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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVESTIGA­
TION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE NEW YORK & LONG 
BRANCH RAILROAD AT ASBURY PARK, N . J O N JULY 4, 1932-

July 26, 1922. 

To the Commission: 

On Ju ly 4, 1923, a l i g h t engine on the New York & Long 
Branch R a i l r o a d c o l l i d e d wi th 3 d e l i v e r y automobi les and 1 
s t a t i o n baggage t r u c k , a t As bury P a r k , N . J . , r e s u l t i n g m the 
death of 3 newspaper employees and the i n j u r y of 4 newspaper 
employees. 

Locat ion and method of o p e r a t i o h . 

This r a i l r o a d extends between 3ay Head Junct ion and 
P e r t h Amboy, N . J , , a d i s tance of 38.61 m i l e s , and in the v i ­
c i n i t y of the po int of acc ident i s a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r 
which t r a m s are operated by t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and an 
automatic b l o c k - s i g n a l system. There i s a s i g n a l governing 
each mam track loca ted approximate ly 450 f e e t on e i t h e r s i d e 
of Asbury Park r s t a t i o n ; these s i g n a l s are opera ted manually 
by a towerman s t a t i o n e d at GO Tower, oppos i t e the s t a t i o n , 
between the hours of 5 a.m. and 9 p . m . , f o r the p r o t e c t i o n 
o f t r a i n s s tanding a t the s t a t i o n . From 9 p .m. u n t i l 5 a.m. 
they are connected with the track c i r c u i t and are operated 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y . t r a i n s of the Pennsy lvan ia R a i l r o a d and 
C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d o f New Jersey are operated over t h i s l i n e , 
s u b j e c t to the r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s of the New York & Long 
Branch R a i l r o a d , which does not possess any r o l l i n g s tock . 
The s t a t i o n a t Asbury Park i s l o c a t e d on the south s i d e of 
the main t r a c k s ; there i s no m t e r t r a c k fence s e p a r a t i n g the 
main t r a c k s , and in the case of westbound t r a i n s passengers 
have to cross the eastbound t r a c k on l e a v i n g o r e n t e r i n g the 
s t a t i o n , wh i l e v a r i o u s conveyances s tand on i t whi le be ing 
l oaded o r unloaded from westbound t r a m s . Approaching the 
s t a t i o n from e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n the track i s tangent and l e v e l . 
The weather was misty at the time of the a c c i d e n t , which oc ­
c u r r e d a t about 4.30 a.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Westbound express t r a i n No. 343, a C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d o f 
New J e r s e y t r a m , c o n s i s t e d of 7 express c a r s , hauled by engine 
608, and was m charge of Conductor Poole and Engmeman Byrnes . 
On a r r i v i n g a t Asbuty P a r k , two cars were cut o f f and p l a c e d 
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on a a i d i n g , and w h i l e t h i s s w i t c h i n g movement was b e i n g madc-
the d e l i v e r y a u t o m o b i l e s and b a g g a g e t r u c k i n v o l v e d were sta^c 
i n g on the eas tbound t r a c k b e i n g l o a d e d w i t h newspapers and 
m a i l f rom the r e m a i n i n g p o r t i o n o f t he t r a m l e f t s t a n d i n g on 
the westbound t r a c k , n h i l e so engaged they were s t r uck by e x t r ^ 
1600. 

Eastbound e x t r a 1600 c o n s i s t e d o f e n g i n e 1500, o f the 
P e n n s y l v a n i a R a i l r o a d , w i t h o u t c a r s , and was i n cha rge o f 
Engmeman A l e x and Fireman K r u s e . Th i s e n g i n e passed Sea 
G i r t , 6 . 1 m i l e s from Asbury P a r k , a t 4 a . m . , and c o l l i d e d w i t h 
t he d e l i v e r y a u t o m o b i l e s and baggage t ruck w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t 
a speed v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d a t b e t w e e n 13 and 60 m i l e s an hour . 

The a u t o m o b i l e s and b a g g a g e t r u c k were d e m o l i s h e d ; the 
e n g i n e was n e i t h e r d e r a i l e d nor m a t e r i a l l y damaged, and tfas 
b r o u g n t t o a s t o p a b o u t 500 f e e t beyond the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Engmeman A l e x , the w h i s t l e was soundad f o r 
a l l o f the v a r i o u s road c r o s s i n g s , w h i l e t h e b e l l was r i n g i n g 
c o n t i n u o u s l y * A p p r o a c h i n g Spr ingwood Avenue , about 600 f e e t 
west o f t he p o i n t c f a c c i d e n t , he had sounded the w h i s t l e , and 
a p p l i e d t he brakes wnen be saw an e l d e r l y l a d y c r o s s i n g the 
t r a c k s . He then r e l e a s e d t h e b rakes and sounded the w h i s t l e 
a g a i n t o a t t r a c t tne a t t e n t i o n o f t he g a t e k e e p e r , saw the 
g a t e s b e i n g l o w e r e d , and when he a g a i n l o o k e d ahead saw the 
d e l i v e r y a u t o m o b i l e s and baggage trucjs about 50 o r 100 f e e t 
d i s t a n t . Engmeman A l e x s a i d he then a p p l i e d the independen t 
b r a ^ e , but as tne r a i l s were Jiet, owing t o the m i s t , the e n g i n e 
was n o t b r o u g h t t o a s t o p u n t i l some d i s t a n c e beyond the p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t . He e s t i m a t e d the s p e e d t o have been 13 o r 15 
m i l e s an nour a t the t ime o f tne a c c i d e n t . He d i d no t u s e 
sand, and d i d not use the a u t o m a t i c brake because t he e n g i n e 
would have s l i p p e d on the wet r a i l s . Engmeiran A l e x s a i d the 
n e a d l i g h t on h i s e n g i n e was b u m m g b r i g h t l y , a l s o t ha t he was 
aware t r a m N o . 343 was due a t Asbury P a w a t 4 . 3 1 a . m . , but 
s a i d t h e r e /tasno l i g h t v i s i b l e on the a u t o m o b i l e s o r c a r s , 
w h i l e t h e r e ras no e n g i n e m s i g h t , t h e e n g i n e of t r a i n N o . 343 
t h e n b e i n g o b s c u r e d f rom v i e w by t h e ca r s l e f t on the main 
t r a c k and as t h e t r a c e l o o k e d c l e a r , he d i d not t h i n k i t 
n e c e s s a r y t o b r i n g h i s e n g i n e t o a s t o p . ,F i r e man fet.ES was 
watch ing the c r o s s i n g g a t e s b e i n g l o w e r e d as the e n g i n e was 
p a s s i n g o v e r the c r o s s i n g , and when ne a g a i n l o o k e d ahead sa«v 
t h e a u t o m o b i l e s d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t o f the e n g i n e - The eng ine 
c r e w o f e x t r a 1600 s a i d t h e i r e n g i n e s t o p p e d 100 o r 150 f e e t 
beyond the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , but the engmeman a l s o s a i d the 
e n g i n e c l e a r e d the n e x t c r o s s i n g , which i s a d i s t a n c e o f 400 
o r 450 f e e t , which l a t t e r s t a t e m e n t i s v e r i f i e d by s t a t e m e n t 
o f Conduc to r P o o l e t h a t the eng ine was beyond the c r o s s i n g . 

http://fet.ES
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Conduc to r P o o l e , o f t r a i n N o . 343, hea rd the two b l a s t s 
of the w h i s t l e ; he e s t i m a t e d the s p e e d o f t h e l i g n t e n g i n e t o 
have been about 60 m i l e s an hour a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t . 
I t a l s o a p p e a r e d f rom n i s s t a t e m e n t , as w e l l as t h a t o f S t a t i o n 
Mas t e r K m s m g e r , t h a t the o p e r a t o r s o f t h e s e v a r i o u s c o n v e y ­
ances had been warned on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s n o t t o move v e h i c l e s 
c l o s e to ca r s s t a n d i n g on the main t racks w m i e work o f l o a d i n g 
o r u n l o a d i n g was b e i n g p e r f o r m e d . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by tne f a i l u r e o f e x t r a 1600 t o 
be b r o u g h t to a 3 top b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the s t a t i o n , f o r which 
Engineman A l e x and Fireman Kruse a r e r e s p o n s i b l e . 

R u l e 59 , o f t i m e - t a b l e N o . 255, e f f e c t i v e June 18, 1923, 
r eads as f o l l o w s : 

"Any t r a m app roach ing a s t a t i o n , where a 
t r a i n i s r e c e i v i n g o r d i s c h a r g i n g p a s s e n g e r s , 
m a i l s , baggage., e x p r e s s o r f r e i g h t , must be 
s t o p p e d b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the s t a t i o n and must 
no t p r o c e e d u n t i l the t r a i n moves away, e s c e p t 
where p r o p e r s a f e g u a r d s a r e p r o v i d e d b e t w e e n 
t rac k s . " 

W h i l e the e v i d e n c e i s c o n f l i c t i n g as t o the speed o f e x t r a 1600, 
and as t o t ne e x t e n t o f tne v i e w , on account o f wea ther c o n d i ­
t i o n s , Engineman A l e x r-as aware t r a i n No. 343 was due a t Asbury 
P a r k a t 4 . 3 1 a . m . , and had he p r o p e r l y c o n t r o l l e d the speed a p ­
p r o a c h i n g the s t a t i o n , and had he and v Fireman Kruse m a i n t a i n e d 
a p r o p e r l o o k o u t o f t h e t r a c k ahead, t h e r e i s no reason why they 
shou ld no t have seen t h e a u t o m o b i l e s on t h e t r a c k i n ample t i i r e 
t o have s t o p p e d wi thou t c o l l i a m g w i t h them. Engineman A l e x 
seemed to t m n k t h a t had t h e r e been a l i g h t o f any k i n d , he 
would have seen i t m t ime to s t o p , but not o n l y d i d he h i m s e l f 
say i t vvas d a y l i g h t but i t a l s o appears t h a t he saw the a u t o -
m o o i l e s as soon as he l o o k e d ahead . 

T r a f f i c p a s s i n g t h i s s t a t i o n i s v e r y d e n s e , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
in summer; ana d u r i n g the p e r i o d when s c h e d u l e d t r a i n s a r e most 
f r e q u e n t , tne s i g n a l s on e i t h e r s i d e o f the s t a t i o n a r e manual ly 
o p e r a t e d , and p r o v i d e p r o t e c t i o n f o r t r a i n s d o i n g s t a t i o n work . 
To p r o v i d e f o r the s a f e h a n d l i n g c f p a s s e n g e r s , b a g g a g e , m a i l , 
e t c . , a s t a t i o n , o r a t l e a s t a s t a t i o n p l a t f o r m , ffhould be p r o ­
v i d e d on the n o r t h s i d e o f the westbound t r a c k , v7itn an m t e r -
t r a c k f e n c e to p r e v e n t the u se o f the eas tbound t r a c x m c o n ­
n e c t i o n w i t h the s t a t i o n work o f westoound t r a i n s . 
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The employees i n v o l v e d i n t h i s aooident were experienoec" 
men; a t t h e t ime o f the a c c i d e n t t n e y had been on duty l e s s the. 
6 hour s , a f t e r having been o f f duty 9 hours o r i rc re . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W . P . BORLAND, 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 


