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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 07 TF? 3*iFE4U OF StfFETV IN RS 
INVESTIUATTOS OF AiT r '̂i ;• rtT 
THE ir^FitXTIO^ CF C:>' f^'-i? <V FK', ̂ 'JnK 
CENTRAL jl̂lO THE IiICHi;A.\ C J r ; ^ Pia^.O^LS i*T 
GIBSON, IND., ON 0GT032R 7, 1936 

November 16, 1926. 

To the Gommission: 

On October 7, 1926, there was a side collision 
between a New vnik Cdftr^j £S,SOJ " m i l or car i1 c a 
Michigan Centra- pa*-v n̂ e** + x a m a t T ; ,e :ntpr 3.-ci i on of 
the tracks cf chete ~n,c "oaos at -lonon, l^a. , r^suLting 
in the death of four tinployees ana xne Injury of one em­
ployee. 

Location and method of operation 
At the po^nt of accident both ra-lroads had 

double-track lines, rovervnt s over the cr^nr-iig being 
protected by an interlock. ng p-mt The tracts of the 
Michigan Central Railroad eixW. j r a ^ T K ^ H y vent and 
west over xhe '-cc-s^nf, find taifftr.t tc r a considerable 
distance a p p r o a c h ! if, troni +h*a oact, ^bils the tracks of 
the New York Central Pail^osi :̂-Tend from northeast to 
soathvest Gver the c-obsir-o; a;pToiohiii^ iiom the north 
on che tracks oi th^ i'jff 'IZTXL cVntrxl rV.i] i">al there is 
a 6° curve to ine right, followed by about b50 feet of 
tangent extending to xae ciossmg. The interlock n g 
towei is "located in the no?thej>t sngrle of tne crossing, 
at a point just east of the T̂evf York Central traces and 
about 40 feet north of xbe crooning. There is a derail 
on the New York Central northboi.aid track at a po^nt 
about 512 feet north of the cron:mg u At the time of the 
accident there was a freight tram, con^ietmg of about 
60 cars, standing on the southbound track of the CTew York 
Cenxral Railroad, on the curve, tne eng'.ne being about 
500 or 600 feet north of the tower, and on th3 u account 
the motor oar vas obscured from fc.ie ̂isw cf the towerman 
as it rounded the curve on the northbound track against 
the current of traffic. The vi'-w aciosa-the northeast 
angle of the crcRs^n^ from the >Tew fork Central Railroad 
is sligntly broker/vy etag,--l buildiugd, a tool house and 
two hand car houses, hue with -thsso exceptions a clear 
view can be had of Uie M-chigan Central tiacks for a 
distance of about one-half mile east of the crossing. 

The weather was clear at the time of the acci­
dent, which occurred at about 11.35 a- m. 
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Deficnption 
Southbound New York Central gasoline notor car 

651 was being used by a carpenter force of six men, who 
had been laying a plank walk at Indiana Harbor, Ind., 
about 4 miles north of Gibson, and at 11.10 a. ra. the 
carpenters started south to Gibson for dinner. On 
account of the freight tram standing on the south­
bound track the motor car was lifted over to the 
northbound track and proceeded against the current 
of traffic. Arriving at the interlocking plant the 
derail was found set against the motor car, the route 
over the crossing being lined for Michigan Central 
passenger train No, 41. The motor car, however, was 
lifted over the derail and continued southward and 
just as it reached the crossing, traveling at a speed 
estimated to have been about 12 miles an hour, it was 
struck by Michigan Central passenger train No. 41. 

Westbound Michigan Central passenger tram 
No. 41 consisted of seven passenger cars, hauled by 
engine 8484. This tram was running 13 minutes late 
approacmng Gibson, being due at that point at 11.23 
a. m. It received clear distant and home signals for 
the crossing and on reaching the crossing, while travel­
ing at a speed estimated to have been about 40 miles an 
hour, struck the New York Central gasoline motor car. 

The motor car was demolished, while the pilot 
of engine 8484 was broken and the right front oylinder 
cock damaged. The employees killed were carpenters 
who were riding on the motor car at the time of the 
collision. 

Summary of evidence 
Merrill Turner, of the New York Central car­

penter force, was the only one on the motor car not 
killed or so seriously injured he could not be inter­
viewed. He stated that the carpenters left Indiana 
Harbor at 11.10 a, m. , and as there was a freight tram 
standing on the southbound track at Gibson the motor car 
was lifted over to the northbound track and proceeded 
against the current of traffic. It was then lifted over 
the derail, and just after passing the tower Mr. Turner 
saw- the Michigan Central passenger train aporoachmg, 
shouted a warning of danger and junped. He estimated 
the speed of the motor car to have been aboux 13 miles 
an hour at the tice of the accident. He said he had been 
riding on the west side of the motor car and had been 
looking toward the west when approaching the crossing 
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and that he did not see the passenger tram approaching 
from the east until the motor car had passed the tower, 
when he happened to turn around and look towards the 
east. Ke also said that the other carpenters on the 
motor car were looking ahead as the car moved against 
the current of traffic on the northbound track, and that 
the operator of the motor car, who was on the east side, 
was in a better position to have observed the approach­
ing train. Mr. Turner further stated that the brakes on 
the motor car were 11/good condition. 

Carpenter Foreman W. L. Turner, of the New York 
Central Railroad, stated tnat at the ti-ie of tho accident 
he was m the dining car, located about one-quarter mile 
Gouth of the crossing. Before the motor car departed 
from Gibson in the morning he haa assigned Walter Legg, 
of the carpenter force, to operate the car and had cau­
tioned him to take no chances with trains, 

Engineman Allen, of Michigan Central tram No. 
41, stated that he was unaware of anything wrong until 
the motor car suddenly appeared fr<bm behind the tower, 
traveling at a good rate of speed, the accident occurring 
immediately afterwards. He was looking out of the front 
oab window approaching the crossing and estimated the 
speed of ±his t^ain to have been about 40 miles an hour 
at the time. Fireman Lute was unaware of anything wrong 
prior to the accident. He said that the engine whistle 
was sounded for Kennedy Avenue road crossing, located 
about 500 feet east of tne railroad crossing, and that 
the automatic bell ringer was in use approaching the 
point of accident and that the bell was still ringing 
after the accident occurred. 

Towerman Laubart, stationed at Gibson, stated 
tlsat the freight train obscured his view of the motor 
car as it rounded the curve on the northbound track, 
moving against the current of traffic. He first ob­
served the approaching motor car when it was about 200 
feet distant and knowing that the passenger tram was 
getting close to the crossing he threw up hie hands m 
an endeavor to warn the carpenters on the motor car 
of the impending danger, then jumped up and ran to the 
side window of the tower but the accident occurred just 
as he reached the window. He said that fron the vicinity 
of the derail the carpenters could have seen the approach­
ing tram for a distance of about one-half milê ,̂ Iie said 
that it is oustomary for men on motor cars to WCWSBL their 
hands m friendly salutation as tney pass the tower, 
such a signal as is usually given by crews of passing 
trams, and he was of the opinion that when he &55^k to 
the carpenters in an endeavor to warn them of danger 
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his signal was mistaken either for a proceed signal or 
for a friendly salutation, as no effoit waf> made to 
stop the notor car. Towernan Lji/bert also ftaid '̂ .at 
quite a number of motor care p^rp over tne crossing, 
transporting signalmen, carpenters, rater service nen, 
telephone nen, Western Union employees, e t c . , and tnat 
with the exception of Western Union employers tne crews 
of such motor cars usually will wai t ac deiails only 
a short time, provided the derails are ee u against 
then, and then if the derails are not lined for them 
tney will lift the notor cars over tnem and proceed, 
when taking such acuon they usually proceed over the 
crossing without looking for a signal fron the towernan 
but maintain a lookout for their own safety. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused by Hew York Central 

gasoline motor car 651 proceeding on a railroad cross­
ing at grade directly in fiont oi an approaching pas­
senger tram, Michigan Central tram No. 41. 

The signals and derails were set against 
movements on the Ne * Yorl: Central t racks for the 
purpose of allowing Michigan Central train No. 41 to 
pass, but when the JOtor car reached the derail the 
carpenters lifted the car over it and continued toward 
the crossing. Towernan Lambert testified that when he 
first saw the approacmng motor car it W3S about 200 
feet north of the tower and knowing that the Michigan 
Central passenger tram was getting close to the cross­
ing he threw up his hands in an endeavor to warn the 
carpenters of the impending danger, but none of then 
seemed to realize the danger until it was too late to 
avert the accident. Had they been maintaining a proper 
lookout they could have seen the approaching tram m 
ample tine to have Btopped before reaching the crossing 

Respectfully submitted, 

tf, P. BORLAND, 
Director. 


