Deveuber 3, LUlZ, Ho. 86.

¢ollision on the Hew York Central & Hudaon #iver Eallroad
near Xast Roeheater, N. Y., on Septomber 18, 19lz,
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Op deptembar 1% shera was an sooident on the New York
Central & Hudson River Rallroad near Eaat Roebsater, X, Y.,
which regulted in the death of 1 brakeman and 2 trespasgers,
and she ipjury of ¢ smoloyeses and 2 tregpassers. After ine
vestication of this nceident the ohiefl Lpapesctor of sulshy
anpliancss reports ag follows:

Tealn No. &35, bound from Albany, ¥. ¥., to Buffalo,
H. ¥Vo, conalsted of &3 qarsy, 2 deadhond osboosas and the
vevular cabooge, drawn by engine ¥o, 3086, and In sharge of
Conduator Xaller aid Zpglnetsn Heyers. This trein left lee
Witth, Ll 1o, At 8140 p. m. september l4, passed block station
Boe. 20 at 12:30 a. @m. S=ptenber 13, and at 12346 a. m. arrived
at block estetlon Do, 82, runisg on tiagk No, ¥, Block ata-
tion ho. 282 18 Just west of the passenger station mt Last
fochsgtar. The tesin war stonped at this polint by 4 desnger
fiadicatlon, and tus onginemen &t onee soundad the whlstle
sirral for hls fla:man to o baok, which he uld, geoing baok
wint he consldersd to be a sufflolent distance, and plaocing
two torpedoss on the ralls. ie then welked & shori distanct
towards the traln and thore awsited any tralns whioh might
BEPYOnGila

Traln o. DP=0 waz rusning from Desltt to Roohsater,

He Y. It sonslsted of 66 ours and a cabuoas, hauled by englne

i e
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Fo. 3649, and was in charge of Conductor Curtis and 2ngineman
O'Brien., This train lefs De¥itt at 7 p. m. Soptember lath, and
pansed block station No. BO at L1:18 a. @, Septembar 15th, ro-
soiving at that point an "end of wlosk system™ sismmal indioce-
tion, which required the engipeman to proosed with caution
preparsd to stop within his ranye of vision., His train pro-
geadod to the top of she niil east of Ymat Rochaobter, and
aftur rounding the ourve aqd reaching the straight track mors
than one mile distant Prom the point of aollision, Emaineman
0'Brien saw tao diastant sidnnl in the ocmutlon ponition, while
Lo two home sl als of bloek statlon He. 82 were in the stop
poaitlon. lien als anglse explodad the two torpedoes he saw the
flagusn and elpo the zapkers of truln Ho. AB=3. He at onog apn=-
plied sie sxergeney brake.s, Suh wmé unable to prevent the gol-
lisfon, rPhs spued of his troln b the tiame of the onllialon
was between 20 and 25 milce »or aour. This oeeurired at aoscud
1:30 a., m.

The saboone unt Jcvura: Suwss o She pear end of btrals lic.
A8 weroe arushad, whlie ssvers., c:rg fupther ahead In this
traln hueklond, as well 1 4:v. . vars behind the engine of
train ko. =89, deveral of L Zeralled sors sbstruatsed ade
Jotining traoks Hea. L, 3 wuu e

Saag-bouwsd froal kbt Lradn 0. =R wag en youte ron
Roaheatey GO ssobawken, ... J. Thia traln consiasted of U9 cars
and a ouboose, beulad 1y ow. lhn 0. 3108, snd wad in chargs of

Conduotor <hite aad ngilewunt Lark. It left Roohester at Lio
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Bs My, passed blook station o, 22 at 1130 e. M., runting on
traok Ho. 4, and collided with the wresckegs on that track
at s point shout 50 cur lonsths beyond bloek station Ko, 20,
Kinetgen oars of this train were demolishod, while several
othura wores demaged.

Hoad Brakeman Wolfe of traln Ho, DR-0 wap killed tn the
first collislon. It 1a not known when the two trespsagers
worts killsd or on whut traln they warse rildlng, thelir bodise
being found alfter the scoldents.

This divislon of the How York Central & lHudson River
Bellroad i3 g four track line. Approsoching the soune of the
aceldant the traokt ls stral :ht ln elther direction for nors
than a zilea, Thors i1y a slight descendling grade {or woeab-
baund traius whioh ands about one-belf mile sant of whera
the accident geourrad., Sracke Hos. 1 and 2, high speed emst
end west bBound Sroeiks are sroteotad by the controilsd manunl
blook system. Tracks Hoa, 3 and 4, the low speed traaka, are
rrotucted by the same system with the gzpeption of a atroteh
of 7,9 =zilen sommencling at blook station No. 20, whioch 1s
eadt of Jaynecort, h. Y., o] extending waat to blook statlion
0. 22 ab Jast Hochester. It was In this seotlon that tha
aooldont ocourred., Trains frem eithsr dirgotlen are allowed
te anter this geotion wlth the gurrent of trafflic, provided
flve alnutes hevo alapasd sinos the paasage of the last
preceding train. I the woathor la fogyy or unfuvorable

the stnalsan 1a suppased Lo seoure the hazmiasian ef the
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dlspatoiter before ellowlng the segond ¢raln to enter. At
either end of this agction is what 1a known as an "end of
block system” signal, which consists of a standard red semn~
phore mounted on 4 polo in the usual menner, normally d4la-
playing a stop indleation. whon 1t la desired to allow a
traln to pass, tho red arn ip lowered by ths signalman, une—
ouvering a yellow dlstant sesenhore which {s permanently
fastensd in a horlzontal pesition behind the red semaphors.
«han the lastar 1s io its sormal position the yellow acoa-
phore 1ls entirely obscured. The rule requires that tralna
ranning on this "end of block groten™ sigosl nust rur wlih
caution prspared %o ssen wilthia the wanps of vinion,
Ennpinenan G'B#Men olalned that two atreat lights, ons
located on elither side of Lineols Soad Croasing, Just %o the
raar of the roar and of btorain »a. Abl=3, prevented him fron
cleaply soeing the we kers of shat train. To determine the
sxtent to whieh tiless lichta 21 urest in the asolideont, and
also to istermine amnotly were Mo <an hapnsy of train Lo.
A5 wan stonding, a bsBL 6o "adv As nearly as posalble upder
the sonditlona prevalll:c, 1% . tihe of the acaldent, dnrine-
man ¢¥Pfien and Flamaen Nsoso s G2PR¢ Dhoth present when this
tept was zade. A esbooss dluoclaziag the proper markersz was
placed at the polnt where toeo cabooss of traln No. AB-D stood
at tihe tlee of the ¢ollicfu:, +hile a flasuan was alap atoe
tlonved at the polnt wiere @i ian DYBrien alaimﬂqﬁ?lagman

Ranney was locatod. o ¢n<lna was then gtaprted at the top
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of the hill and rup toward the cabooss. 7This test waa held
at about 4. a. M., and & 1ight wisy was rising from a nsarby
erwok as upon tho mornlng ol the eolllalon. Tt was found
that the caboosa could Lo asen for a distanse of about thrcee
fourths of & mile, while the flagmen could be peen s dlatance
of half a mlle., It was found tlat the lishts 4id not inter-
fere in any anner with the obmervation ¢f the oarksrs on
the oahoosie. 7hile shis test waa being meds, Ensinanan
G'Brien pointed cut where tle flagman was standing. The dige
tance betwsen thi: point and the caboopd wag about 700 fast,
This statement wea corroborated by Orassing Flagman 1fConnor,
stationed &t .Lindoln Howd Crossing, whe was on the ground at
the tine and lad an exosllunt view of tho agaoident.

Thilnenan Utsplen, of tralp Ho. DR=3, stated thot wlan
coming around tie ourve ab the top of the LIl ho shut off
atean and allowed nls tomin to drift slong. He thought that
there was no train ahesd of hla, and when he asaw thse hons
siunals sct in the atop position ho 41d not gount on stoppling
flg train untll his sncine resached the eisnal towsr. wWhen
his train reacned the dlzstant signal he saw tbs rear enid of
train No. aAB=5. Jdle train was then runnling at a spesd of
about 2b milas per hour, Ho did not sew the Llagmen untll
thias sinme and thoucht that the lutter was not Hore thian saven
oxr eighﬁ anr langihs from the rear snd of train Ye. AU, AB
soon &J fle saw the £la men he answered his aigpals to gton.

Hlg engine ran over ths torpedoss ab shout the time he suw
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the flagman. Ho said the torpedoes wers weat of the dfstant
sigoal. The amergency brakes were applied Before he ran over
the torpedoes. He sy the Alstand cautlon slunal when he
game around the curve but 41d not ssve the lapman, saying
that at thiz particular polat it {8 very easy to look ovars
hand slgnals. H» had never nad trouble before, however, in
seelny siznals. «hen he asaw the diztant signsl he called 4it,
and wag answerwd by slthor nls fireman or the heoad brakeman,
who wao riding In che emdine., He asild that if the saboone
had besn saat of the arowuing he eculd have geen 1t. The
air brekes on hla Syalso weie In cod working order throughe
eut the trip. He adnitied that he saz runnlng too foat to
stop withila hie ruauce of viclon.

Flreenan Cooper, of Lraln ho. SR-05, ptated that 1t was a
Little fougye Ho lookes oub sorousg the gangway bus eowld
sce nothing. He then ~ut 1ose coal on she f£irs, at whick
time his englne psn ovor taw torredocs, The snpineman then
ayplledé ths ocmergeney alr busanci. w2 did not see the dis-
tent sl nal himeels and Al. .ot sould the engineman call it
%o him. The brakemsn was oz Lo Cirepants seat hox. lie 444
not hnsar the engineman ansves e torpedoes or the flag.

The @istance betwes: the tor-edoes and the point of eollislon
poombd to he but a faw car Lonsho.  After coming arcund the

ourve at the tap of the ki l v oald gthe whistle was sounded,

but d41d pot Znow at whadt scint,.
BN

Flaman Rannpey, of traln Ho. AB-%, ptated that the rear

and of his traln astoo! nveut 3ix ear lsngihs beyond the orosp=-
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ing. He went back snd placed torpedows on the rall and then
waliced In a shoxt distancs toward bis trein. He gtased that
he plaeed ths torpedoes at the whiastling post, whish is sbous
800 foet east of Lhe distent signal, or 1776 fest from the
rear sad of the traln, and that afier placing them he took
his pusitlon &% & point a few hundrad feot wast of the tore
padoas. This would htve placed him sbout 1400 fevt from the
roar of his Srain., Ho efterwvards sald that Lo went baok far
gnough to enable him to see the whistling pest, placlng the
torpedoss o 1little wost of the same, When the Yest previous-
1y sentioned was ande, e polnted out a polut soms distance
ex .t of the wilotling post au boeling the plage where the sopw-
peopes were put down., hese statoementes ars conflioting. Ha
olainsd 4o wan betuwcsn $0s distant signal and the whistlliog
pogt whon he was £iving the aton 3ignala. Whsh hie saw the
hesdlicht of train lo. =3 ke did not Know whether 1t was
on tsack 2 ar on track 3, but novertheless started to mignal
1t with hie lanterns. AfSer whe teain had appreacihisd 13 or
20 our lepgthe a«arey, his atop signals were angwered. He
thousht the en.:lns wags about thrse-quarters of a oile dise
tant when the ongineman answered his signal, and stated that
it was about A ajnute from Lhée tlae he beogsn %o si.gol train
DE=5 until 4t pa-ased him. lle estimatod thet the spesd of the
traln at whls tino o wave bien about 30 mliles Her hour.

Jroseling Flaoan O Jonor stated thet when Sralao lo.
ABed Pirst stopped ho watehoed the flagman go back, &nd sald

he want basyx about 500 or 800 fset, walking back and forth in
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that vioinity. The murkers on the redr enboose were burning
brightly and when he first sew train o, DRe5, sbout & mile
away, he went to the osboowae and called put, But A DO Iew
EDOROS wan wade, concluded that they wore empty. When $raln
No. DR« gane nlong the flagman was betwoeen She distent sig-
nal ped & switoh light loecated about 330 or 400 feoty weast of
the diastant slgnal, ant alsnalled tho traln from that point,
He snild thet the fle.sman miht have gone doun to She whilastling
post to pleog the torpedoes, and then hsve walked Laek, al~
thoush he 4124 not see hi= 30 that far. s heard the eagine-
man of train No. DHS snawer the stop gional given by the
flazman. He tho.achit.ie shut of{ stearn and ran over the tore
padoas at about she aame tiaw. The gpowd of the traln wmhen
1% sarged hin wan sboud 25 Allss e houre He ssld that thers
was some foor down low and that thils nade 1t 41f£flcult to tell
on what trael 4rains were runnoing vheon apperoaching in the dig-
tance} he op.ld, however, gas listinetly the lighta curried
by Tla:man Ha: ney who @ w02t 3 LLu horpedoes.

Helief Jlosalaa . Junnhy bearded traln No. Dred at vale
wortl, a stetion abous 1 1., avt of Last Roshenter, Coming
into sast Roclisstar, an s tLidny on top of the traln about
sixz amr longtha back of Lhe o lope. He paw nothing of Flasman
Ranney. The sngzins exploted the torpedoas at & poind Just
west of the d1ztant 31 nei e Yo 8% onoe started for the rear
af she train, thl.kirn: iz thers would be a collision, but
had not gone far beforo 1% eccurred. lle thought Fﬁiﬁ the

\

gpsed of the train smg akout 20 slles pesr heur when et the
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digtant simnrl. The enpineman had shut off steas coming down
tha hill but sssued to use it agalin when ths hettom was resched,
but Juat enough to maiatalin the gpesod of the trein. .itwas
was shut off vgelin Just befors reseching the dlstant signal
and thoe emergency air hrakes wore anplied Jusht after explod-
lag whe torpedoos. i could no%t see the 4Home airnal, and 4ig
not H¥now whetlher this was on socount of fop, or anoke and
steasn frou the enpl.e. Train Ko, RWe2 ran inta the wrazokage
ag soun aller the Iirst ecllislion econrzud that he thouzhs
the gound oade by 1t wons dug to the exploding of the boilur
of ths vnjine on tiraln Ho. DF-5. % Falrport there wan son=-
sldoralile fog oub codng Jown the Alll Into Eant Rochosier 1t
had thinned out. Cosfuctor Curtisa, of $oain Yo, DiWB, was
ridiag in the caboose. lie slated that thers wis a szhord
$nterval botvweun toe biqde whon she alrs drakes sere noplisd and
vhe Lime of ths aolllsion,

Reae Urakaras Loop, of tralp Re. Di=O,stated Lhal when
hio traln otodped he fun oot for some Alatanes bdeflore lookling
baoik, af which tlme the Llajnan of traln Ho. ADe3 was noar tho
enbouse of traln Ho. Di=3. He wag therafore aust of the dioe
tant aignml, us bils onbuose atoad from 30 to 30 oar lenghhe
it of the snze.

Zaglineasn Hyers, of Ltraln No. AB-3, stated that he folt
hardly any Jar fron *he eollizion. e had had 4ifflculdy in
goaing a cabnooge when gonlng dewn She hiil soward Sast
Rochoater, sying Sthav ong reuld look rizht over 1t:‘nat goedng

1% untll noarly at tha bootom of She hill. He thouzht the
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ights at the oresaing interfered to some extent. On the
merning of the aceldent it xag a little fogsy or miaty in the
low or swanpy placesn.

inginemen Bark, ol train lNo, Hie-Z, stated that when a
eabooas stood Just east of Linocoln “oad CQrosalpng 4% waa dif-
fisult for apreacshing woest-bound Srains to ave the markers,
The sizgnal lights oan be neen clearly on account of being
Kigh up, but 1t 1ls 4iffiouls to see markers until olose to
thes He stated that snzinqen J'Erlen %old hlm he 414 not
ses the flagman or the rear end of tralp Ho. UReD antil hs
wae hoar the distant ainal, sod thad he 4t onod aoplied the
anmersency brakes,

dilgnalman Calvin, located in tower Ro. 82, stated that
there was no fog sxeet o 1lvtle over tne oreek about m train
loenzth esat of Lincols cad vronsing. He also atated that
Traln No. Rae-2 nasred is sovor at abouds she time trailn -5
ran over the torpedoes.

The records of nglioona VIrien and Flagoep Ranney, the
engloyess ohlafly Involve i, ~wors rood, and neltchsr had boen
on duty in vielstlon of any of tiw yrovislions of the houra of
servisd law,

Thila soeidens wan ca.ned by she fuilure of Englnesan
G'Erien of Train Ho. Die-h Lo ooaey and be govdrned by rule Bl0,
renuiring engineuwen o rroceel Ash cautlon, prepared to stop
within the rapgs of vicion, wnen vhe signal indiestion “end of
block syztem" Ls dieplayel, . contributing oause was the poor

Juc_ment exoerolsed by Ilu ian Vaspey, of traln Ho. AB-G§, im
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deternmdning what was & gufficiznt dilstance o fneura full
protections
The fallure of Vlarmun Ranoey to go bask a guffieiont

distunce %o insure tull yvrotection eas required by rule No.

%%, ia another illustraticn of the inhsreat woakness of bhex
rele, @ weaknean bo which narticular attentlon haes previously
bgen called, wapeoiaily in the report dealing with ths in-
vestimtion of the aczident which oeeurred on the Delaware,
Lackawanns & .eptern Hallioad on July 4, 1912. 1In the osce
here in question Lhe fla, pan went buck what, {n kls indlvilual
Judenent, wns o suiffielant algtanae. [Hio Judgment wes wronsg,
a9 has olftsen bsen She ense in the paat, and a dlsastrous
golliszion rssulted, A Iulo of this character 1v not a def-
Inite zulde to the employeaes 1t poverns. On many rallroads
tho rules £l the =infaun distanos whioch sthe flazman shail o
‘agk, and tile Lo shn afor praetioce, Aoclidents of this
gharnctor will a-ntlnue to o.our, howewer, ag lony as employses
fail to dey and be coaverned by rulee and sinel Indlesticona

intendad for sho Jufs aoeratlon of tralinsa.



