INTERSTATE OQMMER (E COMMISSION

REPORT QF THE DIRECTOR OF THE 3UREAU OF SAFETY IN RE IKVESTI-
GATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH QCCURRED ON THE JOINT TRACKS
OF THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD AND THE CHICAGO, ROGK
ISLAND & PACIFIC RAILWAY AT CHICAGO, ILL., ON LARCH &,
1939 -

Juns 1%, 1929.

To the Commission:

On March 3, 1939, tnere waos a rear-snd collision between
a New York Central passenger train and a Chicago, Roock
Island & Pacific equipment train at Chicago, Ill,; there
were no casualties of a serious nature reported as a result
of this aacident.

Location and method of operation

The accident occurred on that part of the Chicaro
Terminal Division which extends between Chicago and Zrgle-
wood, & distance of 6,7 miles, wnd 15 a four-track line over
which trains are operated by tiwe-table and an autouwatio
block-signal gystem, although in the immedirate vicinity of
the point of accidont train movements are governed oy track
Supervisors by means of electrically controlled signals
which work in conjuaction with the various switches. There
are 11 stub-end tracks beginning st La Salle Street gtatlon
which converge into the four main tracks, woich in wUrn aTe
nunbered from north to south, 3, 3, 4, and b. The accident
cccurred within yard limils on lrack 4 at a point 2,065 fcet
east of La Balle Stureet station, relferring to MNew York
Central zime-table direction; approaching this point from the
west, beginniag at the terrninus, the track 1s tangeat for a
distance of 8,294 feet, followew oy a 3° 30' curve co the
left 209 feet 1n length and then tangent track to tne point
of accident, a distance of 182 feet, and for some distance
beyond that point. The grade at the point of nccident is
0.6 per cent descending for eastbound trains.

The signals involved are of the two-position lover-
quadrant type; night indications are yellow and red, forT
proceed at slow speed ready to stop, and stop, respectively,
Tnese signals are operated from Polk Street interlocking
tower loceted zpproximately 1,4C0 feet east of La Salle
Street station,

The weather was clear at the time of the accident which
occurred at about 8.28 a.ni.
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Description,

The equipment of ¢, R. I, & P, passcnger train No., 123
consisted of engine 4019, one bagiage car, four coaches,
one Pullman touTrist car, one dining car and five Pullwan
sleeping cars, and at the time of the accident was in charge
of Pilot Keefe and Engineman Fox. This train badked out of
La Salle Street station, passed Polk Street tower at 8.33
2.M., and shortly afterwards 1t was brought to & stop on
track 4 where 1t was st1ll standing when 1t was struck by
train No, 150.

Eastbound N.Y,(. passenger train No. 150 consisted of
thrce coaches, one daining car, two parlor cars and two sleep-
ing cars, hauled by engine 3388, and was 1in caarge of
Conductor Allcn and Engineman Benta, This train departed
from LaSalle Street station at 8.35 e.m., on time, passed
Polk Street tower at 8.287 a.m., and collrded with the engine
of the ecquipment trein while traveling at a specd estimated
to have been between 8 and 13 miles per hour.

Both engines were glightly damaged, while there was no
dawnage to the cars or to the track.

Sumaary of evadence,

Under favorable conditione a view of the point of
accident can be had from an eastbourd engine upon rts depar—
ture from La Salle Street station, but in this territory
tnere 1s an intermittent flow of traffic, attended by smoke
and steam, which restricts the visibilitvy, and such a condi-
tion existed at the time of the accident. In addition to
the equipment train which had just moved out of the station
tracks ahead of train No. 150, another outbound train was
vassing oun track 5 at the time the equipment train was
brought to a stop, while inbound trains were passing on
tracks 3 and 3.

Engineman Fox, of the equipment train, stated thet his
train was stopped by the pilot, who controlled the speed
from tne leading car of the train, the stop being wmade about
five or six car-lengths west oif 12th Street signal bridge,
and that the train Lad been standiug at that point not more
than two minutes beiore the accident occurred. After coming
to a stop his fireman got off the lcft side of the engine
with a flag, but he did not see the fireman agein until after
the aceident,

Fireman Centers, of the equipment train, who was a pTo-
moted man, stated ithat when his train came to a stop he
procured his flag but did not get off immediately on account
0f trains passing on the adjoining tracks. As soon as the
train on track 5 had pasced, which required possibly five or
ten seconds, he got off on that side of his engine with the
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intention of proceeding to a point in the vicinity of the
p1lot to afford proteciion but had only rcached a point
opposite the cylinders when he noticed the approaching train
energe from steam and smoke about tvo car-lengthe distant.
He ammediately gave stop cignhals but did not think they were
at first obscerved, as he wee of the opinion that the follow-
ing train could have been brought to a stop, since i1ts speed
was only 8 or 10 miles per hour at the time, Fireman Centers
knew the scheduled departing time of traia No. 150, and had
received a signal to hurry from the towerman at Polk Street
tower, but hesitated about getting off dus to the danger
connected with the passing trains.

Pilot Keefe, of the eguiprient train, thought his train
had been stopped about four mirutes before the accident
occurred,

Engineman Banta, of train No. 150, stated that before
leaving Le Balle Street station he examined all of the breake
appliances on hisg engine and that when he tested the brakes
after coupling to the troin he received a gignal from the
car inspectors that the train brakes functioned properly.

At the time this test was made the gouge registered 140
pounds main reservolr and 110 pounds broke-pipe pressure,

He did not make a running test after departing as suificient
speed for this purpose hoad not been attaiced. All of the
signals 1n the inteilocking plant were displaying slow-speed
indications, including signal 30, wioich was the last signal
passed before reaching the point of accident. When his
train reached a point about ilour coach-lengths from tnis
gignal he made a & to 8-pouad brake-pilp¢ reduction as ae €x-—
pecied to find the automatic signal at 131h Street in the
stop position. Shortly afterwards the fireman called a
warning and he immediately moved the brake-valve handle to
the emergency position without having relcased the brakes;
he did not gee a flagman at any time. His estimate of the
speed of his train at the time the scrvicce application was
wgde was 10 or 13 miles per hour and he thought 1t had been
reduced very little before the emergency applicection was
made as the trein traveled a distance of only four or five
.coach~-lcengths betwveen the two applications.

Fircman Poyscr, of train No. 150, stated that he was
riding on his seat-box looking ahead but on account of the
g.0ke and steam he did not see the engine of the eguipment
train until it was only one car-length distant and he said
he warned the engineman 1mmediately, He estimated the speed

of his train at the time engine 4019 came into view as having

beecn between B and 10 milces per hour,
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Conclusions

Thig accident was cavecd by the failurc of Fircmen
Centers or the eguipnient trein to provide flag piotection,
and by tuae failure of Engineman Banta of train Fo. 150 to
congrol the speed of his uvrain unders the existing coanditions,

The gspecial instzuctions certained in the jeint time-
table, which roverns ithe terrrtory in waich the wccident
occarred, provide taat when a traln or en,ine Lo stopped, or
speed reduced ot any pcoini, 1t must be proiecled as prescrib-
ed vy the rules; thesc special inetriuctions also provide
theot block gigncls 1n no v ¥ relieve tralinicn O enninemen
0f tic respensibility of pictecuing their TToln o CRZLNE,
but vhere zre ne rules specifying how protection shall be
efforded. Rule 93 of the C.R.I. & P. Railway recuires in
part that vhosver obutructs the main track within yard
limits murtl protect LY 2 (.agmen when the obstruction cannod,
for sny reason, be pl.anly seen frow approaching trocains for
a aistance of at least 750,feet; 1in ceose of a collision the
regponsibrlity rests with the moving train or ¢n_ine.

The N,Y.C. rule 93 rcouirces proccction againest -Zairst-class
troins withain yord limats cnd does not place responsibility
on the cppreaching troin.

Unde. the Rock Island rule, Firemsn Centers should have
left his engine ag goon as it stopped; gpparently he had at
least two minutcs in tiuae at his cispcsal and unuer the
condiivions e€xisting in th.s loczlity this would have given
hin tawe encugh fo protect his tizin.

Under the N.Y.0, rule 93, En_incwman Benta would anot be
responsible,

According To the evydlenece, however, taere wes conoid-
eravle smoke and siteam in the vicinity of siznal 30 which
restricted sthe renze of vision, Train No. 150 was being
opereted chiough territory governed by esignals wlich cnly
displey restriciive indications. Engrneman Banta saird that
all or these si1.nals werc displaying slov-sgspeed indications
whcn he passed trem and tust auver passiag signal 3C he made
a& light scrvice apolicatior of the brakces with the view of
brin.ing his train to a step 1f the block signal at 13th
Strect, the first autorabic sivuol to be oncowatcrod, were
displeying a stop indication. The type o signels under
whioh he was owerating his train had no conncciion with the
prescnce of a trein and could neave digplaycd the samc slow
gpeed 1ndications rogardless ol whegher or not vhe track
wag cceunicds In view of this cituation 1t 1s oclicved
that re naould have had hie train under that dogice of
control whnich wos nccessary in view of the obscured condi—
tione prevailing.
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Ae previously stated, the special instructions in the
joint time-table requare protectron "as prescribed by
rules" when a train or engine is stopped, but 1t did not
appear thet there were amny Jjoint rulcs ctating what thigs pro—
tection should consist of, or defining protection 1a any way,
A situation of this character should be remedied at once 1n-
stead of lcaving the watter to the rules of the individual
roads, which may, as in this case difier in their reguire-

mento,.

The cmployees involved were experienced men and at the
time of the accident none of them had been on duty in viela—-
tion of any of the provisions of the hours of service law,

Respectfully submatted,
W. P, BORLAND,

Director.



