes. The trsin finslly left “eet Albany at ahout
? Da @, znd when 1% had proceeded a short dlstance down the
6111 tos engiseswen olaims to have msde a punning test of ine
alr orakesa wiioh Lrought the train almost %o & stop, then
relecsed the bysies and when the speed of the traln began

to tnoarease ne nede two tene-pound refductiong of Lshe alr
followsd Ly zn emergengy reduction, neithsr of whilan r@&mrﬁaﬁ
the speed of the treln, and at about 7.08 pem, 11 0ollided
vt loeoaptive %o, 3720 while running st s sveed of about
30 miles an seur, Ariving engine J720 bsexwsrd into awiteh
engine Ho. £%4,

; ine foree of tue colllelon coneldersbly dameged all
tares loeonctives, and ssused U3 of the ¢ars In the freigat
trein to vuwekle and pile uyp. The weatsner wes glear,

soprosening the volint of szegident from “est Albany,
there Lo o Tedagree curve o the rlght, 1,080 feet long,
wiin & degcending grate of BY wilen greduslly lnoresses
“lankz ook out belng loosted on thls ocurve, Then thers ig
n Dedpures ourve to tne left, 1,007 feet long, tne grade
dagaonding. 1.5Y3 then a tenpont 200 fest lony on sbout the
gome gvade; thnen o Owdopres dleminute surve to She rignt,
1,730 fast long, with z deesending grede of 1,£8¢; then s
tsngant 1,200 feet long on & degoending prade of 1.57; then
8 Dmfle, res 45e-minute ourvs to the Jeft BEDQ feet long, on
tus some grafie; then & tongent S00 feet lony on the spme
gredes then o Sedesgrss 1leminute curve to the rlght 840 feet
long, on tne geme grade, taen s tangent 400 feel long on the
zome ruie S~ the nolnt of sooldent,

ronduetor Conklin of the frelgnt traln ztsted tnat after
the snyige soupled onto his trein st vast Albeny, an sir test
woee #rde in the ueusl manner snd the tralnmen went over the
tops of tae garsg and turned up the retalnesre. Vo walked froe
tne front %o the resr end of tas trsin in order to oneok i,
and wisn ne resched the resr and the brakemaen signaled the
en, insvan %o apply the brskes. He then walked bask o ths
niddle of the treln and gave the signel %o releasse the bLrakes.
“aen he resaned the freont end the engineman Lold hin that hs
hed orders $~ held the trein beosues the yart 2% “snnseelser
wee Fulle He stoled thst wnen the traln started to lesve “ast
sloany, 14 nerted bDetween the fourth and fAfth oors, ond his
went beek tosre, eaw the brahewmen coupling up thne nose and
turnin: in the sir, snd after welting sbout five minutes %o
puar ws the neoessery &1y pregsure they trisd $o slart the
traln ageln, but the brakes would not relsmse vhersupon he


http://ftr.de

- & -

walked Lo %ne resr of the traln, tried the relesce sooka 24
as went elong, and when he raa&ém& the rear he opened the
pngle eoek %o make sure lhere was alr pressure through the
treln, and regelved & etrong exnaust of alr; after wileh

trie braissen went over the teain turning down thns reSalners
and o faet as the Drakes wers reliesssd, turned them up
ageln., ..o then started toward tie need end of the traln
snd got to within 8 or 10 asre frosm the engline snd sav that
all thie brades were releansed, gave Lthe enginesan tne prodesd
slenel, =nd tie treln left thers sbout 7 p.m, o stated
tuat smen Une traeln resched Plao: Coek out it sheed wae 10
or 1% 2iles sn hour afid the englneman spplied the brakes and
reduced 162 gread to about & milae an hour, and wihen 1%
resahed elpnel tower £, a ghort dlstanee Bayond Dlask Roek
out, ne .2ard the snginsman reverse the engine, =nd 0sll for
urales, ol waleh time he ran to the resr of the Iraln, ovened
tne at'le eoel, snd regelved only e ellght sxhaeust of alr.
“ne enclnenan ggein oallsd for brakes and Conduolor Conklin
gbatae .2t he inetructed the rany Draskesen to run shead B
or & 2aps end Dath begen setiing hend Lrakes, the apead of
the trels et tnls time belng sbout U5 or 20 mlles an hour,
and tney were s%lld) setting hand braskes wnen the gollision
sopurrad, the spead of She trein balng about 30 miles an
hour at %ﬁwttiﬁa. After the oollision ne ingpegtesd the une
dansged equipmant snd found ell tne snple soeks open, e
stnted lnet whien he went over the train et "ast Albany he
out out the brrkes on two eare, and aivised the suglnemssn

of thnzt fagt. be further gleted that they nad standing
arders to 2ot 10 hand Lrakes on thile N11l, He ¢ould glve

ne reggon way ine sir brskes felled $o sontrel the epeed of
trie Sreln and eald ne n2d nsd no trouble helding traine on
tols 811l on previous cocasions. He spld thetl no test of
tng brsikee was nede sfior the frain broke in two gl “est
Albany.

“noinemen Baker stated that after goupling nle enplne
onto tre Sraln 20 Yest Albany, a test of alr Lrakes woe
pade, ordd aboul tnrse~cusrters of an hour later, he atarted
the ényine and the traln parted. After th2 asndustor sad
brakgnen nzd gouplsd the traln together he walted long enough
o ensrge %ha treln line to 4% pounds pressura, then made s
16=pouni redvetion to relsace the brskee whleh nad appllied
sutlonatioslly when the train troke in %wo, but they 4id not
release, and alr Ireke Instructor Dettmen, who wee on the
locomotive, szelzed the braks valve handle, msde snother re.
dustion of abeut 20 veunde end remarxed, "Thers's gomeihling
wrone nere,” e stated thet the alr gauge indlested 55 pounds
snd 110 sounds treln line and waln ressrvelr sressures, snd
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ne nespd the usuel exipuat when tns reductliong vere asde,
“hen the brekes Falled to relense hie thougnt tha trein line
wae overgnErged pnd mede the reduction In order to relassse
them. Jae traln orew then went over the train, and relwssed
tone alr brakes, and upon receiving a proceed n{gﬂal f'rom
Hattonan, oo started the trailn without any furiner test of
ine elr brekes naving been mede, ‘hen the traln reached
Timgk ook out he mads a running test of the brekes with &
Fwpound roduation vnlle running at s soeed of edout & miles
an pour, hear?d the ususl egheusl of alr, and the Lrakes
w“pliﬁ% properly and reduced the speed at tiig trsin. vhen
Lo wpeed Gepan to inereasgs ne made A reduction of 10 pounds,
nrsrd the ususl axhaust, but the brakes 414 not 2rply; he
toen mede anotner l0wpound reduostion, then placed the brake
velve Lo cmergency positlon, apnlisd the strafgnl alr brakee
on tne engine, and when n&n# of theare asplioations hiad any
sffoet Lo ?ﬁlﬂmﬁﬁﬁ the sirslvht adr Lrskas, reverssd the
ehgine, and gounded the whistle for hrak@g end shortl
%ﬁ&?%&%ﬁ“r nls train eollidsd witn the Yight engline. e
firltied tust after the irpin bLroke in two they should have
mrde & regulsr test of the alr brekes gs peculred by the
rules, Lut 414 not thing Lt negresary begsuse the Lrakes
wore slresdy spplisd snd ne opneldered the brakes to be in
sond conditlon,

Pirenasy Johmaton steted that woen ndie traln hed reschod
Hleak ook gul the englnsman made an annllierticn of the sir
brawme end bog exiaust wag etrony, but when tns brakes wers
relesne’ the trein seensd to push forward snd the snpinoman
mnte o soeond aoclleetion of the brekes, bul tney 44 not
peat Y- %take heldy the enginemasn then w{aew@ the orake handle
in emergency soeltlon, the train line pregsurs &t tast time
beln, 70 soundg, butl when Lhe brakee 414 not an ly the enginge
mar reversed twﬂ enine,

cepd  pakamen ogle etaled thel winen the Leeln broks in
twe &t sat Albany ne eloeed the angle ooeck on the rear gar
of tue naed Dortlon of the Sraln, made the NAGESSATry QOUDw
linge, snd ten openad the sﬂyla aoock slovwly. VYhen susstioned
furtate he pbated that nhie was positive Ke orened Ine rngle
souk &fter making the naoecssary coundings, end that thore wae
e pood flew of alr throuph the trein., Ha ststed that alfter
weltins 18 or 20 minuter to sooure the desirved zir pressurs
s en; Anonan att»mﬁta& to =tart ths traln bLut seuld not 4o
g on agocunt of the bdrakee being 48111 spolied, whersupon he
and e Pesr Lrakeman went over the aare, lurne é down the
retsinereg lon:. ehouesh o relesse the brmksg end then turned
them up zgsin. %he trsir left “esst Albany minh twoe hand brskes
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gat ond giortly after 1% stnrted ne bapgan setiing ore hend
brakes snd ol get about 10 wien the traln regoned Rlaok
foek out, ol whilen pleee ths engineman made s running teet
of Ltae air brskes and brought the train slmost to a stop.
Enertly efter making tals test the spesd of the train graodus.
ally inoreceed snd woen the sugineman sourded the whirtle
for breker e bsgen 20tiing hond brskes and hed set about 7
more, or & totel of 17, when he Jumped fres the tralin,
Apskamen Dyle gtated gnwt ao Ltest of the alpe Lreker war nuds
aftar gousling the treln after the hreshkeinetws 2t “ept
Albanyg, sud 1t wes ot gustemsry o aske suon $es%e undap
Buah giveumg%ana@s, glthouprn he knew that the rules regulired
1%, » eould glve no resgon wiy Yoe alr Lrakees f2ilsd %o
hold tae traln on the hill.

Mpnelnan Cehouten staled 3hat he wee on duty st signal
statlion Los & snd gav the Preigant tealn pacs there about
Tell pama +% ¢ apeed of about 45 miles an hour, ihe engine
beln, in reverce moticon, and fire wae flylng from the wieele.
He etszled thet he eaw onis ngh about ths genter of the troin
zatitn,, lend Lrakes, and two men on lhe repr of the treln
tryin: Lo est bBiand braekeg, bul they were uneble to do po on
agoount of The prent gpeed of the train.

i gsletant Juperintendent Hieley stated that the pragtipe
st “est «1bany wee for asy inspegtors and aly beake Insnestors
to go over Lthe treing, the alr brakee bHelng teated with the
Jard plr pressure. ﬁ?&mr the rond engine 1z counled to the
traln the orev g rojulired to moke a tarminal tesl of the
upakes befors lesviag, end after s osr Laz Deen cul out or
Hleked un, oy snytning hoe happened to tue trein line, s
hpske %@&% 1z required bofore nrooseding, ‘e gtetled %h&a the
terainsl tezt oconsisted of the englneman eoplying the sir
prskes and fne gondueter and otasr nembers of the erev would
then go slon the train and nots whether the brakes had Ale
plled, tuen the englineman would relesse the hLrakes and the
arev would gro over the traln asein and esoertolin whether all
tae brehes aad released, He steted thet they hed besn honde
ling treelineg on thle RYll with the aly brskey sinee Zeptember
1, 181d¢, wut thret tne erews sre required to gat a2t lemst 10
hand braves befores eterting down the alll, thls Belng en extrs
pregrution. 2 glsoe etxted thet they reculrsd the tralne Lo
have st least 2B7 of the sly brakes opsrating.

A4y dpske Tnetructor Dettman asteled thet he want on duty
at *apt llsny at sbout five minutes %o 7 n.m., saw Lhe grew
of the frel bt treln trying o gov thelr traln eterted, get
on Wae engline anéd mede a 10e-20und reductloen, and when he leard
no exhauet of the sir remarked to the enginesan, “You ain'y
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got yewr sivy sometiing 1le the matier.® He then got eoff

the engine, welked bask 30 ar 35 onr lenpgthe with the oone
tuntor, r&igmmAug the brakes by nand, snd was coming Lack
boverd tue envine and waon within sbout 15 osr lenpthe of
1t, ceve s englneman a signel to try the brakes ané gnld,
*ara you sll right" wilen the engineman evidently took for

¢ slynel Lo proceed, The traln then a2tsrted and he got on
ong of .2 oerr and ororzged over %o the oprosite slde of

the traln, relessed tas bLleod cocke on & few sars as they
pssged Ldn te nporrialn whether there wag sir in the euxilliaery
rerervelsr and the traln wont on down the R4ll. ‘e sald thet
wael ne mede the reduetion snd neard no exbauet, thst indi-
gated Lo hdm gomething was snut off, orobebly an angle cosk
pelng elosed, end he went back over the treln to find out
wird the {rouble wasgy he exsained some of the gare on the
nesd and end found nn ploged snple goaka. Ha gtated that

he 214 noi fzel sure the tealin wae in proser gondlitlon to

#0 dovh toe nill, but when 11 etsaytad tne englnemen wag oul
of alinhit snd ne oould mot uignel hinm to stop,

il e seeldent vee anused by tae fallure of Lhe orew of
tne runirway ain to wake a proder test of the sir Lrakes
¢ rerulred Dy rule, bDefore starting thelr traln from ?eai
&lbeny, for woles failure Conduotor Conklldls and “nginensn
Spker vare PPanorily rasponsiBble.

ule .4 of Yne Sew York Tentral book of rulss governing
toe ooarstion snd sunsrvision of siry braker reads se ollows

" nanevar t.e aonelast of & trein hae Leen ghsnged,
op on sngle eock hae boen olozed, standlng Lreke
tostya muet be made Lo the axtent of inowing that
21l engle pocke heve bHean opsned snd thet braker
anply ond relesge 1n resdonst o mebioulastlon of
the enylnemwan'sz breke vsalve,®

wle 43 resde sz follown:

*ohyinsman sust tert tuz alr LDrakes by meking an
g:»13getion thsat will satisfy nla that itha brakes
gsn be prerated from the engineman'e bLrakes valve,
end 1f he finds that they osnnot be, must st once
gt nel for ubrakes.

Trdle teet muet be wnde wnen engines have
veer chehged, or at olher times after parted hose
aeg been reoounled; alse & sulfficlent 4letance
(s thrt the train cen be stopped by hend urakes)
from dravbridges, rallrosd aroseings and other
sazerdous plages snd bafore gelng dowvn hegvy grades.”
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Toose Pules were nnt gon-lied with sfiar Sthe $rain
napted, ond nolwlithatending ths atatement of Ershemen Hogle,
1t im %ﬁl&ﬁ#&@ that he fai%&é fully to open the Lrake nips
sfter meiing She osupling. ‘to other member of the train
arew setuslly sav Erskesman Hogle onen Dotk angle saockey in
faol, Luore were asonflloting stoteaents e Lo wnere the
braﬂkn&ﬁmtwr ogeurred, vondugtor Tonklin on one cegasion
esld the Lreek was batveen the ssoond end third esre, and
on ehotlizr Lnst 1% war hoelween the fourth and Fifth aara:
taginemen Jekeyr s2ld Chsd when the bLresk segurred there wepe
taree gars siliscued W the angine, and Drakenan “ogle sald
lnere were five, snd Mr Enatruatar Dattnen wiien goked bew
twaen wnet avre ton train wes broksa 16 two, vaaiiea Rome
t5lle me toe third esr and one talle ne tha fifeh "

Sast Instructor Dettman warmed both “ngineman Paker
end Uonduetor Oonklin %thatl there wes something wrong with
tne alr, after no had nade o reduction at the brake velwve
they mﬂmulﬁ nave beon egpeslially omreful not to siart thﬁir
traln wntil sbheslulely eortaln the Yrakes were in proper
gondition. fThis knowledge oould only have bosnh cobieined Ly
meking ths teet reculred by tie rules.

There 1¢ no svidenge that eny zericus ALffioultly hee
been ex-arienssd heretofore in controlling the epsed of
tralng on thle grade with the alr lhyakes, =nd there le no
resgor $o belleve that the gpeed of the imﬁm involved in
thde 2eoldent esuld not have been go gentrolied 1f the
orekes hed been tected snd wut in proper condition before
sttennting Lo descend., After the soeldent tie sir braeke
epparatue on encine J706 end the 26 reselning osrs of the
train wore teeted and found to be in good sondition,

Atdention e galled to tue fael that, althoupgh the
yard Yart of the brokep on this traln gnavwﬁ 8iz Aneperative
brekes, thus redusing tns noreentsge of operative brakee to
vory nesr the lsgsl minimws, snd ineressing the tonnage der
Ureke to an AbRormel figuva there wre apperently ne atlempt
mede Lo recsir the znaanratiVﬁ brakee, notwlthatanding tamt
the trealn stocd An thw yard st least 21x houre ofter the
toet wie mrde,

“fzlnenan Baker weaas employed in 1480, suepended 90 duye
in 1907, & daye in 1012, and 10 days in 1513 far r@&weﬂmt&iliﬁy
for aaliiﬁlanw, and auamanﬁeﬁ 10 deye Jenugry 20, 1917, for
ruaning througn s Gersll. Confuotor Conklin wes @mwlogmﬁ in
1881, dlpoherged in 1507 for reeronslbllity for an ascident,
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re-paployed ln 1810, suspanded twlas snd reprissnied once
since Laet Yise for alnor offsnesce, Hrakesan Hogle wag
eaployed on Jenuvary 1, 1916, sad was suspended 10 dayse
for de.nlition of & esr. &11 of the other seployeeg inw
volvad hed pood recorde and none had boon on duty in
vinlation »f $he hours of szervigce law,
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